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Regiment, was st- f 1 ^° ste ^ 5 the 1 st West India 
tlie finest of a fi lu ^ j l . 0lle< ^ Our ship was perhaps 
Steam Navigation (y 110 steamers, the Royal Mail 
and luxurious as tlie^^^^ 11 ^ 5 an ^ was as comfortable 
desire. This vessel \ , ln ° st fastidious traveller could 


and luxurious a 


cum luxurious as the 
desire. This vessel^ 


some years afterwards totally 
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wrecked oil tlie const of South America—I believ ^ 
near Colon. There had been heavy storms for some 
time previous to our departure, and we came in for 
the edge of a hurricane; .but after a few days of very 
rough weather we fortunately passed beyond the 
Azores into calm and unruffled seas. The storm 


had, however, claimed a victim; for one of the 
stewards lost his footing during its progress, and, 
falling down a hatchway, fractured his skull, and 
was killed on the spot. 

During the early part of our voyage we saw many 
evidences of the late storm, in the shape of broken 
spars and other wreckage, among which' the dis¬ 
masted hull of a small derelict schooner especially 


attracted our attention. Our steamer slackened 
speed on nearing the wreck, but it was evidently 
deserted, and there was no sign of life on board; the 
boats were gone, so it was hoped that the crew might 
have escaped in them. 

My fellow - passengers were not altogether in¬ 
teresting. They comprised a Jamaica planter, who 
was rather too fond of cocktails; a dockyard official, 
who also required an “eye-opener” every morning 
before breakfast; a mining engineer, bound for 
Peru; a youth just escaped fn> m school, who 

going to the Unified States „f Colombia with the 

hope of making a fortune in the *i] var . • 

fo,L yellow Mexican boys 

from school in England. There u- ^ 1 Ma 

docboi - d oo a scientific missinr ?°n ? Crman 

was much struck with the beard 1° V* who 

belles of St. Thomas. ^ 0 * the ebony 

After passing the Azores rm i i 

} land was seen for 
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uC n days, when the small island of Sombrero, ... 
called from its shape, was sighted. It is but a 
barren rock, sometimes temporarily inhabited by 
fishermen from the neighbouring islands ; but the 
sight of even such land was welcomed as a’ break in 
the monotony of an uneventful voyage, when the 
principal amusement consisted in watching the 
llying-fish, and catching with improvised grapnels 
the seaweed brought from the Sargasso Sea by the 
current of the Gulf Stream. We were now well 
within the historic waters of the Caribbean Sea, the 
cradle of the sea power of Great Britain. Looking 
back through the mist of time on the splendid and 
romantic history of the past, a ghostly procession of 
mighty men passes before the mind s eye an array of 
heroes who contributed so much to the building up 
of that great empire on which the sun never sets. 
There were Frobisher and Raleigh and Drake, and 
crowds of buccaneers—pirates and patriots—the 
men who humbled the power of Spain on these 
seas, who took her galleons and ravaged her colonies, 
thus establishing in the fair islands of the Caribbean 
Sea the basis of the British Empire, 
i blowing these great men, other giants appear 
ge "'dcidoscope of history, and many shadow- 
lbxp.lk* >a |,ll;Ultoms of the oast, come and go— 


uc y> who, bv 


JL t 

French fi oc ^'"’ "" ^ 10 utter destruction of the 

ascendency of CL l2ttl 1782 > cnsure(1 tlie 

the brightest • n ° at iu these islands, once 

now, alas! from ' U ^ 1C British crown, but 

high estate. ^ ;u 'ious causes, fallen from their 

Then Nelson a , n ... 

^olling\voocl passed across 
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these seas again and again, and finally sailed hence 
to gain the culminating victory of Trafalgar, which, 
although resulting in the death of the greatest of 
England s sons, contributed so much towards the 
downfall of Napoleon, and the successful issue ol the 
struggle of Europe against his domination. 

tut there is another side to the picture, f irst 


came the Spaniards,' with their iniquitous inquisition 
and other methods of conversion, by means of which 
they converted the harmless Caribs oft the face of 
the earth. They brought fire and sword in their 
train. I know not if they also brought rum, or its 
equivalent in those days, as do our modern mission¬ 
aries in other parts of the world, where they appear 
to be the forerunners of a similar conversion or 
extinction. After the Spaniards followed the mcca 
neers and pirates, Spanish, French, and Rnglis 1, n 10 
held high revel at Port Royal, where also the ga ows 
trees bore a heavy crop of human fruit. N01 must 
we forget Henry Morgan, buccaneer and patriot, who 
captured Panama and governed Jamaica. And to 
finish the dark page of history, in modern times 
happened the unfortunate Jamaica i iots a sad story, 
more of mistake than crime, ending in the shameful 
death of the insurgent Gordon, and the consequent 
disgrace of the hapless Eyre. 

But enough of history. On the morn,hr, r 
15 th April we entered the beautiful Httl 1 ? ° f 

of St. Thomas, our first anchorage iml 1 ° larf,our 
a quarter of a mil.' from the shore ' Tl ab ° tit 

almost landlocked, and consequents - 10 ur is 
refuge from the storms that somct" pr ° Vldes a safe 
part of the Atlantic; for the W j n .i ^ in this 
J rnil y blow ever so 
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fiercely without, but the wi , 

the lofty rocks, standing ml ! n vain against 

harbour, within which Z;„ n l ^ntinels ove r the 

ri aT .*■» 

slope of a mountain, stretching dow ^ ° U tlle 
sandy shore; the white houses, „“ H ; , the low > 
feathery palm-trees and deep .. T een h , anion g 
very pretty with their red roofs and grein^f 
ihe ship was no sooner at anchor than it w ' 
surrounded by a yelling crowd of negroes, some 
plying their boats for hire to take the passengers 
ashore; others offering fruit, vegetables, curiosities, 
and various other articles for sale; whilst diving- 
hoys, in defiance of sharks, performed feats rival¬ 
ling even those of the Somalis at Aden. 

After being fought for by a struggling mass of 

joatmen, some of us succeeded in getting into a 

blS-' 7 ’ ^ WCre pulled t0 tlie shore b Y lusty 
to' the xn IT? ? f ° W houra to s P are > we Proceeded 
Plant us :t d ' aCe ’ Wb6re mangoes; 

Uos7C r UtS m, and 0tW tr °P ical fruits were 
#ere sherry- co bbl ^ We Went to the ice-house, 
wc y« dispensed • 1 T and 0ther Am ericrdrinks 

°f interest to be see °T bc wbole tb ere was little 

a P° rfc of call f or ri St ‘ Tbotnas was at this time 
, 0m P ail y, where T, Steamets of the Royal Mail 
supped for Some * 8 aud passengers were trail- 
C a : hut this 1 le other islands, and for 
"' K . B fM„s is d° Uto Ulls sin™ been abandoned, 
"ofeeaUe that tl *°* «» port of call. It was 

1f \ ° mas a PpearGr? l ° ater P art ^ ie trade 
although the isl atlcl ^ to be in English hands, 

,l TJanish possession. 
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Shortly after leaving the harbour we observed a 
great waterspout in the distance, but it was visible 
only for a few seconds. Rising from the sea like a 


pillar of dark cloud, the tall column of water joined 
the ocean to the vault of heaven, stood wavering for 
some seconds, and then, suddenly collapsing, melted 
away in the waste of waters. 


At night some mild excitement was obtained in 
watching the revolving light of Puerto Rico, for 
even such an insignificant incident is of sufficient 
interest to break the monotony of life on board ship. 

On the 16 th April, soon after sunrise, we sighted 
the shores of Hispaniola, the island containing the 
black republics of Haiti and San Domingo. At 
first the sierras appeared dimly blue in the morning 
mist, but as we approached the mountains became 
clearer, the mist disappeared, and the tall rocks, 
although some miles distant, seemed to stand close 


ahead in the deep blue waters of the Caribbean Sea. 
The bills, rising from fertile plains, green savannahs, 
and miasmatic swamps, were clothed with mahogany, 
ebony, and other trees. Down the valleys rushed 
foaming torrents, now lost to view in dark gorges 
and thick brushwood, anon reappearing, and leapino- 
from height to height, until they sped away to water 
the stretching plains below, where they disappeared 
in the luxuriance of the tropical vexmfnrinn 
Tho rocky cliffs stood U p oaa » treteho 
sand, fringed with lines of palm-trees At „• i ,T 
vessel steamed along close inshore i ,? 1C 

wind, hot as a blast from Hades r a Scorclnn S 

ns across the phosphorescent w a l a m?” 1 ® towm ' ,ls 
, i n r/omut .j * * tic mountains 


loomed black against the stark li 'V 

u s by, and 


innumer- 
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|.ci-liaps they were kiudlcl in hmlmTr'c mT7' 
.Inmho »ud Obi, the gods of ,| 10 

Erlxsr to K,ol " uy ’. . .** -*4 

Pcrchancc the natives were cooking some , 
their own kind, for they are said to be, i„ some 
parts, addicted to cannibalism. We were, however 
too far off to distinguish any odour of burnt flesh 
No scent, save that of the tropic, woods with their 
fragrant spices, was wafted towards us from the 
rocky shore of Hispaniola; no sound was heard, 
save the ceaseless breaking of the surf on the 
adjacent shore. 

Morning broke, and found us still steaming 
along the coast. We passed through a narrow 
channel, between Haiti and the small island of 
Tortuga. The latter was in former times a great 
stronghold of the buccaneers, who used to collect 
mti ill-gotten spoil for concealment on this island, 
sa T s > some treasure still lies hidden. 

with its strimof 0 da J We PaSSed al0n S tllis coast > 
cactus. A vu-ic 1 frin 8 cd w ith palm-trees and 
view. Wild'fon.. ■ dsoa P e presented itself to our 
tier in theatral lu . ■'' d moiu >tains rose tier upon 
with long prairie ’ S rceu savannahs, covered 

sea of emerald, in~Vj SS ’ stretched like an undulating 
and there a vil| af , e K lldds t of which appeared here 
In the early ^° l . a ,SUlad patch of cultivation. 
Thomas we entered *^ ° f tlie third ,la y from St - 
of Leogane, an ami' narr ow bay, the Bight 
' the sea, whose unruffled 
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waters were crimsoned by the rays of the rising 
,smi ‘ e fther ‘Side were the usual sandy shores 

and coeoanut palms, whilst above rose bush-covered 
mountains, sloping gently to the sand. Passing 
some small mangrove-covered islands, on one of 
winch stood an insignificant stone fort, we anchored 
at the head of the bay, not far from the Haitian 
navy, which consisted of one small man-of-war. 
In a hollow in front of us, between two hills, lay 
the town of Port-au-Prince, a long, crowded city, 
formed of ruined huts and squalid habitations, 
relieved here and there by some tall church spire 
or public building, appearing curiously incongruous 
amid the surroundings. I was unable to land here, 
and, after staying about an hour, we left the bay, 
and coasted along that seemingly peaceful shore— 
so peaceful, so still, that the silent .woods seemed to 
be wrapped in everlasting slumber. Yet these woods 
often resound with the clash of arms, for an interne¬ 


cine struggle frequently rages, ami those deep forests 
and green savannahs have often been incarnadined 
with blood. It is a sad contrast—the beauty of the 
land, and its unfortunate and bloodstained history 
—a history that proves bow unfitted the negro 
for self-government. ls 


Lliese two black republics of Jf< <’ 

Domingo formerly belonged t a 7? ” * <Ul< ® an 

^ Mat S l»in 

massacred the whites. Now t] )c * <tC vS 10se and 
country after their own fashion * ,r '^ , ’ oes S’ 0y ern the 
the down-trodden race—a Cllv - <IIlf ^ Ie whites are 
usual order of things. But revcrsa l of the 
with savage bloodshed, have ° re publics, begun 

not prospered, and 
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the government of this islnnrl i i 

Of Aeation- The i nllub ^ J « *• *« 

• i i i * j i , i . rc oai banians and. 

idolaters, with a thin veneer nf • -i- . 

Ohristiaoity. They Jiave 7 * 

of African heathen rites, Aieh ££ 

sacrifices and cannibalism. Sucli ciimo. . U11aan 

•'A tll'e DOl’i in 

trated with impunity in Haiti and San Domingo 
Such is this fair land, one of the most beautiful 
islands of the earth, gifted by nature with all things, 
where the only wild beasts that haunt the forests 
are those in human form. 

The negroes are not improved by freedom, but 
rather are liable to drift back into the black depths 
of barbarism, from which they have scarcely 
emerged. 

Those who would attempt to govern black people 
in the same manner as the white would do well 
to pause and study the bloodstained history of 
Hispaniola, and glance at that island as it now is. 
Government should be adapted to the characteristics 
o a i ace and its methods should he varied accord- 


in gly. It 


tution like 1 tint IT r att ® m P tin S to a PPty a consti ' 
tlie W est | ,' r f En S land either to the East or 
the History has proved that hotli 


“egroes and the 


govern themselve 


natives of India are unfit to 
when necessary riil . i ' ^ must * )e ] 'iilcd, and, 
At daybreak oiT < V ^ 1 au * ron hand, 
after leaving Soutbni 1 seventeen days 

at eight o’clock in ^Pt'ni, we sighted Jamaica, and 

L> arrival outside T mo rnincr the 
. the wharf 


GUI 

a distance the firs 


gun announced 


at Kingston. From 


[he Blue Mountains °f Jamaica is pleasing. 


^ ( iled in a thin mist, rise to 
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a great height, apparently out. of the sea itself; but 
nearer approach reveals a long, low-lying shore, 
with the usual fringe of palm-trees. Then come 
the palisades clothed with mangroves, and below 
them the rippling waves wash the sands below Hock 
hort and h orfc Augusta. The latter occupies an 
excellent tactical position, commanding, as it does, 
the entrance to the harbour; but the mangrove 


swamps in the vicinity render it too unhealthy for 
effective occupation, and it is now used as a maga¬ 
zine, and manned only by a few men of the West 
India Regiment. Formerly considerable bodies of 
troops v T ere stationed there, and man) -valuable 
lives were lost owing to the deadly surroundings o 


the place. , . 

Tn entering Kingston harbour the vessel passes 

Port Royal, situated on the end of the strip ol land 
called the Palisades, famous in the history of the 
Spanish Main in the good old fighting days of 
Drake and his contemporaries. Once the most 
important place in the West Indies, Port Royal is 
now comparatively insignificant, its glories having 
departed since its destruction by the great earth* 
quake in 1G92. 

When I was in Jamaica considerable works 
were in progress at I ort Royal which I • 

i •} 'ii £*i*p ^ * moil was nemo* 

strengthened with fortifications ■»„! i ? 
type. Perw’ 

doe to the progress of tl re £ * «* ,™> 

was then m course of const,. nc ,; . ’ " ll,! ' 

have some, chance of being completed*"" t0 

Thousands were flocking m J' * i • 

f* a ,11 nrvrtu of the f, • i? ' 10 «ltal isthmus 
from ail pons 01 uk Uiib )eail o , . . x 

111 oea, hired to that 
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eadly holocaust by the hiol, ~ 

blJ. But in that sink oft™ J '. °f^ ** ** 
of them would meet their doom f K . " U ' |Ult y most 
sands went, only hundreds returned'' " U '"' l * lou ' 
Had the construction of the canal 1 H > , 
plcted, Jamaica would undoubtedly have bee, <OIQ 
most important place; and Port Poyal ' '[[T " 
glmy had departed with the buccaneers, m if •lit 
have recovered some of its pristine prosperity. But 
the canal was a gigantic failure, and its remains are 
now but the monument over tire grave of many 
men’s honour, and the memorial of more men’s deaths. 

From the steamer I drove to Up Park Camp, 
where my corps, the 1st West India Regiment, was 
stationed. On the way I passed through Kingston, 
about a mile and a half from the barracks. King¬ 
ston is a well laid-out town. All the principal 
streets lead down to the sea, so that the breeze 
J ovs clear along them, but the system of drainage 
ip!: . at , tluit time ver y defective. A large part of 

and much'of d ° Wn by a S VCat fire in 82, 

blackened mi WM . Stl11 linill babited, with only 

bc «n populous”streets' mi " S tbere liad 011C0 

is always quartered ^ G1 ° .* be India Regiment 

“ cnce hl the middle of ‘ S,tl,ated on a slight emi- 
tract, of ground. a c J ear savannah, or open 

it immune from disease' 0 ' 1 ^Uation docs not render 
fe\ers. The former o' ‘ ,leb as yellow and typhoid 
most terrible, ami is al m ° Ur S e is in . every way the 
I lie barracks at lb, ' n t3n deinic in Port Royal, 
and aii), and afford '' 1 b f’amp arc well-built 

' eiI t accommodation for 

Va 
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the men. There were in my time two West India 
regiments, each of which passed a tour of three 
years in the West Indies and on the West Coast 
of Africa alternately. The regiment on the coast 
also supplied a detachment of three companies to 
Barbados, whilst that in the West Indies garrisoned 
Honduras and the Bahamas as well as Jamaica. 
The negroes of these regiments present a fine 
appearance in their picturesque Zouave uniform. 
They are sober and well-behaved, and are said to 
fioht well; but it was not my fortune to see any 
active service with them. On more than one occa¬ 
sion they have fought excellently, both in Africa 
and in the West Indies. One famous fight—the 
repulse of an Indian attack on Orange Walk m 
Honduras in 1872 by a detachment of the 1st 
West India Regiment under Lieutenant Graham 
Smith— is worthy of a foremost place in the histoiy 
of gallant deeds of warfare, whilst individual negroes 
in West Africa have gained the Victoria Cross. ^ 

My company was commanded by Major Lllis, a 
brave and able soldier, who attained to some dis¬ 
tinction when commanding the regiment in West 
Africa a. few years afterwards, and who would 
doubtless have become famous had he not unhappily 
perished, at a comparatively early ao-e from +ho 
effects of the deadly climate. 


The states are generally unhealthy, and of 
other officers who were there with me few are now 

f. Dca . “ t h ” S al !d °“ the deadly West 

African coast, and others hivn i i ■ 

British regiments; for f cw exd, “* ed ' nto 

, j . , ' caic to serve all their 

fives in those undesirable parts of the globe, where 
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there lias hitherto been so little chance of gaining 
distinction. 

The British troops in Jamaica then consisted of a 
detachment of the North Staffordshire Regiment, 
whose headquarters were at Barbados. They were 
quartered at Newcastle—those white huts seen from 
afar off high up on the slope of the Blue Mountains. 
There they enjoyed a comparatively salubrious 
climate, although I believe the station is not entirely 
exempt from occasional visitations of yellow fever; 
whilst it is so lonely and its situation is such that 
the soldiers have absolutely no means of recreation, 
and live under conditions that cannot be otherwise 
than demoralising. One reaches Newcastle by a 
winding road up the mountains, through beautiful 
scenery above the valley of the Hope River. About 
half-way up the mountains is the somewhat squalid 
settlement of Gordon’s Town. Looking back now 
through the vista of many years, the Blue Mountains 
o / amaica appear to me dimly outlined through the 
spent,°o, t ™ C ’. 1,llfc tllc recollection of happy days 

“Pou my imP,med 

Equator the r,i. • 1 t l0 islan< * hes so near the 

the suiToundin.^ watem'^ & VCry torrid cli iuate, but 

some degree to ten 8 Caribbean Sea tend in 

hj'Hls of the mountains ^ ^ The higher U P' 
Mountain Peak ami ,• ’ lllch culminate in Blue 
above sea-level, posses,. ° * llei 8'ht of 14,000 feet 
climate, resembling j lx '', <l l^ eils ant. and salubrious 
Himalayan slopes ,\q th< ‘ S ° lnc respects that of the 
winter. l, t the rigours of a northern 


In those days I Uf5ed 


find a delight in climb- 
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ing some high peak of the lofty range of hills, and 
looking down on the slopes covered with luxuriant 
vegetation, with giant cotton, ebony, and mahogany 
trees, with creepers and plants, and briglit-hued 
flowers of a hundred kinds, and with beautiful ferns 
amidst which ever and anon might be caught the 
gleam of a rushing mountain torrent. And then 
lower down lav deep, cool valleys with precipitous 
sides. At times a fleecy cloud would sweep across 
and obscure the view, except where some loftier 
peak raised itself above the clouds, appearing like 
an island in mid-air, constantly changing its foim as 
the mist swept round it in fantastic shapes. And 
farther yet, on a clear day could be seen the plains 
shimmering in a pall of heat, and stretching away to 
meet the sapphire sea beyond. On a rough day 
the sea could lie distinguished breaking into foam 
where the waves heat in vain against the rocks 
o£ Fort Augusta and on the Palisades, where Port 
Royal lay on the extremity of the tongue of land 
that jutted out into the sea and formed Kingston 
harbour. The tangled husli and luxuriant under¬ 
growth, so thick and entangled that at times one 
bad to cut one’s way through it with a machete 
teemed with the exuberant bird and insect life of 1 ) ’ 
tropics. Gorgeous butterflies flitted in t | le 

blossom scarcely less *I^ bI «°m tp 
Humming-hiiVis i ? , * S ^ t selves. 

fluttered incessantly their t j , " H1 o^fest hues 

from flower to flower, Wlll & s as they hovered 

every movement as the.sunR? 1 * 1 ® ^ le * r colour with 

plumage. There were their metallic 

0 green ones with 


There " eiC ^'little'' 6 ' 
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white throats, scarcely larger than a bee, which 
swarmed in large numbers round the upper shoots 
of the bamboo clumps. Others of larger size had 
sapphire-coloured throats, and long curved beaks 
which they continually thrust into the flowers, and 
some appeared to be of a dull brown colour until the 
sunlight struck them, when they flashed with purple 
and green and gold. 

lhe little Jamaica robin, dressed in a garb of 
emerald green with a bright red breast, was also a' 
common bird; and there were many others— blue 
and green and yellow—too numerous to mention. 
Of game birds there were but few. Quail were at 
one time plentiful, but have nearly all been destroyed 
by the mongoose, which was introduced from India 
to kill the rats, but preferred game to vermin. 



Quail had become so scarce 


°yal ; di( n % or 9 cnt > 

d of yellow fever within 
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twenty-four hours of his return from a day’s shooting 
in these marshes. In addition to those already men¬ 
tioned, some migratory birds, golden and grey plover, 
used to visit the island in the autumn,—and that 
makes up the list of the game birds of Jamaica. 

However, theie were some other birds of interest. 
There was the ubiquitous turkey-buzzard, commonly 
called the Johnny Crow, which, hovering and wheel¬ 
ing in circles overhead, is one of the first objects 
that attracts the attention of the observant traveller 
in Jamaica. His dark brown body and red vulture¬ 
like head are seen everywhere. He alights on the 
tops of the masts in the harbour; lie is almost 
domesticated in the gardens, and he soars, a black 
speck in the azure sky, over the peaks of the Blue 
Mountain range. He is not ornamental, but is a. 
very useful bird, for he is the best of scavengers, and 
therefore of great utility in a country where a fowl 
of his trade finds plenty of occupation. It was not 
a pleasant sight, but a very satisfactory one, to see 
a number of these creatures clearing away the offal 
with which the streets of Kingston abounded, and 
the noise they made when quarrelling over their 
unsavoury banquet was something to be remembered 1 
The Johnny Crow has his faults. He has an A ] •''' 
tionable habit of sleeping on the roof of onX h 
and half his night seems to be passed i / i v** 

*7 ". ,C ta "“ 1 ‘''UwWing up again Wheri ih? 
turkey-buzzard breeds was a , .1 , the 

then been elucidated; but probabl 'J] la<1 llot 

built in the rocky fastnesses of t|,« } l ° U . 11C ' Sts are 

the uninhabited islands 0 f h 1 m ' mntams > or , on 
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donkey, on which he had I,eon regaling himself- 
perhaps the unwonted feast-for who has over seen 
a dead donkey? was too much for him. His 
brethren did not take warning from l,is fate, nor did 
they respect then- deceased companion L „T 
continued their feast on the donkey as if rl 
happened, and probably did not stick si ' A ' a ' 
when they had finished It b ? nMballsm 

sun. P wb,te bo “ cs ^'stoning i„ the 

hawkTakinder ■'if thete wetc thc ™squito- 
overhe'a^ wlen t? J ” “f ***** 
their insecl :i e7 A T ged , at of 

seen o-ront 1 7 V ld on the sea-shore miobt be 

sometimes flights" 1 P ‘ ed kin S fis| i«s, and 

sea-gulls. There are P ‘ P T’ “ Solltlu ')' "- n >s and 
forests of Ja maic(1 ' In ^ few m »««bals in the 
“ e somewhat scarce , ' '**?* 

'“"goose „„d rats and “‘‘"S °>% the 

n.,,1 nVers “bound h e 8 SP0Ci<iS bf bat 

the table'“j, “ #blds goodlrort "'"r 1110untni » 
ful sce „ ' lle fishing t'il- A 1 fc ’ and ls excellent for 

toneTul "*»« the to?? 6 ' 0 the t beauti- 

frequent Li f apicl l v down ^ Where foamin g 

Th^ewi te on e a p e i l OVerhun g with ' a VU1C + S ’ inning 

River where To ^ fine Z TT 8hrnU 

stream flows swifti^? to bath! ^ the Hope 
with ferns and ^ d °Wn a ? le , betimes. The 
2 cree per s J lovel y glen overgrown 

v arious kinds, until it 

AS 
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reaches a precipitous and rocky declivity whence it 
falls sheer into the \ alley below, forming a broad 
deep pool, shaded by giant trees and thick bushes 
from the rays of the tropic sun. Nor were the hills 
alone worth a visit. Towards Rock Fort, an ancient 
edifice fast crumbling to dust, a pleasant ride may 
be taken along the sea-shore, where the waves break 
with ceaseless murmur on a stretch of white sand. 
Here were clumps of mangroves, to which small 
oysters clung when the tide receded; hence the 
traveller’s tale about the oysters that grow on trees. 
Ou the moss-grown banks above the sand, green 
lizards with ruby eyes darted about iu the sunshine, 
and the land-crabs scuttled away to their holes on 
the approach of the intruder. And in the hay one 
might frequently see sharks and porpoises and 
bonitos, whilst sometimes a silver shower of flying- 
fish rose from the rippled surface and dropped into 
the sea again after accomplishing a short flight. 

I often saw the dorsal fin of a shark quite close 
to the shore near Rock Fort, and this deterred me 
from bathing, although the pellucid depths looked 
most inviting. But sharks around the Jamaica coast 
are rapacious and bloodthirsty. On one occasion 
three sailors went ashore in a boat from a rnan-of 
war lying in Port Royal harbour. They started 
back for their ship after sunset, but never read 
it. Next morning the boat was discovered flo- p ' 

in the harbour, containing the dreudfully. m;| ^ 
corpse of one of the sailors. His comrade** tal 
disappeared, and it was supposed that the ]'Zt 
had capsized and that two of the sailors had been 
devoured by the sharks, whilst the third managed to 
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light the bout and scramble back into it, only to die 
there of the wounds received in his encounter with 
the monsters of the deep. 

A great character in Jamaica was the vendor of 
curiosities called “ tick-ticf,” a corruption of the 
words stick-thief—a name our friend had earned 
because he was said to be in the habit of goino- 
round the officers’ quarters and stealing the sticks lie 
had himself sold to them. It. was his trade to provide 
the collector with ebony and other sticks, and with 
various curious articles. Objects wonderful, beauti¬ 
ful, aud rare, delightful alike to the eye of the 




naturalist and of the 
among his wares. He had cocoanuts and gourds 
carved in grotesque and curious forms; necklaces and 
bracelets made of crabs eyes and sapodilla seeds; 
artificial flowers constructed of fishes’ scales; stuffed 

humming-birds of gorgeous hues-emerald-cloured 
ruby-throated, and sapplnre-crested; porcupine fish • 
huge bull-frogs covered with thick coats of vamisb ’ 
dying-fish stuffed With sawdust; primitive shell’ 
chisels used by the aboriginal Caribs ] onfr ‘ ' 

exterminated ;-such were a few ofthrm ° SUlCe 
of “tick-tiefs” treasures. ' 10st notable 


The experienced collector of curio, 
these for very little, and can start a bl,y o11 

at the cost of a few dollars. But he must i mUSeum 
ways of the wily dealer, who always demand ^ 

least four times their value for his goods; so thaVp 

requires some bargaining to come to terms. ‘ H e 
used to board every steamer that came into the 
Ik 'hour, bearing his bundle of sticks and bis basket 
of treasures; and then, woe betide the passenger who 
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was ' Siting the island for the first time and was 
eagoi to obtain some of its curious productions. 
Imagine his disgust when he subsequently discovered 
that he had purchased for dollars what he might 
have obtained for cents. This merchant had his 
counterpart m Barbados, and doubtless in most of 
the other islands also. He was a jolly follow He 
used to sit m the verandah outside my room and 
spread out all Ins wares on the floor, laughing and 
joking the while, and when he went away”he would 
say dolefully, “Massa make very hard bargain.” 

Nevertheless, he would go with a merry twinkle 
in his eye, and with his huge mouth stretched from 
ear to ear, so that it seemed on the whole as if the 
bargain had not been very hard on him. He 
evidently thought me a good customer, and bore me 
no ill-will, for on my departure from the island he 
presented me with two carved calabashes, and I 
really thought a tear glistened in the corner of his 
d.uk eye as we made our last bargain on board the 
n l> t ut was to take me to Barbados. 


MIN/Sr^ 



ON THE 


COAST OF BARBADOS. 












CHAPTER II 


BARBADOS 
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My regiment l»a«l in the meantime been ordered to 
t he West Coast of Africa, and the headquarters had 
left for Sierra Leone in November, hut. I was fortu¬ 
nate enough to escape the pestilent climate of the 
White Man’s Grave, being sent to join a detachment 
of two companies of the regnnent at Barbados 
It was not entnely without regret tVo t 
barked on hoard the Don on (;th To-, 1 eill “ 
bofuid for Barbados. The voyage 0 f i886 ’ 

a calm sea was an uneventful one. \r ,' ° yS 0n 
along the northern shore of ir..; H f COas ted 
only" at the port of Jacmel on the' C t0 T Uclled 
is a somewhat insignificant town a< ‘ mel 

situated on a small lull sloping do ^ to 
On either side oi the town are low lulls, 'La 
beyond it rises a lofty range of wooded moun¬ 
tains. The place appeared to contain some fine 
buildings, notably a largn church with a tall spiv,.. 
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A incenfe, hut the laud could only be dimly dis¬ 
cerned. 1 had, unfortunately, no opportunity of 
' isitin S these places St. Vincent is a well-wooded 
island, very similar in its characteristics to others 
of the Antilles. It ig notable in that it was the 
fast stronghold of the Caribs until civilisation 
hi ought about their extinction. 

8t. Lucia is a very beautiful island, inhabited 
piincipally by negroes, yellow fever germs, and 
the deadly serpent called the fer-de-lance. It 
Wt<ls 11Q t then a military station, but 1 was told 
that there still remained traces of our former 
occupation of it in the shape of extensive but dila¬ 
pidated barracks and an old fort. These have 
doubtless been rebuilt, for the island is now 
garrisoned by our troops. 

On the fourth day we reached Barbados, and 
anchored in Carlisle Bay. Here \vc were boarded 
by a bio; nogreas named Jane Ann, who was «J111 tc 
a celebrity in the West Indies. She was laundress 

f ewa n,: ' rly :,n '!-.bi,,s thatOftnu into 
the harbour, and bad, in addition, a mvn.f , / 

“ “ ««■* (Mm jcllH d T' 

condiments. ' y 1 other 

IhuLados is sometimes 1 , 

of the West Indies, from *■? T Z' 1 * 0 ,ifct,c %land 
appearance of its " ^ llle wliafj English 

not for the black inhahb , ? , ' ml y> 


b 1 

were it 


nut palms that fringe the t^’' ^ ^ Umed cocoa 
trees from which the i.sbm^ ' IC ,s * 101 ' c > ^ le hoarded 


name, and the sun that l K ., f . 18 said 
the aspect of the p] uc „ . 8 80 tercel 


L ' to take its 

n J overhead, 

0uId n ot on the whole 
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be far different from that of a strip of the southern 
coast of Britain. 

This is due in some measure to the fact that the 
••renter portion of it is under cultivation, leaving 
but little of that luxuriant tropical vegetation, 
those wondrous and fantastic - shaped plants and 
bright-lined dowers, that form the principal features 
of most of the islands of the Caribbean Sea. 

Of all the West India islands Barbados is perhaps 
the most advanced, and its civilised blacks regard 
the rustic inhabitants of Jamaica with undeserved 
contempt. 'Generally speaking, the Jamaicans are, 
in point of industry, as well as in most other 
respects, a race far preferable to their Barbadian 
brethren. The climate of Barbados is not as trying 
as that of the other islands, although it is situated 
‘o near the Equator. Irohably its small extent 
surrounded by sea, tends to the prevalence of a 
more equable temperature than that of the Jamaica 
• .A- NcvertholMs. the pk M j* not alt 


loW 


lie 

fv 


ailtliy, 7'otjme. suflW,,/ 

of yellow fevc, »,„ m JJHldy 




fi-om .v tin™ illness from tynhowT 0V “ C ' 1 

I cxponcnccd » s |, ■ >'l fever , 

almost *,,«■ 1 CUek of malnvS. 


fever, which almost put an ^ 
peregrinations 


in 

Malarial 


to Tn y further 


In addition to the 
we find 


and 

th 


f llns ' «« War,led tree, 

the negroes, we ‘T. l ° lc ot )»er denizens „f tJ ,. 
tropical world. Brig • nimming-birds of differs/, 
species to those found m Jamaica are common.' 
In the sea, whose deep green and sapphire blue 
arc wonderful to behold, deep down in the emerald 
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depths where the branchirwv i , 

seen strange-shaped fi 5 I, “f glWS> U 
—of globular form, rorm'cd » t? *' 3 *. P °"T , “ 
like the bristles of a he,],, j, ' S ' l01 ' t - shar P s l“ kes ' 

wieldy heads attached todtl 1 great u "‘ 

of dying-fish pursued l, v 1 , , "I '° Cllos ' ShoaIs 

dash in the sunlight 'i utos s:m flic surface, 

may bo seen to spout in the o«i ng; Tnd 
how an alligator was shot on the shore uear 
Anns, and afterwards exhibited in Bridgetown * 
twelve cents a head for admission. The ill-fitted 
saurian had probably been driven by stormy 
weather from Trinidad or the Guiana coast, and 
so wave-washed to the inhospitable shore of 
Barbados. 

Bridgetown, the capital of Barbados, was in those 
days an unclean place, overcrowded and ill-built, 
with narrow streets and lanes. The public build¬ 
ings were fine, but appeared out of place amid 


their squalid surroundings. Near the bridge acm™ 
Indian River is Trafalgar Square, a line onen 


° { **« * ^ „■ of 


°P eii space 

r st tsr ^5 

fleets one sons nan 1 
ebn„. i.i , ; ees I Jeo Plc of 


the great 
West Indies 
every shade of colour 


black hr 


‘own, yellow, 


, . oon v 

and sometimes even nielvd 1 ' 

A popular resort fc Br i(I 

house, a refreshment-room vvher 

roes, and other American drinks of 
but deadly character, were dispensed a seductive 
an ice-ship used to come in f rom New Yol° na ) ly 
oysters, lager beer, and other luxuries, and 


n the iee- 
ooektails, sanga- 

‘ !l “"ducth 
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the white people ilockcd in large numbers to the 
ice-house. 


St. Anns barracks were built all round an open 
.plain called the Savannah, which served as a parade- 
ground, a racecourse, and a polo-ground. My quarters 
looked out over the sea, and I could see from my 
window the signal-point, so soon learnt to distinguish 
the various flags which were run up to signal the 
approach of different ships. When I first arrived 
at the barracks the ceaseless chorus of soim* raised 
by the tree-frogs in the evening seemed deafenino- • 
but one soon becomes used to these noises that 
disturb the silence of a tropic night, and after a 
few days the nocturnal oichestra is not even notice¬ 


able. 

The negro soldiers of the West India regiments 
are generally well-behaved, and very little addicted 
to drink. At times, however, they break out Wb ' 

I was in Jamaica a feud arose between the men t 
my regiment and the police, and renm,l ° f 
carried out » ta* aides. The 
occasions arc given to arming thorn.! SUch 
razors tied on sticks, and f or y •, Vcs with 
soldiers are not allowed to s fi ave 8 1>eas °n the 
this regulation, I heard 0 f au , ’ . P r °pos 0 f 

that occurred at Belize, i n Hondu^^^^ inci dent 

men of the detachment stationed "ri ° ne of the 
pected of having shaved, an off(? lere was su s . 
severe punishment. I lie commanding ° J. nvolvin g 
the man to the medical officer W j t3l a ° ftcer Se nt 
his opinion on the subject. The indiLST* v 0r 
replied to the effect that it was not his 
to report on such a matter, as the professions °of 
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The 

much 


surgeon and baiber were not combined nowadays 
as they were m the Middle Ages. 

When I was in BarhnrW°+K x 
, , , ... ^aioaaos the troops were com- 

m/inded by tar CM- Pea reon , » ‘« IlgBidlcd 

' 1 ' vl, ° W,U ,<* remembered as the gallant 
ofheer who commanded the force at Ekowc dnI ? g the 

brave defence of that fort gainst the Zulus in 1873. 

Besales polo and lawn- Klm is there was not 
much m the way of recreation in Barbados 
climate was too enervating to leave one 
energy for walking; but in the evening, especially 
on Sundays, we generally used to walk to Hasting 
Rocks, a pleasant resort by the sea, where there 
was a stretch of green turf, and beyond it an 
expanse of sand fringed with cocoanut palms. At 
Hastings a very large hotel had been built, but 
had never been opened, and there seemed little 
prospect of its being a success. 

The negroes, both of Jamaica and Barbados, 
deserve some notice in an account of these islands. 
The plantation negro of the present day is generally 
a quiet and sober fellow, doing only enough work 
to earn bis living, and leading a lazy lift, '\„ c ,i • 
in the sun like a great lizard for the ^ ^ 

of the day. Sometimes he breaks out hj , 
on such occasions as a wedding . ’ 0n V 

dignity ball; and then much ,m 0r a 

frequently a little h] 00( ] , i uot in- 

entertainments are kept S °’ 8 P^ fc * These 
towards morning Sa inl J0 <^4 Untl * SUIlri se, and 
uproarious that the policy 'V ^ Uas ^ B become so 
called in to disperse the wclv’ 6 S01Uetl, nes to be 
as the case may be. ' or funeral party 
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The negroes are mostly Christians, and are very 
religious after their own fashion. It is a common 
thing to see a labourer going along the road with a 
herd of cattle or a load of sugar-cane, bawling hymns 
at the top of his voice, and occasionally interrupting 
the sacred strain to curse his cattle or mules. 

These people have apparently attained to a con¬ 
siderable degree of civilisation; yet few of them 
trouble to go through the ceremony of matrimony, 
and I have heard it averred that seventy-five per 
cent, of the population is illegitimate. The negroes 
of Barbados all work on the sugar estates, and are 
dependent on them lor their livelihood. They have 
no little holdings ol then, own, like the blacks on 
most of the other islands. Therefore the ruin of the 
sugar planters would involve the destitution of their 
employes also, the blacks are a vast maioritv b-, 


employes also, tne macKs are a vast majority in 
Barbados, as in all the other islands. To what 
might they not be driven by starvation? Tho 
blacks of Haiti massacred the French and sot „ 
government of their own. ' ' U P a 


The old df 


an 


ays of prosperity, when the V ^ 
gentlemen could live m affl uaace and , arbadli - 
with the abolition of slavery. And win Wanecl 
of the sugar trade came the almost \ declille 
tlie lundowuers. White i„ <* 

ducted all over one of the finest SU o-. u .'" Was co »- 
island : new machinery had just teen 7? ° n the 
great cost. Formerly the income from iL UP 
had amounted to many thousands a year. Now it 
was worth scarcely as many hundreds. Barbados L 
perhaps worse off than many of the other islands" 
for it is entirely dependent on sugar. But 


in 
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Jamaica, foi instance, there are other industries such 
as nut, to jacco, aud pimento-growing. The negro 
women do as much work as the men. They are fine, 
strapping wenches, beautifully made, and walk very 
upright with a stately ^ due tQ ^ ^ ^ 

carrying loads on their i ,, , tr . 

, lletUU - In the West Indies 
the people oi lighter colnnv m 

. 1 1 i , colour mulattoes, quadroons, 

octoroons—are looked up to and +..i 

a 1 ' \ . take precedence 

according to tlie degree of fairness of their 

plexions. This is different to the case in the p\ rt 
Indies, where the half-caste is more an object of 
tempt among both natives and Europeans. The 
infusion of white blood does not appear to have a 
deteriorating effect on the negro as it has in the case 
of the Oriental. The Eurasian is generally a poor 
creature, both mentally and physically, combining 
tlie worst attributes of both races, but the mulatto 
of tlie West Indies lias usually infinitely more 
intelligence than the negro, and is his equal in 
physique. This fact, is noticeable in the case of the 
soldiers of the West India regiments, or was in ]llv 
time, when pure negroes formed the minority of tf. 
non-commissioned officers. ‘ l(: 

Barbados possesses few natural foot 
marked beauty. The ishml i , Ul ' CS of 

has no mountains ° a lv H and 

Some of the deep gullies n ' insignificant hills, 
esqne, but the country isV '^ C ° Ur8e 8 are pictur- 
tion, and lacks that i UUl ^ lm der cultiva- 
acteristie of San Doming. ^ r;lnr * eil y which is char¬ 
ge sugar trade fo^ '"! ] Ja,Uilica - 
occupies the greater p at1 ' * e industry, and 
wealtli and prosperity } llly ° ^ le inhabitants, but 

fjiadually disappeared 
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since the abolition of slavery— a measure of doubtful 
benefit to the negroes themselves, and one of the 
causes of the nun of the planters and of the West 
Indian trade, this island, in common with others 
is sometimes devastated by tremendous hurricanes 
The year of my sojourn there a very destructive 
storm swept right across the islands, but Bavbacl >*! 
sustained little damage, only a few walls 1,V ° S 
blown down, and some of the crops injured "'"a’ 
Newcastle, in Jamaica, many of the soldiers’ n / 
were destroyed by this hurricane, whilst St 1 
and St. Vincent were completely devastated. 

Slight earthquakes were of common occurrence 
and in Jamaica I experienced some severe shocks 
lasting several seconds. It is related that an earth 
quake once took place there when' the congress, 
was assembled in one of the parish churches T 1 
parson hoped to me to the occasion and a l| av V 

fears of Ins flock. Ulm yourselves, dear him i ' e 

ho exclaimed, “ there could l )0 „ 0 b ' te ‘ b «n,’' 
which to die than tins holy edifice ” 1 itt 

moment a more severe shock r Vils ' . this 

parson added, “But outside's g00( . ^l >en fced ; the 
and, gathering up his robes, fled to ,1?'’ for me” 
The climate of Barbados i 8 Uu the (1 °°r. 
is very enervating, although durin UUpleasaQ t, but it 
it is comparatively cool owing to *, part of the y Cai . 
the trades, those winds of of 

the heat, and formerly wafted our , s ] n ' f rehef from 
In the way of shooting, the i s ] nn q 
poor field to the sportsman. It i s , in f n( ./ 'jJ"' 1 a 
of anything that would be called game in other 1'^ 
of the world more favoured with animal life, 
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onl y permanent featliered inhabitants considered 
worth shooting are the little ground-doves, birds 
about the size of quail, which afford a certain 
amount of sport of a very mild type. They inhabit 
the open ground all over the island, and may lie 
knocked over with case by a charge of No. 10 shot 
as they wing their short Wight over the surface of the 
ground. These we used to shoot at times in con¬ 
siderable numbers; whilst as for larger game, when 
a brown pelican or a sea-gull appeared on the coast 
there was great excitement, and the guns mustered 
in force to hunt the unfortunate intruder. For the 
rest, I believe the different species of birds indigenous 
to the island might be counted on the fingers of one 
hand. I can only recollect a blackbird, a common 
sparrow, two species of •humming-buds, and a large 
kind of grey shrike with a red crest on his head, hut 
seldom met with. But in the autumnal months 


horn August to October there used to appear large 
Hocks of migratory birds more worthy of our powder 
' in 'l s '*ot. These were of various species. There 
dottv P !° Vers ’ g°hten and black breasted; curlews; 
'visc^liif Pikcrs ’ w hose English name I forget; likc- 
thc sninet CUt ki n ds of sandpipers, very similar to 
locally iVp.' Gt wifch hi the marshes of India, and 
and termed long-legs, nits, chirps, 


bit 


iok 


-nec.ks 

web-r, 


--ling to their kind. Once I shot 
another lnemonpjp^ called a noddy, and on 
but these were y iltv °?an egret fell to my gun ; 

1 he shore birds 11:55 *° the island, 
the Spanish Main, au<i arr ive in thousands from 
North-American lakes, 0 ^ c ‘ * a hl to be bound for the 

way to which they 
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^btcd in large numbers on the islands of the West 

ndies, before proceeding on their journey to the 

north. I believe we at Barbados only came in for 

the outside edge of the flight of feathered myriads 

as we were not in the direct track. Neverthele 

countless thousands invaded the island durin- ti 

whole of August and September. A referen^ 

my diary shows that the first shore birds were ' i ° 

m 1886 on the 17th July, and the last on the 

October. 1 used to pick up numbers of the v . • 

species on the savannah, in the marshes nearer 

shore, and on the white sand itself S ' • 10 

they afforded very pretty shooting fo r ‘ ° )n( ' tln ' les 
,i • -xvi • i r 101 a loncf-loo- 

fiymg swiftly m a gale of wind does not 0 ffe S 

easy mark. On one occasion a flight of efiir 1 &n 

by me, skimming over the placid surface ofWl SWCpt 

and two barrels into the middle of tl i ° Sea ’ 

down thirteen birds. The smaller >l '° U S llt 

easier to approach than the pikers^“ ia P l P®rs were 

plovers, which were so wary that it ! ° n §' le gS, and 

ful stalk to get within shot of the rG<1Ulre(i a care- 

planters who possessed extensive Some of the 

estates used to erect wooden lA on theil . 

Where the sportsmen would tat'® ’^places 

;,,2 ** u 




tion, accompameu oy Cn ii i up tlmfo 

the aid of wooden wlS*^ T W . 
the cries of various b ^ »'«> 

within shot, and in tl,;. A thus «*”»'*«* 


ail 1 

within shot, and in this manner C"* them 


slain 


Personally, I preferred to wander .,1 

gun on the solitary shore : to listen to' d' 6 wit]| niy 

murmur of the waves lapping on the i„ i Ceasele «s 
, . . ° »>each nn.i x i 


murmur of the waves lapping on the beach 

rustling of the wind among the palms • hV’i^ tl)e 

' » 10 took out 


MINfSr^ 



TROPICS AND SNOWS 


<SL 


across the emerald sea, and watch for the coming 
flight ; or to shoot the birds as they rose from the 
sandy waste and circled in the air overhead. 
Although in this manner more than a dozen birds 
were seldom brought to bag in the course of a 
couple of hours 7 walk, it was a more pleasant method 
of shooting, and the sea-shore was more interesting 
than the dreary swamps of the interior; but at best 
the sport was poor , and would not have been worth 
indulging in had the resources of the island afforded 
a more exciting occupation. Sometimes we went 
sea-fishing by night, but met with little success. 
We were more successful in shooting fish from the 
pier with a Martini-Henry rifle. I used to stand 
with a companion at the end of the pier in an 
<d fresco costume of bathing drawers, and. wait until 
a shoal of mullet passed near the surface. A bullet 
into the middle of the fish stunned a number, and 
wc would then dive in and capture the killed and 
wounded. 

In April 188.7 I received news of my transfer to 
the Indian Staff Corps, and on the 19th of that 
month embarked on board the Moselle , and f/ 
touching at Cherbourg and Plymouth, ’arrival T 
Southampton on the 1st of May. Although I /! 
some regret at leaving my 0 Jd regiment ? . 

the East Indies appeared to offer » ' areer 10 

and I was glad of the opportunity f 10r ® faction, 
new land. 1 uuni ty of seeking adven¬ 


tures in a 
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CHAPTER III 

THE PUNJAB 

Voyage of the iMiMa-Bangalore—Multan- Country 1n ,i nv 

The City—Murder of two English Officers—Omn on *. lmate — 
Cranes—The Chenah-On the MarchT S ,S 1 ^° r C : tl,1 S--Grey 
River—Ships of the Desert—A Dreary Country—Dera jra p S tlle 
Leia—Suleiman Mountains—Duck-shopting—-The Ti 1 * a ^ k a '~” 
Ismail Khan—Sheik Budin—A Mirage—The Kurrun^nP ' )<iI ’ a 
Wild-fowl at Narang Serai -Bunnoo—Frontier Rohhe ‘I' er ~ 
—The Commander-in-Chief—The Rohat P,,- ° re ~ K °hat 
Climate-Fruit Gardens-The City—The Jhelum > SnlfV W#r ~" 
Sport on the Cahul River Sport near Airnal Chnl-mc iai1 S e — 
kanni—Extremes of Heat and Cold—R awa l Pindi—^\ r Utra —Cham- 
from the Mountains-Fort Jamrud-A Dust Storm !L? <ie ~' View 
Pass—Colonel Warburton-Historic Ground—Al /r Kh yber 
Afridis-Landi Kotal-Frontier Warfare-P* Mas jid-The 
Method of shooting Antelope-Sp or t on Sll „ Ze P° r e-Nativ e 
Bag of Wild Geese—Crocodiles. UUe J River— Great 

After an interval of only one montl 
embarked for Bombay on board tin r> * <lt ^orne, f 
Rohilla on 2nd June 1887. This v *' & ste amer 
time of year for the voyage, the 1^“°, a Peasant 
being very great, whilst there Were f 1U Red Sea 
only those who are obliged to do ^ P^^ngers, as 
this season. The captain 0 f tl le sh -° Would Wei’ at 
of the old school. He had earned se\ ^ ? fiue Sai] °r 
scaring life, and also wore the Effyjj!?' ? cclals for 
and Khedive’s Star, awarded him for hj, s 80 j U .^ c dal 
patrolling Alexandria during the disturbance! 8 •“ 
1882 . On arrival at Bombay I was posted 
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Madras regiment at Bangalore, but after a fort¬ 
night at that station was transferred to the Bengal 
Stall Corps, and sent to ioin a i’e°'iment at 
Multan. 


This station is not a particularly attractive one, 
famous as it is foi dust, beggars, and graveyards; 
and certainly all these made themselves most evident 
when I arrived there in the month of August. The 
heat was very oppressive, and I felt it all the more on 
coming from the cool, moist climate of Bangalore. 
In Multan it appeared as if rain had never fallen, and 
not a drop fell during the two and a half months of 
mv existence there. The surrounding country was all 
white and glaring. During the daytime the ground 
and the sky emitted an almost intolerable heat, whilst 
the scorching night brought but little relief. Hie 
whole country was a waste of dust, supporting a 
considerable number of date palm-trees, and in some 
places stretches of elephant grass. At that season 
of the year there was but little occupation, for it 
was too hot for lawn-tennis and other games. Those 


who played polo were enveloped in a cloud of dust 
which rendered the riders scarcely visible to the 
spectators. 

I vM!,a il.o Ay the walls of which still bore 
marks ol bullets and cannon-balls Tim A ,. 
garrisoned by our troops, and another great fort 7* 
being built, and was almost comnl 1 t , Was 
skirts of tl mt The ll f ( ’ 011 1 16 ° Ut ' 

fine large mosque, the habitat;* 'f contained a 
blue pigeons, here held sacred T, ° f mDUm f able 
scene of the slaughter of hr r ! mosc l ue 1S thc 
were treacherously i aill f 0 officers, who 

a desperate resistance, 
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iu the year 1848. Hie town is uninteresting, con¬ 
sisting of the usual collection of dirty and squalid 
huts, and numerous mosques surrounded by a 
dilapidated wall; but there were some pleasant 
gardens in the vicinity. 

. At this time of the year there is not much sport 
to be obtained except with the quail, which app e ir 
in great numbers towards the end of Aiu-ust 
Twice in the year great flights of these birds swarni 
in the fields, going southwards in August and 
September, and passing again in March and April on 
their return journey to the north. They come to 
the cotton-fields in mst numbers, and we had many 
a good morning’s sport, frequently making a bag 0 f 
thirty or forty brace in the course of a couple of 
hours’ shooting. The native shikaris used to pl ace 
call-birds in cages m the fields on the eveniim 
before we were going to shoot, and thus collect ° 
large quantity of game in a small area. The " a 
however, soon palls upon one, f or tlle ,p * P ° rt > 
very easy, and we were glad to get a u j ° tln g » 
when the teal began to arrive on the'ch ° Varie ty 
and to congregate in the marshes b >„ 6 . ^ iv er, 
we visited several times. Once it, which 

bustard in » grain-field ; they did 2, T ®»* <**n 
such a pace that all our effort * ’ but ran ; 


at 


such a pace mat an our effort’ 
them were in vain. By the ti m ! t0 C ° me up with 
Multan at the beginning 0 f v ^ "’ e m& rched from 
very feu 1 ' large duck in, fc,,, > there 

the teal. Sometimes w e sh ot arriv e later thin 
pigeons, but there was „ ot ^d-g touse am , 

Towards the end of October Hr Varie V of game 
crane used to fly over the ‘ f llll ®l>®s of -rev 

, ti0n ’ generally at 


WHlSTffy 



TROPICS AND SNOWS 


<SL 


night, when their cries could he heard afar off, and 
sometimes they alighted in great flocks, and lined the 
banks of the Cheuab River. In the daytime these 


uttuuvo wx -- In tlie daytime these 

birds fly very high up, .so that it takes some time to 
discover their whereabouts from the sound they 
make; but at night they travel near the ground, and 


- „ . — near the ground, and 

it is said that the natives then capture them by 
means of a stone tied to a piece of string, which 
they throw among the flocks to bring the birds 
down These cranes are very wary and difficult 
to approach, and I frequently made unsuccessful 
stalks in attempting to bring them to bag. But 

th f Im ! W d “y residence at Multan. Ho fell 
only one du 0 . i r came u n to him he 

"dth a broken wing, “ be knocked on 

rf f e t y a lef I few gel, both grey and 
the head with a stick, a 5 . 

barred-headed, were to be seen on the r,ve, late m 
October, but they did not begin to arrive in huge 
numbers until much later, and few were seen 


we reached the Indus in the middle of 


before 

November. 

, The Ohenab has a swift and muddy current, in 
which NV(i , . oftveral times, but 


— ' v ’es Ai-tlO CV OWAXV -- 

.. . - attempted fishing several 

. l ° ut nui ‘h success. We caught a m 

«*« ana pot**™ w**- 

STuSSr'.^® fc generally contained only hawk- 

d,,e “ 

", 

. ;i Dera | *»ts to march to Peshawar by 
Klw " and the Kohat Pass. We 
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did not expect very much sport on the way, as I 
had been informed by one who knew the country 
that there was neither fur nor feather on the far 
n f flip, river Indus. T-Towpvpt it is an i-r> 
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side of the river Indus. However, it is an in¬ 
teresting country, well worth seeing, although the 
stretches of stony desert and arid waste were by no 
means pleasing to the eye. 

Early in November we left Multan, and the 
first day marched some seven miles to the bank of 
the Clienab. Here I knew where to find game, 
having been several times after wild-fowl to the 
river at Shershah, and to a ceitaiu chain of small 
ponds or jheels on the farther bank of the stream. 
This was a sure find for teal; so in the evening 
two of us crossed the river m a boat, visited the 
ponds and marshes, and shot four couple of teal 
and n big maltad. tv ext day we made the 
passage of the Clienab—m easy enough matter 
as far as oar men and ourselves were concerned 
but a most drlhcult undertaking f or the , ’ 

and transport animals. J lie Clienab is Uow 
at Shershah by a fine bridge, but at t\l 
of which 1 write the passage had tn l tlme 
boats. The baggage of the regiment * in 

entirely on camels,—i n a p ; Was carried 

hundred,—and never shall { f 0 ' Unk ’ ab out two 

had in getting these beasts ii lto If e ! tlle tr °uble we 

generally docile animals on l,n,w, ' Although 

TVmst flppiflnilU, 1 . • tllO CC Slln’ir., P ,1 


^11(1 tlio “ t l • "O** 

objected to ’ ps ot 


water, and each Camel ]\^A . a Voyage bv 

to the boat. At lengt^f ^ 

“ l ' gMto'Oss, and, 


111 
lmv 

march e 


,. i i Wo 

vmg disembarked jp ]( | 

nvhed on to the u ext ‘ e '° a Tod 


. 0Uv bao'oacre 

t .""P^-gfouncl, „rl;t 

o 
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there Into in the evening. The following three (lays 
we marched through „ dreary country-,m endless 
expanse of low sandhills, with scattered, stunted 
bushes. Thera seemed to be scarcely any * 
and regions, W n , . i 


<Sl 


these 


game in 

a few partridges were 

occasionally heard caliber in tU nd • i 

® m tlie early morning, and 

at times a flight of sand-grousc would pass over¬ 
head. At Dera Dm P,„ a I Mtei fot a , 

shooting, whilst the regiment -went on to Sultan- 
kot. It was but poor sport: very little game 
was about, only the franeolin or black partridge and 
the grey partridges (more like the English bird), 
and we succeeded in bagging only a few brace of 
these. 


On the march we left our camping-ground daily 
long before daybreak, and arrived at our next 
halting-place in time for breakfast. One day we 
halted at Leia, a clean and well-kept, city of con¬ 
siderable size, with paved streets and a large gate- 
NVa y at each end of the main road. Near this place 

Wm.. 1 -I,. 


V s a large lake, where wc hoped to obtain some 


Kill - ‘ ° 

Hj 'nig ; ljvit not a bird was to be seen on it. 

r ram +.1. 

people cat Leia we heard that there was a 


' r °m the 
g0od place for 


w ( , nt on " duc ^ a f the next stage ; so two of us 
been in. ' <ddll g by the slowest train I have ever 
the .sand, ^^°' v Progression was doubtless due to 
times entirely* '* with every wind, and at 

the vicinity ( ,f 1 *j 1 ' , ' rs the line. Here we were in 
expanse was rdi!'*. XVftzil 'i country, and the dreary 
Suleiman Hanged the lofty heights of the 

Takht-i-Suleiman which stood the great 

— - ‘ At daybreak 


went off on ba ggat , e 


cam 0 i s 


we were up and 
to some jheels six 
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miles from Kami', the place where we were en¬ 
camped. The camel-riding was the most uncom¬ 
fortable and tedious mode of progression I have ever 
tried, for the camels were baggage animals untrained 
for riding; but the sport obtained at the end of our 
journey made up for the discomfort of it. First we 
came to a small pond, thickly overgrown with 
rushes, from which a crowd of wild-fowl rose 
Many fell to our guns; but the birds came cirelino- 
back again and again, and we soon made a fair bao- 
here, although the shooting was not good, and mam- 
duck were lost in the reeds. We then moved on to 
a large lake, plentifully sprinkled with duck and 
teal. Hard by was another piece of water; so, bv 
judicious tactics, we were enabled to blaze at the 
ducks as they Hew backwards and forwards from one 
lake to the other. I tear we did not shoot very 
well, for when we rejoined the regiment at the ord 
of the day out bag eonmted of only twent ™ 
duck of various kinds. J 

Next day we entered the valley 0 f tl t 
where the green fields and more pl entifl / Andu S, 
very welcome to our sight. Here - 1 treeS Were 

luck, for we bagged five duck and ^ agaiu in 
geese within a mile of camp. ‘ a 00u Ple of g rey 
The following day f 0un( | 

off 011 tlie bank of the Indms U !f t ^ enty ' five mile© 

spent the best part of t Wo tkv • j 0ca ’ where I 
cumvent the cranes, ge ^ in trying to cir- 
t0 be seen in vast quantity * duck > which were 
very Wild and obtained f ‘ * Ut were all 

nothing. Otoe should have a T Shots ’ and hawed 

ting, and mv a lai 'ffe mm y- T? , 


of shootin 


my 0n ly weV t r ge gUU for this kind 
~ m was a twelve-bore. 



1R0PICS AND SNOWS 

In the cold, grey dawn of the 14th November 
\\e issued fiom our camp, crossed the Indus and 
four of its branches by pontoon bridges, and, after a 
hot and dusty march, entered Dm Ismail Khan, 
preceded by the pipers of a regiment of the Punjab 
Frontier Force quartered at that station 

This place, commonly called “Dismal Khan” is 
much abused, but to us it seemed a pleasant spot, 
like an oasis in the desert, for all beyond is a howl¬ 
ing wilderness. 

Two desert marches brought us to Pezu, at the 
foot of the mountain of Sheik Budin, on whose 
summit is a sanatorium j and a bleak and lonely 
health resort it must be. The markhor, a species of 
wild goat, inhabits this hill, but two of our party 
who went out in search of sport did not succeed in 
shooting any. After passing through a rocky defile 
we emerged next day upon a broad and fertile plain. 
Large numbers of sand-grouse flew over the column 
on the line of march, hut we could never find any 
of these birds after our arrival in camp. Once we 
saw in the distance what appeared to be a o^eat 

lake glittering in the rays of the morning sun & but 
our hopes of wild-fowl in prospect were dissinh^ 
discovery th M it was nL,y a J ^ 
had deceived our eyes. b iuai 

After crossing the K umim Kvw , 
encamped near the stremi of at J lor “ We 
the afternoon went to 1 00 ]-' r ' aiaD & ® era b and in 
where there were a f ew ,i \ 01 ^ ame * n a marsh 
regiment marched next d'lV i' 11 ^ ^ ea ^' ^hen the 
remained behind to shoot 1 an< * anofc ^ er officer 
Starting at daybreak ^ f Kurrum liver. 

c *hot all day, but with 
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poor success, for only one goose and about a dozen 
duck‘and teal fell to our guns. Never have I seen 
such countless millions of wild-fowl as there were on 
this river. They rose in myriads and darkened the 
air whilst the whirr of their wings might have been 
heard at a great distance. They were very wild. At 
the risk of our lives we crossed the treacherous quick¬ 
sands of the river again and again in pursuit of the 
game. Many that were shot fell into the swift current, 


and were borne rapidly away, whilst others were car¬ 


ried off by large hawks which attended us all day. 
From Narang Serai a fourteen-mile ride brouj 


brought 


, . g un noo, or Edwardesabad, whence the regiment 

marched to B»had« Khel. 

From this place « marched for several days 
..„i, rocky defiles and barren mountains, one 

j ‘ ¥ traversing a 1«“* ‘ unn , el ‘'““g 1 - » kill, until 
arrived at Kohat, the last frontier station on 
our line of march. Ho. more game was met with 

— o^arehing 

and camp-nte w» 

At night the regiment was surrounded bv 
cordon of sentries a precaution rendered 2 3 & 

by the presence of bands of robbers win GSSar y 
to be in the district. S 0 cunning ^ ^ 

these frontier robbers that they will , f l Skllful ai *e 
tents full of sleeping soldiers. “ ste al rifles f^ m 
At Kohat, a pleasant little -\ • 
three days to take part in Some * latl<m, %e halted 
the presence of the Commander • p, f lanceuvr es in 
meat was one of those which 1 'i Ue£ My regi¬ 
on the celebrated march fV 0]n accompanied libn 
and the men especially lo ok( ,q ; ml to Kandahar, 

\ 




to 


again 
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seeiug thi.ii old cliict. A11 the troops in garrison 
lined the roads to receive him, and an amusing 
incident occurred. When the chief was momentarily 
expected, a carriage, preceded and followed by a 
cavalry escort, drove vapidly down the road ;'the 
first regiment thinking that his Excellency had 

arrived, presented arms. The saints was carried on 

till down the line, but as tho nmnno n 

. . . , uie ca mage passed us we 

saw that it was occupied by Lady Roberts The 
Commander-in-Chief himself rode in soon afterwards 
On leaving Kohat, we marched through the p af!S 
over the mountains by a zig-zag and rugged path 
This valley was dotted with small strongholds. 
Every man’s house was literally his castle, a neces¬ 
sity among such a turbulent people. The inhabitants 
were even then indulging in their favourite pastime 
of fighting ,■ at least many shots resounded through 
the valley, and tribal warfare was said to be the 
cause of them. 


There were some chikor or hill-partridges here, 
i We were unable to leave the road to go after 
Do'' 1 ^ 0 were glad to reach Peshawar on the 3rd 

com ff U ' 101 ’ an< ^ settle down again after the dis- 
ment ^ a durty-two days’ march. The canton- 
account'^f at thi8 time a ver 7 bad reputation on 
passed tvvav ^ • ’healthiness, but I believe this has 
supply, un ‘\ y t S j“ lce die introduction of a new water 
Punjab station's 1>lftce is now as salubrious as most 
It was bitterly 

the ground when w, C °^’ antl there was frost on 
beginning 0 f Decemf into Peshawar at the 

peach and other ,v ui > , < ' ' Massing through miles of 

' ' :u dens, we entered the can- 
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tonracn t at its southern extremity, and pleasant 
indeed it looked after our long- desert march, for 
the trees at the sides of the roads were green, and 
the gardens were enclosed by hedges of roses in 
full bloom. 

The city of Peshawar is a place of great interest 
Entering by the Edwardes gate, one passes through 
a street of shops of various kinds, where swords 
and shields and table-cloths in endless variety are 
sold. Farther on we come to a number 0 f skin 
shops, where furs from all parts of Asia, from Ka.sh 
mir and Thibet, from Bokhara and Siberia, are ex¬ 
posed for sale. Here are rugs of silver-fox skins 
there the beautiful pelts of the ounce or snow- 
leopard, lying side by side with sable and squirrel 
and cat skins from Bokhara. Posh teens, sheep-skin 
coats manufactured in Cabul, hang i u front of th e 
shops, and rugs of camel and sheep skin are piled 
in profusion. 

The men seen in the streets are o-ene • 11 

forbidding appearance, and do not a pn e - . * “ ° f 

with favour on the European. The wr 1 W t0 *°°k 

in long white garments, with C v ? n * Gn §° a Wt 

through, but otherwise veiled f roiTl ? L> 1 ° le * to look 

The year passed at Peshawar ' - ^ to foot - 

pleasant memory to me. j Wag f 18, 011 the whole a 

escape the two worst months 0 f ?’ tunate enough Vo 

going to Murree, . lovely Mi J ) 0 llo t weather bv 

layas. option i n the yp ^ 

* -.I, ue -Hima- 

My stay there was a ls 0 

the Jlielum Salt Range i,, Va ried bv *. • 

sheep of the PunjaC I /?" 1 of .-*■ ? *°f 


shooting on the Cabul J 


yy man °° na ^ tbe wild 
c P a good day’s 


uver. I g°od day’s 

^ 1J t lc Jbelum Salt 
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Range, where I spent ten days with a brother officer, 
we did not obtain much sport. There are very few 
ooricil remaining there, and not many of them bear 
good enough heads to be worth shooting. Our bag- 
consisted of only a couple of these animals and a 
few head of small game. 

We used sometimes to go down the Cabul River 
in a boat dining the cold weather, starting from a 
pontoon bridge, and making our way some ten miles 
down the stream to Nisatha. 

Frequently we had very good sport with the 
duck and teal, and sometimes added a goose or crane 


to the bag. I had only one good day after snipe, 
when two°of us shot twenty-six couple of birds on 
Mathra Jheel, near the hills north of the Khyber. 
On another occasion we drove out to Matanni, near 
Aimal Chabutra, at the mouth of the Koliat Pass, 
and crossed the frontier in search of si-si partiidges, 
but did not set many. We were accompanied by a 
horde of frontier rascals armed with jezctlls , who 


insisted on attaching themselves to us, saying they 
had come to protect us. The best shooting- "round 
near cantonments was a little-known place, Cham 
kanni, beyond the fort, to which I resorted several 

7“ . 

bungalow, emerjani, nn i« nf 111 IJie 

the heat was J? ° ^ sunset, wliilst at night 

,t s 'ue. ** Acp almost im- 

This state of thiners i 

months, and the cold u-p?i ^ ° llly about six 
perfect, makes up f or it ^ whei \ the climate is 

P is sometimes so cold in 
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December and January as to render it necessary to 
keep fires burning all day. 

I passed August and September at Murree, forty 
miles from the large military station of Rawal Pindi. 
Here, 7000 feet above sea-level, the scorched-up tra¬ 
veller from the plains finds rest, and is able to breathe 
the fresh air once more. It was indeed a pleasant 
change, and one that I could appreciate after having 
suffered much from fever during some months’ resi¬ 
dence in the burning plains below. There was no 


the 


cience m ^ A 

sport to be obtained at Murree during the rainy 
season, which lasts from June to September, although 
T there were some panthers and bears in the 

• • V • cn T had little to do but idle away the 
viemi y > ides and walks on the hill-sides. 

£ the Mun-ee hills was grand on 

, i ,r- and the scenery was sublime. There 
're decpv^leys clothed with deodars, and beyond 
Zl hills, and inonn tains m the middle distance, 
i .main mountains towards Kashmir 
and ‘V ,, i. There wont, 


ravines where the sun .ever reached the LZ , 
depths; »d ^ in the ZZt 


.im.ths- and Deyouu *u, gustennio- .. ,. • /kJUlcU 

heaven,'jutted great peaks, their h^ of 

purple distance, then summrts clad i„ et * * 111 
And to the south, far far away m,- na * Sn ow. 
pall of heat, lay the arid plains of tl L in a 

1 On returning to Peshawar \ f Ull J a ^- 
tailed to command Fort Jamr ud Myself de- 

0 f October. From the outskirts 0 f tl^ the m °nth 
two broad metalled roads, C0llst he cantonments 
the movement of troops i u # J cte d to facilitate 

\ rmi side by 
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'side clue west towards the Kh-yber Pass. Approach¬ 
ing Fort Jamrud these two roads converge into one 
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broad way, which becomes rugged and stony as it 
nears the celebrated pass. Farther on, the road 
enteis the gloom of the mountains, and winds along 
their rugged sides. This is the high road to Cabul. 
On two day s in the week a stream of traffic, of 
camels and two-wheeled carts, passes along this road 
to the carat anseidi at Jamiud. On other than these 
caravan days the country is almost deserted. 

Fort Jamrud was built by the Sikhs, but it has 
been partly reconstructed and improved upon since 
it came into our hands. Near here the Sikhs fought 
many a battle with the fierce tribes, who came down 
from the hills above, and in the vicinity is the last 
resting-place of their great general, Hari Singh, who 
fell in battle. 

The fort is situated about ten miles from I esha- 
war, and a mile from the entrance to the Khyber 
Pass. At the time I write of, it was garrisoned by 
one hundred infantry and fifty native cavalry, under 
the command of a British officer. Whilst at Jamrud 
1 made the acquaintance of Colonel Mahomed Aslam 
Khan, who commanded the Khyber Rifles and . W 
of Afridi Khan, the headman of one of the lood 

Tt' “ “f * ”; d “ *** presents 

. political officer of the Khvher to 

whom is doubtless in * JV - )e1 ’ t0 

■ ir * gteat measure duo the lono- 

. 

one evening a ^ PeshawEr t0 Jamrttd 

fluently prevails ffi J ls ^ t;oini arose > such as fre- 

A °rthern India. These dust- 
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Storms are welcome, as they clear the atmosphere, 
reducing the temperature ten or fifteen degrees in 
the course of a few minutes. They are, in other 
respects, rather a nuisance, as the dust gets into 
one’s bungalow, and everything is soon covered with 
a thick layer. On this occasion I was galloping 
down the road towards Jamrud, when the sui” 
which had lately been shining brightly, retired 
behind the clouds, the sky assumed a leaden hue 
and the atmosphere an oppressive closeness, such as 
generally precedes a thunderstorm or an earth¬ 
quake. Soon the lightning flashed among the 
Khyber hills, and the thunder reverberated among 
their rocky caverns, awakening echoes that had a 
few years previously been roused by the roar of 
cannon and the rattle of musketry. A few drops 
of rain fell pattering on the parched surface of tlm 
earth; the wind rose and blew in gusts, moanino- 
among the scanty trees, and whistling roi]Tu1 » 
orev walls of Hari Singh ka Bure. Tl J , tlle 


grey wans or u<*'* JJurg. 

cloud, borne on the wings of the wind & ^ 


the far north. Rapidly it approach’JJ^ 6 ^ in 
voice of the storm came howlffio- fP, 7 ancl the 

~ tXlpniTrvl-, j_l 


vyx -- - ~ | U 

air. The cloud was of dust, and pi. tlle desert 
the simoom, seemed to overwh 1 ^ tlle blas t of 
its course. The air was darkened in 

galloped on with difficulty th„ \ and horse 
storm. At length the blinding 

a huge pillar of cloud rolled „„ P"*ed. and like 
the red glare of the setting 8 th « whilst 

of dust transforming the d ^ «» particles 

ns it rolled onward across th Ua to » pillar „f fire 

Where it had passed, a p , esert i 

1 ^ere as before ; 


hi 
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the air was cleared by the passage of the storm, and 
a gentle breeze was wafted from the western hills. 
Soon I rode through the gateway of Fort Jamrud, 
a mass of buildings standing out on the stony 
waste. 


Hie following extract from an article of mine, 
published in Land and Water in May 1891 may 
be of interest in the light of subsequent events’-— 

“ I left the fort early one morning with a small 
escort of cavalry, md rode towards the famous 
pass. The vast importance and historical interest 
of this, one of the principal gates of India, render 
the first aspect of the Khyber Pass most interesting 
and impressive to the traveller. I t is celebrated 
in both ancient and modern history. By this way 


Alexander of Macedon advanced to the conquest of 
Hindustan. From here issued the barbarian hordes 
of Timur the Tartar, when that conqueror overran 
India and established bis Eastern empire. Every 
point of this mountain defile has been fought for • 
every rock has borne the brunt of battle ; the tide 
of war has flowed through it from Afghanistan to 
India, and from India back to those bloodstai ] 
plains. Inhabited by wild and warlike tribe,. T 
rocky sides of the Khyber Pass have ever ■tffaJl 
safe strongholds to their fierce warriors 1 1 * 
more than one occasion they have been V • ^ 
obstacle to our advance into \f l Senous 

however, times are changed Q- ° iamstan - Now, 
war the work of puc ig °'. * L ' Uce t3jc lasfc Afghan 
has steadily progressed,' ^ 1 °^ KHyber tribes 
the road through these ’ ? t le P resent <%> 
tively safe both f or trav e l||f t ^ ^ compara ' 


and traffic. The 
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At times it jmsses 
through rocky defiles, oris bridged over watercourses, 
and anon winds round some tall cliff, whose cloud- 
wrapt summit towers above the vale below. 

“The scenery is much the same all the way 
Hill rises upon hill, and rock upon rock, and the 
majestic mountains trend away until they become 
purple in the far west. 

“ Some ten miles up the pass we arrive at the 
fort of Ali Masjid, a high, almost inaccessible cliff 
crowned by a grey grim fort. A silver brook runs 
over a stony bed at the base of the hills, a p uro 
limpid stream, rippling in the sunlight, which but 
a few years since ran red with the blood of British 
soldiers. Here, in the last Afghan war, took place 
that stubborn fight, when, time after time, our tvo ' 
were beaten back by the fierce mountaineers 
was it until their rear was threatened by one , f 01 
columns that the Afghans retired from thoi ° ° Ul 
nable position, and we took possession of ^ lmprc §' 
bought prize—the fort of Ali Masjid ' ° U1 c ^ ear ty- 
“ Stones mark the place where t , 
the bones of enemies and friend* ' u ‘ 1T)es fell, and 
’ ’ ’ ’ - all ke H e 

0 fort i* 


mg 


6, under the lonely sand. The 7^ ue a °uldpr- 
soiled by a detachment of the ffi , ls »ow o- arv : 
raised in our service Rifles, a fore 


m, • , / . 1Ce |, 10ln union(v th 1 10 lurce 

pass. This levy is of * the tribes 


the pass, and escorts ear ^ ^ utp ity. ft n- 
f, J n«hni u> n cara vans on U ©“naans 


from Cabul. In its 


against 

servants 


0n the 


us at Ali Masjid 11 ? ma «y who f° 

> of the Briti J’:’ but they ate * ho „ fou Sht 


crow 




“The various tribes m)l ., • . 

and warlike, inured to 0 - <U,1 ^ n 


n °w faithful 


ghCrilff J P h ° pass are wild 
" ll ai °j regard- 


V ) 1 
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less of life. The men are fair, and of fine aspect, 
and many 01 them of a Semitic cast of features. 
By the distribution of subsidies, and by the raising 
of a levy from their own people, the wild tribesmen 
have become more or less subservient to British 
rule, and the bloodshed and lawlessness of former 
days have given way to a condition of comparative 
peace and quiet. Nevertheless, the Afridis are not 
to be trusted. They are jealous of their freedom, 
and ready to resent any encroachment on their 
rights. They are subservient only to the force of 
arms and the power of gold. The wolf sleeps, but 
is not dead; the fire of hatred has burnt low, but 
is not extinguished. . _ ... _ 

“ At the farther end of the pass is Landi Kotal, 
where a large caravanserai has lately been built, and 
at which, it has been rumoured, the establishment 
of a cantonment is contemplated. Such an advance 
would be fraught with importance,^ as it would 
finally secure the shortest route to Cabul; and, in 
the event of our having again to enter Afghanistan 


by force of arms, it would open out one of the prin¬ 
cipal roads, which has in former years caused no 
little opposition to the advance of our armies.” 

This was written nearly ten years a<r 0 and 
history has since proved that the wolf indeed only 
slumbered, and has arisen like a giant refreshed 
And if carpet-bag party politicians, fireside strate¬ 
gists, and dilettante-tacticians could see this moun- 

;UKl —^linN nltivs 

0,1 ,j wou j ( j i 011 d " a inst its warlike inhabit¬ 
ants, there would be l css talk of . n 

failure in the conduct of th , A* mc0 ‘T tol “. a " d 

wte campaign in I irah. 
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Towards the end of 1888 1 was transferred to a 
regiment stationed at Ferozepore, where I spent a 
few months before proceeding on leave to Kashmir. 

The approach to Ferozepore does not present that 
place in a very inviting aspect. Crossing the great 
liridgc over the Sutlej at Ganda Singh, one sees 
a great dome of reddish dust hiding a considerable 
portion of the hat desert country. This cloud of 
dust contains the station of Ferozepore. 

Arriving there in December, I saw the canton¬ 
ment at its best, the nights being very cold, and 
the days sufficiently cool to render a fire necessary. 
The climate there was pleasant and healthy, and 
the sport obtainable on the Sutlej River was excel¬ 
lent. On the river we had many a good day’s 
shooting, crocodiles, geese, duck, and teal forming 
the usual bag; and occasionally we shot some hares, 
partridges, and sand-grouse 111 the jungle west of the 
cantonment. One day went to a place in the 
small independent state of Fandkot, to try and 
shoot some antelope, but met with no success" TV 
son of the rajah was shooting on the same dav 1 
I had an opportunity of observing the « ^ and 

ployed by him. He had a long lf Ue of T eiu ' 
at intervals of about a yard from 1 ^ acec ^ 

an open space of some ten y aV( i, , < f C 1 otller > with 
of the line. A troop 0 f mounted 1 111 tdc middle 
the surrounding country f 01 . , U men then drove 
being hunted towards the li tl antelo P e * which, on 
the open space, and were da S s > made for 

who were concealed close |° tde s P°Hsn}en, 

y ’ as they galloped 


past. 


At the hegi lining 0 f ^ 


Cu l<l weather numbers 
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of wild-fowl came down to the plains of India from 
the far north. Quantities remain on the five great 
rivers of the Punjab and their tributaries, whilst 
others speed on to the south, settling on all the rivers 
and lakes from end to end of the peninsula. Flights 
of grey crane me the river banks; flocks of geese, 
both grey and barred-headed, come down to the 
water, and feed in the surrounding grain-fields • 
whilst countless myriads of duck and "teal of almost 
every variety throng in their thousands wherever 
there is water. In February and March all these 
birds fly north again over the Himalayan barrier 
and across the Hindu Khush. W hither they g 0 
I know not, but probably their summer home is In 
the deserts of Siberia and the plains of Afghanistan 
and Persia. 

In order to give some idea of the kind of sport 

obtainable on the Punjab rivers, I cannot do better 

than describe a day’s shooting on the Sutlej River 

near Ferozepore. In the middle of February 1889 

accompanied by two friends, I drove across countr 

in an ecca, or native two-wheeled pony-cart to ^ 

place of boats on the Sutlej River, about twelve mil/' 

above the great bridge at Ganda Sin oh u . 

embarked in a large car^o-boat nf n * ' 16 We 

. i m ooat of curious mannfm 

turc, shaped like a mud-flat, with , , 

screen at the prow, renclermrr * f l ^ 00c ^ en 

for wild-fowl shootirm. a r ° ,? \ n exceIlen t vessel 

surface of the Sutlej, a mifrU 011 ,. ° )1Geze stirred the 

high banks and through sir, t l rollin 8 between 

On cither side lay 

hi 11 or other eminence, J‘ Un8 ’ unreli «ved by any 

wilderness, broken here ' f !? d c1rear - a bowling 

m there by a patch of 
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cultivation or a stretch of tall elephant grass. We 
floated slowly down the river for some little time 
without seeing any living thing save the bright 
blue and red kingfishers which Hashed from bank to 
bank, and the black and white ones which hovered 
motionless over the stream, and then, having dropped 
like a stone into the water, rose again bearing a 
silvery prize. Soon we saw many duck flying to 
and fro, and before long a large flock of birds was 
sighted, settled on a spit of land jutting out into 
river, some five hundred yards' ahead. On a 


the 


nearer approach being made, we discovered that 

- . •« _ LmivnrLnnoi lnrl A_ 


these birds were barred-headed geese. On, on we 


floated silently flown with the current, whilst the 
o-eese, all unconscious of their impending danger, 
sunned themselves on the sand, some sleeping peace¬ 
fully with their heads under their wings, and others 
pluming their long At length we arrived 

within twenty jw* «i the buds, now begin Bin „ 
wake if ••',,<1 look suspiciously » our j-. * 
cackling the while with outstretched neck, T ' 
we rose as one man, and two deadly x 11 1611 

poured in among the luckl ess * ^ w <*e 

smoke cleared and the feathers W ^ eu the 

went to pick up the dead and d lc<i flow n, w c 
eleven birds, some of Counting to 

The wild goose is generally , " ' padcUed feebly 
I have never since succeeded w ary bird, and 
flock of them , but this Inf ^ Setting? up to *1 
larly foolish, for they all ow ®“ St l,av « been particu- 
ngain and si* more » e “a to get within shot 

tunc large flocks of ^ ^ to our bag. AH this 

but th V w#n| y kept at »« Hying about, 

, i distance from our 1 


>oat. 
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and few came within shot; however, we managed 
to bring down some stray ones during the next 
lialf-hour. We now turned our attention to a large 
crocodile which was basking in the sun about a 
hundred and fifty yards off. He was lying on the 
bank with his head towards the river, his long 
pointed snout only a lew feet from the water ; so 
that, unless killed on the spot, there would be little 
chance of recovering his body. I rested my riile 
on the gunwale of the boat, and, when within a 
hundred ""yards of the monster, planted an express 
bullet between his neck and shoulder. 1 he struggles 
of that saurian were tremendous He made a great 
leap on receiving the shot, and then Ins tad began 
t o work like a flail, whilst the blood streamed from 
i8 gaping jaws. However, he could not move from 

, i kickin' 1 - m a few moments; 

his place, and stopped mckih 0 ’ 

we dragged the twelve-foot carcase into the boat, and 

went on down the rivet. Two more crocodiles were 

slain in this manner, hut we lost some wounded 

ones, so gave up shooting at them. Unless hit in 

a vital spot and killed at once, these creatures will 

always drag themselves into the water and sink. 

The Sutlej crocodiles are not the blunt-nosed man- 

eaters, hut have long narrow jaws, like an elongated 

beak, and subsist principally on fish. Their jaws 

however, arc furnished with very ugly-Iooking and 

formidable rows of sharp ^ an( , a „„„ 

will snap viciously at his captor. 

The duck on these Punjab rivers are difficult to 
approach, and a large bag i, 8cll]om ^ „ ith a 

twelve-bore gun. In the ponds and marshes near 
the rivers they are easier to circumvent, and I have 


VIQWV i° 



THE PUNJAB 


<SL 


55 

ma( }e many a good bag in such places, and thinned 
out many a Hock of common and blue-winged teal. 

• On this occasion we saw many more duck and 
teal, but shot few, and towards evening we arrived 
at Ganda Singh, unloaded the boat, and counted 
the mime. The total bag amounted to three croco¬ 
diles? seventeen geese, and a number of duck and 
teal, besides a few birds of nondescript character. 
No doubt more could be done with large-bore guns, 
hut there is more sport in shooting with a twelve- 
bore and 1 would rather bring down a single mallard, 
Hviim- swiftly down the wind, with such a gun, than 

•> °. , f „ ’. Wen with a four-bore, 

shoot halt a ao/w 

In April 1 obtained four months leave to Kashmir 
loft Ferozeporc arid travelled to that promised 
hml by way of Kswal P" 1 * “>d Mt.rree. 
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KASHMIR 

Journey to Kashmir-Road to Kohala-Thc Jhdum River-The 
Happv Valley—The V ular Lake—March up the Mountains— 
Camp in the Snow-An Avalanche-Moonlight March-Valley 
of the Kishengunga—Guram— Ibex—\lew from a Mountain Pass 

_ Prom Tilail—The Satai Mullah-Bear shotm the Zadgai-R ed 

Bears—Sheep-killing Bear-Bear mi.ssec -Koen Scent of IW- 
n Hears seen-Another Bear-Ibex chased by Ounce-Mist on 
SS.tai»s-A Mountain Tatn-A Cunning 

Bears seen-In the Clouds— Snow-leopards. 

ON the 12th April 1889 I loft the dreary pitting of 
the Punjab behind me, and, accompanied >y a fnend, 
drove in a tonga, or cart drawn by a pair of ponies, 
from sunrise to sunset, along the Kashmir road. A 
drive of forty miles brought us to the pretty little 
hill-station of Murree, where I had passed my two 
months’ leave during the hot weather of the previous 
year. Without halting at Murree, we drove on to 
Kohala, a village on the boundary between British 
territory and that of the Maharajah of Kashmir 
A» far as Kohala the wad wound along the sides of 
the hills hclow wh„d, lay fat* va „ >t 

times unfathomable gorges, whose black depths were 
almost concealed by the thick foliage. Early the 
following mo nng wo pr^j * 0 „ jol f 

crossing » Mg* «er the river, where the Jhclum, 

y, 11! I I . r0W . ? ot 8 c , lushes foaming over 
broken rocks between high l )an j. ' 6 

0 
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I believe one can now drive all the way from 
Rawal Pindi to Srinagar, but in those days Garlii 
was the limit to which wheeled traffic could go, and 
from there we had to complete our journey on foot. 
We had to hurry on as fast as possible, as we 
desired to secure a good shooting-ground. It was 
therefore necessary to keep ahead of other sports¬ 
men, for, according to the etiquette of Kashmir 
shooting, the man who first arrives on the ground 
and pitches his camp in a valley, acquires the ex¬ 
clusive right of shooting over the country in the 
vicinity. Beyond Garlii there are five stages, a 
distance of sixty-five miles, to Baramulla, but we 
accomplished the journey in two long marches and 
o,,c short one. To mtlnn five milto „f Chakoti our 
wsv lay along 11 brc “ d ' tortuous road which was in 

COUK e of construction m the valley „f the Jhelum 
The road was in some places tunnelled through the 
solid rock; in others bridged over deep “ 

and at times, when winding along the m “' 
Side, was rugged and uneven. \ Vo ^ 
culty in getting our bagga ge along dtl , 
had taken very little with Us. yyp ’ hou g ]l We 
loaded on an erra, or t^o-wbeeled ** ^ Was 

on one occasion we had to take P 0 ll y-cart, and 
carry it over a ravine, and n ut - f J ° m ' to pieces, 
the other sicte. The first ^gather ag’, n ^ 
bungalow at Chakoti, and the l6Sted at the ddk 
one miles fart her. Sonic „f t|| at Uri, thirty, 

were very comfortable and w ell .‘‘“ Vel W bungalows 
were dreadful hovels, mi “"^hed, but others 
pei'iciiecd considerable of them wo ex- 

thing fit to eat. dty ln obuiD 



TROPICS AND SNOWS 


Prom the low lulls above Baramulla we obtained 
our first view of the Happy Valley, embosomed below 
in the midst of the Himalayas.' Beneath stretched 
broad green meadows, through which the river 
Jhelum, famed as the Hydaspes in ancient days, 
wound its course between low banks lined with 
trees ; and beyond lay the dark waters of the Wular 
lake, backed by the snowy mountains that towered 
above. 


Wishing to reach our shooting-ground as soon as 
possible, we did not proceed to Srinagar, but engaged 
shikaris at Baramulla, and, having hired tents and 
such scanty furniture as we lecpiiied, hastened on 
towards the snow-covered mountains. 

One has to he very careful in engaging shikaris, 
for the majority of them are great rascals, whose sole 
object is to get as much as possible out of their 
employers. I was fortunate in securing the services 
of a good, honest fellow, who proved himself an 
excellent man in every way. 

After eighteen hours’ journey by boat up the 
Jhelum and across the Wular lake, we disembarked 
at Bandipura, and marched thence to Kralmu' 
when, we pitehed our camp at the foot of the hills 

At this time of the year the climate of K, i 

b’ ful. i ie j e . f , Kashmir is 

theory did WoodVeom t„ w P * J ‘ b pWns - 
earthly paradise. *" *° ment * «tle of an 

supplies of grass .sh«s,^ riw"!''''! C ° llcctc<l c00,ies and 
obtainable in the wild 8 for’ 0tlK>, ‘ nece88aries 110t 
marched next morning to ? , W ® were bound > we 

the top of the mountain, T , lg )aI ’ a 8tee P climb t0 

' ’ " bere we pitched our tents 
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in a clearing in the snow. Here it was bitterly cold 
at night. The icy wind rustled in the pine-trees, 
and whistled through the openings in my tent, and 
once I was awakened by the roar of an avalanche 
that thundered down the mountain-side not far oft' 
These avalanches are sometimes the cause of serious 
loss of life, and a young army surgeon, whom I knew 
at Multan, perished with all his camp the previous 
year, being overwhelmed in the Sind valley. 

Some hours before daybreak we marched by 
moonlight, in order that we might be able to wall- 
over the snow without difficulty before its frozen 
surface should be melted by the heat of the sun 
Crossing the Rajdiangan 1 ass we descended to the 1 
valley of the Kishengunga, and encamped at Kanzel- 
wan, sixteen miles from our last halting-place. In¬ 
here to Gurais was only eight miles ; so we mure] H 
next day through that village to Zarwan five * • , 
farther on, at the foot of the pass leadi.w ■ ^ 68 

' Tilail district. ® lllto the 

Between Kanzelwan and Gurais tl 
Kishengunga Hows through green pas !° Streajn of the 
mountains, forming here and there . Ure ® ®«Ud high 
a deep dark pool beneath spread], ! ^arsh, or 
on, the torrent rushes over f..n n S trees, P’ n 

of mow and through dwk under cW,,„ 

valley is l.roud and f crti i Vu >«5. Th e rj 
prosperous-looking vill ages ' contain, 
large flocks of sheep md 1 he inhabitants « 
many strong but small ’ and Possess 
very good baggage ani* 8 - These poi • gre . at 
to the coolies, who C ar S ’ ^ are f. . ° make 

small loads. At this 1 0l i ' u preferable 

ei “% ioT y „ f T parativdy 

v 1 t the year the 
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ll<v " ' 'i '' 1 |i; 0,1 ^ ,e ground over the iiasses, so we 
were unable to make use of any hut coolie-transport. 
f“t «W™ ft* Principal village of Gurais stands a 
lofty, almost perpendicular cliff, where my shikari 
pointed out a herd of ibex, and said there were a few 
fine ones still remaining, The herd was distinguish- 
able through the binoculars, but 1 decided not to wait 
for them, but to push on to Tilail. 

Ou 22nd April I crossed the path to the south-east 

and descended into Tilail, marching sixteen miles 
whilst my companion remained at Zarwan to shoot 
in the surrounding nullahs . On the summit of the 

high pass between Gurais and Tilail 1 rested on a 
snow-covered plateau, where the silver birch-trees 
spread their wintry branches to the blast. From 
this high eminence a splendid view was obtained. 
Beneath lay a deep ravine with precipitous sides, 
clothed with dark pine-trees, tier upon tier laden 
with snow. To the north the sun shone on the 
eternal snows of Nunga Purbat, and shed his rays 
upon the glaciers of Dyamur. Far far away, bound¬ 
ing the range of vision, the colossal heights of flu, 
Hoof of the World loomed through the misty atmo 
sphere, forming a majestic. l a, i;n ^ s , me 

with tlicir uiiglity ,,,,. 1 - i • i , i°untains 

etuunity, looked dief, i ' ' «*>*>■» of 

the vale below. *H time on 

From Tiliul^uhTent' 1 ”' ° WOsite the vill “S e of 
securing the exclusive vir!]' ° ^ le nullah, thus 
us I remained in the v ld|? ° f ‘ sll00till n there as lou g 
dawn next mornino' i , ^ Leaving camp before 

st)lr ted out in search of my 
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first bear, taking wit-li me a double-barrelled express 
rifle and a Winchester repeating rifle. Crossing into 
the neighbouring Zadgai nullah, my shikari pointed 
out the tracks of two bears, which we followed for 
some distance until the path of one could be seen to 
cross the heights to our left, whilst the other animal 
had evidently entered the forest on the riwht 
Suddenly there was a rustling in the brushwood, and 
there appeared a huge dark object scrambling through 
the snow, discerned now and then between the stems 
of the pine-trees. The bear had scented us, and was 
making a bolt of it, 1 fired several snap-shots in 
vain as glimpses ol the animal were obtained through 
the intervals between the trees, and splinters of wood 
Hew all round him. At length the bear emeroorl 



the snow, and it was some time b f ' U< trough 
the bear’s tracks and quantity . r * 0re We found 
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cartridges left for the express rifle, I had to follow 
the poor beast up and finish him off with the Win¬ 
chester. ihis was an immense bear, over seven feet 
long and very fat, his gigantic size no doubt account¬ 
ing for the large amount of lead he took, as generally 
not much difficulty is experienced in killing these 
bears. He was the largest of his species I have seen, 
and they appear to seldom attain a much greater 
length than six feet. The coat was a splendid one, 
the hair very long and thick, of a silver-grey colour 
above and a reddish-brown underneath. 


From October to May these red or snow bears 
(Ursus isabcllinus) have beautiful coats, but the hair 
falls out during the hot weather, and my shikari 
informed me that the animal was not worth shooting 
between July and September. 

A few days after the above -recorded adventure a 
bear killed a sheep not far from my camp, but, by the 
time of my arrival on the scene, Bruin had made off 
and left the remains of his prey to the vultures and 
other scavenger*. When a bear takes to killino- 
sheep, which is happily not often, he does on ; * 

mense amount of damage. This particular 3e ‘ Z 
.eon a scoarge to the.surrounding villa J ‘ ‘ 
hut he was so cunning- tint ,hl , ° * years > 

men had been after L Z SeVeral s P°rts- 

getting a shot. His nh ’ ^ °“ e latl succeeded in 
in the dead of nmht ? 'I? S t0 Vlsit tlle sheepfold 

and they were occasionally f !' ^ a few off > 
or ground in the vicinit . Juried in the snow- 

only marked by the dkt’ ’ Ut ^ is visit Was usually 
heap of dead and dyino ^ JVor y 1,1 the morning of a 

l0G P> billed apparently out 
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of sheer wantonness. r lhis beast’s depredations con¬ 
tinued at intervals during the whole period of my 
stay in the Tilail district. One night he killed and 
wounded ten sheep, and carried off two of them ; but 
he would never remain long in one place, and it was 
in vain that I searched the hill-sides for him. 

As a rule the snow-bear feeds on roots, berries 
and insects, which latter he finds under the stones on 
the hill-sides, but he is also said to have carnivorous 
propensities, and to be not averse to feeding on the 
carcases of any animals he may find, such as ibex 
that may have been overwhelmed by avalanches. 

After killing my first bear I had a run of bad 
luck, partly owing to unfavourable weather, for it 
snow ed or rained almost continually, and, although I 
toiled over the mountains day after day, and spent 
hours in the snow, nothing was seen for a fortnic 1 1 
except two ibex, which were not worth shooti,, A„! 
reason of their small size. ® |J > 

At the end of a fortnight my Cam n , - 
five miles up the Satai nullah, and pit .1 T move( * 
thicket of white birch-trees close to +1 » ^ am ^ a 
beneath the shadow of a high pr Ce i • ^ Stl ' earn > and 
my arrival in camp, a man who 1, ®oon after 

look for game brought in news of* i Seilt °ut to 
about a mile off. After a stiff ol f , he 'lad seen 

-Sr;™ “* 

——4," 1 7,S’2 

the ravine, we could g et " tlle shindy i ° 

rifle on a rock, I took * ° '^rer, o{ 

white fur on the animali, Y^' aim on . * 
alas! the bullet passh aml fire f tC ^ f 

lm and pluno-ed i n +n 
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the snow beyond, whilst the bear disappeared behind 
some locks, followed by another unsuccessful shot. 
A short time afterwards we saw Bruin going off over 
the snow' at a heavy gallop, and it was useless to 
pursue him, as there was no saying how far he might 
travel. Another week passed in a vain search for 
bears, but none were seen until 12th May, when we 
found one feeding on the southern slope of a low hill 
about five hundred yards off. On either side of us 
rose an inaccessible precipice, leaving only one line 
of approach. The wind was unfavourable, as it was 
blowing right up the ravine, so there was little 
chance of a successful stalk. We moved cautiously 
on for about fifty yards, hoping to find a way of 
climbing the cliffs on one side, and so get above the 
bear; but it was of no avail. The beast ceased 
grubbing in the grass, looked around, nose in air, 
and in a moment was off up the rocks and into the 
pathless forest. These bears are easily approached, 
if stalked against the wind, for their eyes are very 
small, and they cannot see far; but they have a 
wonderfully keen scent. One puff 0 f wind from the 
stalker’s direction, when at a distance of n 

. 

all chance of getting a shot. 1 J0U 

again, and wafJught LaT - !°° k ^ this bear 
to take shelter under some^ ^' S110ws ^ orm ’ 80 lla <J • 
At about two o’clock in the ^ * clcared 
came over a hill on the nr l aftewi00n two bears 
and scrambled down a 8 ! de of the ravine > 

couple of great dogs. >now -drift, playing like a 

They were a very ] 0n 


o Way off, and I watched 
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their gambols for some time with the aid of my 
binoculars, hoping that they might come nearer, 
but was doomed to disappointment. After scamper¬ 
ing about, rolling and playing in the snow for half 
an hour, they entered the depths of the forest, and 
we never saw them again. 

Next day we visited the same place, and tracked 
the two bears for a long way over the mountains. 
Towards afternoon it came on to snow, and I g ave 
up the chase in despair, so the shikari lighted a fire 
under a big pine-tree, w here we sat down to warm 
ourselves and dry our wet clothes. After a time the 
sky cleared, and we walked along the crest of a long 
mountain, following the spoor of a snow-leopard for 
some distance, and then descended to the valley 
beneath- Looking up iron, below i„ the direction 
we had come from, I saw a hue bear rooting 
grass about six hundred yards off. 0 „ V B; ' 
must have passed close by bin, 1 • } 

me rocks. Now fk, ’ W den 

e 3 er > it w a $ 

, st 

Ins haunches, looking in our direction Up ( 

inn round he trotted off. and ', ip en tur 

^ Appeared 


down we 
from view by some 


- . , ^OW, however it 

hopeless, for the wind was blowing U p foil ’ S 

as soon as we saw him he took alarm AllU0s 

.. , 1. i_1,:— • . Ullu ii and sat — 


on 
turn¬ 
over 


_ and j 

the crest of the hill. 

On 17 th May I Saw 
but was singularly uul Mk f 0 "* A ® 1 of game 
early moniing we came on t l le , tlB S in the 
ibex, which had apparently V B>oka ot ' a herd of 
valley by an ounce, , nd , cc “ abased into the 
by a snow-bridge duri n „ .'**** the river 
with skilful deciphering of * The shikari 

were thirteen animals *„ , th « banks, said tberi 
5 Ue herd, but 


we never 
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saw them. Ibex will travel for miles when thus 
nod. 
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pursued. 

e then climbed up the mountain-side, and 
ascended to the ],igl, cst ^ The mouublins were 

clad m a veil of mist; the clouds lolled through tile 
dark woods hung round the beetling crags, and 
floated ill white fleecy fragments in the vale below 
At length the mist cleared anil tU ^ ^ ^ 

melted the light clouds, which disappeared in the 
infinite azure. A placid tarn was disclosed em¬ 
bosomed in the plateau beneath, surrounded by 
streaks of snow through which the young grass 
sprouted. On the brink three hornless stags were 
cropping the grass, but I did not disturb them, in 
spite of the entreaties of my shikari, who begged me 
to shoot one for food. In the afternoon we descended 
some distance, and had a long chase after a large, 
light-coloured musk-deer; but it w T as knowing and 
wary, and I could not get a shot. My shikari 
informed me that this deer was a solitary male that 
had frequented the same spot for years and tl 
two seasons before a sportsman had fired seven 1 t 
at it without effect, so it was not surprising tint T 

animal would not allow to get wiCl kUhe 

He came down the snow a In,, • A ar ge bear, 
and commenced feedino- on tl * ^ f 1 111 tilc bills, 
We started to stalk ?' e SI de of a small nullah, 
success, for the way >Ut little hope of 

ravines lay in our p u t], S an ^ difficult, several 
dusk. Whilst toiling be 8' imii »g to get 

to my right, and looked !' * Jm ppened to glance 
which we had been wand • ° Wards the ground over 
8nde ^g during the day. And 
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then forth from behind some rocks not more than 
six hundred yards off issued a big sh e-bear followed 
bv two half-grown cubs, coming straight towards us. 
They topped the brink of the ravine; descended, 
still coming in our direction, and reached the snow¬ 
drift close to the place where we had crossed it 
earlier in the day. Suddenly the bears halted. 
There were our unfortunate footprints, the marks 
showing out clearly on the white, smooth surface. 
Fatal footsteps! The old bear looked round sus¬ 
piciously, put her nose down to the snow, then 
turned, and, followed by her cubs, rushed up the 
mountain-side, and was soon lost to view in the 


deepening shades. It v as now becoming quite dark, 
and it was useless to attempt to follow the big bear 
.... first seen, so there was nothing for it but to 


ve had first seen, so there was nothing for it but to 
return disconsolately to camp, where we arrived tired 
and hungry late at night. 

Next day l left my camp before daybreak „ i 
went up to the highest hills to look for 1h'7 1 

Soon after we reached the summit the wl 1 
tain became enveloped in thick cloud ° m ° Ul1 ' 
could only see a few yards, and w • \ S ° tllat We 
down and wait until the clouds d ''7 ° bll § ed to sit 
started along a ridge dividing tw^l ^ We tben 
in the snow, not more than fif t , ° largc nu Uahs, and 
where we had been Waitfoo fr °nt the place 

tracks of a snow-leopard 7 <lSC0Vered the fresh 
where the great cat had Sat *** Wcre plain marks 
been sitting there while P ’ and it must have 
clomls, for there were no tr ac JT W °§g ed * the 
on the ground. W e fop ° k * we first arrived 
distance, until at len gth the trail for a long 

^ 0 ft the snow-line, and 
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( oukl not bo tiaced any farther. The snow-leopard 
is .t into animal, and is seldom seen, probably on 
account of its nocturnal habits. They have some¬ 
times been shot when follrm,;^ -i r v 
^ , . . following ibex or feeding on 

the bodies of their victims w +i , , 

, ^ ,, “ Luns, init the sportsmen who 

have Wlth tl ‘ e “ 1* accounted very fortu- 

nate There nuts have been several of these animals 
m the Safcai nullah, for I saw their tracks almost 
daily, but never came across one. For some time 
after this I saw nothing. The weather was bad and 
although the bear and cubs were again viewed' 
we were unable to come up to them. 
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Cliarce and Death of a Bear-Ferocity of Bears-Jackal killed by an 
' Ounce—One Bear killed, another missed—Bad Luck—Bear and 
Cubs sighted—Desperate Climb—Death of two Bears—Bear in 
a Sheepfold—The Heights above Bernai—A Herd of Ibex—A 
War killed—Night in a Cave—Return to Cinrais—Musk-deer— 
More Bears—Length of Bed Bears—Return to the Valley—Black 
Bear shot at Mullingaon-The Lolab Valley-Voyage to Srinagar 

_'Plie Venice of the East—Bridges in Srinagar—Horrible Slums 

_Kashmiris-- The Chenar Bagli- Flight of Importunate Mer¬ 
chants-The Dal Lake Life m a House-lmat-Unsuccessful 
Search for F.lack Lears -Colonisation of Kashmir -Mountain 
Villages—The Preservation of Game-Return to India. 

a mouth had now elapsed since the fust and 
beer shot,»» 'lay I had toiled 1 

the mountains and o\ei the snow for i ^ 

without success. On the morning ^ 
after having wandered far over the hill , t , 
to rest for a while, so lit a fi re , ’ deci ^d 

comfortable with a greatcoat and u. y 6 m y s elf 
was falling at about one o'clock 1 '" l ®dow 
aroused me and pointed out a ' , Wllen my shikari 
A short stalk brought us to a y** fee<lin g below 

hundred yards above the place ' 1Stance of al >out a 

engaged in digging up roots b,,t r the ailimal 
shot, and missed him. The’be, , "'A' a very bad 
before 1 could put in ^ °*» looked round, and 

„p the lull at us. I ^ sl '»t he came straight 
twenty yards, and then f„ ' u « il he g„t within 

00 ^ U ‘ bullet struck 
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im between tuc neck and left shoulder, and passed 
through^liis heart, killing him dead on the spot, and 


<Sl 


lie rolled over and over to the bottom of the ravine, 


leaving great splashes of blood in the snow. On 
arriving at the foot of the hill we found that the 
carcase had rolled into a deep 


- - cavern under the 
frozen snow, and it required the united efforts of 
myself and my men to haul the heavy body to the 
surface. 

Having always been told that this species of 
bear is a very mild-tempered animal, never known 
to show fight, I have been in some doubt as to 
whether this one had any aggressive intention. Not 
being gifted with an acute sight or hearing, it i s 
quite possible that he did not see me, or know 
where the strange noise, made by the rifle, came 
from. I am inclined to think, hovever, that this 
species is not less fierce than his black congeners, 
which have a well-earned reputation for ferocity. 
The fact is that the snow-bear is generally met with 
on open ground, and shot from a distance. - p cw 
animals will show fight in the open, or charge for 
a distance of more than a dozen yards. TiieTh 


b “ is i'r! ly f y nd io tm mid froLx 

„,et. suddenly at a few pace., distance. Given t , 
same conditions, lfc see ms hhhhr . e 


snow-bear will 


no 


pro, rtde that the 

equally pugnacious. 

shooting! affeCt t0 des P i8e bear- 

pursuit of tigers and otl^ 0 ^ com P are< l "dth the 
Certainly, the bear - ^ more dan gerous game. 


mild-tempered animal, ly a comparatively 


i '■“'•hi aj hn f 1 

occasion. Moreover f ’ , Jl ° can be crusty on 
’ lle shoots bears on foot, and 
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not from a safe position as is usually the ease in 
tioer-shooting. Of course, when a wounded tiger 
has to he followed up on foot, the summit of danger 
is reached, for the charge of such an animal will 
oenerally he fatal to the sportsman ; whilst Bruin, 
although lie can attack with a will, moves more 
slowly, and is therefore easier to stop. Even if he 
does get hold of one, the wounds inflicted by hiSfc, 
although sufficiently disagreeable, are not as likely 
to be °fatal as those of a tiger or panther; but 
authenticated cases are on record of sportsmen and 
others having been killed outright by bears. 

On my way back to camp after shooting this 
bear we found the remains of a jackal, evidently, 
from the marks in the surrounding snow', killed by 

a snow-leopard. 

The following day my tent was moved a Iona 
way up the nullah above a salt-lick, once a noted 
place for ibf- Ike ibex, however, have nearly 
all been killed ofl, and it i S doubtful if . ^ 
worth shooting remained i n the Tilail v / 7 
Near this salt-lick I killed a small bear 1 ^ ^ 
a very fine one. I lie small one was kit miSSed 
good shot through the head as 1 C< Wltil a 
across my front about a hundred ' ? r Was rur ming 
He fell across a mountain rill i fifty off. 
head in the water, and the pure sllatt ercd 

to a crimson stream ( 


Pure n shattered 

LU 11 “..“ ,u - The bio- ly8tal Was turned 

off, almost straight below m * Was a long way 

nearer owing to the steepn,^ T We e ould get no 

•» . ? Mi l r\+ -i ~ He 

on shac... 

I g nearly to 

ke a, polar bear. A 


nearer owing to the steep,, " and We could a e t 
was an enormous animal, LT\°* the ground, 
with the hair on his shag'* ^ a white colour, 
the ground, that he 1 0( £ ^ hanging nearly to 

u ftke n i_ < 

Vi 
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louwlnhout s t,tlk l)roug]it us to the place where we 

1,11 111 ’ c< 11 111117 T' lt he had moved oft’ and taken 
up a position on a ridge on the opposite side of a 
ravine, whose precipitous declivity precluded all hope 

of a near approach. All this has taken a short time 
to relate, out the stalk , . , . 

T , , l ' UK bad occupied five hours, and 

I was thoroughly done un m. • , ’ 

i at i i k o ,\ ! <lUlv uig on the rocks 

above, ho doubt it would have heerillw* . , 

■ , i r , i - la. tUl better to have 

waited for the animal to get to n , n 

, r , „ • , , T & moi 'e favourable 

place for stalking, but I was impatient .„„i n 

like the idea of any more labouring U p an( j ^ 

hill It was a similar shot to the first one I 

missed, my bullet again going high; a second shot 
was equally unsuccessful, and we soon saw the white 
hear going right away over the snow. 

After this came some blank days, during which 


no game was seen. 


I had now been five weeks on my shooting- 
ground ; had fired at only five bears, and killed blit 
three; and was so disgusted with my had hick that 
I determined to return to the Kashmir Valiev h b 
dig at all likely places on the way. u „’ * 

success all this time may be attributed itJ if 
to the unfavourable weather, f or lnci pally 

passed without rain or snow— / ' Xaice v a day 
cient to prevent the animals f. clr<:UJa stance suffi- 
tl.cir forest retreats until late i» H from 

the weather generally cleared ^ eVcn * n &> w ^en 

Ill till gray morning 1 ', , „ 

tents on to Prom Tilail -o ' 11 ^ a 7 ^ sent my 
nullah, intending S ] 1( ’. ( ” * 10 ea trance to the Satai 
and arrive in camp fiy ri j, ^ " a ^ a ^ on S’ the valley 
by a bridge of snow, AV) .° ' j 1 ^ Crossing the river 

Sca et ^ tlie heights on the 


• MINIS/* 



HIMALAYAN BEAR AND CUBS. 













miSTffy 



KASHMIR 


73 


§L 


left, bank, and marched along the crests of the hills 
overlooking the valley. Having seen nothing all 


O — v 

the morning, wc rested for a couple of hours during 
the heat of the day (for tin- sun was hot even at 
oxent altitude), and in the afternoon moved 

Sr> -i . 


this 


a Ion the mountains towards my camp. At about 
four' o’clock we spied our old friends the big slie- 
bear and her cubs. They were a long way off, high 
the hills on the far side of the nullah, and it 
time before 1 could make them out, even 


up in 


was some 


with the aid of my binoculars, although the sharp 
of the villager who was with me discovered 
° S , uce . I hardly hoped to reach them. We 


I at oucc. a xltlA *7 w u «iui mem. \\ c 

1 j vc hecn two thousand feet above the stream, 
“‘"'V, +] lC bears were an equal height up on the 
Ate Ncvertteless, I determined to make 
o, effort to coroo up W,til tlicm before dark, al- 
" 0U gh it tax all my energies to do so. As 
£t “as we could, and m cons.derablo danger of 

liking out ^ down the \l! 

elivity, sliding and floundering throng,, the !„ 

. . ' ■ i ia d a very narrow escaim r T tUt sn °w. 

Once 1 bau j aua pG, for I R i; rvn a 

the snow and went sliding down the d, ^ 1 1 011 

velocity that increased every , bllft with a 

a friendly birch-tree stood i„ tho * *°rtunately, 

me from being precipitated a s l ^ and So saved 

hundreds of feet on to the rocks i 'T dro P of some 

At length we arrived on t i , , v * 

only to find that there was ? nk of the riv 


i, Was no i ., nver, 

nearly all the snow-brhW r for miles 

time melted by the heat of t] * Vln S been by this 


was about four feet deep , t '° Sln ’- The i cy river 

. . whilst the .. l ’ ail,X SW 11 } U£51 


s „ow, whilst the current’^ *ith melted 

' foaming over the 
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rocks at a pace that seemed to render the passage 
impracticable. However, time was short, no other 
means of crossing could lie devised, so wc went in 
and waded across. I dropped my trusty alpenstock 
on the way, and was nearly swept off my legs by 
the torrent, but arrived safely on the other side, 
although in a most bedraggled condition, wet and 
cold, whilst my clothes had suffered considerably 
during the passage through bushes and over snow T 
and rocks. Then came the climb up the steep side 
of the other hill. 

My shikari conducted the stalk with great skill, 
keeping well out of sight, and with a view to the 
direction of the wind; no wo at length arrived in 

an exhausted condition witlun eighty yards ot the 
family of bears. 

Wc were only just in time, for the sun was fast 
sinking behind the hills, and the gloom of night was 
beginning to settle over the mountains. I rested for 
a few moments watching the animals with interest. 
All unsuspicious of danger, the big bear stood on a 
small km.ll across the ravine opposite to me, tooting 
up the grass with her great paws, and now and then 
pushing her nose into the earth to extract some 
succulent root. The young ones, which were well- 
grown, and much larger than I had thought, were 
turning over the stones and licking up the grubs 
.( m a b s oppiDg at times to play in the long grass, 

er like kitten,. It wee 

an easy diet; ami the big on6j shot „ and 

through, fell dead to my first ^ Thc cn \ s „ 

11,11 ' , ,| ’ , " had Dot got far before thc 

aecond bullet knocked him „ veI . a °„j be roU ed back 
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into the watercourse. The remaining cub, I am 
o-lacl to say, escaped unharmed. Certainly, the cub 
should not have been shot, although it was some 
live feet in length; but immature animals of all 
kinds ought not to be molested. However, one 
commits deeds in the hot days of one’s youth that 
may be regretted, if not atoned for, afterwards. 

This was a hard day’s work, with a satisfactory 
termination ; and it was fortunate that we had only 
half a mile to go to camp, for it was dark before the 


bears were skinned. 

On the first day of Juno my camp was moved to 
the village of Bernai, about five miles farther on, 

•vt the foot of the pass between Tilail and Qurais. 
Here news was brought in that three large ibex had 
passed over the hills that very morning, and also 
that two ponies had been killed by a snow-leopard 

in a neighbouring nullah some days previously 
But 1 had reason to doubt the truth of these reports 
which were probably concocted by my sMk 1 ’ 

was afraid that my return to the valley W ou d 
deprive him of employment, and who th e 
wished to keep me m the mountains a, i ° re 

possible, as lon g as 

The sheep-killing bear had a<nii 1 
and on the previous night he £ i Jeen at work, 
sheep in the village near whinf destr oyed fi V( 


w, °v . . ° which J 

pitched; but it was useless f 0 n . y camp Wl 

never remained long i n 0ne , ‘ ° WlT1 g him, as 1 

difficult now that much of the ^ and tracking w 

Looking from my teilt • ^° w was melted! 

she-bear with a small cub 0n ^ Zoning, I saw 

there were two impassable .* ° ld - )osite kill; b 

<v \ rU ° lS between us, 
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all that could be done was to sit and watch her. 
At night a great uproar arose in the village, a 
shouting of men and barking of dogs, due to a bear 
having tried to get into the sheepfold. 

Next day I climbed the rocky heights above 
Bernai, passing on the way through a forest of 
deodars, many hundreds of which had been torn 
up and hulled to the ground, either by a hurricane 
or an avalanche. Whilst looking for game from 
a pinnacle of rock, a herd of ibex, consisting of 
some does and a small buck, passed close by me. 

Shortly afterwards, a large light-coloured bear 
was sighted a long way below us, and we started 
to stalk it. On the way down I heard a rustling 
in some bushes about twenty yaids off, and, on 
looking in the direction of the noise, saw a bear 
get U p slowly from the undergrowth. He had 
evidently been roused from bis slumbers, and before 
he could collect his senses I killed him with a shot 



through the neck, and at once hurried on to look 
for the first bear we had seen-, which, however, could 
not be found. The sun was now hmh in the 
he.™*, and Brum had doubtless sought some s«o 
eluded shade for his mid-day siesta 

1 if hi, «""*& fighting for 

itched ,'rr '” nd : 

bear wo had seen wa« hi. " ' 1,1 the other 

have been a sight won t 0pp0neB * : thc «gbt would 
as they had the air must a* 0011 ^’ ^ or suc ^ coats 

As Hi s above b “ V6 been " i(i , 

frequented by g nmt . , „ , appeared to be much 

Vc nt up there next morning 
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witli two days’ provisions and some blankets, leaving 
orders for my camp to be taken on to Zarwan, in 
the Gurais valley. The mountain -tops were at a 
areat altitude, and still covered with snow. For¬ 
tunately, we discovered a large cave, in which we 
passed two nights; but we could find no game, 
although there was a profusion of tracks of bears, 
ibex, musk-deer, and leopards. 

Although the cave in which we slept was sur¬ 
rounded by snow, and was at a height of some 
fourteen thousand feet above sea-level, it was 
pleasantly warm—a great contrast to my tents below, 
where the nights were bitterly cold. It was lucky 
for us that we found this hospitable though primitive 
shelter; for the first night a heavy hailstorm came 
on which would have rendered a bivouac in the 
snow exceedingly unpleasant. On arriving in camp 
at Zarwan I *>«- Gurais valley looking very 
picturesque with its green fields and pastures, its 
silvery brooks, and heuls of sheep and cattle , 
welcome change after the wild and rugged 1 

which I had passed the last six weeks.^ S1 ° U 111 

It was not until Stir J Ulle , 
game. On that day I left my <, c more 

early morning, and went over a st 1 ais » the 

a thick forest of giant pin es to ^ ' 1' u 'l and through 
In the morning a musk-doe,. village 

down in the wood, a nd j , sighted sitting 

through the body. She r„H ed "f >>« with a shot 
Mil and would have been down the 

and lost for ever, but fortun^ »to the river 
stopped by a fallen tree. 3 «*> body was 
musk-deer brought to ba„ 1 '» was the second 

Wing been shot 
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in 
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the Satai nullah, where they were very numerous, 
hut where 1 did not molest them much, for fear of 
disturbing the bears. We skinned it, and cooked 
some venison on the spot, and found it to be of 
excellent flavour. This little animal has no horns, 
but the male has large canine tusks, and bears a 
musk-pod of considerable .value. For the sake of 
t n.. musk the animal has been almost exterminated 
m many parts of the Himalayas. 

Having lunched of the musk-deer’s flesh, we took 
up a position on the top of the hill, keeping a look¬ 
out for game ; and later m the afternoon two snow- 
bears came out ot some jungle far below, and 
ascended to a drift, vheic they amused themselves 
by alternately fighting and digging up the sprouting 
grass at the side of the snow. It was a long, difficult 
stalk, for the hill-side was very steep and slippery. 
My shikari informed me that a villager had lost his 
life there the previous year. He slipped on the 
snow, and fell into the torrent below, where his 
body was soon swept away beneath the snow and 
ice by the swirling current. 1 1 

However, we arrived at tlm lw+„ 
hap, but the bears had disappeared "V ""V" 
favourable, so « cautious],- ™ Wmd *' as 

in the direction where the • t ie nu ^ a ^ 

seen. Suddenly two o Tev , a,u | ua 8 had last been 
the snow in fivww o 1Cat 8 l )0 PP®d up from 


seen 

behind the snow in front of - - j. 

vards off, with a iudicivmc. llle ’ nofc ni0l ( ‘ 1*han ten 
. , • ‘" ions exoittmi,. e __ 2JL 


ment depicted on their ex P less ^ 0n °f astonish 
biggest one, a fine iriak Jl ‘ ,lte,lflllces ; I shot the 
allowed the other one to ’ liou 8'h the neck, but 
as fast as lie could. e ‘ Sca P e ’ a nd be made off 


mtsr^ 
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"This last beat measured live feet nine inches in 
length. This appears to be about their usual size; 
aiuf out of seven killed by me only two exceeded 
six feet in length. My first bear was an enormous 
one, seven feet three inches long; and I think they 
are seldom seen of larger size. 

This day terminated my shooting in the moun- 
arJ on 10th June my camp was pitched at 
Kralpura, at the foot of tile bills. 

Although it was hot in the valley after the frosty 
niohts of the mountains, I was not sorry to get 
down’ to the low country again. For hill-shooting 
• hard work, and I would not recommend any-. 

18 to undertake such an expedition unless he is 
lifted with a considerable amount of perseverance 

nn< \ly last shot was fired at a black bear, which was 

killed' on nth June, when my camp was pitched in an 

orchard near thereof Mulhngaon, about a mile 
from the shore of the \\ ular Lake. Taking my rifl 0 
wont out on ft. o™m„g „ my « 7*0*. 

lack bears, which frequo.it this part „f “ fol ' 

rreat numbers, coming down from « i COuntl T 
y at night, to search f or f, le gene- 
Xndian corn-fields. It was easy Av feed iu the 
the labour of toiling over the L - ° . spared to 
and snow. Here I had merely '^ utail is and rocks 
the low jungle among grov J * st *>U about in 
within a short distance 0 f ’ 01 Mulberry-trees 
time I sat down on a W e , ’’ y After some 

torn from the Acts al,„ Vc , uld «. which had been 
look-out man was posted ! the wiuter storm \ 

few hundred yards off; slight eminence a 

ltl1 a lter a sliort time 


I 

black 


rally 
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looked in his direction he was signalling franti- 

‘ ckin S U P m y rifle, I ran as fast as possible 

m the direction indicated. Mounting a low hill, I 

sin 1 Ul } oimd myself within twenty yards of a 

black bear busily engaged in feeding among the 

branches of a mulberry-tree. The beast saw me 

almost immediately, and began to clamber down, 

but received a bullet in her stnmo-n i t t 

L xl in ‘ 1 stomach as she dropped 

to the ground from the lower branches. On reaching 
• the ground she ran about uttering short, am-ry 
growls, and evidently in search of her assaihmt, 
but the jungle was so dense that neither of us 
could see the other. At length, guided by her 
growls and the movement in the bushes, I followed 
the beast up, and finished her off with a bullet in the 
head. 

Soon after this adventure we crossed the moun¬ 
tains and descended into the Lolab Valley, the 
most fertile in Kashmir. It is a long, broad 
valley, enclosed by high mountains, covered with 
P^'e forests. The lower slopes of the hills bear 

itself 18 mulben T" tf^es, whilst in the valley 
prof , chorries > plums, and apples grow in wild 
Riv ;; S1 -- lu the midst of the valley the Pohra 
;UK | s ' Vln J s lts silvery stream through rice-fields 
Jhclui n ° n ( ^ eS . ° f 8' re en meadowland, and joins the 
place famon H f U , ^ l01n So P ur - 011 the Wular Lake, a 
This valk.y mallse er-fishing. 
garden of ^ 0Ile k ’ rae ( l u ^ e the bear- 

but most of t | ,nr ’ helug infested by black bears, 
killed; for J :ih( |"' 1)lu st have been driven off or 

me, searched in vah'V^ 0 ^® 1 ’’ w ^° bac ^ 110W j$ ne ^ 

01 game during the five days 
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remained in the Lolab valley before proceedin 
to Srinagar. 




Srinagar. 

Those were indeed idyllic days. In the early 
morning we wandered about in search of bears, 
returning to camp in time for breakfast. After 
that we would sit at ease outside our tents 


that we would sit at ease outside our tents on 
the bank overlooking the stream, and watch the 
trout feeding below. Then we would bathe, and 


trout feeding uciuw. Then we would bathe, and 
anther fruit from the various trees, and in the 
evening resume our search for bears. On 21st 
June we embarked in a house-boat at Awatkulhi, 
„nd set out for SriimgM. The two days’ voyage 
was not very interesting. n the first day , vo 
ourneyed down the riverhut there was some 
delay when we arrived at the lake owing to the 
timidity of our boatmen, who did not wish to 
Zs nd were with som .htheulty indneed t 
do A because the weather looked threatening and 

asomewhat stiff ™ '’'owing. It £ * 

just to say that then u e were not entirely with' 
L reason, for the flat-bottomed boats . were " 

upset, and the surface of the l akc • 10 e ®lly 

much disturbed by storms. ‘ 11 gently 

Srinagar lias been called the V 
East, but truly it is a very ^ eniCe of the 

is doubtful if the city 0 f t l le J eaice > and it 

be flattered by the comp ar i Son | 8Ctl Kon Woul(1 
by many branches of the *v G r\ ilS ktersec+Ad 
facility for good drainage; j afford every 

which 1 write there w as „ 0 J™. « the time of 
the inner streets were i u „ llUt *age at ,, 01 

whilst the main stream w a “ Wfl11 state of finl 

a- If;. 

1 »y wooden 


ruption. 
6 
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bridges of primitive construction, the buttresses 
being formed of huge pine-logs, laid in cross-layers 
one above the other; many of the buttresses are 
bent, and seem to he heeling over to the current. 

I ll* 3 ' lllcluui forms the chief street of the city, 


and many well-built houses are on the water’s edge, 
contrasting with the wretched hovels in the horrible 
slums which branch oft from the main waterway. 
Some of the houses are crooked, half toppling 
over, and supported in places by huo-e logs of 
wood. These dwellings were displaced by the 
great earthquake which took place some years 
ago, when many people and houses were destroyed 
All along the mam street the inhabitants may be 
seen bathing, and washing clothes, and i n the 
evening the whole population seems to come down 
to the water’s edge for these purposes. 


The women are remarkable for their beauty, 
being exceedingly fair, and having well-formed 
features. It is noticeable that the women and 
children of Kashmir seem to do nearly all the 
work, whilst the men are idle. Men could he 
soon lying lazily m cargo-boats which were being 
paddled up or clown stream by their wives and 

“na?c ;:;r hored by thc “«■ 

, , 1 * pi ° ’ a l0ft -lying piece of ground, 

ss <•"“•*> r- .; 

, i m ' poplars. At the foot of 

these gardens flows +i,„ 

, , , thc crystal tide of Bende- 

meers stream, a shallow ,• . . , r 

— • " uver running in a w r cedy 


lied. This place is r rpi1n , i, , ° . . 

i r i , , generally used as a camping' 
ground ior bachelors nri j • . ■ f nv 

f U1 . ’ an d is not noted either toi 

healthiness or moraity \r _ lir tents 

V' INo sooner were oin n * 
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pitched here than we were besieged by a crowd 
of merchants; workers in silver and workers in 
brass; hawkers of cloth and leather goods; gun¬ 
smiths and watchmakers,— in fact, a host of rascals 
of every description. We had some difficulty in 
fretting rid of these importunate dealers, but 
eventually they were put to flight with the aid 
of a bull-terrier. 

Of all rascals your Kashmiri is the worst. He 
tries to swindle the unfortunate traveller in every 
wiv and no merchant would think of asking less 
than’ double the right price for any article. 

Srinagar was almost empty, as far as visitors 
f,m India were concerned. Most of them had 
to Guhnarg, far up the slopes of the Pi r 
range, where people retire at this time of 

Sf'r' wUch “ consk,mbk 

l Vt There is not much to do in Srinagar, but it i s 
an interesting «ty, and one can take pleasant 
trips by boat up and down the stream* l * 
the town. After a few days’ stay ^ 0nd 

went to the Dal Lake * le thenar 
t time in the Nasi m p’^ encam ped 

reat chestnut-trees ou a beautiful 

„i™;™ , ’ Slt «ated m, ... 


gone 
Panjal 


da ys’ stay 

m r n a T\ 1 * 

Bagh we v 
for'a short 

grove of grei — »* DC8 . 

of ground sloping gently dow n to H ° U a 8tret <* 
we moved on m a northerly dp. • the lake - Then 
where the river was i cy Cold . e J tlon to Gunderbal 
of the mountains that rise a bo 1C melted snows 
climate was pleasantly Cool ‘ ° Ve ’ a »d where the 
heat of Srinagar. after the comparative 

At the beginning 0 f j 

life of idleness, and g»w tired of tins 

, . yd to tile country on 


misty,. 
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the far side of tlie Wular Lake, in the hope of 
finding a few black hears; but we were not fortu¬ 
nate enough to come across any, although there 
were plenty of marks. One day we beat some 
small nullahs with a horde of yelling natives, but 
nothing came out of the jungle. ' On another 
occasion we went out by moonlight and wandered 
about half the night, but the mulberry-trees were 
all empty. 

The climate in the Valley of Kashmir is mild, 
and in the hills is bracing, and the country 
appears to be pre-eminently suited to English 
constitutions, and admirably adapted for colonisa¬ 
tion. It might with advantage be colonised by 
Englishmen : and what baniei against foreign 
agression could be more effective than one formed 
of our own countrymen? The soil is fertile, and 
requires only labour to become one of the best 
grain-producing countries in the world. Fruit of 
all kinds grows in abundance without the labour 
of man’s hands ; whilst flocks of sheep and herds 
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covered by a roof of logs and mud. No attempt is 
made to fill up the interstices between the logs of 
the walls, so that the icy wind blows in from every 
quarter. Perhaps it is well that this is the case, for 
the villagers are not by any means cleanly in their 
habits, and it is therefore not at all desirable to 
exclude the fresh air. Such was the outward 
appearance of the log huts; but 1 never ventured 
inside one and possibly the interstices were blocked 
from the inside. The people live in a state of 
"Lcmo squalor'; men, horses, sheep, all huddled 
together iu one house. In the winter they 
1 after the manner of the bears which 

h 7 e r t their inhospitable clime. They shut them- 
in ia " ' in t heir houses with their flocks, and live 
S °' the stores of grain laid up for the winter, 
T n there is »“ unlimited supply of water obtain- 
Se from the snow surrounding the dwellings on 
sides. Small patches of ground are ^ 
but the people live almost entirely by their herd! 
of cattle and sheep , uhlH they manufacture tlieir 
own cloth and blankets from the wool of the l att ,„- 
They are very parsimonious, as was proved't, 
in a remarkable manner. When a bear kin 1 
large number of sliecp tlle ed a 

the headmen of several hamlets i n ° tl UU ’ 

came and begged me to collect W 16 Vlcinit y 
the jungle for the destroyer. T 1 S &Ud drive 
a hundred beaters, at my ex . J( " W0ldd provide 
man. Not even for their own T’ ^ f ° Ur annas a 
men work for nothing, alt| Uni( ,i iCUefit W0Q ld these 
this season. They pr e f ei 1® 1 dlG y were idle at 
losing their sheep. ' to tun the risk of 

\ r\C\ 
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K Some of tlie villagers at Prom Tilail were said to 
be very well-ofl, and to have hoards of money liidden 
away: not only money is buried, but they dig im¬ 
mense holes in the ground for the storage of ghee, or 
clarified butter. These stores pass on from father 
to son, and some of them last twenty years. What 
a state the ghee must be in at the'end of that 
period! Put then, as my shikari frequently re¬ 
marked, the villagers eat food from which a bear 
would turn with disgust. 


In the Happy Valley the people have far better 
houses, and are certainly more civilised, living in 
a condition of comparative comfort now that” the 
government of the country is undci Biitish supervi¬ 
sion, and they are relieved from oppression. The 
rajah is a Hindu, and the majority of the popula¬ 
tion is Mahomedan ; so there used to be, il possible, 
more oppression than is usually the case in native 
States. 


The wild animals in Kashmir have been steadily 
decreasing year by year, and the sportsman has now 


to wander far in search of game. This decrease of 
game is partly due to native shikaris, who used to 
kil! nunibei, of animals and sell ^ tropfa £ 

Haveners in Srinagar. More dume to those who 
purchased them 1 The sole nf t i • • 

hibited. so the eai I “ ° P, ' leS 18 n0W 1 >10 " 

f i 10 ^ * m a better chance. It is 

hunters X™ .'1''^?’ bu * Em '°l )eau 

the diminution of the wiVl al ” e 5 responsible lor 
kill anything they Li '' aste - Fl * r . 8oma ““ 

and animals thus have ‘f eSpectlV0 

maturity. 0t a ^ air chance of attaining 
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Others visit the Kashmir shooting-grounds year 
after year and slay great numbers of animals, being 
apparently possessed by an insatiable desire for 
slaughter. The real sportsman is satisfied with a 
few°good heads,'and, having obtained these, will 
not molest animals that carry lesser trophies. 

Until the European sportsmen take matters 
into their own hands, and limit their shooting 
to a reasonable number of mature animals, they 
not cX pect the Kashmir Government to under¬ 
take any measures of legislation for the preserve- 
t lull of Gallic* 

Towards the end of July I received an appoint¬ 
in' a regiment of the Hyderabad Contingent, 
Which' I bad applied with the object of obtain- 
.° n 'i,„ tter sport in the way of big-game shooting 
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BERAR 

Geography and History of the Province-The Mahrattna Tl.o 
Korkus — Malarial Fever The Hyderabad Conting“mlte 
of Berar—Education in India—I lie Satpura Hills_Gam ' ' 

the Satpuras-Fauna of Berair—EUichpuri-Scorpjona and EuaW 
—Chikalda-Gawilgarh—Extract from Wellington’s Despatches 
—Muktagiri — Antelope - shooting — Great Bustard— Wolves— 

Man-eating Pack of IIdives Gazelle-shooting Barking Deer_ 

Four-horned Antelope—A Jungle Pool. 

The dreary Punjab at the end of July was at 
furnaee-lieat, and the few days spent at Ferozepore 
were the most trying in all my experience, but 
speeding southward I soon reached a more delectable 
country, for Central India is comparatively cool 
during the monsoon months from June to September 
and the forests and green plains were verv nl • ’ 

to the eye after the drab of the northern d!!^^ 
Berar, or the Hyderabad Assigned Dktr t tS ' 
considerable tract of country l”~ 

of the independent State of Hyderiad f "r ' 
it formerly composed a portion ' n . ’ f whlch 

in 1853, assigned by JJ , lhe P rovince was > 

British Government" for 1 / ^ tlle Nizam to 
of the Hyderabad Com;, p!iyment of the troo P s 
Nizam is obliged to ] <eo a ^ orce which the 

which he had fallen int 1 P ’ but for tlie P a 7 of 
the Government of r, ?• iarge arrears of debt to 

Jl ln - Berar was tliercfoi’e 
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assigned as a security for the payment of these 
troops, the province having since then been 
administered by the Indian Government, whilst the 
surplus revenue, after the payment of all expenses 
of administration, is handed over to the Nizam of 
Hyderabad. 

Perhaps in no part of India are the advantages 
of British rule so apparent as in this small province, 
contrasting as if does with the adjacent independent 
State. The country is intersected by metalled 
roads in every direction; it is almost all under 
cultivation, and the inhabitants, freed from oppres¬ 
sion li ve in peace and prosperity, whilst the revenue 
f ’ t ] ic forests and other sources has enormously 
'creased under the administration of British 
officials. The inhabitants of Berar are mostly 
Mahrattas, a famous and warlike race in days gone 
now gi ven t0 edition, agriculture, and 


by, but now 5— 

I’ neaccful pursuits whilst, 


other peac 


beine 

O 


a 


. . • n finvflmmpnt 




various villages, whilst the forests #f 11 •*« 

hills are peopled by an aboriginal ' ' ltp " l:8 
Korkus, who are allied to the G„„d” . caU « 

men live by eutting wood and band 3 “ ng ! e 


fair mini 


her of Mahomedans 


scattered in the 


reserved forests, where they a j Kr) ' aUll,00s if the 
patches of land around their vill a „ 08 ° UltlVa ' 


'ate 

have suffered loss by the British^ 8 *! Pe * aps tlle ) r 
the weight of the forest l aWs , . e ’ fov they feel 
very small area of land f or ’ , Ug 011 ^ allowed a 

wild beasts that abound i n ,, U1 Ration, whilst 

re their crops. Thev ^-protected 
> ile y are fairly 


small 


the 


ravage 


region 


\\T 


good hunters, 
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but cannot track like the Gonds. They worship the 
bison as a god, but, although they will not touch 
the animal, they have no objection to showing the 
sportsman the haunts of their bovine deities, 
lhese aborigines sutler very much from malarial 
le\er, and sometimes also irom epidemics of cholera. 

I lie Melghat district of the Satpura hills near 
EJlichpur is notoriously unhealthy, except during 
the hottest season of the year, and the inhabitants, 
presumably owing to want of stamina, appear unable 
to withstand the effects of malaria, which is rarely 
fatal to Europeans, but is the cause of death of 
many thousands of natives e\eiy year. 

Ellichpur is the only military station in Berar. 
It is garrisoned by a portion of the Hyderabad 
Contingent, a force consisting of foiu regiments of 
cavalry, four batteries of held artillery, and six 
battalions of infantry, officered by British officers of 
the Indian Staff Corps. It was called into existence 
at the beginning of the century for the protection 
of the State, in those turbulent times when our 
ally the Nizam was threatened by the Sultan of 
Mysore an.l by the Mahattas and 
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«.> r ,iji 2 am, and part of it has been on active service 
Burma, whilst lately a regiment has been employed 
in the Reserve Brigade of the Tirah Expeditionary 
Force at Peshawar. 

The cavalry regiments are composed of Sikhs, 
and Deccani Mahomedans, all good fighting 


§l 


Jats, 
men, 
our native army, 
time of war, 


in 


and are not excelled by the best regiments of 
As an instance of their services 
it may be mentioned that the 


3rd Lancers distinguished themselves in many 
actions before and during the Mutiny, including 
Mahidpur, Jhansi, Kalpi, Gwalior, and Morar, and 
were also employed in the Burmese campaign of 


1887. 


m 


gun 


The field batteries of artillery are most efficiently 
turned and horsed, and require only a more modern 
in to be fit for W 8crvice > they arc at present 
, ne d with smooth-bores of ancient and obsolete 

pattern. The ™gimc„t s a re recruited 

principally in the ISorth-W eat Provinces of India 

and include in then- ranks a latge ^ J. 

Rajputs. They are therefore very similar i„ 
position to the native infantry regiments „ t 
Bengal Army, whilst they possess the distinct ^ 
having remained true to their salt ' Ctl0n of 


1857. 


111 the Mutiny of 


I have given a somewhat details i . 
this force, as little seems to be k nc ' ' e 80 ri P^ on °f 
and composition, not only ffi r. vn ! Wn ot ' history 
India itself, where local eorm a ng an<1 > but even in 

forgotten, 


as they vegetate in small stat - , ^ 

- 1 -' - ' l0Us > where the officers 


have no chance of advance ^ W lere tlle officers 
Bcrar is generally healt] ^ lc climate of 

iv ,.„ i T f 0 und it less 


Wealthy s a u4 

\\s 
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ing than that of Northern India, for there are 
great exti ernes of heitt and cold, whilst the hot 
weather does not approach that of the Punjab in 
severity, and lasts only for a comparatively short 
period. Moreover, the nights during the hot 
weather are not as oppressive as in the north, 
although at Elhchpur we suffered sometimes from a 
disagreeable hot night wind, which rendered sleeping 
in the open very unpleasant. Education has made 
great progress among the Maliratta Brahmins of 
Berar, and numbers of them speak and write 
English. In most of the larger villages schools have 
been established by Government, where both ver¬ 
nacular languages and English are taught. Here, as 
in Bengal, this high education appears to inculcate 
in the natives a desire for political life and an 
ambition for self-government on English lines, for 
which they are as yet utterly unsuited. 

In Berar, as elsewhere in British territory, the 
natives are not allowed to carry arms, but in the 
dominions of the Nizam of Hyderabad every black 
bristles with an armoury of daggers and other 
weapons. This warhke appears,** generally belies 

uslny mild and inXXTfto'!,y XT Tf •" 

T - f T- XT** £ w «:r :: 

except,on. for they are tr«c„lent fellows ready to 
use their weapons on occasion. ’ 7 

Berar is an ideal count r t 
naturalist, contain!, tIle s P°rtsman and 

game on its cultivate] vsriet y of 

the jungle-clad mountai,TT and valleys, and on 

wooded slopes of the g. '/ especia % 011 the weU 

oatpura hills. No pen can 
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Jsscribe the glories, no imagination can depict the 
beauties, of the Satpura Mountains. There are to 
be found every variety of scenery, and many 
varieties of game. There are great precipices and 
<->entle slopes and mighty peaks, and undulating 
covered with waving grass. There the 


>@L 


o 

prairies 

mighty bison wanders over tbe hills, and crops the 
bamboo shoots on their forest-clad sides, and in the 
heat of day lies in the shade of some giant tree, 
whose gnarled trunk and leafy canopy shield him 
from the rays of the scorching sun ; or else he seeks 
some deep cool glen, where the sun never reaches 
the silent pools. 1 here, on the mountain-side, the 
sambhur—noblest of stags—wanders from brake to 
brake - and in the watercourses the fierce tiger slinks 
to' his den at dawn of day, silently stalking with 
velvet footfall in the shady places of the forest 
accompanied by the chattering of the monkeys, the 
harsh cry of the pea-fowl, and the hark of the little 
russet deer. 

In Bern- are found also panthers hunt; 
leopards, bears, hyenas, wolves, wild dogs 
deer, barking deer, blue hull, black Wt 1 “ ' 
and four-homed antelope; the feathe, 1 ' ?az<>lle - 
prises the bustard, ftorican, pea-fowl C< ^ aine Com ' 
fowl, spur-fowl, sand-grouse’ paint °" ’ S l ’ e y jungle- 
partridge, and quail of various ki 1 traucolm > grey 
tory birds, such as duck, teal " i ’ niigra- 

the cold weather. ’ ' ’ ,UKl snipe arrive in 


The 


geogmp 


admirably suited for game Qf 0 the country is 
it does of mountains and f klU<3s ’ consisting as 
extensive tracts of ju n fo e _ c ° l ' ests and rivers, and 

-covered plain; whilst the 
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Bcrar \ alley is unequalled for fertility by any region 
in India. 


The station of Ellichpur, where I first joined 
the Hyderabad Contingent, is situated at the foot of 
an offshoot of the >Sutpura hills, thirty-two miles 
from the railway station at Amraoti, the chief town 
of Berar. I lie garrison consists of an infantry 
ie_,imei * . 5 artillery. The canton¬ 

ment is very picturesque, containing many fine 
trees, whilst the principal road, on the sides of 
which stand the officers bungalows, is bordered by 
bamboo clumps and fine tall trees. The bungalows 
in Ellichpur were very old, and mostly so out of 
repair as to let in a considerable amount of water 
during the rainy season. They were the habitations 
of innumerable scorpions, centipedes, and other 
horrible creatures, whilst the floor of one’s room 
would frequently be found a crawling mass of black 


ants. 

Snakes, both poisonous and otherwise, were also 
sometimes found in the bungalows, and I recollect 
almost treading on hr aits on several occasions 
This is a small and deadly species of snake more 
common than the cobra and other such poi ’ . 
vermin. 1 

dcTaZt r tberS and 0thw animals 

prowled about the cantonment at night. Once an 

night to find a hyena standii le m * t ( e ,jl 110 

during the last few weeks of " S “ t’,"’, 

a panther frequently visi °q7 ^ 
i-i, ■. , JS >tca the regimental lines, 

winch were situated on f lm, r • * 

, , r,, m a . n lJle &nge of the station not 
very far from the luno-ln it, 

-1 o °'dad slopes of the Saptura 
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hills. About twenty miles from the cantonment is 
the hill-station of Chikalda, the summer resort of the 
Berar officials, situated at a height of some 3700 feet 
above sea-lcvcl, and therefore enjoying a compara¬ 
tively cool climate all the year round. Not far from 
Chikalda is the ruined fort of Gawilgarh,• built by 
Ahmed Shah in the year 1420, of which the 
following account may be read in Wellington’s 


despatches 

The fort of Gawilgarh is situated on a range of 

„ 1~»nf TX7PPTI flic SOlirCftR nf f.Ko 


*■ ine iuiu ui oiuuatcu uii a range of 

mountains between the souices of tbe rivers Purna 
and Tapti. It stands on a lofty mountain in this 
range, and consists of one complete inner fort, which 
fronts to the south where the rock is most steep 
and an outer fort, which covers the inner to 
the north and north-west This outer fort has a 
third wall, which covers the approach to it f roni 
the north by the village of Labada. All these walk 
am strongly built, and fortified by ra mpat ^ 
towers. The communications with the IW 
through three gates-one to the south with tb ^ 
fort, one to the north-west with the m ,f 7 1Imer 
one to the north with the third wall ” ^ t0rt ’ aucl 

In 1803 Wellington, after deft.- f 
the battle of Argaon, invested the *f ^ c ^ n dia at 
occupied by the Mahrattas. j r ^’bich was 

under Stevenson up the hills tl ? ® Gnt a division 
gaon Pass, and round to Labada ^ le Daman- 

set up, a breach made, and V, i0re batteries were 
taken on 15th December-^. forfc formed and 

tion successfully carried out \ (]ifticult opera- 

said. ’ ilH Wellington himself 

mi Pi i. 


The fort was dismantle • 

Ccl 1858. 



It contains 
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l.iI old guns, one of which is said to have a 

i s~\ AT»n r\l A a - ^ 


several oici guns, one of which is said to have a 
considerable quantity of gold and silver in its com¬ 
position —with what degree of truth I know not; 
but if t iis "ere a fact, it would probably have long 
since been melted down. 

About six or seven miles from Elliehpur, in the 
Satpura lulls, are the beautiful Muktagiri Falls, 
where a stream drops from rocky heights to the 

valley below. This is accounted a sacred sp^t by 
the Hindus, and a number of temples have been 
built there, where dwelt many priests, some clad in 
ashes and some in salmon-coloured robes, who looked 
after the temples. 

Above Muktagm, at the back of a hill called 
Chorpahar, was some very thick jungle, the 
occasional resort of tigei.->. In 180, during the 
rainy season, a tigress made its appearance there 
and committed extensive depred- ions among the 
herds of cattle that had gone up to the grazing- 
grounds on the lulls. On receiving this intelligence 
I sent off my tent and camp equipage, which had to 
be carried up the mountain path- by coolies and 

encamped in the depth of the jungle on the ] ’ , , 

a small rivulet. The tigress had W ! ^ of 
and I found nothing j )ut t ] lc ’ ' ei> dle P ai ' fc ed, 

victims, and the tracks of its ' ^ ° ma,1 T 
places. I remained there thr PUWS !“ maUy 
the animal would return and 1° / S ’ ^°l } big that 
able time of it, for it rained ■ ] * V6ry UDComfort - 

an eight-foot square tent j ' ° St unc easingly, and 
of habitations under Sli( j llot tlie most desirable 
jungle appeared a parade \ Clrcurasta »ces. The 
to contain very little, a J T ° r game, yet it seemed 

i saw only a four-liorned 


misT/ty 
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antelope, which 1 shot. A few blue bull were also 
seen by my men, but I did not get a sight of 
them. 

Not far from Muktagiri was the village of Bairarn, 
where an annual fair was held. It was said to be 
remarkable from the fact that on a hill where goats 
were slain during the fair no Hies ever made their 
appearance. I visited the fair, but had no oppor¬ 
tunity of testing the truth of this statement, which, 
however, has been confirmed by Europeans; so there 


is little wonder that the natives looked on it as 

a miraculous circumstance. 


In the vicinity of Itllichpui, during the two 
years of my stay there, 1 obtained some very good 
‘ .,nd here made my first acquaintance with 

tlebhck tack, or Imlta 

The Christmas aitei my arrival it was my good 
• ' ted to spend a few days with some 


fortune to be n „ 

10 - were out m camp thirty miles f rom 


friends who — r „ ^ uom 

imcits. U* “ the 21th December 


Hode out fifteen »><» country, and en . 
ramped O" tfie “' of sm “" nver. 1 w , 

camper . m nr mn rr „„.l ,, . 1 Up 


bJore sunrise u-xt morning, and the air 

, ,,111 as I rode off towards n, y destination_, ’ 7 

to the fierce heat of the tropic,,1 aun j “" tra3 ‘ 
,The country was flat, and all houra 

tion. For miles stretched fields 0 f w | Cultlv *‘ 
,,,d millet, with sparsely- S c„tte red „ dt ’ cot ton, 
'here and there a patch of thick j un l,? rttee8 ' a,ul 

watercourse, now dry with the drounhi’ 7 “ deep 
Northwards could he dtstin ?nis W 8 “* of “onths. 
outline of the Satpura range, Where 1 Mue 

kinds abounds; but here i n tl , e bl g game of all 
7 N 1 ains oul y antelope 
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arc found, and less commonly a few gazelle and 
bustard. 

Ilu sun had just risen, when we viewed two 
bnc ' )aCv ’ uc k a ljout five hundred yards off: one 
was a sp cm: id fellow, whose glossy black and white 
coat shone m the morning sun.' We moved to 
within two hundred yards of him. when he began'to 
grow res less so 1 thought it time to take a shot. 
My bn let told loudly on his flank, hut he was hit 
too far back, and disappeared in the high millet-crops 
where we searched for him in vain. Shortly after¬ 
wards a herd was sighted, and a careful stalk behind 
a large ant-hill brought me within shooting distance. 
There was only one black buck with the herd, and 

m y bullet broke bis foreleg high up near the shoulder 

Away he went on three legs ; so mounting my pony 
I rode after him, and came up with and speared liim 
after a run of o\ei a mile. These antelopes are 
wonderfully tenacious of life, and can go at a great 
pace even when hard hit or on three legs. Indeed 

“ s P orts 7'i /TIT is not ’ however, quite 

unimpeachable tells n story of how be shot all f„ m . 

legs off a buck m succession, and that the animal 
was not even then done for W •, mal 

its stumps. ”■ bUt C0Utlmie ' 1 to ou 

Hardly had I dismounted f»»rv i 
this run, when two r neat hi i m my 10rse a ^ er 
cotton-field. They were f; ?*** “8 htod in a 

a field of millet, where tlie ' C ° Se to tbe ec ^S e °f 
height, so there seemed cv ^ ^ ° V6r ' sk fect in 
able to approach within ,,°'' y ,P ros P ect of ni T bein S 
back for my gun, and ° f th ®^ 1 rode 

way through the him, , . P roc eeded to push my 
° 1 ^et-stalks, expectin, 
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emerge close to the ]>lcice where the bustard were 
feeding, but had not gone far when one rose too far 
off for the two shots 1 fired at him to have any 
effect; the other bird was not seen again. The 
bustard is a very wary fowl, and l have never yet 
succeeded in bringing one to bag, although I have 
seen a fair number and have had a shot at one with 

a rifle. 

After this, many miles were traversed without a 
shot. Once a herd of antelope dashed by at a gallop 
at no great distance, but they were far away by the 


time Haul dismounted, andjot my rifle. At length 


1 e herd was descried grazing close to the road. 
Ther! were several fine bucks in the herd, so I 
; 1 A over the biggest, which turned out to have 

f ,10Ck< twenty-two and a half inches long-a length 

lira exceeded in this part of the country, although 
ly ranch longer ,» Northern India. Ncxt 


, „ii v I was out at daybreak l,„ f ‘ 
began badly ^ 1 . :j n ■> JiedK > out could 


Ti’OW in 

rlnv began bau v - ., “ *> could 

j,it nothing until near y mid-day, wl lcil a , k 
™mi,,.' post me over a hundred and fifty ^ t 
wn buck can run, was knocked over b 
Z fllrtu'nnte shot. These running shots, J * 
gallop after » 'rack, co»sti tute thc * 

antelope-shooting, which is otherwise f„ T1 ? 01t of 

mild type, for ^ neither good shooting no ° r '\y^ y 
.stalking is retrod, e^pt ^,, ^ Am 

* 0st anothei 


much hunted. Next da^ T , aiUma k have 


been mucu — — uay j 
wounded buck, which escaped i nto SOme , . . — 

, t dusk, und no doubt was hfll cd f* ^ JungU 
jackals during the night Tl,i» ^ ^ « 
nimals is oue 0 1 gtaat dm , ° ot wounded 

shooting) W “«* U lost 

. ^ A wie crops are 
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so high as to favour their escape. When the crops 
are cut, a wounded 1 nick can generally be ridden 
down. 

I he following day I was due in cantonments six¬ 
teen miles oti, for our camp had been moved one 
stage nearer. Before starting for Ellichpur I shot 
a fine old buck tihrou S h heart. He was standing 
in a cotton-field, and after receiving the bullet he 
galloped about fifty yards, and then pitched forward 
on to his head stone-dead. He was doubtless the 
hero of many a fight, but Ins day had long passed, 
for his horns were broken off short, and worn quite 
smooth at the tips; so that, being unable any 
longer to hold his own in the herd, he led a soli¬ 


tary life. . ..'a 

Wolves were reported to be about in this district; 

and one was seen, but he was very cunning, and 
cantered away at sight without giving me a shot. I 
have since met with wolves on about half a dozen 
occasions, but have never had the fortune to shoot 
one. r lhev are long lanky beasts, varying in colour 
from reddish-lmown to grey. 0 „cc I was stalking 
„ gazelle. . wh«i a wol came * bounding out of „ field 0 f 
„„llet not far off, and lay down panting i„ the deep 
shadow formed hy an irregularity of the 
close to me. I fired at. him i mm «r , , , ~ 

up and trotted sl„w h , y ’ * Ut Le « ot 

at having missed him to fi ,™ gme astonished 

of India they .. , ' **“»■ In parts 

many children; j*k ^ 

confine their attention „ ' '° y ge " el '' ,lly *? 

I recollect a child hei,„, , “ n(1 goats ' 

Ellichpur with its throat >lou S lt to the hospita a 

1 torn open by one of these 
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animals. In 1891 a pack of wolves took to 

i Ml' TT/Aclinrifr«lmrl 


.§L 


m an- 
the Central 


animals, in i»yi a pacK oi woives t( 
killing in the Hoshungabad district of 
Provinces, and, it was said, killed over a hundred 
human beings before they were destroyed. 

We used to shoot many gazelle in the lower hills 
from six to sixteen miles from Ellichpur. These 
animals afford better sport than the antelope, for 
they are more difficult to approach, and offer a very 
small mark. They are very pretty and graceful 
animals, with their lvrate horns, which in this part 
of India seldom exceed eleven inches in length, 
although they grow a couple of inches longer in the 
1 tll \ v i icre the Bikanir desert is a good locality 
i ;° fl ’ Sometimes I have chased them for miles, 
f01 • hill after hill in the pursuit, and have at 

r PP th obtained a fairly easy shot from the crest of the 
lcu f nnlld They utter a sharp hiss on being dis- 

h f f St-**- r d g “ 2e at intadS 

A- thd p* <>f «.o 

II ,h>er is the kiuKiu, oi barking deer 

small tltci j Miia ovwl , ° ULtl > 


small deer is the Kn,.u , n narking deer, which 

X Li, in tk. fr a hl!Is ' “ d lias afforded‘X 


skin on its male bears small Cl X « 

iD a on hairy pedicles of bone. The ] lf stand - 

as for as my observation showe# m • U * are cast, 

.... mature again in October .i ’ 111 Ma rcl 


ire mature again in Uctober, tfoT iVlarch > and 
„ this respect with the sanilj] Ul COrres PondinJ 
mbits the same jungles. sta g, which in 

The sharp bark of this anim .,1 

. llJ °* the lull-side is 
» \ 0 ^ 
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a welcome sound, telling, as it frequently does, of 

f 16 P 7 Sen f of a tiger or other beast of prey. I 
have found a rook iiih. + 11 , * J , . 

1C L the best weapon for this 

always drop a sh °‘ wiU 

disturb the jungle when one^is " Up ° l b ,loe “ nofc 

or other big game inhabiting 

requires a sharp eye to detect the litrD ,. .. t , 

as lie stands motionless in the forest • USSCt < CGr 

att hc disturbs of „ ispcacc . 

notice the sportsman has of his presence is a bark 

and the flicking of a red and white tail as the deer 

bounds away into the thicket. 

The stalker must be ever on the alert, so that 
even the movement of an ear will attract his atten¬ 
tion ; and he must fire quickly, or the little animal 
will be off. As it is difficult to distinguish the sexes 
in the thick forest, one cannot help shooting does 
sometimes. The best khakur I have shot had^horns 
six and a half inches long above the hairy n e di -h 
This is a good head, but not an unusinllx, n ' G ‘ 
I once saw four barking deer feeding 7 ?T 
that had fallen from a mohwa tree I f ’ ossoms 
two are rarely found together. L' Ut more than 
liorned antelope inhabits the ' - C ^ our ' 

khakur, and lias very similar hato ^ as tlle 

require such high ground f nr \ * does Dot 

found alike on liill and n]- u „ y la bitat, and is 
to prefer long grass and n f"!' & eaera Uy seem 

I have shot them i n 0,G °^ en S T,J Hn<l, although 
barking deer tbej Dse jungle. Like the 

sometimes three or f 0| b<neraP ^ se eji in pairs, but 
four-horned antelope V)l 'j tlre Poun ^ together. The 

l! " s Tiuch as regards both its 
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size ancl its horns. [ have shot some with well 
developed anterior horns, whilst others possess in 
stead mere black callosities, and some have nc 
anterior horns at all. These latter animals, accord¬ 
ing to my observation, appear to be smaller than the 
others, and it is not improbable that there may be 
two species of this genus in India, although it is 
more likely that they are merely varieties. The 
usual length of fully-developed anterior horns is 
about one inch, and posterior horns four inches, but 
I shot one antelope in the Llliclipur district with 
anterior horns of the unusual length of nearly two 
and a half inches, and another two inches. 

Some of the pleasantest days of my recollection 
are connected with the pursuit of the barking deer 
and four-horned antelope in the Satpura hills 
There was one place some fifty miles from Ellichn 
...lirtTv r used to camp, a favourite resort nf i.. 


v 


L liere was ou» r — . — -^ lip 

chore I used to camp a favourite resort of bo 
, ... and with my rook rifle T \ 

. JUve sh 


those animals, ami ~ «r rook rifle I havc V 

nnmtes in tb. open gk.lcs and „„ the , 1 

the forest When a.ttmg over water in the 

r nanthere, I l, n . Wn ... Llle ev eni 


the forest. » — - w water in the m 

watching for panthers, I have seen them “ 
utiously down to the pool j Ust beneath , C ° 
ard the warning bark of a kliakur Un tr ° C ’ 

- . • .1., vinhon 4-1, . l.llP 


eau 

heard the warning .- a iciiakur , m +{ 

giving timely notice of the ap pt0ach * 
prey. On these occasions they We . a be »s 
molested, and it was interesting to ^ ! , COuvse 
at such close quartets. Q n ,lteh the a 
„ wild Emote, v... thert 


at such wuoo i vjnee tho c 

collection of wild beasts near a t , ° Was qui 

posted myself over the only m whicb I 
existed for a radius of S0Q / 1001 of water 
jungle. There were khakur i ? 1,1 that 
'one; pea-fowl, grey i Un „, , m * ou r-horned 


juugi^ llKU r and , * 

lope; pea-fowl, grey j Uncr j ' U tour-horned 

. ° ' lo H spur-fowl, 
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monkeys of two kinds, all in sight, some drinking at 
the pool, arid. some feeding beneath the tree and in 
the surrounding jungle. Suddenly a khakur barked 
aoout a lunt red yards otl up the nullah, repeating 
the cry at intervals. In a few moments every living 
thing disappeared except the monkeys, which sprang 
UP th ? trc< * “d ^ttered loudly as a panther came 
in sight and stalked silently towards the water 

This occurred in my early and inexperienced 
days. I had forgotten to cock my rille beforehand 
and now neglected to raise the hammers silently ; so 
the panther, hearing the click of the spring, bounded 
off straightway into the jungle, and when he came 
to the water again half an hour later it was so dark 
that my bullet missed him, as I could not take 
proper aim. c 0 

The small deer doubtless lead a precarious exist¬ 
ence, for they have many enemies to contend with 
and 1 have found their remains in the stomachs of 
panthers and wild dogs. 

In beating for pea-fowl or jungle-fowl they are 
often killed in large numbers with o ; e 

liavc never myself iiidxilged in that method of' brin,/ 

It is strange how strong and 
four-horned antelope is pi acious hfe the 
animal. One which had I i l0 , U ?^ suc h a small 
managed to get a consider-) hL fore ' le S s broken 

found, whilst another one' 1 •' <1Stance before being 
bullet from an express rifle ^ sfcomac b by a 

yards, leaving a broad blood ^ a COu l ) ^ e °f hundred 


before he dropped dead °° ( ' tn “* in tlle lon S g rass ’ 


misTfy 
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BE RAT? {continued) 


Wild Dogs-r Panthers near Elliclipur Habits of Panthers -Methods 
of shooting them-Dea^of a, Pantlier-Motle of killing P rev - 

Man-eating Pantliers-A Midnight Vigil-Pa,ither Cub-A 
Wounded Tigress-Expedition to the Melghat Forest-Cliarge of 

, Bear_Death of a Bear and Cub-A Fierce Shfe-Bear-Lesser 

Fivet Cat—Panther shot-Bear v, s ,t f my Chmp-Two Bison 
i \ lintels_Bear killed-Panther m the Camp-Wild ])«„ 

tot Watch for a Pantile-Eclipse of the Moon-Night Shoot” 

f”]'i,oii killed by Tiger-Samlgrouse-shooting-Dnck at 

Darberi—P aI<lis —Er ucl *y of Natives-Voyage of the Crocodile. 

Papks of wild Clogs abound in the jungle north of 
Spur, where they are very destructive to the 
mme l The sportsman m on d lose no opportunity 
Oi destroying them, ** “ l™'k of these creatures 

will in a short tunc <•““<>« a whole rtistiict of 
„ In suitable localities they 1 ot 

5Sr L in Ml cry after 3 a ^‘ 

the heads of many noble stags which have i T' 
victims to then- destructiveness „ , n “ ve Men 

in the forest. ' '* l"<*ed up 

But not only owing to their p rn u 0 . 

;game are the wild dogs deadly fw S V 

sportsman ; for by driving the '. **»>«* of the 
country they cause the retreat of tW .T 0,,t »f the 
even, it is said, will on occaai on „ * “f ® 9 “Iso, and 
monarch of the forest himself ail( l thc Griped 

hard-won prey. I have heard auH ' P '? vc lnra of his 

lut heutie accounts of 
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pantheis having been tree’d by dogs, so it is not im¬ 
probable that they will attack tigers also. 

< bice, when in search of tigers, I came to a most 
piomising-looking nullah with shade and water in 
abundance, which 1 deemed a sure find, having 
killed a tigress there the previous year. Yet not a 
mark of a tiger could be found-a seemingly un¬ 
accountable circumstance, until my shikaris reported 
that they had come upon a pack of nine wild doers 
in the valley. The first dog that I shot was°a 
solitary one. He ran down in the early morning to 
drink at a pool of water over which I had been sit¬ 
ting all night, and was shot through the body. He 
had a good red coat and black-tipped brush. The 
jungle-men who were with me took his liver out for 
medicinal purposes, but I do not know what virtuous^ 
properties it was supposed to possess. 1 lie next 
one, shot with a rook rifle, was also a solitary dog. 
Tie made off after being hit, shedding a puiment 
ammoniac secretion on his tail, which could he smelt 
at a distance of some yards. Perhaps this is t] , 
liquid which, according to native stories tl,„ V 7 
or wild dog whisks with his tail into t] 
victims to blind then,. ° thc «*“ 

The wild dog is one of the f PW A* ■ 
jungle that has no dangerous enemy n “‘“" S of ““ 
bold indeed would be the wil l l ,Vue num > and 
or leopard, that ventured + n 1, ) ? ast> wJlefclier % er 
creatures. *° attack » Pack of these 


One day when Btalking h ism , , 

pack of dogs in a ghule 0 f *i 1 camc c ose to a 

so bold and showed at fi heforest; and they were 
hold their ground that Hucl * determination to 

1 u ouId not have been sur- 
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prising liad they opposed my advance. Nor was it 
until I approached within thirty yards that the last 
of the pack trotted olf and disappeared in the shades 
of the forest. I once heard of a pack that had done 
considerable damage among the herds belonging to 
the inhabitants of a village on the edge of the 
forest; but they generally appear to confine their 
operations to game, and do not often molest domestic 
animals. 

Panthers were numerous near Ellichpur, both 
about the villages in the vicinity and in the jungles 
on the Satpura hills. I will not enter into the oft- 
discussed question of the different species or varieties 
of the panther or leopard. Suffice it to say that 
such differences do not appear as distinct as some 
writers have asserted, for the so-called different 
,„,v.;es or varieties seem to be blended together bv 



sence of the nightly prowler, wl l0 the pre- 

shot over a goat at dusk or 0ll * ref l u ently be 
In such places the panthers f 0 n m ° 0l %ht nights 


on their grazing grounds i n 


\ v \ 
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o.l -tiagglei.^ or else prowl round the villages and 
seize the pariah does. 

Among the various methods of bringing panthers 

\ a °’ 1G1 ^. a P ract ice obtaining among some 

sportsinen ot shooting them in a 'rather strange 
manner, borrowed from native shikaris. A hole is 

?"* f in tlftll lT th ; kaUnts of the marauding 
beast. Over tile hole is fixo/l n ^7 

, . uxe(l a charpou or nat ve 

cot, an aperture being left to sheet tbron-h and a 

goat tethered as bait a yard or two off T °\ 

,i 1 • • . J11 tins hole 

a gunner takes up Ins position armed with a 

charged with buckshot, and from his place of safet'- 
he blows up the luckless panther, when, attractedVy 
the bleating of the goat, he comes to take his prey. 

This is not a method that will commend itself 
to most sportsmen, and I have never indulged in it \> 
nor, in my opinion, is the practice of sitting in am¬ 
bush to wait for animals a very sporting mode of 
obtaining one’s game, but it is sometimes the onlv 
one possible. It is far better to drive the ‘ 1 

out by daylight, and to shoot it from a tree 
the ground. ’ " 03 from 

I have also heard of so-called 
were in the habit of shooting t'o- ^° r ^ STaen "’bo 
bullets, in order to obviate nil l^ 018 poisoned 
from wounded animals TV, themselves 

poisoning tlie carcases f US 18 ^tle better than 
killed by beasts of j )jVv a J nni(l ^ that have been 
like methods should he r <U1 suc ^ unsportsman- 
When at Ellich.^ ( ^^eed. 

•anther had killed -i * beard one day that a 
ear a thickly-wood . l * previous evening 


near a thickly-wood e d , t] . * - -- 

cotton-fields, about tw 111 ln ^ ie n) idst of the 

0 n, oes from the cantonment. 
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Having sent my shikari out to the place with a 
goat to tie up, I rode out in the afternoon and sat 
iu a tree over the goat. In about half an hour the 
panther, attracted by the goat’s bleating, rushed out 
on to the unfortunate creature, and seized it by the 
throat. There were men working in the fields all 
round at the time, and the main road was only a 
few hundred yards oil. 


This panther measured six and a half feet in length, 
and was very heavy and thickly-built, having a great 
girth of chest and large paws. There were some 
porcupine quills in his paws, showing that he had 
lately been driven to slaying one of these animals 
for food. As I was not more than four or five yards 
off the panther’s mode of killing his prey was easily 
observed. He sprang out ol the bushes and launched 
himself on to the goat with a half-spring half-rush. 
With his hind-feet remaining on the ground, he 
clasped Ms victim shoulders and chest 

with his paws, and seised .to neck in his jaws from 
the hack. Only a few seconds elapsed between the 
time the beast sprang out and his death, for 1 
on the instant, hoping to save the goat's life 
On receiving the shot, the panther still i 
W ith teeth and claws with the tenacity < T? g ° n 

but, his hold gradually relaxing ] le y p " t ea ^b 

around, and soon lay dead beside hi- to tlle 

latter was not dead, but still stood * The 

blood was fast ebbing through the V. ° Ugh lts life 
throat, so I ordered it to be kill et | ' U '"'* l0 ^ cs in its 
Regular man-eating pantl lers , m , . 
rare, although, no doubt, pantho,- r are vei T 

off and devour children. ]> (|j h frequently carry 


reports of such 
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occurrences arc always exaggerated by the people, 
and a beast that has slain a few children may be 
magnified into the fell destroyer of a hundred 
victims. No doubt, cases do occur of tigers and 
panthers taking almost entirely to preying on 
human beings, but such cases are few and far 
between. 

In the hot weather of 1891, when 1 was at EUich- 
pur, a beast of piej appeared and took up its abode 
among a lot of dry watercourses in the middle of the 
cultivation near the village of Assegaon, some six¬ 
teen miles oft in the plains, far from all jungle and 
from the hills. Report said that it had killed many 
people, and that it was a man who had turned into 
a wild beast on having a stone thrown at him by his 

w y? e ._ a common superstition among natives, like 

that of the wehr-wolf in some parts of Europe. 

On receiving this news, 1 rode out at mid-day 
to a village where this animal had killed a child a 
short time before. As usual, reports had been much 
exaggerated, and 1 could only discover that besides 
carrying off this child he had wounded a man and a 
boy, and killed a number of goats. The natives 
a\ erred that the thing was tailless and hln/>P 
but the wounded people had seen it I * i n ? nG 
and from this account it seemed L d “ yl ‘ sh , t; 

. I icust was a wolf, although fci f, ■**** 
( j eV p * e y declared it to be a 


The country was cut m, u 

courses, in the banks „f L? * " et "’ ork of wator ' 
deep fissures, where it VV0ll] “ wcrc lnnumerabIe 


for the animal, as my ti m <. 


he useless to search 


ruud a aright. At rigto ^ 


m y '»cd was placed on the 
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BERAR 

outskirts of the village, in the' shadow of a hut, and 
two o'oats were picketed some ten yards from me. 

. 1 • 1 _ L ^ 1 C 4- -4-1 ^ AM vl n HAIlf T1T7A TTAAHA aI/ 3 lv /> J 

From 
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tUittp VVVyl.Vy - --- - J - 

From 5 this hut a little girl about five years old had 
been carried off by the monster two nights before, 
and devoured in the neighbouring watercourse. The 
sank gradually, and, before midnight, dis¬ 
ced behind the dark line of the horizon, and 1 


moon o- * 

appeared behind the dark —~ , “““ <l,JVL A 

, „i PP15 At about three o clock I awoke with 
went to siccp. 

indefinable feeling that some wild animal was 

aii 111V senses were alert on the instant, 
near. 1 v . • , i • i 

‘ , f , nl ,„ la some instinct which arouses one on 

Su f y t ,° n , for I have awoke before with the 

S “ SSL under similar circumstances. The goats 

sam V l , lmirsely ( surc S1 " n ot fear )> and I saw 
c0U S hC ! , ‘..-loom of night the dark form of a sms 

frli mi-' .—i 1 . i 


throu 6 


all 


,U o ” vv J 

~~ - , nrpev over the sky-line in their direction, 

panther <- l night, objects could be dis- 

Monished up to » 1)0 “ t 1 ,cn rr' s; Wood that 

Sue »11 ’"Tfi dnrkBe8s - “ve where 
1, 11, were clearly defined against the sky-lb.,. 

Comhb i' 1 nl >' ‘ ,il ' ect '“ U ’ the ‘Pother disappeared i u 

Xm- r-T? ° Vet “l 0 Sldc » f the bed I 
seized my rifle, »« the” «r he Bidnight murfo J 

Sd etX an answering growl] 

disappeared. Nor con , I discover any ^ * ast 

iSdman of the village i that the 

off, had shortly afterwards kiUed a 

110 Whilst I was at Elliehpur a 

case occurred at 
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Chikalda, in the Satpura hills, where a panther seized 
a man who was sleeping in the verandah of a house, 
an< ( lagged him some distance. The man died in 
a few days for the wounds inflicted by these animals 
aie m 1} i ea< l\, owing to poison from the putrid 
matter adhering to the claws and teeth 

The tiger is said to become tame and docile in 
captivity : not so the panther, whose ferocious 
instincts apparently never leave him. I kept 

a young panther for some time, and he was a 
most amusing pet. He was very friendly with my 
fox-terrier, and the two used to indulge in great 
gambols, chasing each other round the bungalow, 
it was most interesting to watch the panther stalk¬ 
ing the dog, dragging itself along on its belly, com¬ 
pressed into as small space as possible, and taking 
advantage of all the cover that lay in its way. He 
was tame and amiable until I began to feed him with 
rats and birds, when be became rather ferocious • 
and one day, after a course of this diet, h c sudden! ’ 
seized my band and bit and clawed it so badly tW 
in a moment of: anger I-took the Door liftl i 
the throat and throttled it to death ° JCaS ^ ^ 

I have seen young ticrer enK 
sions, which have become unite ° n Severnl 0CC!l ' 
fond of their owners j J ame » an <J were even 
panthers being so docile ' ° llever ^ iear< ^ °f 
I made my fj rs t , . 

Ellichpur district, when | U '' H ^ ailCe w ^h tigers in the 
officer. My companion I ] ' IOOtln S ’with the forest 

the bed of a nullah not f v f tled a ,)uffal ° in 

and tliis was killed by !° m ° Ur coping-ground, 

was constructed on the l SS- ^ screen of bushes 

above, where my friend 
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took up his position in the evening, and shot the 
tigress in the shoulder with a bullet from a -577 
express rifle when she came to renew her feast. 
He said that the beast fell over on being hit, but 
got up again and scrambled up the bank into the 
thick bushes, where it was too dark to follow her up 
that day. 

Next morning we started to look for the tigress, 
taking with us a small pad elephant that belonged to 
the Government, but was of little use for this kind of 
work Following on foot the track of blood left by 
the wounded animal, we soon came to a place under 
•i tree where she seemed to have lain all night,'for 
ihc oxound and stones were smeared with blood; 

.'•^Pieces of hark had been gnawed off the tree, 
? /hit of broken bone winch had worked out of 
a pool ° f bW. Tile jungle was 

e very thick. «<i ^»m»g to look 

Serous, so we got “to tees, and the elephant 
ts sent to nwfc. a < ct«u . w aist the men on her 
hack threw stones into the hushes to bring the 
tigress out. And out she came wrth a venose 
chargin' 1 ' with an awful loav oi succession nf ’ 
and, 'springing m to the elephant's head, 
t „ Strike out at the mahout; but having ou,. f, d 

broken at the shoulder she could do no da m ,,t f 

fell off again. Re ' aod 

The elephant bolted, trumpeting l n „,i 

tigress followed with fierce coughi,,.. .. "‘’'j'1 « 


tigress —“guine ro • 

l0 „„ yellow form seemed to cut the ‘ ’“ d 
sprang on to the retreating elepha nt ' s <* * 

y vigorous kick from the latter s . ' c l Uart er; 
sprawling, and my companion tl ° l!; the tigres 
1 s l >ut 111 a goo 
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AHlot, which made the beast slink back into a small 
nullah. 

In tlie meantime the elephant bolted, and did 
not stop until it got back to our camp. One of the 
men now shouted that he could see the tigress tying 
in the nullah, gasping; so 1 got down from my tree, 
and, going to the place, finished her off with another 
shot. 

She was not a i cr\ large animal, but she was a 
gallant beast, and had fought well to the end. The 
poor creature must have been rendered fierce by the 
painful wound inflicted on her the day before. The 
bullet by which she was hit was an ordinary express 
bullet, not having sufficient solid base to penetrate 
to the vitals. It had splintered the bone of the 
shoulder, but had there stopped, where a more solid 
missile would have passed right through the tigress’s 
body and dropped her dead on the spot. In the 
Satpura range, to the north of Elliclipur. lies a vast 
tract of forest region called the Melghat, bounded 
on the north by the Tapti River. I have already 
spoken of these hills as abounding in all kinds of 
game, auil, to givo an idea of the kind of sport to 
l,o ol,tamed there, where the ahove-deseriM adven¬ 
ture with a tigress took place, I cannot do better 

than give an account r.f „„ . , , 

. • +1 01 an expedition undertaken 

by me m the year ismi m, • „ . 

i i r™niv “ ' ^ us AVas one of several 

short expeditions to tl, 0 Ar«i i . , , . , T , 

, i , , Til ° -'leJghat, to which I always 

resorted when leave n A11 n . , T ,, 

, m „ cou ld lie obtained. In those 

days the officers of ii,,, Pn . i • , , , , 

. , . * i . 10 Elliclipur garrison bad the 

right of shootum j„ .i „ x ^ 

r ” u these forests, but sportsmen 

from outside were ohli<*, in , • • • 

the civil authorities ^ ° ljte "‘ perml ®° 
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It was a blazing hot day on 15th May when I 
started at mid-day, rode out twenty-seven miles, and 
readied my first camping-ground at Sembadoh late 
in the afternoon. Nothing relieved the monotony 
of the first fifteen miles of the dusty road, which 
was so hard that my horse’s hoofs clattered on it 
as on a pavement. But after that we entered the 
forest, where my men met me, and I shot a khakur 
and two pea-fowl before arriving in camp. 

We kept a sharp lookout for a tiger which had 
haunted this road for a long time, but saw nothing 
f him He was too cunning to be circumvented 

by sportsmen, though bold in his undertakings; for 

J h ! icl ;l habit of lying hidden by the roadside, and 

vinoino on to the draught bullocks that passed in 
,spiniy iAi o 

“on the following rooming a march of ton mile. 

objects of^f^ tUe ^>o„n J made 

« Ullage of R° ° Ultiva - 

shot only a fonr-hornod antelope, and fired\, ’ 

missed, a hyena ncai the_ forest bun ga J ow W A ' Ut 

lia d been regaling himself on the eaten* of , 1,0 

After halting a day here, and mention 

,„„re game. I determined to „ 10vc J8 ".tlr no 

another ten miles, and left „„ hour j on 

, i, l0re day¬ 

break. n J 

l Generally go on foot, but this 
, f111 ,ately as it turned out, rode m. l0rain g» un- 
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jungle lty the side of the path, and a bear rushed 
out straight at us. My pony reared up on his hind- 
legh, and I slid oft and seized my rifle from the 
shikaii who was carrying it; but, before I could get 
a shot, the bear turned back with a defiant growl 
when about five paces from us, and retreated into 
the shades of the forest. There were four or five 
men with me, and perhaps the large party terrified 
the animal and caused him to turn. ” Had he 
charged home, some of the party would doubtless 
have fared badly, for it would have been difficult to 
use a rifle in such a melee before daybreak. These 
sloth-bears frequently show a certain crustiness of 
temper when roused. 

The year before this, while wandering early one 
morning on the bamboo-clad slope of a high plateau, 
I saw something black moving about in the long 
grass, aud soon made out that it was a sloth-bear. 
A shot elicited a howl, and the bear came straight 
towards me at a heavy gallop. Stepping aside I 
shot her through the body as she went by, and she 
plunged headlong downhill, and fell dead with 

' r " U into ,, clump of bamboos. Immediately after 
her a cub came caperum alonn- .. i , 

native down the leg a., be S T “ 

place of safety. J then s w ,, \. " c am * )er t® a 
it could do further misehIf ° U “ t lwf ° rC 

KiS^^ perished 


O 

miser- 


escape. 


On another occasion, , 


m 


rlftum V ■ I,ie years later, a hear was 

arkcu down lor i , 

Lancers, Hyderabad r tl,e troo £’ el ' s of ‘J. 0 3l 1 
n •.. i . Contingent, near Hingoli, and 


driven from her lair a t mid-dj' 


•iy. 


Seeing me waiting 
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for her at the top of the hill, the bear charged at 
once with a fierce growl, and I dropped her dead a 
few feet off with a bullet in the head. 

After this digression L must return to my ex¬ 
pedition in the Melghat forest. On the morning 
when we met the bear we wandered over a large 
extent of country in hopes of finding bison, of which 
there were marks in many places ; but no game was 
sighted. AVe put up a rare little animal of a species 
I "had not previously met with, a lesser civet cat, 
recognised on reference to a natural-history book. 
At about ten o'clock we emerged on to a forest road 
..bout two or three miles, from my new camping- 
1 ind here met my carts and camp equipage, 
'mounted my P®/* "Meeting to meet 
h “ game; the carts had gone on a little way 

Id and the wcre walk,n S mt >‘ US, when 
“ !e of the men pointed out a panther sitting nnder 
“tree abo* eighty yards off. In a moment I was 
;V “ pony, and shot the mnnal through the head 

before he had ti as a very small 

fZtZ ^ atopped,' and the dead ^ ^ 
P^Tcip^ P^ei° thC ViUage of Hatru! 


WllCl^ x , 

That night my servants roused me lm „ , 
that a bear, which they described to he ^ A ^ 
„ buffaW;” bad •«* to dri„k at * b ‘g « 
water by the well. It was bright m„„l , " gh 
drt up my nfe, “'"ays ready °°’ >hght > s ° 


cauffW 11 F J J j or ° ’ 

like this, and ran out to try m ai | emergent 

0 uly in time to hear the bear Zl hot ’ but w - 


the'dead leaves in a shady null a ^ Ufflin § awa y ov 


X \ * \ 
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During the next two days I wandered all ox 
a \ alley watered by a river, whose stream was now 

. 1. i. , 
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rer 


watered by a river, whose stream was now 
slnunk to a tiny thread flowing over a stony bed. 

I liis place looked a very paradise for game. A 
gieut manv tiees were barked where the sambhur 
stags had rubbed the velvet from their horns, and 
deep cool ravines and thick hushes afforded ample 
cover. One day I missed a khakur, and shot a fine 
peacock with my rook rifle, and also saw a wild 
dog. The second day we found no game, but met 
until a large pack of at least twenty wild dogs, 
which led me to the conclusion that they had driven 
all other animals out of the country. In the even¬ 
ing we put up a couple of bulking deer and a 
sounder of pig, but luck was against me, and 1 did 
not get a shot. 

On the morning of 21st May I started before 
daybreak along the forest road, intending to turn 
off into the bills about four miles from, camp, where 
wo had previously seen marks of bison. It ^.. (s 
just getting light, when I descried a bison close to 
the roadside, cropping the young o Tfm ..u • , ' 

springing front tlio bunit track of the firc-hiK; 1 Tin 
my approach the animal turned fn t 
walked up to within a di 21J? “ d 1 

and shot it in the chest Tl " ^ ven V yards 
a very ferocious annearjm. ^ ueature presented 

belied by its actions, for j/!’ " T * WaS> bowevcr ’ 

dropped dead with anoth i to shot, and 

Having seen ox i r . bullet belli »d Die shoulder, 

bull, but at my second * , glit this was a solital T 
or eight animals broH , 0fc a llerd of about six 


or eight animals broke f. & of about six 
and thundered past, t ! 0ni dle J un S^ e 011 my left 

just time to slip in a 


mtSTffy 
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cartridge and knock over a young bull before the 
herd disappeared, and then discovered that the first 
one killed was an old cow. The cows are not easily 
distinguished from the bulls by a novice, and it was 
quite dusk on this occasion. When one knows the 
animals bettor, the colour and form of a bull are 
sufficiently distinct to enable him to be picked out 
of a herd. The cows and young bulls are of a 
deep chestnut colour, whilst the older bulls, are dark 
brown and very old ones jet black. All alike have 
white stockings reselling above the knee. 

The following morning we proceeded 111 the same 
direction and turned off into the forest, passing the 
! ,1 nrP the bisons remains lay amid a loath- 

1)11:100 ,Y n) of struggling vultures. We started two 
som f 'honey-badgers, but two shots at them with 

rat t’„k X to take effect. These appear to 
[“bather uncommon animals, as I have met with 
Wm oii only WO occasions ; but perhaps this is due 

o Zl nocturnal Im '■<* » «*el came to a 

P- 1 some“ g C Z M - 

hifgrcy back aml black . I,cll y was no mi t .'| U 
him for any other animal. "^k- 

After seeing the ratals wo were woridntf 
, , .„,ie Afl.nat). when we lmo»,i 


ing 


round towards camp, when we heard a « re ,?t ."’“ y 
ing of monkeys in the trees overhang ^ ter ‘ 
ravine. Bnnnmg to the place, I was ? » » deep 
„ of . « large bear coming Un , J C 111 time 

side of the hill, but 1 cut him off and } 1 e<1 U P the 
Still lie would not show flgllt ™-gam. 


1" 


'■4* turned back very ekse 

vA ? 
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thinl shot. This was a very large and old bear, his 

canine teeth being worn down to stumps, whilst his 

< o.u was somewhat mangy, and beneath the skin 
vcie thick.layers of fat. This is the only occasion 

011 " 1)C ' . laAC ^ nown 'nonkeys swear at anything 
except a felme foe, either tiger or panther ; but the 
presence of either of these latter is sufficient to 
cause a great uproar among all the monkeys in the 
^vicinity. In the evening, being in want of fresh 
meat, 1 went out. and shot a four-horned antelope 
I had just sat down to dinner at seven o’clock, 
when my men came with the news that a panther 
was near the well; but he went oft without giving 
me a shot. We then tied a goat up to attract the 
beast back; but the poor animal fell clown the well 
during the night, and v T as found hanging dead by 
its rope in the morning. That night the bear 
revisited us; but I could not get within shot, and 
only saw him making oft in the distance in the 
bright moonlight. Next day I put llp a ^ ^ 

and shot him through the stomach with o 1 n°o 
from my rook rifle as he stood lookiim at m r ° 
a distance of about a hundred yards u ° 'T 
off, but was followed un and • 1 1 0 ma( le 

P T with another 


,hot; Whilst a khakur was als, kilIed 
farther on. 


a few yards 


In the meantime a i 
goats by the roadside .1 / s ain one of 

sit I sat up over the ret* ^ f amile from cam P> 

jungle was too extensive'? ? th ® eVenin & as the 
o’clock an eclipse of t||<> ° )Ca ^‘ ^ about ten 

pectedly, and as it ] '' m °° n came on <l uite unex " 
sleep. However, mv 9 uite dark I weTlt t( j 
* slUll *hers were too long and 
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profound, for, on examining the kill in the morning, 
it was discovered that the panther had made 
another meal of it whilst 1 was slumbering peace¬ 
fully close by. 

This sitting up for animals is poor sort of sport, 
and I have seldom indulged in it; for, apart from 
the many discomforts attending such a vigil, it does 
not seem to me to give the animal a fair chance. 
The discomforts are many. On one such occasion I 


was attacked by red ants, the most ferocious and 
venomous of their kind, and was compelled to 
retreat from the tree where I was sitting. Also 
in the thick jungle there are swarms of a most 
disagreeable kind of sticky fly, that delights in 

tormenting one; whilst the ever-present mosquitoes 
are always on the lookout for prey. Once, after 
settling myself on a tree to watch for a panther, I 
discovered a large swarm of bees on a branch just 
over my head. Fortunately the panther did not 
put in an appearance; for ie report of my rifle 
would doubtless have aroused an angry swarm, and 
I would have been obliged to take flight, 4ich 
would have been exceedmgly unpleasant if a ’ 
panther were rampaging m the vicinity. Gtl 

During the two following days I Went n 

the surrounding country, but f 0Uncl , . &U 0ver 

and shot only a four-horned antelope • §ame ’ 
[ay the camp was moved one sta<m ’ S °, ° n 2Gth 


May the camp was moved one sta<> e 
journey. Starting at daybreak. \ V 
broad dry watercourse for eight or to 


on the 


y>y ureajj return 

road ary wauwwuxou iur eight or f °, llowe(i a 
mrks of bison in many p i aees n mile «, seeing 

•ater we found the remains 0 f . Gai a P°°l of 

ad evidently been killed b v *' Cow bis °n, wliich 

J tlocpv 14-1 11 
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dead about a fortnight, and much of the dry skin 
was still adhering to the bones. The horns had 
disappeared, having probably been removed by 
porcupines, which are said to lie partial to a keratose 
diet. Close by lay the wings and head of a large 
a ultuie. l he hapless fowl must have ventured 
near while the tiger was on his prey, and had fallen 
a victim to Ins temerity. Bison seem to be not 
uncommonly killed by tigers. In 1890 I heard of 
a bull being killed in this way near Chikalda; 
whilst at bnipur, the village already mentioned in 
this narrative, the head of a very fine bull Avas 
shown to me, which, it was said, had been killed by 
a tiger after a desperate combat. 

I believe the tiger that slew this bison was 
subsequently killed by an artillery officer belonging 
to the battery at Ellichpur. He was walking down 
a nullah m the early morning, accompanied bv a 
Korku guide, when the latter pointed to a tiger 
Sitting on the bMk above. My friend had only a 
l.ght single-barrelled '450 express rifle, but he ^ 

nn.l the , mto fche n <illah near him, 

wisely decidTTlL^ " 

be found the great I,east Utcr 011 

believe that this ft ' lavc reason *° 

because it was shot near rt h' 8 ™ ’e ' 1 ’ 8 ' lnt 0 S omst ’ 
and it was injured , 1 * e scene of the encounter, 

ita struggle 47 £ .l«d-very likely in 

two other occasions f ? ht f 1 h /™. °” 

which may have died 7^ ^ r ®““ inS , ° f f 0 "’ 
. ,l natural death, or have been 
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killed by tigers, for 


110 ta&ser beast could harm them- 
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During the remainder of this expedition, which 


^ ^—O x . 

lasted altogether twelve days, we met with no more 

hi*.' <rame ; but a fair number of khakur and four- 

limned antelope were brought to bag. There was 

not very much small game near Eliichpur, with 

the exception of antelope and gazelle. Sometimes, 

however, very fair bags of sand-grouse were made. 

It is a peculiarity of these birds that they always 

„o down to drink water at certain places at nine 

o’clock in the morning. I discovered several such 

l s in the vicinity of the cantonment, and somc- 

k iU <> , , or eight brace of birds in the course 
times shot six u 

of ^°ere no lakes in the neighbourhood of 

with the exception of one at Darberi, 
KHiclipui, ^. Ieg oft . so there was little Wild-fowl 

f °^ in ! obtainable. I only visited Darbefi once, 

tift wo companions. ': lie ? 7 “ ™'y good sport 

nc i made a laige ° deal o 


IV 


of 


damage is *»• 1° ** T” *““? '>>’ Pardis, a 
“ Klcriog trite, fcvmg almost entaely cm the game 

hey catch in »«* “■> nets They have a m“ t 
skilful method of catching antelope i„ „„ 
they place all round a field in which a herd o f l l? 
animals is g»»* - > drive them of I 


nooses 


sometimes capturing three 


These people, l.ke most natives, ate ” * »»«• 
have known them bring for sale ; ** on,el. I 

antelope with a broken leg, which lhe ***** an 
some days before, and kept alive for « ' ? ptured 

1° have heard of Hindus 

bullock that was unable 0r Ulu a firc under a 

- . . va 1-0 if non Xr _ , _ 'U-11I1D’ 


order to make it rise. Yet thea 

\VA 


to move, in 


i0 same Hindus look 
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upon cattle as sacred animals, and account it a sin 
to take life. 

Nowlieie is a law for the prevention of cruelty 
to animals more necessary than in India. The 
natives, tor the most part, appear to think that 
animals have no feelings; at least so one would 
suppose frnn their treatment of them. I have seen 
not only bullocks, but camels and horses, suffering 
from dreadful sores, yet worked hard; and the 
natives of India will work their animals until they 
die. 3 

Towards the end of 1891, having obtained a 
year’s leave, I regretfully left the station of Ellich- 
pur, and embarked for England on board tlie 

fl/Priirin rv ^.4- T) _ i . * 


pur, -- . -—..~x.gM.uu. ou ooam the 

iroopsbip Crococli e, arriving at Portsmouth on 


troo L 

1st December 

The voyage was a prosperous one, over calm 
seas; but our ship came to grief on arrival at 
Portsmouth, where the force of the tide was so 
great that it drove us into a railway bridge, causiim 
the collapse of the structure, and the LJ I 
struction of a train which waQ e+ t 

Fortunately, the accident iv " adding on it. 
loss of life. unattended with any 


MiNisr^ 
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JOURNEY TO RUSSIA—MOSCOW 

Return from Exile — Dead Sea 1* ruit A oyage of the Guadalqmvir — 
Marseilles—Stromboli—Scylla and Cliarybdis—Etna— The Gulf 
of Salamis—Quarantine-The Rock of Xerxes— The Acropolis- 
Quarantine Island — hellou-passcngeis I’ineus— Collision with a 
Greek Vessel— Athens—Visit to the Acropolis— The Areopagus— 
Stormy Weather — Smyrna The Dardanelles— The Sea of Mar¬ 
mora—The Golden Horn Constantinople— The Mosque of St 
Sophia — The Bazaar - Pera and Stamboul-The Hall of the 
Thousand and One Columns-The Bosphorus-The Blaek Sea- 
Tl.e Isle of Serpents-Odessa—Journey to Moscow— The White 
Pity-life in a Russian Family-W inter in Moscow-The Krem- 
lin—The Belfry of Ivan the Great— The Palace of Arms—The 
Bell— Theatres— Beggars—Skating—The Streets of Moscow 
S " Life — Tlie Spam. Hill. Pa»porta — Entry ot AW 
"L ju”. — Police Precautions- Plot against the Tzar \r i 
Revolutionists, ‘™-Hurd,r 

Tub exile who passes the greater part of hi Ujf 
foreign lands hnds lnmself rather in want ot oc n, 
tiou on returning to Ins native country H,. 1 

' most of his friends ; the conn few + T ^ lost 


tiou oil returns - ^Ulltiy. JJ„ i * 

sight of most ol ins friends ; Ac country the ^ 

the surroundings and pursuits all ditto! t Chniate , 

to which he has become accustomed- i i those 

sadly to realise that he i s a wandei-er’ Tt lle see ^ 
the earth, who can find no rest amid *1 10 face of 

of his native land. He longs f 0f . 10 T u iet scenes 

citement, not to be found mo ', entui ’o and e«- 
steads of England. The rest ? h f. peaceful home- 
looking forward, when out th c , ° Whlch lle bad been 
regrets, with straining ey f 0 ln that land of vain 

>*** ev <* turned towards 

\W\ 
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the csty that rest is found irksome. His desires, 
in fulfilment, are like Dead Sea fruit: though fair 
without and to the view, they turn to ashes in the 
giasp. us feeling wears off in a short time ; but at 
lii>t, < 111 "h-- m ) "I'D in England, I felt it strong upon 
me and often onged to be back in the jungles of 
India where I had spent so many happy days. 

Finding time hang heavy on my hands, and with 

a view to the accomplishment of something interest¬ 
ing and usefu , undertook the study of the Russian 
tongue, and, having passed a preliminary examination 
received orders to proceed to Moscow in November 
1892 , to complete the course of study and acquire 
a thorough knowledge of the language. The direct 
route to Russia through Berlin and Warsaw is some¬ 
what uninteresting, so I decided to proceed by way 
of Marseilles and Constantinople to Odessa, and 
thence by train to Moscow. 

A fresh breeze was Mowing in the Gulf of Lyons 
when the good ship Guadalquivir, of the French 
Messa genes Mantimes Company, bound for Odessa 
Steamed out of Marseilles harbour on 1 7th ' ’ 

f 7»-««**•*— 

lided with our vessel in the dusk° ’° m ])avill 8' col ‘ 
were delayed twenty-f 0Ur j, » 0ta f W evening,^ 

The Mediterranean can 1 18 tor s °hie slight repairs. 


)e rough at times,—indeed 1 


^ nt 

have experienced such a gale i„7i 
met with in the broad Atl-mf theseseasasIll{lvenot 
the storms had passed aw " ’ 1,ut on tllis occasion 
swell caused the ship ;|ltIlou gh a considerable 

was but little of interest l 1 . Un P lea santly. There 

Uring the early part of the 
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voyage. We passed close to Stromboli, slumbering 
peacefully, although a smoky haze could be distin¬ 
guished on its summit. Then we entered the Straits 
of Messina, steamed by Seylla and Charybdis, no 
longer dreadful to navigators as they were to the 
mariners of old, and caught a distant glimpse of snow- 
clad Etna, smoking like a furnace, and sending up dark 
clouds which told of the lava flood boiling inside the 
great volcano. A few days later our ship lay at anchor 
Fn the Gulf of Salamis, with the yellow flag flying at 
her masthead, for we had come from a cholera-infected 
iiort and were doomed to five days’ quarantine. 

1 it had come on to blow hard, and the waves had 
rUnn mountains high as we approached the historic 

, ' nf Greece. We had experienced a rough sea 
shores o 2 n 

pe 


l ^ v We had experienced a rough 

, the »' ith aifficnity weathered 

0 „ storm, so it was pleasant to be -,t 

Z : wave, and * *“ sho “' a clear 

i i'»lnor a\ aters. 

b,U cSV « th0 "'fee, in , lucicnt 

day*. hk ™fe 

below.’ The name of almost every 
volley of the surrounding coast breath! ! y 
,nudity past, anil the great ruins of «. \ ut tlle 
stand out there on the hill near Ath! A ™l )ul >s 

witness to the futility of all hn mau W 

u Fragments of stone reared b v 
Remmints of tilings that ] m ‘ Creatl >rea 


c I»*U a,™,.? 1 - 


two 


Here, in imagination, one cannot, ' 

thousand years, and people thn “ °° k ^ -- 

m i<rhty tleatl, tbe remains °f ' L l ‘ Uln « with the 

U)Se works are tr> lm 

\S\ • 


;>e 
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iuiiumo a ntting monument to 

perished greatness. 

, if ?; ' "ntdicd the sun go down in a 

h° H,ts „f 1 P 1 ? 1 ' 1 beb “ d *• distant snow-clad 

g the oloponnesus, and the reflected light 

the Acropolis with glotw f f pitel ; 01 !' m P us 

p t S my. Uto a remembrance of the 

Numerous fishing,b Mte with dark red sails dotted 
the bay an, the poet,bar action of the rowers was 
noticeable; they rose to their feet with each s trok 
of the oar, even as they used to do in the days of 
ancient Greece. 

Life on board ship in quarantine was somewhat 
monotonous. We could land only on the small 
quarantine island, where a few solitary graves marked 
the last resting-place of some unfortunate travellers 
including one hapless lady who had died on board 
our ship. But there was not much pleasure in 
wandering'on the barren shore, and the ilidiffci 
wine of the lonely little cabaret was t • Glen ^ 
A daily swim in the gulf, where the Persia, ,', nVltm §- 
destroyed, was a much pleasant** fleet Wfl s 

although it was late in November !? Ul ‘ SC1Dent > for, 
ciently warm to render batin' , •’ * C Sea Was 8 u fo- 
The officers of the shin ° 
and many of the passen^ excelle ut follows, 
included Russians, Turks \ ° 1C enterfca foing ; they 
Bulgarians ; and an old Krcn !, m ° nian8 ’ Gl 'eeks, and 
travelled much in many 1 8 en tfeman, who had 

especially ainusing coinp a ,' i() S 01 tI,e Wor M> was an 

that, go where he might' ov'' U8ed to remark 

of the earth, he always e 1)1 ^ ie uttermost ends 

} t0Und Englishmen. “ Les 
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iglais sont comme Ir bon Dieu; its sont pciHout ” 

lie used to say ; a very sage and true observation. 

At length we obtained permission to enter Pirmus 
harbour; the yellow flag was hauled down amidst 
the cheers of passengers and crew, and our ship 
steamed slowly to her anchorage. Here, however a 
difficulty occurred. Sufficient room was not allowed 
for our vessel, and she swung round on her anchor 
and collided with a Greek man-of-war. The collision 
was repeated several times before the ship was made 
fast, and excited the wrath of the Greek captain, who 
shouted out in French : “ When the Turks become 
Christians the French will be sailors”; but I think 
the remark might with equal truth have been applied 
to the Greeks, for there seemed to be an entire want 
of discipline and order on their ship, and great con 
fusion prevailed on board of her during the accident 
Fortunately, no serious damage was done to e itlm 
vessel, principally owing to the exertions of ti 
Frenchmen, who busied themselves in p] ac j no . 10 
fenders between the ships each time they Sw ° l ° Pe ' 
gether. After a time our steamer was hm?! t0 ' 
and anchored fore and aft. §ht ~ to 


From Piraeus a party of us went bv .. -i 

flip ruins of Hio A_ _ to 


Athens, and visited the ruins of the Acropol^ 
it was to see the beautiful marble columns 


Sad 

supports of the most splendid building in“ihTworW° 
lying about in fragments on the hill-top ; a few ’ 
columns indeed still stood, but it was a desolate 
scene. The Acropolis looks like the mausoleum of a 
nation’s greatness. There is here a museum con¬ 
taining such relics as have not been removed by 
British and other foieign vandals, hut many of the 
9 
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statues are incomplete. It is a wonderful place to 
behold, this ruin of temples and palaces and 
theatres, surrounded hy a fitting landscape of moun¬ 
tain and sea, pregnant with great memories, over 
which foi ever broods the phantom of the Past. 
Having admired the incomparable and faultless 
Parthenon, we crossed to Mars Hill, the Areopagus 
of the Greeks, which stands close by. It is famous 
for having been the place where the Court held its 
sittings in ancient days, and also as the spot where 
the Apostle Paul preached the gospel of Christianity. 
Then we returned to modern Athens, a rather squalid 
and uninteresting town, which brought us back at 
once from the Past to the insignificant and inglorious 


Present. 

That afternoon we proceeded on our voyage, bul 
the weather was so rough out at sea that the captain 
wisely decided not to attempt to double Cape 
Colonna, and we sought refuge from the storm in a 
sheltering harbour where a number of other steamers 
in similar plight had also cast anchor. Here we 
passed the night ; and m the morning, the sea having 
become calmer, proceeded cm oar way to Smyrna" 

threading the maze of the Cyclades in aomewhS 
stormy weather. Smyrna i« • » U at 

for its extensive land-locked ' In IT ' remar J abIe 
finest in the world. It 1°™’ ° f ** 

within all is Asiatic, althoL town > fol ' 

few European shops on the seafr ^ ^ ^ 
civilised appearance. ' fl0ut gwe it a mo 

There is a striking view 1 . • 
of a hill beyond the town , lnable from thc to i : 

fort. The landscape h ’' iereo * stands a rui H 

very pleasing, but the 


a 

more 
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groves of olives, cypresses, and vines are inviting to 
look at, and the eternal sea beyond is ever attrac¬ 
tive. The streets of Smyrna are narrow and dirty. 
I visited a restaurant, where a good cup of coffee 
and a narghile were obtainable, and then returned 
on board ship, not finding much of interest in the 
town. Fortunately, my passport had been vised by 
the Turkish consul in London, for the authorities 
here demanded to see it, although it was not 
required at Constantinople or elsewhere until my 
arrival on Russian soil. 

After remaining a day at Smyrna we voyaged 
eastwards, sheltered from stormy weather by the 
islands of Mitylcue and Lemnos, and steamed up 
the Dardanelles in the early morning. We passed 
the dreary sandbanks and threatening batteries 
bristling with guns, whose position to bring a cross¬ 
fire seemed to render the Straits impassable to an 
hostile fleet. We steamed by Sestos and Abvd } 
where Leander and Lord Byron swam the JL 1 °*’ 
pont, and Xerxes and Alexander crossed with t ' 
armies. Then we passed out into the calm wl? 
of the Sea of Marmora, where the island of the s '* 
m*ne, bleak and bare and rocky, lift^ ^ 
apped head above the surf, whilst on both sides of 
s stretched the sandy shores of two continents. 

Night had already fallen when we anchored 
utside the Golden Horn. The authorities would 
not allow our vessel to enter the harbour after dark, 

an d wc had to undergo inspection by the quarantine 
officials. N° xt morning, when we entered the 
harbour, Constantinople appeared to rise like an 
enchanted city from t he golden mist. Its thousand 


! I 


ca 

us 

oi 


2 


TROPICS AND SNOWS 



minarets pierced tlic blue sky; its gilded and 
coloured domes and cupolas flashed in the rays of 
the rising sun, and the buildings looked singularly 
white, as though built of Parian stone—the whole 
forming a scene wonderful to behold. However, on 
landing ve ate quickly disenchanted. Surely no 
uncleanei < it) than this of Stamboul exists on the 
face of the earth. The streets reek with filth, 
amidst which innumerable outcast dogs fight for 
offal, and move unwillingly from the way°of the 
passer-by. ^ c directed our steps to the 

beautiful mosque of St. Sophia. Before entering 
the heavily-curtained door we were provided by an 
attendant with a pair of Turkish slippers, which 
have to be put on by the visitor; for this is holy 
ground, and must not lie defiled by the foot of the 
infidel. 

What pen can describe the wonders of the 
mosque of St. Sophia ? \\ ithout, on three sides it is 
surrounded by great closed porticos; and within it 



presents a beautiful perspective, being i 


and simplicity and beaut 
mosque is perhaps even 


lut y of style, the St. Sophia 
' en now the first building 111 
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the world; and the church of St. Peter’s in Rome is 
far inferior to it in these respects. One can easily 
imagine what a deep impression this ancient temple 
produced, with its interior decorations, its different- 
coloured marbles, and the elaborate mosaics with 
which the walls were covered. Well might Justinian, 
the builder of the church, exclaim on the day of its 
consecration: “ I have surpassed thee, 0 Solomon ! 


Glory to God, who lias honoured me by permitting 
me to complete this work! Since the time of the 
Mussulman invasion the interior decorations have 
been concealed by a thick layer of stucco, and the 
outside of the building has been disfigured by 
various structures. 

Leaving the great mosque we proceeded to the 
bazaar, a most interesting part of the town, where 
beautiful fabrics from Persia, and manufactures of 
European and Asiatic Turkey, are exposed for sale. 
We crossed the bridge from Pera to Stamboul amid 
a crowd of Turks; then we entered a Turkish 

restaurant, where we drank coff ee fr om M 
smoked a narghile, and tasted.with appreciation £ 

wine of the country. • el "^ c ^ 'vo proceeded to 

a great underground vault cal led the PI all of 
Thousand and One Columns w ndi was entered 1 )V 
descending a narrow flight of steps m the middle of 
one of the streets. Hus was a vast and |l 00my 
vault, the roof supported by many columns ; and 
bore the attendant told us a curious tale, which 
1 | s ra ther like a page from the Arabian Nights. 

Jn a house over this vault there once lived a 
woman, who was in the habit of attracting rich men 
visit her. She would then confine them in the 
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vault, and force them, under pain of death, to sign 
orders for large sums of money to be delivered to her. 
When she had extracted all she could from them, her 
unfortunate victims were murdered by her attend¬ 
ants. 1 his continued for several years, during which 
period many rich merchants of the city unaccountably 
disappeared. One day one of the intended victims 
made his escape, and the matter having been re¬ 
ported to the police, the woman paid the just 
penalty of her crimes. All this, we were assured, 
occurred within the present century, and, as far as I 
can recollect the story, during the latter half of it. 

After remaining a few days at Constantinople to 
discharge and take in cargo, our vessel steamed 
down the Bosphorus, by fragrant gardens and 
pleasant groves, past the Sultan’s palace and the 
rocks of the Sympleglades, and out into the dark- 
waters of the Black Sea. A strong breeze was 
blowing f rom the east, thick clouds obscured the 


sky, and a storm, .such as are very frequent in these 
seas at this season of the year, seemed to he 
brooding over the inhospitable waves of the Eu.xine 
However, although the sea looked Hack cnomdi to 
merit its name, the storm did not break, and after 

,m uneven 11 voyage of three days, during which 
the only land seen », ls We fif g t t tho 

estuar.es of the Danube, we reached the harbour of 

® nnd that the sea was not 
yet frozen over, as if . . , , n 

of December. It was the e ” !y fA 

the summer seas of So jT t T * F* nt“v 

climate of Russia, f or ^ ^ o{ ^ ship8 

lynig at anchor were entrusted with frozen snow; 
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and we were glad to wrap our furs around us, to 
ward off the biting wind now blowing from the 
north. A great contrast also did Odessa present 
to the last city we had visited. Here were the 
fine buildings and well-laid-out gardens of a civilised 
European town. Altogether, with its broad streets 
and extensive wharves, Odessa appeared to be one 
of the best-built towns 1 have seen. 

Here some delay occurred on landing; for 
various formalities had to be gone through before 
passports were stamped and travellers permitted to 
disembark. My voyage by sea, which had been a 
very pleasant and interesting one, had now come to 
an end. Next day I left by train for Moscow, 
whilst the Guadalquivir proceeded on her way to 
Batoum. The line of rail to Moscow runs through 
a flat country, generally uninteresting, and especi¬ 
ally so in winter when the surface of the hind is 
entirely hidden by the snow. Arriving i n Moscow 
in the depth of winter, after my Voyage ^ 
warm Mediterranean const, 1 seemed at 


enter a'new »orW. At first s ight £ *> 

city, with its numerous and fentaatic cupoh, ^ 
Oriental architecture, present, quite 1 “ 0 
appearance: All was covered with snow 
loftv spires and the cupolas of green and blue anrf 
gold, Which Stood out clearly defined against the 
frosty sky. In the narrow streets the people 
slouched lazily along, wrapped m furs, with the 
collars of their coats turned up so high as to almost 
conceal their faces, and the numerous sledges with 
tinkling hells added to the strangeness of the scene. 

On arriving in Moscow 1 was for the first three 


MINfSr^ 



TROPICS AND SNOWS 


<3L 


months domiciled in a Russian family, but left it 
iittei that period, partly because the food was not 
much to my taste, but more because the people 
spoke u is i, an impediment to my progress in 
acquiring the Russian language. Whilst I lived in 
thm taiiu \ tie caily routine Was very monotonous. 
I rose at nine m the morning, wke'fi a very light 
breakfast was served, including coffee which I have 
not found equalled anywhere; at one o’clock we 
had lunch, a more substantial though sometimes 
less inviting meal; at six o’clock, dinner consisting 
of three courses ; and after each meal the inevitable 
samovar , or hot-water urn, was produced, and we 
drank tea flavoured with lemon and sugar. In 
between whiles I worked at the language, assisted 
by the lady of the house and her daughter; and in 
the afternoon I usually went to skate or for a walk. 
In the evening the kind lady of the house and I sat 
together and smoked cigarettes of wonderful flavour 
and sometimes I visited a theatre of varieties or 
other place of entertainment. 

If the traveller arrives in winter, the first thirnr 

he , ha “ t0 ; 10 'W r™'* himself with „ fuI Jt 
and cap, for without the hp,„oo. 1 

would be impossible to stand N gaiments ]t 
climate. Wrapped i n f Urs le ngours of the 

goloshes over one’s boots or ^ mdiarubber 
house and defy the cold on/ • eave tbe warm 

thermometer may register il . even tboil 8 b tbe 
When there are over\wont "i d ® grees Rdaunim - 
fires are kept burning i n \ (] j degrees of frost > wood 
cipal streets, rendering it .! ! <! s ^ uares ;, "‘ l F iu ' 

and warm oneself. The , ^ ° to sto P at intm ‘ ,ls 

u,Ses are well heated by 
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means of hot air from the stoves, or by hot-water 

pipes; all the windows are double, and in winter the 

interstices are filled with putty, so that the rooms 

are almost hermetically sealed. This naturally 

makes the air in Russian houses exceedingly close, 

so I used to open the ventilator in my bedroom 

window for a few minutes every morning to let in 

fresh air, to the great horror and alarm of my landlady 

In Moscow the Kremlin is the most notable 

object, and first attracts the attention of the visitor 

both from its historical associations as the cradle of 

the Russian Empire, and from its external aspect. 

Within its historic walls are many interesting 

buildings, palaces, and churches, and it contains 

many memorials of ancient Russia and of the 

Moscow Tzars and Grand Dukes. The Kremlin is 

surrounded by a high turreted wall, and has fiy e 

gates surmounted by towers. From the farther 

bank of the Moskva River it presents a p 

appearance, with its gilded, blue, and green cur 1 ° 

Of its contents the most interesting are tin* n S ‘ 

Palace, the Palace of Arms, the Uspenski , at 

founded in 1320 , where the Izars are crow 

Great Bell, and a large collection 0 f Can , ; tlle 

of them abandoned by the French arm^i m .° St 

disastrous retreat in 1812 . tL f "“ring 

oelfry 0 f 

has a 


their 


Ivan the Great, standing near the Cathedra, 
chime of thirty bells, and from its summit’ a" 


view of the city and of the surrounding country can 
be obtained. In the Palace of Arms is a collection 
of old weapons, Imperial regalia, Coins, medals, and 
other interesting relics, including a pair of boots 
made by Peter the Great. 

\V>\ 
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flic * 'Teat Bell of Moscow is the largest in the 
woild. It stands on a granite base near the belfry 
of I\ an the Great. * A large piece, which has been 
bioken out of its side, stands close by. On the bell 
itself is inscribed the following history 

(I) o the blessed and ever worthy memories 
of the great Tzar and the Grand Duke Alexis 
Michaelovich by order of the Autocrat of Great, 
Little, and W lute Russia, to the Cathedral of the 
Assumption of the Mother of God, the Great Bell of 
8 000 poods weight (about 288,000 lbs.) waS cast 

in the y ear 7162 from tllc creation of the world and 
1054 from the birth of Christ; and in this place l>e«an 

to ring in tlic 7 ea1 ' 7176 from the creation and 1G60 
from the birth of Christ; and on the loth day of 
June in the year 7208 from the creation and 1701 


from the biith of ( hiist it was injured by a great 
conflagration in the Kremlin; since the year 7731 
from the birth of Christ it has been silent 

( 2 ) “ By order of the Empress Am,a Ivanovna 
Antoerat of all the Russias, in honour of the great 
l.oc and of the saered Mother of Ctrl in thc C| f m . cll 

of the Assumption, this boll „ , ' urcn 

former bell of 8000 poods will ^ 7r • ° Ut ° f tlie 
voods in the von,, ' ‘ an a ^btion of 2000 

from the birth'of Chriit f ' 0 i'", tlle Creation 8ntl 1733 

bIe 73)''TM f HW Imi *^ Maje^ th ^ 

Motorin, Iv “" Fe ' loi ' off - so ” of 

in Moscow, many 0 f ,7 ? c,lurches and monasteries 

jewels and money w , -T COntuin S reat wcalth in 
pended in relievino- *■]. ° 1 wouhl be f ;ir better ex 
b tllc wretched peasants. 
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There are two Imperial theatres in Moscow ; the 
larger of the two, where I frequently went to the 
opera, is the third theatre in the world in point of 
size. There are also several private theatres, and 
some places of amusement after the fashion of our 
music halls. These are dreadful sinks of iniquity, 
where a premium is placed on vice; they are kept 
open till four o’clock in the morning. These theatres 
have choruses of women, who sing occasionally, hut 
promenade among the audience during the greater 
part of the time when the entertainment is in pro¬ 
gress. Some of them receive a miserable pittance 
of thirty shillings a month ; others receive no pay at 
all, but have to sing in the chorus for the privilege 
of being allowed to frequent the theatre. These 
lost souls form the principal attraction by which the 
managers of the halls make their fortunes. The 
most curious building in the city is the church of 
Vassili Blajcnnei, which stands in the R ec l e. 
near the Kremlin. It is of all colours, ; J *** 
architecture is of a most fantastic descrintir r 

is said to have been built by an Italian aril a Tt 

order of the Tzar Ivan the Terrible, who , ' by 
unfortunate man’s eyes to be put out after tbe 

pletion of the building, so that he should C ° m ' 
struct another one like it. Close by stand *° < '° n ' 
group of statues iu memory of Minin and Pohrfcf 
who delivered Russia from the Polish invasion in 

One of the features of Moscow is the great Uluu ’ 
her of beggars to be seen everywhere. They stand 
in lines along the streets, soliciting alms —wretched 
creatures of all ages and both sexes, many of them 
dreadfully maimed or deformed; hut there is also 
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a foil sprinkling of able-bodied mendicants. Some 
of these beggars soon became well known to me by 
sight. There was one man with no legs, who gener¬ 
ally became intoxicated on holidays, and on such 
occasions I have seen the wretched creature lying in 
the gutter with his crutches beside him. 

ihe winter is the pleasantest time in Moscow, as 
there are then more amusements to be found in the 
town, and the climate, although so cold, is preferable 
to the great neat of summer. 

There ate severel skating places, „u<l as it freezes 
hard for about four months in tlie year there is 
plenty of exercise to be obtained ; but it is too cold 
for skating when the thermometer falls below twenty 
degrees Reaumur. Sometimes I went to skate and 
found the place deserted, for apparently the Russians 
were unable to stand the cold. No doubt one of the 
reasons for this is the way in which they shut 
themselves up all the winter in rooms that are 
almost hermetically scaled. The inhabitants are 
generally speaking, lazy and effeminate. In winter 
they seldom walk, and, when they do so do no 
move with any briskness W , , ’ 10 not 

up iu f urs . ' but cr “l “long muffled 


The streets of Moscow n„ • , 

the most unpleasant street ?, ® m0St evcry respw 
ments are so narrow .„ , ,h ? W01 ' R Tho P avl 

walk with any *° f" d ® * >mi»®ihle t 

with cobble stones «„ /, “ , t,le KMds are P» ve 

of vehicles is absolute rumWm 

winter this latter dis-,, : but of mma0 ' 

streets at* oOTenrf w “ not 6Tid * nt ’, “ * 

sledges, when the wd*"®. 8now ' “ d ,**7 * 
. Hoi.se is the musical tmklm 
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of the bells. When the winter frost breaks up, the 
streets are in a horrible mess from the melted snow ; 
and all the evil smells, frozen up during the cold 
season, are let loose. In spring and summer repairs 
are going on everywhere ; there is a smell of asphalte 
in almost every street; the houses are being painted, 
and the pavements are obstructed in many places 
with scaffolding and ladders. In summer the heat 
is great, and the dust disagreeable; the theatres in 
the town are closed, and everyone who can afford to 
do so goes out to live in the country. There are 
man y places round Moscow within easy reach by 
train or tramcar, where one can pass the summer 
very pleasantly living in a dacha, as the small 
country houses are called, I hose dachas are built 
of wood, and in the hot weather are delightful 
habitations, situated as they are in thfe midst of 


woods and gardens. Some of them, as Tsaritzino 
and Petrovski llazumovsk., are quiet and retired • 
others, like the Fetrovski 1 ark, are fen of ... 1 


UbliUXO, - . . _ Of lifp 

and have theatres of varieties and other pl ac 


ces of 


entertainment. 

One of the pleasantest spots in the vicinity of ti 
city is on the top of the Sparrow Hills, A 41,0 
five miles off, above the bank of the river. pT?" w 
heights a splendid view of the town can be 
whilst they are historically interesting fc om t)i ‘ • 
that Napoleon stood here m 1812 , when he fi rst 
e y es on Moscow with its thousand spires. i t is 
pleasant to climb these hills on a fine summer’s day 
and drink tea in one of the many little gardens, 
returning by boat on the winding river. 

From the spot where Napoleon stood, now occu- 
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pied In n restaurant, the whole panorama of Moscow 
lies at one s feet. In the foreground are stretches of 
green meadows and deep woods, beyond which the 
.it lurch of the Saviour obtrudes itself upon the 
a lew. onspieuous ; dso are the Foundling Hospital 
nn.l the turreted walls of the Kremlin, the whole 

* Md >"» «urve of the Moskva River. 

le necessity for having a passport and showing 
,t 'v1. revet one gocs is rathet ^ ^ • 

indeed is the passport system altogether. With 
every change of address tho passport has to bo sen! 
t0 the local police-officer for registration; , md not 
only is this document necessary to enable ouc to 
enter Russia, hut another has to be procured after 
six months restdence in the country, and yet another 
before one can recross the frontier. It is not foreigners 
alone who require passports, but every inhabitant of 
the country is obliged to have one, and renew it 
periodically, when a small fee is charged, which must 
be a considerable source of revenue. When I Wls „ 

Moscow reports were rife that reforms were to he 
made in the passport sv^f-nm ,„i • i • co be 

all and useful touiJe h , * 

does not assist the r 3 3,11 ,at ' f not only 

cultios, owing to the ,..i , UKKam ** diffi- 

Ii,189 S IeT»‘? C o‘ heSed0CU “ e,lts - 

to lay the foundation of° ° tate C . ntr ^ lnto Moscow > 
the memory of his fat] ^ ,^ <due in the Kremlin to 
precautions for his s-ifT’ ^ exander IL Elaborate 
and the time of liis * U r ^ en V the police, 

twenty-four hours lJf 1 '? 1 Was mft de'known only 
streets from the rnih v . * HG . d; Troo P s lincd tlie 
crowds stood for lSo ‘ f J Sfcatl0D to the Kremlin, and 
lf nours waiting his arrival. 
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lie drove rapidly by in an open carriage and pair, 
accompanied by the Empress, and greeted by cheers 
from the troops and crowd. He was a tall, stalwart 
man, in appearance much like the ordinary Russian 
peasant. He was gifted with great physical strength, 
and was said to be the strongest man in Russia. On 
the evening of his arrival there were great illumina¬ 
tions, and the streets were paraded by a vast but 
orderly crowd. It was said that the Tzar would 
remain a fortnight in Moscow, but he went away 
quite unexpectedly after staying only a few days. 
No doubt, such secret movements were rendered 
necessary by political requirements, as the Nihilists 
were said to be still at work. Few Russian Tzars 
have died a natural death. 

I heard, but I cannot vouch for the truth of the 
story, that there was a plot to blow up the Imperial 
train on the way to Moscow in 1893, and that three 
students were appointed to perpetrate the d 0P 1 
Two of them, suspecting 01 discovering tbit- +a 
third intended to betray them, killed him 1 * 

off his head, which they carried away j n " CUt 
conceal his identity. 1 hey, however, neo] f 
search his pockets, in which, among 0 the ^ t0 
was found a list of conspirators; So t] J ' P a Pers, 
discovered. The story certainly bears an a £ 0t Was 
probability, but it was talked of much i n fcl ° 1 ! m ' 
and I heard it from several sources. < 

It is, of course, almost impossible to learn the 
whole truth about anything in Russia, owing to the 
censorship ot the pu >s and the fear of spies. The 
Nihilists are for the greater part said to be annum 
the students, nearly all of whom hold advanced 
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i >ma and socialistic views. Many of these students, 

1 -y\\c\ ei aic very shallow revolutionists. They talk 

° , 1 ■,* 01 ^ le burden of an oppressive govern¬ 
ment, denounce -mw.,., y , ri 

utociacy and plutocracy, and pro¬ 
pagate revolutionary ideas l.m J • i i 

they consider it the e! T ^ ^ 

.] ,i • correct thing; tor they will 

tlllOW lip tlieir CclDR ‘inrl d . . ' ^ 

such an occasion a,‘the t?t T i ** lo ” dc< * °" 

capital. ' of “»> Tzar into the 
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WHITE RUSSIA—RUSSIAN LITERATURE 

Visit to White Russia—Borodino—Smolensk—Journey in a SleHi— 
A Russian Country House—Bieahenkovichy—The Grand Army 

— Ostrovno — A Centenarian — The Coming of Napoleon_ \ 

Russian Estate—The River Dvina—A Drive to the Forest_ A 

Forest Hut— Hunt for Bears— Freedom in Russia—The Jews in 
Russia— Return to Moscow— The Russian Language— Russian 
Fictional Literature—Pessimism in Literature— The Press Censor 

_Characteristics of Russian lriction —Translations—Dostoevski 

—Tolstoi—Poushkin the Poet— Lormontoff, his Life and Tragic 
Death — T urgency— Gogol His Description of the Dnieper- 
Korolenko — The Censorship of the Press-Suppression of News 
papers — Persecution of Turgenev—Effects of the Censorship. 

Early in February 1893 a Russian 
retired naval officer, whom I had met t 
on my way from Odessa, was so kind as to imVf 
me to' pay a visit to hit country resi(] ‘"to 

on the bank of the Enter Dvtna, ; u th ." atc ‘l 

crovernment. That part of the Tzar’s ,1 ' ^ 

which lies beyond Smolensk, and borders I,S 

southern confines of the Baltic provi, 1Ces ig n ^ hc 
White Russia, —why, I know not. White ‘ , 

it certainly was with its dreary expanse of ‘j"f * 
clad in a winter garb of snow ; but equally whi”!’ 
and if anything more dreary, were the stepp es Q f 
Little Russia and Great Russia, through which ] 
Lad travelled a short time previously. Passim,- 
through the splendid triumphal gates of Moscow 
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surmounted by a classic group representing Victory 
dialing a chariot and eight horses, and built to 
commemorate the retreat of the French in 1812, I 

dt tie city by train from the Smolensk station, 
accompanied by my friend. 

ti-ndled comfortably, for the carriages on 

tliG Kassian railways nro \va m « t 1 

at , p J are warm and luxurious in 

winter. Not to from Moscow we passed near the 

famous field of Borodino, where the Russians made 

a Ias ‘ Stan f. a 8 a , mst French in 1812 before 
abandoning the white capital to the invaders Pass¬ 
ing Smolensk where we only stopped long enough 
to obtain a glimpse of the grey turreted walls and 
numerous cupolas, picturesquely situated on heights 
overlooking Ike River Dneiper, we arrived towards 
evening at a small station, where my friend’s sledge 

awaited us. 

The moon rose at dusk, and the long drive of 
thirty miles was not unpleasant, although it was verv 
cold ... the open sledge, and the snow lay thick on 

the ground Vi rapped in furs from head to foot 
with a wolfskin rua drown o 0 l> 

not feel the frost; and the t.J ^ .° U1 cet ’ we d * d 
tandem-wise, took us swiftly ”7 T'*™’ llamessed 
tinkling of the bells Oil /, * t0 tke men 7 
marked the road, so we ant^ VeLlcles had already 
passing over an enc j] '' ,0 a '’ n o witJ,0u t difficulty, 
occasionally by dark <d eXpanse of snow > relieved 
of birch-trees, that sn ^? ne forests or groves 
spectral and fantastic V- • their wbite 1 ' ranclies in 
We drove across the ^ th ° bri S ht m00n % ht - 
and the sledge stomw, iT! Dvina > now frost-bound, 

friend’s hospitable k! the door of kind 

<i nsidn, which looked gloomy 
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' enough, for it was inhabited in summer only, and 
my host had merely come for a short stay to make 
his usual winter insneetion nf In* m, 


j J --- LU 

Jiis usual winter inspection of his property. The 
gloom, however, soon disappeared when we entered 
and found ourselves in a well-lit hall, where the 
winter air was shut out, and we were welcomed by 
the cheery overseer of the estate. Nothing can 
exceed the kindness and hospitality of the typical 
Russian country gentleman. In the early part of 
the century an ancestor of my host’s had been an 
Anglomaniac, as those are termed who have pre¬ 
judices in favour of everything English : he had 
rebuilt the house, and furnished it somewhat in the 
English style. The rooms were large and airy. 
An" excellent bathroom, an unusual luxury i n a 
Russian house, was a great comfort; and the library 
was well stocked with English books, as well as with 
works in other languages. My host spoke Eno-lLi. 
perfectly, which was well for me, as 1 l lad tllCK ' , ' 
acquired a smattering of the Lussian tongue 
The house and its surroundings, by name p . 
kovichy, were of historic interest. Nap 0 l eon > p len ~ 

Army had passed close bj in July tgjo Q . 
to accomplish the destinies of, R Uss J. _ way 

mighty conqueror himself had made this ^ 10 
° i,rTmtirters. whence lie had fm«„.i /“Vision 


illy - - ^ 

his headquarters, whence lie had crossed the ]■ 
Dvina by a hastily-constructed bridge, and "p ° 
carried out a reconnaissance of the Russian positit 
near \ itebsk. 

In the vicinity was the village of OstroVnc 
here the Emperor’s advanced guard under Mura 


W 


fought a stubborn action with the fourth Russia 
army corps undei Ostcimann, and forced the latti 
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to retreat. There lived on the premises when I 
was at Bieshenkovichy a decrepit old servant, over 
a hundred years of age, who well remembered the 
coming of the French, and related how Napoleon 
had enteitained a number of his generals at dinner 
on the evening of his arrival at the house. 

The room where the great man slept was pointed 
out to me , and fioin the windows could bo seen the 
path where he had paced up and down, building those 
castles in the aii which were so soon to crumble 
away, and, in their fall, to shake the foundations of 
his power. 

The day after our arrival my host took me 
round part of his estate, consisting mostly of cattle 
farms and cultivation. There was also a distillery, 
with the refuse of which the cattle were fed in the 
sheds, where they were shut up close and warm for 
the winter. In charge of one of the farms was an 
old non-commissioned officer of the Horse Artillery 

of the Guard, who related some of his experiences 

before Plevna. 
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covered by a spotless sheet of snow; the river was 
frozen over; and the trees, festooned with snow and 
icicles, were destitute of leaves. 

After remaining two days in the mansion, I 
started off on a fifty-mile drive to a distant part 
of my friend’s property, where there was a great 
extent of forest, and a few bears were reported to 
be located. The drive was somewhat monotonous, 
for the road was bad, and we did not get along verv 
quickly, whilst more than once some delay was caused 
by our being upset into deep snow by the roadside. 
There was the usual dreary expanse of snow, alter¬ 
nating with occasional forests, and we passed through 
several villages, where 1 and my companion °(a 
retired overseer), who had been a great hunter i n 
his day, warmed ourselves with the vodka of the 
country—a rather raw spirit compared with the 
delicate liqueur obtainable in more civilised pl accs 
Having halted half-way for more solid refreshment' 
we arrived towards nightfall at the forester’s hm-’ 
situated on the edge of the forest, which was J, 
our habitation during the shooting expedition 
hut was small, but warm and cosy, and ’ U ' e 
ourselves very comfortable m it during om * l ‘ Ule 
days’ stay there, although some hens occn pied ,T° 
same room, and a cock crew at morn from the f ^ 
of my bed. The bears we had come. i n seareh°of 
were supposed to have been marked down in j-p 
autumn, when they retired to hibernate deep in the 
solitude of the wood. 

Next day, beaters wore collected, and we beat a 
considerable extent of lorest, but no bears could lie 
found. Probably, the lairs had not been properly 
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marked.; but in any case it would have been very 
difficult to find the animals, for the snow was 
nowhere less than waist-deep, and in places where 
it had drifted was six or eight feet in depth. On 
my way hack to the hut I saw tracks of a lynx in 
the snow, hut no animals of any kind were seen, 

and the forest seemed to he absolutely destitute of 
wild life. 

I\ ext day we drove hack, and my good friend 
welcomed me as though I had been absent two 
years instead of two days. He was much dis¬ 
appointed that I had not succeeded in killing a 
bear, and, at the suggestion of the overseer, proposed 
that a tame one belonging to someone in the neigh¬ 
bourhood should lie purchased for me to shoot. 
This idea, although so kindly intended, it is need¬ 
less to say, wa s not carried out. The worthy over¬ 
seer even proposed that 1 should shoot the animal 
from the dining-room window, so as to be in a 
position of perfect safety ! 

This was the pleasantest period of my sojourn 
UJ White' P A th ° Ugh 1 remained onJ y * week' here 

tt'tzzsx**-'****-* 

survey! Till! * 

other officials, „ thl L “ ’ to ™ l,lc Wlth the I )0,lcc ot 
empire ; and rov “ less remote P arts of the 

fomality that his tl h P ** “* dem!mded - a 

where the traveller , “ ?° DC throu 8 h 111 n,ost > ,laces 
could cast off that 7“"“ for a ni 8 ht Here 
freedom which In,!’ U l >lH3ssm S » f ™ Dt . of 

territory_ a b. ,r - 8 traveller on Russian 

' • ‘ c Ul o which the foreigner casts oil 
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as a weight from his shoulders when he recrosses 
the frontier and leaves the line of Russian outposts 
behind him. 

During my visit l inspected the adjacent village, 
consisting of not too clean wooden habitations. The 
inhabitants were for the most part Jews, but did 
not appear to have attained to that wealthy condi¬ 
tion that their compatriots reach in other countries, 
for they seemed to be living in poverty-stricken 
squalor. This is one of the few provinces of the 
empire where the Jews are still permitted to remain, 
although it seemed to be the general opinion that 
they would eventually be expelled from here also. 

I think people arc inclined to look on this expulsion 
of the Jews from Russia rather one-sidedly from the 
point of view of the oppressed Israelite race. 

There is no doubt that these people do a great 
deal of harm by usury, for they rum the Russian 
peasant wherever they come in contact with him. 
Trading on the peasant’s love of vodha, they ad¬ 
minister to his desire lor drink at an immense profit 
to themselves: the peasant spends what little monev 
he earns at the drinking-house, gets into debt, and 
finally pawns all his possessions down to his’ i ast 
shirt in order to obtain his beloved liquor. 

Doubtless, unduly harsh treatment was used i n 
carrying out the expulsion of the Jews, and I ] mve 
heard stories of their being driven at the point of 
the bayonet to the trains that were to carry them 
across the frontier. But even this extreme measure 
was rendered necessary in some cases, for the people 
would not leave until they were turned out by force. 
Without in any vay advocating the cause of tyranny 
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or the oppression 0 £ the weak, it may be urged that 
both sides of the question should be dispassionately 
considcicd. If the Jews have suffered much, they 
Inn e also caused much suffering ; and perhaps other 
countries would be equally glad to get rid of their 
r news nit have not sufficient courage to under¬ 
take such a drastic measure. 

i ^ was with U'grct that 1 left my host’s hospit¬ 
able mansion ami returned in at T 

f \v\ V I> ecl t0 Moscow. I saw no 

r rC ,1 „:f «* - glimpse obtained 

from the railway carnage some months later, on my 
way to W aisaw and the frontier ^ 

On returning to Moscow 1 settled down for some 
months to work at the language, and, in addition to 
acquiring a colloquial knowledge of it, made a study 
of the principal Russian fiction of the day, which 
certainly was more interesting than the works of 
most contemporary English novelists. A fr Cn enl 
impression prevails that the Russian language pre- 

sents almost referable difficulties; but fJA 
if it is more difficult n rl \ T -, uoulit 

and a feu- mo„,h7„ „ “ E “ r0pean 

to enable one to M ' ld " r is SnHicicllt 

The construction is £.“,1™* i“ - k “ 0wlc ^° of * 

"" nh «* origin Wi L a ;, 11 <0BW “ mm y 

no more obstacles to +1 ' » rannnai ' presents 

German syntax. ° ^an the French or 

Russians are always • 

guists; l»ul this an j, StU< ^' c remarkable Un¬ 
natural gift, but to |r- ^ >e ( ^ ue > n °k *° an T 

hood the upper classed ° from early child - 

French, German, and p' ^ ace ^ mider tbe care of 
nesses. They thu* .. S^sh nurses and gover- 

‘l l| iro these foreign languages 
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without difficulty, and we in England would doubt¬ 
less be able to learn with equal facility if we were 
brought up under similar conditions. 

j u a W ork on travel and adventure I have some 
diffidence in introducing the subject of literature; 
but it is one of interest to many, so it may not be 
out of place to lightly review the general character¬ 
istics of Russian fiction, and mention some of the 
principal authors. Russian literature has many 
unique and peculiar attributes, rendering it unusually 

mt °Whilst in Russia I avoided all English books 
i ' iinv , an d devoted myself entirely to the 
and newspai ^ country> both for purposes of study 
language 0 ^ waS a bout that time that English 

and recreation- its lowest level, when books 

fiction reac who aeajt with subjects better left 
of lady uoa ^ ’ ue> s0 f did not miss much bv 
IWOnf«vour»f E u*iauli teatTO J 

5 the unhealthy Now W„n,u„. 

,1,011 so much in vogue m Ln 0 «ud, to the lumi„ ous 

moc of a literature that lies 111 ^ 11 the life o( tl . uo 

LiJism, whilst it do® 1 uot ihm it m our faces those 
! nvc r phases of human nature that are best left to 
|„. imagination of the prurient huch a literature 
... hc b e S t Russian fiction of the century -, such are 
Ihc works, both prose and poetry, of Poushkin and 
llrmontoff; the tales and legends of Gogol; the 
romances of Turgenev and Dostoevski; the historical 
uovels and other works of Tolstoi; the Siberian tales 
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of Korolenko; ancl the books written by Pisemski, 
Goncharoff, and Ostrovski. 

In the works of all these authors can be found 
scarcely a line that could offend the most sensitive 
reader; whilst at the same time, although somewhat 
overclouded by a certain characteristic pessimism 
inseparable from this gloomy country, they are 
instinct with life and energy; they portray in \Aid 
language great historical events; and their descrip¬ 
tions of the beauties of nature are not surpassed in 
the literature of any country. 

There is indeed one notable production of 
Tolstoi’s, notable only by reason of its “ Zolaism, 
to which exception may be taken, for as a work of 
literary art it is not of much merit. 

The Krcutzer Sonata is not pleasant reading, and 
its author’s reputation has not been enhanced by this 
work. Nevertheless, those who have lived in the 
world, and seen much of life, and observed the 
frailties of huma 


frailties of human nature, cannot but acknowledge 
the truth of Tolstoi’s philosophy. This work touches 
a weak point which will not bear close investigation ; 


- — investigation ; 

’* “ *”* kve been investigated by 

means of such a book as the Kreutzer Sonata. 


of 
contend 


against. 


,, ° muiuev bona, 

Z1T ' CSpKia ">' tllMC of «* " bait 
pusent century, have had .. . difficulties to 

censor, with ,J, “’" Stailt fciU ' of tlle l' ress 

for ever before tl H 'i,- " lgeo,ls anfl prisons 

their fancies and keen ^ haVe had t0 curb 

They were thus limit^ , Watch u P on t1,eir P ens - 

and as to the manner’ , as to choice of sub J ect ’ 

which they chose to 0v , ® Ven the ver T words 1U 
■ press their thoughts. It must 
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Tiave been galling indeed to an author to receive 


IIIl > V> O ° 

back his manuscript from the censor with many of 
his best lines obliterated, sometimes for the most 
paltry reasons, even if worse did not befal him for 
writing in a style that did not meet with the 
approval of the officials of the censor’s office. 

In Russian literature we do not find the exagge¬ 
rated affectation of some modern writers, nor their 
technical inaccuracy; neither is there any of that 
bombastic verbiage which renders most of our his¬ 
torical novels so ridiculous and unreadable. We- 
, w , pure literary style, abounding m appro- 
i micery and rich in local colouring, which is 
pnatc ‘o j n:l dc<|uately rendered m, and is in 
nnhappny mucb libelled by, the unsatisfactory 
fact genera } translations to which those must 
and ungramnn ‘ ^ not fortunate enough to be 

hove recount ' 

1 i f i 1P 0 riL r i» als ‘ 

» great l ,u ' nt "> f “™ur of Kussian 
, point evidencing the appreciation in wWdl 
^Theld-that it should have attained such a wi(fe 

1S • Ruffiand, notwithstanding tlu> f 

with it only itv t0 m ;u7„ od of t “ n T rcnt 

IZ .. only *•*>« 7 «?W«1 w,,,i 

and it is in tins matt « of fans „tn,ns that 
literature is so notably deficient; whilst many gi f t „, 
Continental writers have not considered it beneath 
to apply themselves to the translation of 
foreign authors, with the result that in France, 
n " v and Russia there are versions but little 
• f ( r ior to the originals. At the same time, whilst 
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^^considerincr j| lf , j- •, 

authors have , ? sa ? auta g es under which Russian 
those points which? 1 ’ W ° mUSt UOt lo ' Se sight ° f 

assisted them in thoi 1UVC i t0kl m their favour and 

^ulii work, 
it may oq saicl tl • t 

present century there?? ^ ^ comm cncement of the 
the exception of th« n ° ^ U8saui literature, with 
whilst in W^n?:: 1 : * ^okovaki; 

had already been evh J ? U n f ' ouutr ies many subjects 

r th “ K W * “«*• 

original work, having l ess m ? •' ! t} 111 Producing 
But Russian ^ t’°“" 

their operations. The palace the ? V ? rgla field 

cottage of the peasant 

nation only then emerging: f rom , , y of il 

these, so different ^"r”" 

seen, furnished an incxhunstihle ■ ° t 0I< ^ las 

been slow to avail himself nf ,1 <lS * le hatter 

failed in extracting cr 0 ]d from tl V;Ultages > nor 

Many Russian anti 7 hteraiy mine, 
tion, and Tolstoi and T? UVC a ^" ro P ean reputa- 
rank of the write* * the first 

view of the difficulties wit? f- f C0Untries - hi 
contend, it is not sumr WUC l autllora had to 
of Russia is not vo]^ ? ng ** the literature 
had to he avoided - - Forb idden subjects 

genius fiung aside’ t L S ° me cases writers of 

treatment they received P °? in at the 

censor, and thus their T)r , the hands of the 

quantity. 1 °*act, on§ Were ]imited in 

Dostoevski spent ten 

» Siberia, ntl( | , <d his. life as a political 
terrors lie experienced in 
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prison are vividly depicted in his Letters from the 
Deadhouse. There can be little doubt that his mind 
was unhinged by what he went through—a surmise 
emphasised by his later production, Crime and 
Punishment, one of the most remarkable works ever 
published, depicting as it does the intricate workings 
of a diseased human mind. 

It is not a matter of surprise that the great 
Tuwenev should have preferred to live and die in 
Unitary exile rather than pass a crippled existence 
ta the country that gave him birth Tolstoi alone 
,, t Colossus indifferent to the censor of the 
StaI1 r^red perhaps by the generosity of a more 
press, ■ 1 • am ] a more advanced civilisation, 

enhghtcnec , Pous hkin and Lermontoff, both 

1 , 'If 11 vron, adorned Russian literature duriim 

Europe, and they some > so closely 

indeed that they ha^c leason incurred 

the charge of ^H^^iVerskoi Boulevard * 

At the top of the x aid, m Moscow 

stands the statue of an intellectual and thoughtful’ 
lookim- man of an Ethiopian east of counted 

This presents of African descent! 

and the greatest of Russia 1 poets He was not only 
a poet, but also directed Ins attention to pros £ 
writing with considerable success, and some of hi s 
writings are characterised by great dramatic fore. 
The Captain's Daughter, a tale of the rebellio. 
raised by the Cossack Pougachoff, is of considerable 
historical interest, as depicting the course of one of 


‘ce. 
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m0st remar kable insurrections recorded in the 

history of any country. 

of 't’' ‘"T ^ “* 

dramatised, and L n S , ° f them have beeu 

subject of one of the l^tP? °- **** ^ 

was killed in a duel with !T“ ^ Poushkm 
when he was but thirt! I? 1 ^ in 1837 ’ 

had already succeeded /' nme 7 ears of »ge ; but he 

among Russian poets " mmn » tbe foremost place 

notice" by’hif line! w^Ll^hc ^ ,n '° mineilt 
tragic death of Poushkin. H c wa ~ 


young subaltern of the Guards, and 1,!.'^ time a 

sions in the above-mentioned lines bavin"* eXpres “ 

disapproval in high quarters, the authoi was'Cshri 

by way of punishment to a remment , ■ . 

r\ t-.o r fM • ° went servino- iji f 

Caucasus. 1 ins event was not «i f , , 7> tlle 

to the poet, except in so far as iUr/'T] < , , f aStcful 

him the want of freedom in ] • , ■ lfc 101110 to 

it exercised a most beneficial e fpT whilst 

Already in his early ° n his gs . 

months upon the Caucasus- 1° 1 'f somo 

]> y tbe rugged beauty and ’ T been pressed 
Kazbek ; had listened to t ^ ° f Murz 
torrents, and built air-,, ^ niUslc of the mountain 
floated in fantastic sha,,'. ° f tllc cIoucl s that 
that pierced the sapphire s? ^ t]l ° 8now 7 peaks 
He now produced a scries ’fv tIl0Se pure re gions. 
ing in fine description of(| ° Easter » tales, abouiid- 
and the rugged scenes ] le , ’ G mou “tains, the valleys, 
Lermontoff wrote h ut .° Ve< * so well. 
h(r 'lime is the best i P*'ose. His Hero of 

, " 11 of his prose works; 


On 
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it consists of an admirably-written and interesting 
series of tales, partly descriptive of the author’s 
sojourn in the Caucasus. 

There are in the gallery of men of action, both 
in history and in literature, persons before whom 
we involuntarily pause, attracted more by their 
personality than by their deeds or works. Such a 
personality belongs to the poet Lermontoff, whose 
character and careei, like those of Byron, present 
an irresistible attraction to the imagination. The 
poet was of an unhappy disposition, at discord 
with all the world, by which, because it could not 
understand him, he felt himself badly treated. His 
tragic and premature death completed the romance 
of his somewhat eventful life. Ho was killed in a 
duel with a brOther-officer m 1841, whilst undergo* 
banishment in the C,m«» S for a second 

i„ the twenty-seventh year of ks age ;buthe ^ 

already succeeded in gam"'.? » beside P ousM 

in thejiistory of the literature of his country. 

Lermontoff had <®I“f oy, oa ' 

weight of the heavy hand of the t the 

country. He found d,se,ptae ^ f hs 
„f t ™ confined to the guardroom ; ’ ^ was 

himself a brave .soldier on the field of ' Proved 
preferred a military career to that quiet ^ «»d 
his ample fortune and mtellectual attain,,,,., * ln, ;b 
|,„ve accorded him. The last lines of llis ^““'<1 
Princess Mary are singularly applicable to the 
himself, as he doubtless thought when he penned the 


passage ■ . 

“And now in this dull fortress, when ponderino- 


on 


the past, 1 often say to myself, ‘ Why did I not 
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wish to take that path opened to me by fate, where 
the calm joys of a quiet mind awaited me ? . . . 
No; I could not have borne such a lot! I am like a 
sailor born and bred on the deck of a pirate brig: 
las soul is bound to battle and storm, and when 
ashore he cares not for the shady grove or peaceful 
sunshine; he paces the livelong day on the sandy 
shore, listening to the murmur of the waves, and 
gazing out into the misty distance: does there not 
flutter on the pale line out there that divides the 
blue waves from the grey clouds, does there not 
flutter the long-wished-for sail, at first like the wing 
of a sea-gull, but little by little separating itself 
from the foam of the billows, and gliding swiftly 
but surely towards the desert shore . 

I have been induced to dwell thus long on the 


subject of the poet Lennon toff, owing to that per¬ 
sonal attraction of which mention has already been 
made, and would willingly devote more space to him 
were such within the scope of this chapter 

.. Eussian 
*""> p°c„ AuZgk TiTLr aftcr 

know,, to English readers « Tol to ' ],k ‘ 

author. «•«* f the latter 

writings are practical! y/T' f ° f Style ’ and all his 
literary excellence. Hr i eCt a ® works of art and 
whether of Russian fif ' captions are beautiful, 
forests and steppe n ^. au<1 character, or of the 
earlier days; and it j ^ w hieh he passed his 
the greater part of } v j s *-° think that he spent 
far from the scenes ] u , .1 '* ( ex ^Gd in foreign lands, 
C do «*ibed no vividly. 


UWISTfiy 


WHITE RUSSIA—LITERATURE 



<SL 


Gogol, an eminent Russian writer, has been 
described as the Russian Dickens. His works abound 
in exquisite humour and pathos. He wrote hut 
little, probably because he was in some degree insane, 
and composed only during lucid intervals, or, as 
some say, during his fits of insanity. 

His Dead Souls is the most important of his 
works. Some of his comedies are excellent, one of 
them, Revizor {The Inspector), holding the first place 
among comedies on the Russian stage. His legends 
and tales of Cossack life are charming, and it is in 
some of them that his singularly beautiful descrip¬ 
tions of natural scenery are found. For a picture of 
Cossack life in the olden days, Taras Boulba can be 


recommended; whilst the curious Russian legends 
are also worth perusal. 

Gogol’s style is unique and peculiar ; but his 
descriptions, whether of a forest, a river, or a steppe 
are remarkably fine. A passage from the legend 
A Terrible Revenge will perhaps bear quotation^ Tf 
describes the River Dnieper, which flows p as f + i 1 
author’s native town of Kiev, and runs JL" , 
as follows, although 1 can but imperfectL >mC , wllat 
in English 1 ^ ren <*er it 

“ Wonderful is Dnieper in fi ne 
pours his full waters freely and si , w hen he 
forests and hills. He splashes not° 0t trough 
You look, and do not know whet] ! ' I 1101 ' Sunders, 
moves or not, and it is all like nmb ! ^ great flood 
a blue, mirrored road of immeas° .T glaSS ’ and like 
ing and pouring through the , length flow- 


then, for the burning SUn j ^ 11 world. It is fine, 
job, and pierce with his 1 - °° C down from on 

q Die cold of the 


high, 
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glassy waters; and for the forests on the banks to 
he reflected in the flood. The forests with green 
tresses ! They crowd to the waters together with 
the flowers of the fields, and, bowing down, look into 
them, and cannot look enough or admire enough 
with their bright eyes; and they smile at the river, 
and greet him, shaking their branches; in the midst 
of Dnieper they dare not look; naught, save the 
sun and the blue sky, looks there, and seldom a 
bird flies to the centre of Dnieper. Superb! there 
is no river like unto him on God’s earth. 

“ Wonderful, too, is Dnieper on a warm summer 
night, when all things slumber,—both man and 
beast and bird,—and the great God alone sees earth 
and sky, and majestically shakes his vestments. 
From the vestments arc scattercd stars , stars bum 
and shine over the whole world, and all at once are 
reflected in Dnieper. 

“ Dnieper holds them all in his dark bosom ; not 
one flics from him except to die out in the heavens 



to the roots, the oaks 
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tremble, and the lightning, breaking through the 
clouds, lights up the whole world,—frightful then 
is Dnieper! The watery billows rumble, striking- 
on the hills, and with flash and groan fly back, and 
weep, and melt away in the distance.” 

A writer, whose works have, I believe, not yet 
found a translator, is Korolenko, who is still a com¬ 
paratively young author, His Siberian talcs are 
charming and original, and deserve much wider 
notice than they have hitherto attained. Hi's style 
is simple and unaffected, and appropriate to the 
subjects he selects, whilst it is evident that he 
possesses great powers of observation, and an 
intimate knowledge of the people and scenes he 
describes with such a graphic pen. 

Uue 0 f the most extraordinary spectacles of 

modern times in a so-called civilised country is 
ti n t presented by the censorship of the press in 
Russia. One can understand the difficulties under 
which authors labour, when tie) write in constant 
fear of imprisonment or exile-the punishment some¬ 
times for a few unguarded words or sentences. No 
book is permitted to appear until it has passed 
through the hands of, and been approved hv T 
censor; and many works emerge from his off! } ’ 
sadly-mutilated condition. New S p apers ,^ CC 111 a 

opinion of the censor, have offended ' ' 
incr for the first offence, are fined 


,Jl 


ing for the first offence, are fined the s 
finally may be entirely suppressed. 


hi the 


receive a warm 


-oj.necithe seconds \ 

finally may m entirely suppressed. Q t .• m °> and 

is now, however, this censorship j s l ' 1Ct tllon gh it 
it. used to he forty years ago. V» not ‘ lln § to what 

j him voin-P A 1 


out during the reign of ATe Xancl ^ 01 ‘ ms were ca 

many absurdities are perpetrated Z’’ but evei 

^ t-llo ooncinv’c / 


were carried 


. . i • ' 3V ’ en yet 

ei in the censor’s office. 
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Turgenev was on one occasion placed under 
arrest for a month, by supreme order, and after¬ 
wards sent to the country- and directed to remain 
there under police supervision. His crime was 
that he had applied the epithet great to the poet 
Poushkin. No wonder that this and other persecu¬ 
tions so embittered Turgenev against the Government 
that he was eventually forced to live in exile. 
Thirty years later his mortal remains were brought 
back to be buried with great pomp and ceremony 
in St. Petersburg, where, after being persecuted 
during his life, he was accorded the honour of a 
public funeral —by supreme order. 

At the same time that Turgenev was arrested, 
the editor of a Moscow newspaper was placed under 
police supervision for having issued his journal with 
a mourning border on the occasion of Gogol s death. 
In 1846 the censorship became so strict that the 
censor Uvaroff said to Prince A olkhonski that he 
wished Russian literature would cease to exist. 
Then at least there would be something definite, 
:uu h what was most important, he would be able to 
in peace. 

^ However, the state of affairs that existed during 
the Emperor Nicholas in the first half 
in t<) " h^ent century has already improved, and it 
Qov^ni J H) Pcd Hi at some day a more enlightened 
<lf remove all obstacles from the path 

il 'lvaucc, t} ’ * Uul u U<>w science and enlightenment to 
IU ‘ HH of an already great nation. 
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CHAPTER X 

NIJNI-NOVGOROD AND THE VOLGA 

Travelling in Russia— Strategical Railways—Hotels—Journey to Nijni- 
Novgorod— Description of the MaAet—Tartars—Cauc^ian Wares 

_ Russian Methods of Dealmg-The Town of N.jin^ovgorod- 

„ An „ River Steamer-Burning of a bteamer-Sad Death oi 

^ A r- 01 ,nrvl —Tragedy and Comedy — Navigation on the 


' Ll b- 1 

a Russian General- 

Volga— Scenerj \'i^ za ^ch a racteristics of the Russian People 
A Solitary ' H or dc—Rafts—Samara—Bandits on the 

-T^Vi.oSuSntov.M -S, CT „,.r « the Steal— 
O f 7_ A Gloomv Hotel - Museum-T zaritzin -Steppes-A 
Saratoff A, _ Astrakhan—Fisheries—Fruit-Locusts— 

Howling V ; Bre aking up of the Ice on the Volga. 

Armenians ana rci-i o 
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ii.ur.ivAV travelling in R assia is »>™ comfortable 
tlian in England, although the trains are slow, and 
,t„p frequently when there happen to be 'stations. 
At most stations there are refreshment - rooms 

where the travellers indulge ill vodka and takuski-1 
,|,c former an excellent liqueur-file latter con 
sisting of various snacks of fish, eheese, caviare 
or other articles, according to taste. The r,;i ’ 

arc all built under Government supervision 7.7'* 

glance at the map will show that miH t , n . ’ 'V * 
lions have largely influenced their const™ '’’’‘"‘'“"i 
that the lines arc nearly a ll i aill N . lctlon ' “ d 
strategical requirements. 1 ), , l ' * ™ w 

railways near the western frontier ‘l A r'ff t 
gauge to the German lines, 

° iGo ^ ll P°soly so constructed 




TROPICS AND SNOWS 




in order that trains from the latter country should 
not be able to run into Russia in case of war between 
the two Powers. But I was informed that the 
Russian rolling-stock was provided with a duplicate 
set of wheels fitted for running on German lines. 

Travelling, whether in winter or summer, is not 
very interesting, for the country is flat and of a 
monotonous character. From the windows of the 
train one sees a bare expanse of steppe, or stretches 
of cultivation alternated by forest and morass, and 
in winter all is covered with snow. It is better to 
travel as far as possible by steamer, for the accommo¬ 
dation on the river vessels is excellent, and interest¬ 
ing fellow-passengers will probably be met with, 
although the scenery generally does not offer much 


attraction. 

The hotels are not usually replete with every 
comfort, the domestic and sanitary arrangements 
generally leaving much to be desired ; but, of course, 
iu the great cities they are as good as in most 
Continental towns. It is in the provincial towns 
"'at they are most undesirable places of residence, 
there seems to be always a paucity of soap 
^atev, whilst a bath is an unheard-of luxury. 
n\ ;u ,y month of August, after having remained 
"''ited ^‘"ths in Moscow and its suburbs, I deter- 
u '- a journey to Nijni-Novgorod, to 


Hours’ 

•vp- . J-UVllOV t 

Aijm-N- * ‘ r 


Join i„. v j’ u then in full progress. A twelve 
Moscow brings the traveller to 


rainy,ly.,. 1 1 ti. i ° •, . 

■ u 'on ' t oe large and well-constructed 
and dirt 0 f „ a , , . ., , 

ituated. ' . . . to the squalor 

1 the town where it is 
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At first sight die place is not at all inviting. 
The Russians are not noted for cleanliness, and, of 
all towns in Russia, Nijni-Novgorod during the fair 
is probably the worst in this respect. I arrived 
there in the middle of August, when the business of 
the fair was at its height, and made the mistake of 
Staying at a hotel in the market, and consequently 
in the midst of the dirt and clamour, instead of in 
tlie town, which is comparatively clean. It is situ¬ 
ated on high ground overlooking the river and 
market, amf appeared to me so pleasant in the upper 
part where a fresh breeze blew across the heights, 
that’ 1 regretted being unable to make a longer 

stay there. 

The market is, of course, the first attraction to 
the traveller. Looking from my window in the 
upper‘storey -of the hotel, I saw around me an 
expanse of dirty leaden roofs, and beyond and above 
a rdoomy leaden sky. A strong wind was blowing 
and howling mournfully round the corners of tlie 
streets, which were deep in slush, for heavy rain had 
fallen all night. The prospect was not pleasing, and 
passing funeral processions added to the depressing 
character of the scene. \\ retched vehicles, driven 
by the dirtiest imaginable drivers, splashed past 
the mud. Groups of Tartars selling Astrakhan la- 
skins stood about in the street below 1 
and sellers of many nations crowded in V >UyerS 
byways. 1 1U the na rrow 

Issuing forth from the hotel I m 
the principal building 0 f t p e , ' 0 way to 

strains of a military band made tl • wllcre the 
This building, a Large red-bricl- , ' llgS more live1 ^ 

f ^ l )avi bon, on the top 


past in 
lamb- 
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of which several flags were flying, was occupied by 
shops from Moscow and other large towns. Here 
there was little novel to be seen, the surroundings 
beins' much the same as in the covered arcades of 

O 

Moscow. 

There were several Caucasian, stalls, where silver¬ 
ware, daggers of curious workmanship, and other 
articles from the Caucasus, were offered for sale by 
the natives of that region, attired in the picturesque 
dress of their tribe. Besides this large pavilion there 
were two other smaller ones built of wood, whilst 
the remainder of the market consisted of wretched 
wooden shops and warehouses, where articles from 
all parts of the world were exposed for sale. A 
great business is done here in furs from Siberia, and 
I saw also some fine tiger and leopard skins from 
Bokhara and other parts of Central Asia. 

Of industries peculiar to the country there did 
not seem to be anything particularly attractive if | 
except the beautiful lacquer-work made in Moscow 
Tim is very expensive, if one purchases tile' fcj 

cpiality, but a cheaper imitation can he obtained at a 
reasonable pnoe. I„ Bakiog * 

"i- indeed anywhere p • ases at fait, 

O'- prevailing custom^ k( ‘ 0,) in 

Russian i s Asiatic 1 1 1 / * COUntr 7- The 

asks three or fo ln . +• mct l0c ^ °f dealing, for he 
considers that all j"'? VaIue for an article, and 
respect k act a ch a L.f r . m . trade * Hr »nesty in this 
It is the same i„ a jj , " Russian nation. 

If y*’" ■ "***» with the people, 

for the price, for t ] le \ le hotel, you must haggle 
roubles where he wip . ,Ul dl°rd is sure to ask ten 


t;| Te three. If 


you engage a 
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droschhj or other vehicle, you must begin by offer¬ 
er, the lowest possible fare of ten kopecks. 

° Duplicity is a characteristic of the people indi¬ 
vidually in their private dealings, as it is that of the 
Government in their diplomatic undertakings. In all 
thi n os their object is to attain their end, regardless 
of the means by which success is ensured. In this 
the Orientalism of the Slavonic race is manifested. 

Merchants come to Nijni-Novgorod from all parts 
of Russia to purchase their winter stock of furs; 
l,ut Niini Fair is not now wliat it used to he. The 
•1 -a which have now reached nearly every part 
“ the c’ountry. facilitate transport and divert the 

f a ‘ C X necessity it was when the great waterways 
7‘he Volro and the Oka formed the principal lines 
1 °w..Gnn in Eastern Russia, and attracted 

° Cc ° mV ?Z tZ of Central Asia. 

y (treat deal of the trade of Russia, and especially 

tl,e manufacturing industry, is in German and other 

foreign hands; and it is noticeable that most of the 
large shops in Moscow and . t. 1 etersburg are not 
Russian, but English, *rencli or German. Perhaps 
this is partly aserihable to the fact that Russia has 
for generations been entirely dependent on imported 
goods for nil luxuries, and is only now beginnino ! 
learn how to produce such manufactures on her own 

account. 

Tire shops in the market of Niini w 
are used only during the groat fair ft ' ° Tg0r ° d 
when the ice on the Volga breaks 1 l Ti"X 
this low-lying part of the town is b’,, d e"l r, 
the whole m. » ^tainly disappointing, 



and I found the town much pleasanter, and almost 
as interesting. The town also offers material advan¬ 
tages over the market. In a hotel in the latter 
part I paid a large price for a bad dinner, whilst I 
obtained a much better one in the town at half the 
cost. There is an excellent custom in these hotels 
of having a tank in the dining-room, in which the 
guest can choose his own fish, and see it caught and 
carried off to the kitchen. Having seen enough of 
the fair, I hired a vehicle and drove over the wooden 
bridge that crosses an arm of the river. On the 
other side we passed through the town and ascended 
by a zig-zag road to the summit of the hill, which 
presented a pleasant contrast to the fair by reason 
of its cleanliness and quiet. Most of the shops were 
closed, the owners having removed their stock and 
set up business in the market. The highest portion 
is occupied by a large kremlin, whose turretcd walls 


contain barracks, a cadet college, and other build¬ 
ings. On the edge of the hill are some pleasant 
gardens and avenues of trees, whence a fine view 
( ‘ a n be obtained over the river with its shipping, 
V* "'arkot beyond, and, farther yet, the forests and 
st retching away into the distance as far as the 
y " reach. 

for ,\ M third day of my stay I took passage 
tl u . ' ' an > and embarked on one of the steamers 


arc ‘tv.iny , A( .y u * «ntl Mercury Company. There 
"” urri< »li 0u , companies possessing large and 

A m< L-ican vV V( .,. ^uilt after the fashio n of the 

l 11 '- frort. 




( > the fi-OKli , , UV "'. r ' s ’ w 'th excellent cabins and 

unat bug t C) ^ ail( j f rom -which are 

'"i'ered. One company was 
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very unfortunate in 1803, a number of lives having 
been lost in the burning of one of its best steamers. 
Some cotton forming the cargo of the ship, and care¬ 
lessly loaded, caught fire, and the captain steered his 
vessel for a sandbank, and ran aground; but many 
persons, losing their presence of mind, jumped over¬ 
board, and were drowned or killed by the paddle- 
wheels, whilst others perished in the flames. A few 
who waited until the ship struck were saved. Among 
the victims was a well-known Russian general, a hero 
of the Russo-Turkish War, whose death was very sad. 
He sprang overboard and swam safely to shore, only 
to drop dead on reaching dry land, for the excite¬ 
ment was too much for him, and caused the rupture 

of a blood-vessel in the heart. 

The tragedy was not unnnxed with comedy. A 
, w ^,3 after the burning of the steamer, a friend 
of mine met a merchant wandering disconsolately on 
the bank near the scene of the catastrophe. He was 
searching for Ids wife’s body, but not for the sake 
of finding the beloved remains; she had left him 
and had gone off with another man by this steamer 
the worst of it being, said the merchant, that she 
had taken the keys and two thousand roubles, which 
he now had some hope of recovering 


JiU» -- i 

Such or lesser catastrophes of a similar 

not uncommon on the Volga, partly 


kind 


arc 


. , y , ’ b ar tiy owino- to cave 

lessness M loading, and partly t , . » 10 care ' 

nature of the cargo-ge„ etal f v , '‘ c 

My ship, the Tzariwch NilLT , " aa P htlla ' 

the quay at about three oUx- 1 - fr0 “ 

We obtained a splendid via the aftei ' noon - 


We oijumifu ct Bpienaid view * — 

market town as we went do™, ?! . P ictures< l ue 

'o the river. At this 
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time of the year the navigation of the Volga is 
very difficult owing to the paucity of water, and 
consequent frequent shoals and sandbanks, which 
oblige the steamer to take a very zig-zag course. 
Posts to indicate the course are placed at intervals 
along the banks, and at night the track is marked 
by buoys with different-coloured lanterns. During 
the greater part of the voyage a man stands in the 
fore-part of the vessel with a long pole, with which 
he takes frequent soundings. 

The scenery of the Volga, although picturesque, 
is exceedingly monotonous. The right bank is gener¬ 
ally high, hilly, and well-wooded, and to the left is 
a flat plain, sometimes covered with forest. As far 
as Kazan the stream flows in an easterly direction, 
and many villages are passed, one of which, Habotka, 
is well known for supplying nearly all the sailors and 
pilots on the Volga. Part of the river is very beauti¬ 


ful, where the Djiguli hills rise like an ancient «rm, 



ing thing appears in 
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the waste, not a bird, not even a solitary sea-gull, 
although numbers were following in the wake of 
the steamer when we left Nijni-Novgorod. On the 
second day of our voyage a very strong wind blew, 
and the water was quite rough. Dark, heavy rain- 
clouds hung over the river, and swept along the 
tops of the gloomy forests. The weather cleared 
about mid-day when we approached Kazan, after 
passing a range of bare hills on the right bank, 
and saw the shining domes and white houses in 
the distance. 

The town, being situated at a distance of seven 
versts (four miles) from the river, is not visible from 
the harbour. Kazan is a town of Tartars, and many 
of these were awaiting the arrival of our steamer, 
with shoes, soap, and other articles for sale. Soap 
is the principal product ol the place, which supplies 
the whole country with that commodity, although it 
is an article not much used in Russia. The Tartar 
inhabitants of Kazan, I am told, are far superior 
to the Russians, being sober, and honest in their 
dealings. 

There still remain considerable colonies of T 
all over Russia, remnants of the nomadic 1 i 
dominated the country for more than t ^ ^ 
In turning over the page of history , "° ° eUturies - 
be struck by the wonderful faculty ’ f , Cai]not but 
for enduring the heavy hand of d e J ? 1 le Asians 
sion. From the alien rule of tin T° ^ auc * °Pl )res - 
devclopment had been arrested * artars » after tlieir 
Russian people emerged, w her ( * 0r Juries, the 
nations would have sunk for , P^'baps less gifted 
ceased to exist. ^ u bito obscurity or 
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In spite of the scarcely less oppressive govern¬ 
ment of their own rulers they have grown and 
flourished, and established their empire as the 
second among the kingdoms of the earth. Their 
progress is doubtless due to their extraordinary 
faculty of being able to endure all things without 
murmur, and to a certain Oriental fatalism inherent 
in the Russian character. For the Russians can 
scarcely be described as an energetic or enterpris¬ 
ing people, although they are able to plod stubbornly 
on towards the goal they have in view. 

Kazan is a town of some historic interest, having 
been the principal city of the Tartars of the Golden 
Horde until it was taken by Tzar Ivan the Terrible, 
in the sixteenth century, after a bloody siege. It 
contains some Mahomedan mosques and some good 
buildings, including an ancient monastery and a 
kremlin with a tower, but it is not much more 
interesting than other Russian provincial town* 


I 

i 



country can be 
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obtained. Samara is dreadfully dusty. A strong 
nortli wind frequently prevails there, and, as the 

1 I _ . I - v / I iin 4 * i \ r\ >*\ A.i.u 4- , k 4- I « . i 1 
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town is bleak and bare, and exposed to the northern 
blast, it must be a very uncomfortable place of 
residence. 

former times the scene of some terrible 
most of the towns on the Volga. In 


It was in 

events, as were ----- . 

1617 it was taken by the bandit Razin, who drowned 
all the principal gentlemen and officials in the river. 
The larger town of Saratoff suffered the same fate. 

Below this place the river near Seizran is spanned 
by the great Alexandrovski Bridge, which was built 
in 1880. This immense iron structure stands on 
twelve stone columns; on the right bank it rests 
upon a rock, and on the left upon a buttress. In 
point of size the bridge is the seventh largest in 
the world It was constructed at a cost of seven 
million roubles. A strong bead-wind was blowing 
when we steamed away from Samara, after a stop, 
gage there of four hours Some little way l owcl 
down the river we passed a steamer stuck on th, 

, , Wl to list ^ . . . lll( 


shoals. She Signalled to us for assistance bn 
owing to the shallowness of the water we’ , 
unable to approach near enough to rci I 


help. 


Before reaching Saratoff the <h 
country changes, vegetation becomw!^ 61 ’ ° f tl 
the left bank is one vast stepp e °^? ai ’ Sei ': wllil 
Saratoff at about ten o’clock j, tl ' ° arrived ! 
the fourth day after leavinn- ^ . x !° m °Diing c 


town is situated at the end of ~^° v S or °d 
and lies in a hollow and on tl ^ arm the riv 
rounding hills. It is a hirov. 10 ' s ^ 0 P es °f the s 

U § e town, and has incr^ 
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in importance since the railway was extended to it, 
but only a small part is well-built and prosperous- 
looking, the remainder being a collection of more 
or less squalid habitations. In the middle of the 
town is a fine square with the theatre and museum, 
■iii(l close by is a large market-place, something like 
the bazaar of an Eastern town, where large quanti¬ 
ties of fruit and fish are exposed for sale. There 
is also a very pleasant boulevard, where people walk 
in the evening, apparently a much more respectable 
resort than the boulevards of Moscow. 

Being favourably impressed by SaratofF, I resolved 
to stay there a couple of days, in order to become 
acquainted with a typical Russian provincial town ; 
so took up my quarters in the most central position 
that could be found. In the evening I dined at one 
of the hotels, a veritable dead-house, which is worth 
describing, us it is a type of many hotels in Russian 
provincial towns. You enter a diinly-lighted l.Vu 
scantily furnished with chairs and tables V ’ 
waiters flit from room to room, haviim m " ' 

twn, tor no guests come here Nn ° Upa ' 

house of the dead, for such it ° n ? Vlsits this 

door stands the melancholy hucll^l ^ At the 
*** ^ *«* fa (ll !. i, ? looking 

r lhe walls are mildewed- Tl * W, ° " CVer come 

"'"V ; ■■■■'' ». ^4 - thick upon 

speakably sad. The All is an . 

starved. But Why , "' s '«* gloomy and half- 
llnig open wide t] lc waiters ? Two 

liat and stick, a„otl lei . *»•», one takes your 
shows you your ,•],»*. ^ overcoat, yet another 
mem,. All speak i„ half, 1 . 1Umber si * brings the 

uspcis; ail move care- 


whist,}). 
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fully and silently, as though fearing to disturb the 
dust on the floor. Even the very thin grey cat 
appears to smile mournfully as it rubs itself against 
your chair, and ravenously devours the proffered 
bread. This sadness infects the visitor; and you 
seem to throw off a burden on leaving the gloomy 
building, and once more emerging into the fresh air. 
All hotels, however, are not like this; and next 
evening I dined at a comparatively prosperous and 


lively one. 

There is in Saratoff a museum of which the 
inhabitants arc very proud, but on entering it I was 
much disappointed, seeing that its principal contents 
consisted of a wretched collection of pictures and 
cl-ctches portraits of nobodies, and bad landscapes. 
There were some interesting relics of Turgenev, 

• indino- several of his manuscripts, and some 
portraits and casts of his head and hand. There 
was also a number of Chinese and Japanese 
curiosities ; old Russian pottery coins, books, stones, 
and crystals from Siberia and the Urals; models of 
steamers, including one of the Imperial yachts, a 
man of straw m armour, and sundry r ags and ru p bis j 
The solitary suit of armour was chiefly noticeable 
from the fact that the man of straw who „ mi 
it had on an old pair of kid gloves, which 21 

rather incongruous. Ulch Voiced 

Formerly the province of Saratoff „ .. 

the most distant and isolated of *• ° nsidered 

now opened up by the development" of ’ iS 

trade and by railways, from Saint ff i * X ° lg& 
the river becomes more toonotonoim \ dowmvards 
ing than ever. Rocky hill 8 ,L . umnt erest- 

° I2 /ternatmg with bare 
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steppes are the principal characteristics of the banks, 
and Tzaritzin is the only place of interest until we 
come to Astrakhan. The town of Tzaritzin stands 
on the high bank of the Volga, and is cut in two by 
a deep ravine containing the River Tzaritza, named, 
so tradition says, after the wife of a Tartar khan. 
I he town carries on a considerable trade in grain, 
flax, and iron, and all the business of the place is 
concentrated at the harbour below. The neighbour¬ 
hood of the town is a sandy steppe, as indeed is all 
the country along the Volga from here to Astrakhan. 
In 1772 Peter the Great visited this place and 
inspected the fortress, when he presented the town 
with his cap and stick, which are preserved in the 
town-hall to this day. 

From Tzaritzin to Astrakhan is a bare monoton- 
ous steppe, where the eye in vain seeks relief. These 
are the celebrated salt steppes, which have served as 
a broad way for invasion to several wild tribes, who 
destroyed whole populations. It is all a howling 
wilderness, a flat desert, appearing as if it could 
j u pport no living creature. The wretched Kalmuk 
" Uf! U1 ‘d ghostly trees do not enliven the mournful 
'iw' 0 ’ - in ^ ^ere are dark, fearful patches to be seen, 
aii,i i' nucs where whole flocks and herds may sink 

uJr fw •»«. 


the 


v U 


■ m)\vh *7 1 8cen ery it is pleasant indeed to sight 
e ^ tra khan, situated on the left bank of 
*j Vei Vl ')'sis from the place where the 

1 (,HV " no. , • | ' s pian Sea. '('he inhabitants of 
Tli,. occupied on the fisheries of 

a ' ,d *"*«• It celebrated for furs, melons, 

u foundation of its fame to 
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Peter the Great, wlio inaugurated the port 
person in 1772. It is hot and unhealthy in summer, 
and not too clean. In fact, in this respect and by 
reason of its varied population, it is quite an 
Asiatic town. In the spring all is green and fresh, 
but the summer sun, bringing with it immense 
Hights of locusts, soons turns 1 lie surrounding steppe 
into an arid waste. 

The population consists of a collection of many 
Eastern nations. Armenians appear to predominate, 
and most of the trade is in their hands. The 
Persians, distinguishable by their high caps and 
Eastern costumes, have their own mosque. 

The breaking up of the ice on the mighty Volga 
presents, I am told, a wonderful sight. The signs of 
it) appearing with the spring thaws, quickly develop 
themselves. The snow near the banks melts, leav¬ 
ing blue spaces on the ice, especially where the river 
Hows through meadowland; the water flows on to 
the surface; lines and streaks, with here and there 
deep fissures, appear m the ice. In places, especially 
over the shallows, the ice rises in hillocks \nd l 
last a characteristic crash warns the V 0 l< J r ' , 

dweller on the river is called, that the eat-., / ^ tlC 
near, and that Mother Volga will <1* ^^ '* 
There are few, even among the Vol gars | * >e free - 
to venture across the ice at this time '’ ] eUou 8 l1 

seemingly endless, river is q^ fce ’ *7 the lo ng, 
motionless. Then the warm sprino- 1 . ’ hut still 

of the March sun, and the rain do tlle 1’ays 

the icc near the 


banks moves d - thch ' Work - 


me kh; jiucix uuu —on! with 

and is heaped up into iceberg * . ClUskin g 


stopping on the sandy cap*^ 1 ^ 1 < 


nig 

o 


s noise, 
and 

°ws: at last 
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tlie icc in the centre starts and presses down stream, 
forcing out that near the banks and throwing it far 
inland. The whole river is now a mass of broken 
ice, moving slowly with the current. It presents a 
scene of wrack and ruin : barques, wooden buildings, 
and fallen trees are mingled in the glacial chaos. 
Dull crashes are heard in the far distance. Colossal 
icebergs are borne along with the swiftness of 
steamers, and the liberated waters roll in turbid 
waves, washing the banks and carrying away trees in 
the current. Much of the wreck is cast ashore, and 
the rest finds its way to the Caspian Sea. 
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CHAPTER XI 

SUPERSTITION AND CIVILISATION IN RUSSIA 

„ Ppnsant 5 —Bacon, on Superstition—The Iberian 

SUPe Madonna-Thc Russian Clergy-Popular Rumours—Strange 
S I Hc"-A Wicked Witch-Story of the Three Chanticleers- 
Ti, , Russian Peasant—Drunkenness Strange Marriage Custom 
IliL L ... ■ nmon^ the Russians—Siberia—Sakhalin— 

—AVant o ' Sett l c ment— Barbarous Act of SujKirstitious 

Horrors o p; ots at Saratoff—Corrupt Administration— 

Peasantry—Chokia t ^ of officials. 

Stoppage of the J- zai & 

. DI , rr „,„ who resides for any time in Russia 
A F0> \'k being struck by the backward state of 

*"« irv lasses ' and tlic gross 

superstitions entertained b\ iem. 

The oovernment of hussiu is characterised not 
only by political oppression but by religious intoler¬ 
ance, all outside the orthodox Greek Church being 
apparently regarded as beyond the pale 0 f ordinary 
humanity. Such a state of aftairs Would probably 
not be tolerated by a less docile or lethargic race 
It is not surprising, laying regard to the factors 
that combine to arrest the progress of the natin. 
the form of government ,n Russia, the past history 
of the country, and the unlimited influent r '' 
superstitious religion m the hands of ... ° * 

lous clergy — that enlightenment, i n the Un8Crupu : 
sense of the term, does not exist b, narr0W6 ^ 

L (rreiit empire; nor is it to ‘ “ ™*7 
U1 ° i 81 10 be wondered at that 

^ y\ 
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in some remote regions the people are but little 
removed from barbarism. It is strange, however, 
to find such ignorance and superstition in the centre 
of European Russia, not far from Moscow; hut the 
superstition of the Russian peasant is almost in¬ 
credible, as may be seen from some popular rumours 
that are in circulation amongst the peasantry, and 
from some stories which are rife in the land. 

Let us see what that wise man, Francis of Veru- 
lam, says of superstition: “ The causes of superstition 
arc: pleasing and sensual rites and ceremonies, excess 
ot outward and pharisaieal holiness, over-great rever¬ 
ence of traditions which cannot but load the Church, 
the stratagems of prelates for their own ambition 
and lucre. . . 




Such, in fact, are among -mu 
stition in Russia. Nowhere are sensual rites and 
ceremonies more prevalent, or outward and ph ar j 
sah-al holiness carried to such a degree as in t\,,l 

country, where graven images are woishipped in n 

streets. One of the most t ^ Ihc 

the Russian Church is that ‘ 01< customs in 

image of tl, lWia,, Mado „ na , " g ^ ^ * 

to tl,o houses of sick a J TV" » „u,l f„ ul . 

<•*** . ti.is ,v,.„ 

Kremlin „f Mos 1TOV , ' , ™ C of gates of the 

T "'” u i.o,;,.;,' c jf ia * e “Waititog it, 
themsT tllrOU «'' 0* streets, 
tlicn»l,esba,ehea,l cl |o m »"y prostrate 

' ]lcn the K ! the P^ement. 
procession of priests", ° m 1 witnessed a 
they marched m and banners; 

a concourse of poo , place, accompanied by 

'ilst the bells clanged in 
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the belfry, where I stood. The entertainment was 
certainly impressive, though somewhat barbaric. 

The Russian lower classes arc in reality almost 
idolaters. They know little, if anything, of their 
religion beyond its outward forms, regarding it, not 
from a spiritual point of view, but as an outward 
ceremony of mysterious import, whilst they have a 
,hildish faith in the efficacy of their images to per- 
tan miracles on their behalf. This faith is fostered 


H,„ .Wy, more especially by the monks, and 
elercy of high order, and by the Holy Synod, who 


g} , fnrp° miracles for convenience and profit 
rtr ambition and lucre. Such miracles, 
performed by wonder-working >con3, are imphc.tly 
1 , i i,v the lower orders. 

believed 1 ) arc , as a rule, simple fellows— 

r| ' ie V ‘cis knowing but little more than the 
in mal ’ y tpejnselves, living their quiet lives among 
peasants ^ they devote themselves in sick- 

the people, r* 

»° W religion in 

respect, and keep »s outlaid forms,. but regard it 
much as thinking P eo P c religion in other 

countries; the fact being that whilst the lower 
classes have remained stationary f or centuries in 
their primitive condition of ignorance and super¬ 
stition, the highei oideis have advanced with tl 
times, and have become imbued with Western Euro¬ 


pean culture and modes ol thought 

Whilst in search of some inform^ 

Russian folk-lore in 1803,1 chanced 2 

lar rumours that were rife i ri tV 

year, all implicitly believed i n T C ° UUtry 111 that 
^ 111 by the peasantry. 
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Why was there a famine in Russia in 1891-92? 
How are we to explain the appearance of cholera 
in the summer of 1893, and what measures ai’e 
useful to exclude such an unwelcome and uninvited 
guest ? How are we in future to secure ourselves 
against cholera and famine ? What of rumours of 
war ? 


These and other questions, interesting to Russian 
educated society, are not unknown to the common 
people, who sometimes decide them in a very origi¬ 
nal manner. In different parts of Russia different 
stories circulate among the people, offering solu¬ 
tions to the foregoing questions. In these stories 
the naively mysterious and miraculous elements 
predominate. In them are sometimes related the 
sudden and unexpected appearance of inhabitants of 
the heavenly regions ; sometimes the apparition of 
various coloured chanticleers; the transformation 
of a new-born child into a speaking firebrand 1 

or the cunning wiles of some witch or wicked 
person. 


Notwithstanding all the absurdity of such ta 
the people implicitly believe in the,,, ,„,f 
them as real facts <dvino- ti . cUK ' re P 

even naming the locdir miUUtest details, i 

T riJ are' tZ ** ** ** 

generally circulate in ti, / ^ masscs - T1 

people into such , ' v " Cotthle, and bring i 

to believe al rawt ;„“;'^ 0 't that they are rea 
prevalent in 1892, and t u g ‘ Some sucfa tales w 
were said to have take le ® vei ) te narrated in th 
of the Tula govemtnenf U r , 1U ^ le ^ern tlisti 
are entirely contradict. ' ' rj1]lc tnles » it is tr 

Sometimes they r 
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one thing, and sometimes another, with reference to 
the same subject, especially as regards the dark 
region of futurity. Not in vain saith the proverb : 

“ Popular rumour is as the waves of the sea.” If 
the wind blows one way, the waves roll with it; if 
the wind changes its direction, so also do the waves 
upon the deep; from its very nature there is no 
stability in the ocean swell. So also there is no con¬ 
sistency in popular rumours. Under the influence 
of numerous, various, and sometimes quite insignifi¬ 
cant causes, the popular frame of mind changes, and 
with it also the popular rumours. It may happen 
that an evidently false report-started, God only 
knows by whom and why-calls forth alarming fears 
or joyous anticipations, and gives rise to correspond¬ 
ing rumours and stories. 

°AVhy in 1891-92 was tf.ere a great drought, 
causin, the loss of both the summer and winter 
crons The culprit, said the people, was a witch. 
She rode at night on a broom over the villages, and 
plucked feathers from the tails and wings of the 
cocks—five feathers from each bird. This is the 
reason why, in the summer of those two year, 
the cries of the frightened birds in the ym J ’ 
frequently heard Only the cocks roosti ^tTo 
harrow escaped the witch, because t i,„ 
made in th. form of a cross, and evil t ■ W *» 
The witch tied the pl, K k T'tr CaDnot 


ch it. 


‘Out leathers 


. approac 

into bundles, and, Hying on hei^hr 
Russia, swept away the rain-el 0lu j ■ ° V<?T Mother 

the necessary rain from falp- ' S ’ aiK 80 prevented 
face of the earth. 


pr< 

on the parched sur- 


Feeling the approach 0 f j ( .„ 


l th, she at length 
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tlidught to repent her sins. She repaired to a priest 
at the confessional; but when she repeated her great 
and deadly sins the church shook, and the priest 
said he was unable to absolve her, as she was not 
worthy of the Holy Sacrament. So the witch died, 
and the peasants dragged her body with iron hooks 
into a grave, burying it without prayers. Then rain 
fell, but it came too late. Now there was no reason 
to fear famine, said the peasants, for the witch was 
dead. 

The following reported occurrence led the people 
to expect an exceedingly bloody war and an unusu¬ 
ally abundant harvest. In another district of the 
Tula government, in one of the villages, the church¬ 
warden noticed one night, that when the cocks crew 
in the village the first time, a cock could also be 
lu-ard crowing in the church. The occurrence was 
repeated three times during the night. The watch¬ 
man wondered what cock could have got into the 


church, and his astonishment increased when t.l,« 


xxu ““'■““gut tuc villas 

looked fearfully around • p Coc ^' s crew i the peasant 

10 opened spontan- 
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cou.sly; a white cock came in, flapped his wings, 
crew and disappeared. The cocks in the village 
crew, a second time, and a red cock appeared and 
went through the same performance; whilst on the 
third occasion a black cock came in. 

Then a monk in black vestments came from the 
altar and addressed the peasant. “Do you under¬ 
stand what these cocks foretell ? ” On his replying 
in the negative, the monk said, “The white cock 
signifies that there will be an unusually abundant 
harvest; the red cock denotes dreadful bloodshed ; 
and the black one—death, so that there will be no 

one to consume the corn.” 

The ignorance of the peasants in some parts of 
the country is astounding. They do not even know 
the name of the reigning Tzar; they abjectly fear 
all the local authorities— perhaps not without reason. 
They frequently live ’ n :l state the m ost dreadful 
poverty and want; drink all they earn; and will 
sometimes, during the harvest season, work all day 
for xl glass of vodka and a few kopecks. 

Their condition is probably, i n the m • . 

cases, more miserable than in the days 0 f «.n 
One writer, in referring to the wav . 0m - 


One writer, in retelling to the way in ^ v i .• 1 
children are brought up, says, “Like Ai . ! their 
peasant offers up his children daily ,\ Jlaham > the 
but no angel comes down f r0 n, L. a Sacri fice, 
hand.” Is it a wonder that ho "'.'T t0 sta y llis 
drink? That is Ids only 0 refu 8 e in 

enjoyment in life. H 0 , Ration, his one 
burden of life, and it i s a ^ lUK ' er the very 

to live. U ei hhat he consents 

A strange custom k 

observed in the Yaroslav 
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ovcrnment with regard to the wedding ceremony. 
On the day appointed for the wedding, the bride¬ 
groom, with the full knowledge of everyone, steals 
the bride from her parents’ house, and next day the 
wedded pair return to ask for forgiveness. 

There is perhaps nothing more remarkable in 
history than the rapid rise and progress of the 
Russian Empire in modern times. A thousand years 
ago the country seems to have been in much the 
same state of civilisation as other countries of 
Europe—France, Germany, and England. Then 
came the invasion of the Central Asian hordes, and 
civilisation was at a standstill under the Tartar 
yoke. During this period other countries had been 
advancing ; Germany had reached an erdightened 
stage, but Russia was still surrounded by hostile 
nations—by Poland and Sweden and Turkey on the 
European side, whilst, of course, from the eastern 
boundary nothing could be expected. For these 
reasons, and the difficulty of access to it, the countr • 
had little or no communication with civil;, 
nations until Peter the Great broke ♦ ™ 18ed 

a. Swedes, ove rt la,, v - ( Sd ^ T? * 
empire to the shores of tl r> \ • ' P us ^etl his 

introCucfoeofC^Lfl^ 10 ^ 

the establishment of • . . 16 (0I111 try, and by 

»•«* Pctcr ^ 
Catherine, who made • , * Was continued by 

by extending her „ dl . er window to the west 
Euxine. ,n pire to tlie shores of the 

From that time the 

but this rapid devel 0 p m ? Untry clevclo ped rapidly; 
tonal aspect, is less a ^ ,t ’ exce pt from its terri- 

" lai kal»le when we consider 
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the high state of civilisation which had at that 
time been attained by other nations with which 
Russia had communication. For Russia thus found 
a ready-made civilisation, an advanced science, a 
literature and social culture; and these she adopted 
in their entirety, and did not have to develop from 

4 

nothing. 

The territorial expansion of the empire is due, 

apparently, more to the force of circumstances than 

to any characteristics of energy or enterprise in the 

Russian people; for they seem to be greatly wanting- 

in both these qualities. Their want of energy and 

enterprise, not only individually, but as a nation, 

is exemplified by the fact that in the northern 

regions of the empire there exist whole tracts and 

„filiations almost entirely unknown, to which the 

Government directs no attention whatever, and 

which are not only not advancing on the road to 

civilisation, but are sinking deeper and deeper into 

the gloom of barbarism and idolatry. So far Wk 

as two hundred years ago these regions were better 

known than they are now. Some Russians in sea- 1 

of ivory and furs, before the time of Rehri 

established themselves on the shores of the TL, l 

Sea. The descendants of these R nt< 

become (or, shall we say, remain?) 

degenerated both physically and moral 1 ^ ^ 

dying out under the ravages 0 f disc ' ^ ^ are 

" On the Chukotski peninsula is , i <lS °' 

of 150,000 souls. These peonh population 

happily for themselves, neither T>- W ’ pcrlmp£ 

other power, hut live i n f „ , Ulssian no1 ' any 

Ile edom h\r 0 f 

th 


ring, 
ter’s 
ans have 


fishing, «»1 keep up comm?' 1,y m , cans . 
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American whalers, with whom they trade, receiving 
arms, powder, and other manufactured articles in 
return for furs and oil. Russian influence has not 
(or had not, five years ago) reached this distant 
region ; Russian enterprise has overlooked it. Com¬ 
munication with the peninsula by sea would seem 
to present no insuperable difficulties to people of 
energy and enterprise. The English and the Swedes 
have dealings with some of these northern tracts; 
whereas the Russians have none whatever, and 
only know of the existence of this part of their 
empire through information obtained from foreign 
sources. 

For the foregoing notes regarding the Chukotski 
peninsula I am indebted to a Russian newspaper. 
From a Russian magazine entitled Russian Wealth 
1 obtained some particulars regarding the penal 
settlement of Sakhalin, which may be found 
interesting. The only thing surprising about this 
article is that the press censor permitted its nuhli- 

The settlers, apparently, willffialy leave <S„i 1 ,, 
.•md, if the authorities allowed it L ■ 1 1 ; Jla,ln ’ 
soon be depopulated. So “ ]'l *“ d 

themselves. Certainly the . n ’• 1 le sutlers 

have undergone there in *7° CCtl ° n °* w ^ at they 
to inspire * ** 

<*> ld foggy b m ,| i Vl^l- at affeCtl011 for their 
of what goes on j„ t j . a(llvost ok various stories 
woman “settler,” as t) ‘° ls|f| nd are current. One 
completed their period of '* aFC tcrmcd w ho have 
the customary mode P° na l servitude, described 
Sakhalin. On the and , option in the colony of 

Tal 10 tie islaud of „ party 
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of female convicts, they are given over as house¬ 
keepers to male settlers, and, if any of the new 
arrivals object to this, they are forced into com¬ 
pliance by corporal punishment. 

This change from obligatory work to obligatory 
concubinage was the frequent cause of flight, 
violence, and bloody crime. This story was con¬ 
firmed by an inhabitant of Vladivostok, who added 
that although this distribution of women at the will 
of the gaolers was at first practised, still there was 
hard labour for females, and some of them saved 
themselves by undergoing it. Afterwards, however, 
this distribution to the settlers, in place of work, 
became a regular custom, and only those escaped 

who became sen ants. . 

From this forcible concubinage with, frequently, 
neonle for whom they have an antipathy, not only 
vornen but men, attempt to escape. Why the 
same object «>«U1 not be obtained by voluntary 

marriages, it is !,„)«»,Me; tn _,l.v,no ; for surel y , 

such a system nearl) a ie women would b e 

married within a short time of their arrival, and the 
new-comers would esta,hsh legitimate families 
Every measure to facilitate marriage with +1 
Japanese and aboriginal women would also 1 , . 

the same direction. There would also * 

necessity far facilitating divorce f VOl ' , arise a 
wives remaining in Russia, So that H U8band8 or 

parties may recognise their Uni( , ' outr ^ting 
marriage. Every encouragement s hn»S f Uwful 

to the establishment of fa m il v n >G given 
settlers of Sakhalin, but, of ^ ° amon S l] ie 

entirely opposite results. A n Se > lorec produces 

o a gement as servant 
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m the settlement serves as a form, but the lash 
forms the principal argument of love. 

\\ hilst in Moscow I read in a private letter 
from a lady living at the place, details of an affair 
that occurred near Kharkoff, illustrating the state 
of superstition and barbarism prevailing among the 
peasantry in Southern Russia. A well-educated 
young girl from one of the large towns went to a 
family in this place as governess. Here another 
woman, who had some influence among the common 
people, took a dislike to her, denounced her as a 
witch, and ascribed to her influence any misfor¬ 
tunes that occurred in the district. One night, 
when the poor girl was on her way home, a 
number of peasants set upon her, knocked her 
down, beat her almost to death, and finally cut 
out her tongue. And this occurred in a so-called 
civilised country, and not even in a very remote 
part of it. C 



and wrecked t h tlle surgeons’ instru- 
1 )0 lce "Station. Two men 


o men 
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were killed during this riot. A hundred and fifty 
of the rioters were sent to Siberia for various terms, 
and the ringleader was sentenced to death, but this 
sentence was subsequently commuted to life-banish¬ 
ment to Siberia. Similar disturbances occurred in 
many other towns. It will be observed that riots of 
the same kind have taken place among the ignorant 
natives of India, under similar circumstances. During 
the prevalence of cholexa epidemics the peasants m 
some parts of Russia organise processions to exor¬ 
cise the cholera fiend, much after the fashion 
of the natives of India, who in like circumstances 
march round the bazaars, accompanied by a noise 
of tom-tom and drum, to drive away the demon of 


The Government officials and corrupt administra¬ 
tion of the country are mainly responsible for the 
condition of the peasantry, which has become worse 
instead of improving after the abolition of serfdom 
An instance of the corruption of the administration 
exposed in 1893, was common talk m Moscow at the 
time, although nothing about it was allowed Z 
appear in the newspapers. 1 heard the fol lo wi, 
story from various sources, and do not doubt tl g 
is mainly true. I he train conveying the TV 't ^ 
the south to Moscow in that Ve ir r lrom 

through one of the famine-stricken djsti'T PSSin § 

unexpectedly came to a standstill t Wheu it} 

that about three thousand peasants 1 l ap P eared 

thrown themselves on the lino, and T asseni kled, 
until they had seen the Kxnn G] ' la ' fusod to move 
wished to present a petition. ’ to w ^om they 
One account of the iiichh»nf 

13 ... Was to the effect 
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that a detachment of soldiers under command of an 
officer had arrived on the scene, and that the 
peasants had been fired upon, and some of them 
killed. Thereupon the latter slew the officer, saying 
to the soldiers, “ Now you cannot shoot us, as you 
have no one to give the command.” This part 
of the story, however, requires corroboration, and I 
cannot vouch for the truth- of it. 


The peasants refused to comply with all entreaties 
to clear the line, declaring that they would rather 
be killed by the train. The Emperor then alighted 
and received their petition, which , stated that two 
years before, when there was cattle disease in the 
district, many of their cattle had been killed by 
order of the Government, for this they were to 
receive compensation, but they had waited for it 
in vain. 


The Tzar asked why they had not sent in a 
petition to him; the reply was that they had sent 
two, but received no answer. Thereupon, it is said 
the Tzar distributed a large sum of money ’ promising 

; c<ll08s ; *7 that compensation s l 10 ul! 

the money for dWed ** 

comse;l™t,„ s nC r^ dbeen8eIlt “ 

to the hands „f „J " y , tho had stuck 

l,e paid. " 0fhc,ols through whom it was to 

Buch is Russian . i • 

similar state of atlhiis " lnin ' S ^ U ^ on ' doubt a 

and the corruption over the country ; 

difficulty of obtainin'. ° ^ le ‘-^ministration, the 
peasants hole! aQ d the feat jn whicji 

)oiie who has official status, 
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prevent the establishment of a better order of 
things. 

There must surely be a limit to the patience 
even of the long-suffering Russian peasant, and it is 
probable that a day will come when lie will under¬ 
stand something more than “ God and the police¬ 
man/’ and strike for freedom. 
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Origin of the Cossacks—1812—Degeneration and Dragooning—Char¬ 
acteristics of the Cossacks—Inspection by Tzar Nicholas—Russian 
Press and the Cossacks—Method of raising a Regiment— The 
Hetman DenisofT — Organisation, Equipment, and Training — 
Cossack Boyhood—The Cossack Lava —The Venter —Action at 
Corel icliy—The Golden Epoch of Cossack History— Frays and 
Forays — Cossacks in Fiction —Action with the Tartars in 1774 
—Crossing Rivers—Attack on a Polish Position— The Lava in 
action against the Turks—Operations against the French. 


a regiment ox v^ossacKs 


Whilst in Moscow I saw w _ 

march through the town. They did not look very 
smart, and appeared to be badly equipped anil 
mounted; but their small horses are said to 1 
" illL 

I he Cossacks have always been from +) • ' 

military communities, first estalJM l i*" ° ngln - 
.Muscovite Tzars „„ the „„ JCt "' Ce, > thc 

khan! ami P 0 Ij sh ti ^ »»<I «,c Tartar 

hostile i« Russia also Tl * ° ther ’ but times 
borders, their prlncinol + > ^ establis ted on the 
Don and Dnieper. 4 erritori es lying on the rivers 
During my s j, . , t 

the Cossacks f| ()lu ^ made sonic study of 
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information regarding these famous partisans and 
their tactics in war may be interesting to military 
readers. 

T hc traveller in Russia who possesses an inquir- 
in<>- mind will doubtless hear much of the degenera¬ 
tion of the Cossacks, should lie seek for information 
among those who arc acquainted with the subject. 
Indeed the Russians make no secret of the fact, but 
aver with truth that the Cossacks are not what they 
were a hundred years ago, or at the commencement 
of the present century, when all Europe rang with 
their fame after the great part they played during 
the retreat of the Grand Army m 1312 The causes 
f tlli , degeneration, " Inch perhaps only temporary 

Lreliable, am not^ far to seek . Races of tv !; , 
upe people, all the world over, who have enjoyed a 
1 v- 1 of peace and have turned their swords 
°tn nlonvhshares, must lose some portion of that 

military instinct ™ ‘ f* <* their 

nature. So with the Cossacks. 

' mured to war in days gone by, for over contend¬ 
ing with the hordes of the Tartar khans, sometimes 
lefending their hearths and homes against their 
Eastern foes, at other tunes carrying the war into Z 

many's country continually engaged fo f rays f 

md raids, they became so for a warlike raoc’tW 
nuch of their lives as was not passed in I t 
•ampaigns was spent in military exorcises T 

ived to fight. From the Central Asian 1 i lGy 

earnt those tactics which were * n i rdes tlle > r 

cloyed with such effect in karassi, Jf? ° C1Ueutl y em " 

josed of the flower of European f my Com ‘ 

rreatest soldier thc world has evm Uy ’ led by tllC 
^ • ^ver soon 


miSTffy. 



TROPICS AND SNOWS 


But now all this is changed. The Cossack no 
longer goes forth to foray as in days of old. He 
lives a peaceable life on the land he cultivates for 
the support of his family, and when called out for 
military exercises he no longer employs his ancient 
tactics, but is taught in the same manner as the 
regular troops, so that he has to some extent lost 
those special qualities which formerly distinguished 
him. 

Perhaps it is in fact this “ dragooning” of the 
Cossack that has spoilt him, even more than a long 
period of peace. An excellent irregular soldier has 
been transformed into an indifferent regular. The 
Cossacks on their small horses cannot expect to 
contend in close order and regular formation against 
European cavalry. 

It is now some twenty years since the Cossacks 
were included in the organisation of the cavalry 
divisions of the regular forces, and since the General 
regulations were made applicable to them People 

? tlmo , bc « a " to “7 tlic Cossacks were 
clymg out; that there were no true Cossacks left 
011,1 that !t would he best to turn them hm, I " ’ 
The campaign of i - 7 / i:, . to dragoons. 

. 

have an opportunirv /f r Cossacks m particular 
that war with the t'.p ^ IU ^ U | s ^ n S themselves in 
dos< formation 8 ' , , ^ hke regulars in 
produced hut slbrh/i . Jlttle steppe ponies 
made by a eharg© 0 f i^ re8810n compared with that 
used more for minor pi| . G lA ^ O&valry, and they were 
to convoys. l l ,0 ses as orderlies and escorts 

In days when ],c nr , 

’ 1 y 'lid not rob and pillage 
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was doubtless a robber, but in more modern times, 
although something of a freebooter, lie was no 
worse than his contemporaries. From being a free¬ 
booter lie lias become an agriculturist, and only the 
som'S and tales of his latherland remind him that lie 
belongs to a race of warriors by profession. Never¬ 
theless, is it not possible that his qualities remain, 
thoimh latent, that his warlike spirit smoulders, but 
only°awaits an opportunity to burst into flame? 
Probably, a long campaign would again bring the 
Cossack to the front, and his deeds would perhaps 
vie with those of his forefathers in 1812 . 

Their so-called degeneration has doubtless been 
due in great measure to a proper want of apprecia- 
. of ° tlic i r qualities by the military authorities. 
Beady in 1836 they were in a state of decadence, 
'ithouoh there must have been many among them 
; vh0 had taken part in great events a quarter of a 

century before. 

On 2 nd November of that year the Emperor 
Nicholas inspected the troops at Novocherkask con 
sisting of some twenty-two regiments of Bon Cos¬ 
sacks and horse arti lory. The inspection was very 
unsatisfactory. The officers and non-commfcQ? 
officers did ..or know their ^ 
regimental commanders seemed to havo . . the 
of their front. To complete the 1 % Ue ldea 
noticed the wretched Cossack horses tT ’ ^ Tzar 

worn-out uniform of the men and \i * and 

that firm seat on horseback wV .i L . a ' JSence of 

guished the Cossack. llc 1 formerly distin- 

Certainly, things have i lllm . . 

‘“proved since then, and 
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will in all probability improve still further, for a 
strong party in the Russian military press has lately 
been directing attention to the Cossacks, and future 
wars may yet show that they only require an oppor¬ 
tunity to prove themselves as good warriors as their 
ancestors. 

The Cossack regiments of former days were raised 
in a very irregular fashion. All depended on the 
commander, who was directed to raise a regiment, 
receiving a certain amount of equipment and cloth¬ 
ing, with instructions regarding the numbers required, 
and the date on which the regiment was to be ready 
for service. The rest was left to the commandant, 
who was generally chosen by the Hetman from the 
aristocracy of the Don. 

As an example, let us see how Adrian Denisoff 
proceeded to organise his regiment in 1787, when he 
received orders to raise a regiment of fourteen hundred 
men. He formed a council of some of those who had 



had experience in the work, and, having enlisted 


x Pciienced Cossacks. The only 
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retaliations were some manuscript instructions; nor 
was there any drill characterised by fixed words of 

command. 

But the Cossack was a warrior by birth and 
education. He was the son and grandson of 
warriors, and with his first accents learnt to lisp 
of war. From eight years of age the Cossacks rode 
fearlessly over the steppe on half-wild bare-backed 
horses. " In the winter-time they built snow forts, 
which they attacked and defended, armed with snow¬ 
balls. On holidays they fired at marks, cut posts, 
and indulged in various warlike games, whilst the 
j on<r evenings were passed in listening to tales of 
rik ° s aiu i adventures with which the veterans fired 
the spirits of their sons. Thus they did not require 
, nv lenoth of training. They learnt from experience, 
J from the lips of the "-hen they 

withered round the camp-fire on heir way to the 

“ cat of war. They were »™ ed " lth guns of various 
calibre, with words, spears, and pistols; all of 
which weapons they know well how to wield. 

And now, having c,pupped our Cossacks, let u, 
take them forth to fight and sec what tactics they 
employed with such fetal effect. On outpost dim 
they were the ears and eyes of the Russ in a™ 

In foraging, in reconnoitring, and i„ “ ‘"“T- 
any difficult or dangerous enterprise'„7 8 0>lt 
warfare, the Cossacks were Unequalled •* t f erilla 
poleonie wars. The* principal 1 ™^1 th * N -“ 
if formation it can be called w . , Onnatlon > 

Cossack torn, "diich is somewhat di L!,u\ cc ! 0 ’ Jra ‘ cd 
owing to the manner in w hi c ] l j. mt to describe, 
; no - to circumstances, fp- 1 Uas Vai 'ied accord- 
11 ° nis mode of 
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7 lciiTij u irom wic icilwu 

Ghengis Khan and Tamerlane, learnt from the bitter 
experience of many a bloody fight, and afterwards 
um‘( 1 with success against regular cavalry. 

Hie lava was not a regular formation, but a kind 
of national tactics, having no fixed order, subject to 
no lulls 01 words of command, but varied according 
to ciicumstances. The regiment was massed to- 
get ici or stood in masses of sotnias, according to 
t h on eis of the commandant, the front generally 
occupying a considerable extent of ground. Each 
Cossack attached himself to his uriadnik or non¬ 
commissioned officer ; each uriadnik kept his eye on 
Ms sotnik or centurion; and all followed the stand¬ 
ard of the commandant, or that of the stanitza or 


Cossack \ Mage. The scouts gave iuforinatioii of 


the enemy s approach ; the regimental commander 
called up his sotnifo, explained his intentions regard¬ 
ing the attack, and told them how to fire, whether 
from horseback or on foot; and notified what signals 
he would give. The sotniks repeated the instrue- 
ti >n. t > t i< comets and unaclniks, and the latter to 

when alTl ' ^ metimes ’ afte1 ' this' explanation, 

would address hi, 0 ° V “T’ COmman<I “ nt 
attack the enemy T “ S UP °” * h “ t0 

mander to sham,.' A “ d ”f P ut ^ 00 ”>; 
reply that they ^ wlft one voice would 

promise which „ H blm honour or die -“ 

the regiment ]i, t „„., 1 “ r ' abl y fulfilled - Apparently, 
broken up into ° the c °mmander’s speech, 

words, thevquickht ,^ 1 tben ’ ® 8 * >ire<1 by ^ 

extended line with i|T und de P lo y ed into a long 
•'nks thrown forward, ready to 
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attack or commence their manoeuvres as the ease 
might he 


Sl 


The lava was varied in form, and had 
far other appearance than that of an attack in 
extended order, yet it was attended by neither 
anarchy nor chaos. 

This is what the French Marshal Moran said of 
the Cossack tactics in 1812: “We [the French 
cavalry] deploy, and boldly advance to the attack, 
| already reach their line; but they disappear 
‘like a dream, and we see only the bare pines and 
birch-trees. A,, hour later, when we have begun to 
L, horses, the dark line of Cossacks again 
.. on the horizon, and we are again threatened 
appears 01 We repeat the same manoeuvre 

ith an onslaugnt- 


\v 


AVe repeat tl 

our operations are not attended with 

P X 1. I \r\ci 4* n r\ I a -» 


one of the best and bravest cavalry 


and, as before, 
f CCeSS : ilp wor ld has ever seen was tired out and dis- 

forces , bv those whom it considered unworthv 
were nevertheless the real libcrato^ 

tl,eil ; C °“ S to the extent, of a couple of , * 
mg seat^ j Cossacks would 1 

—.. 

i . of the renpfvf:« . “stab- 


Iiear the oraero > and to e «t. t R 

ish order by means of he repetition of the words f 
i wall the ofheers would . ' 0l,ls of 

command by all mid glVe rise 




the ranks, in the midm' ^ to ° 
miclst of which it 


\V( 


appear like a dieam. All were silent. The 

Jeks ceaselessly fol -'ved thei,. fKccrs fa „ ^ 

and all changes of direction and pace, and the signal 
for the attack itself, were made by means of the 
sword, the hand, or the movements of the horse. 
The comprehension by each ( ossack of the object of 


Cos- 


misr^y 
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~~~ mail ®uvre; the determination to strike as many 

o the enemy as possible,—these are what gave the 

n ea to the movements of the lava, whilst attention 

? 1C cornrUi mdant gave order and simultaneity to 

mo\ einents. Supposing, for instance, that the 

1 upiul with its front an extent of two versts, 

1 1 CXteu ^ tlierc a small but swift stream 

is 1 on IT , t r Vil,e ' ' n,C of manoeuvre 

artillery and ° f'"”" 5 ’’ 0 * orcc of cavalry, towards 

™v m Z “ f “? y r C ° Mealed «i„d a bush- 
co\e . ope at a distance of some four versts or 

four thousand yards. The lava advanees at a 

Arriving at the stream, a number of Cossacks at a 

signal from tlicir commander, drop from their horses 

W lnch are taken charge of by a few comrades in the 

VC ar, and conceal themselves along the bank, whilst 

the remainder cross, and the lava proceeds on its 

way. Arriving witlim two or three hundred paces of 

the ravnie, ntore CWs halt, and the Jal 10 

lo..ser hut occupying the same frontage, continues to 
advance on thp lm C +n„ „ 1 P ° ’ J1WJJU( - S to 

back, and o„, * “^7’ fr ™ »n horse- 

But no sooner docs^° " P ' 3tol - shot °<"thcm. 

sections to drive rf Sm,] 0M or two 

gives way, the tl. L ..I-o -V 10ry cmen, time the lava 

rear the Cossacks tl.r 11Cven >and from flanks and 

Finally, this maZ» ^ Se ^ eson their pursuers, 
enemy and arouse his ■, '' ,e §' n ‘ s to harass the 

or two to punish the r,' 11 ® 61, sen <fr out a regiment 

into two groups, one » SS . 8 > w ho, retiring, assemble 
whilst the other takes ma ^ es f° r th e stream, 

At twenty or thirt ^ f ^ rection of the ravine. 
Cossacks of oil,.], ^ F acea from the obstacle, the 

'"I 1 turn swiftly off to the right 
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and left and pass round it. 
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^ The closely-formed 

squadrons launched in pursuit cannot so quickly 
change the direction of their charge. Some fall intr, 


change the direction of their charge. Some fall into 
the stream, under fire of the Cossacks in concealment 
on the farther bank, and others, disordered in cross¬ 
ing the ravine, are caught by the other ambush, 
whilst at the same time the hvxi swarm has turned 
back and attacked them fiercely in flanks and rear. 
The result is the retreat of the hostile squadrons; 
the despatch of a larger force, and a new enticement 
by the Zara,— this time towards the stronger ambush 

of infantry and artillery. 

For the success of such an undertaking, it i s 
obviously necessary that none of the manoeuvres 
l.mdd be repeated. An endless change of locality 

: toe of yLr, and »*' ** moJi 

£ the variation of the operates; so the hm 

endlessly varied, form**. “ d >- angrble. 

There is another some "' l,at ™nilar CW, 

1 termed » venter. Ou the Don cli 

■TS-^hed on a sneeession of T” 

continually deercasing j" me and terminatip,, “° P5 

Z-de-sJ The fct, deceived by the fc* “ * 
in the end find., itself u, a confined spa ee V Z 

cannot turn. L lfc 

, I,, this manner the Cossacks Se l ect 

locality, having severe ravines rep ‘ eucl °sed 
meshes of the net, and c„t icc the enemy fif. ** 
nnihush. This manoeuvre will he host d , an 

from the following example tn ken ^ 
of the Russian Oreneral btill 

“ On 8th July 1812, at Corelichy, the enemy 
appeared from the direction of Novgrudok, in three 
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columns of cavalry, but, being met by a headlong 
charge in flank from the Cossack regiments, could 
not hold Corelicky, and returned to Novgrudok. 
Night came on. General PI a toff, Hetman of the 
Cossacks, pursued to Mir, and, arriving within three 
versts of that place, halted to collect his scattered 
forces. Having received instructions to hold this 
point, the Hetman formed an ambush termed a 
venter , which was arranged as follows : 

In front of the village of Mir, on the road to 
Corelichy, was posted a force of a hundred men, for 
the purpose of observing the enemy and enticing 
him towards Mir; and on the right and left sides of 
the road ambuscades of one hundred Cossacks each 
were made, so that when the party on the road had 
enticed the duemy between these ambushes, they 
might attack his flanks, whilst the retreating party 
faced about and joined in the fight. A regiment 
posted at Mir was to support this attack, whilst the 
remainder acted under the immediate command of 
the Hetman. 

1 la toff s dispositions were crowned with com- 
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Imt fatal to Napoleon, and France, the Don Cossacks 
stood in the first rank of the defenders of their 
country. The great deeds performed by them in 
the war of the fatherland form the golden epoch of 
their history, and surpass all the glory and renown 
won bv them in previous campaigns.” As water fall- 
• no . ( j r0 p by drop loosens a stone, so did the opera¬ 
tions of the Cossacks undermine the existence of the 
Grand Army, and contribute to its destruction. 

' rp| )C iif e 0 f the Zaporozhtzi, or Cossacks of the 
Dnieper rap*, i» former times has been well de¬ 
scribed by Gogol in b» Z™ Mb, where excel¬ 
lent descriptions may he found of their camp, and of 
e r raids into Polish territory. Operating against 
rn for , in 1774 , the Cossacks, man for man, 
the iU "j t0 or even stronger than their foes. 
Td Cossack and Tartar were well mounted on 
m U steppe horses, rode them with equal skill, and 
Ir 2 skilful in the use of arms Tlle motal 

riority was on the s " e 11 the Cossacks, tile 

and subsequently * 1 « ,110Us Hetman, came 

front. Appreciating ^econchttons of battl 

the Tartars, lie P eiCe ^ the employ 
h^n. would have been foolish. «* ;* ' 


age, 
to the 

[ e with 

merit of 


the lava woum -* foolish, as it Wou]fl , ~ 

been impossible to tiro out his Tartar f J 
fosaek would have been set upon by ti™ or t ,“ h 
Tartars, and in » sl,u ^ s P a “ <>f time tin, woal “, 
n0 longer have existed. ^ 

When, hi April 1 < < 4, Colonels Ida toff 


YY iiC Aij * x 

X/irionoff were directed, with their Cossack 


aud 


V 


regi- 
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lit* and one gun—altogether a force of not more 

l lai' a thousand men—to escort an immense convoy 

o supp ies for the Cossacks in Kuban, the Tartar 

tt 1M |’ ( >ev ^ c t Hire, resolved to avenge his defeats. 

*' U . 011 . s ^'^ e ! including the forces of the 

mountain pnneeq <m , 

1 ’ ’ an army more than twenty times 

as numerous as the fw.,, i TTT . . J 

+ i . . sacks. With these troops he 

Kl: p ihrr“ t :: a w ov “ urar th °™ 

vigilance of the ”* " tu the 

HI Iff'" 1 ! . Saasxi ,lle intentions of the enemy 

V 11 '“ non '; ff cl ‘<> 5 » “ convenient spot, parked 

then- convoy, and awaited the enough L T 

Tartars thereupon advanced to the attack, firino not 
very accurately from on horseback; nevertheless, the 
Cossacks suffered severely. A third of their number 
and nnmy horses had already fallen, when Layoff 
proposed to 1 latoff that they should surrender • but 
the latter persuaded his comrade to await reinforce¬ 
ments for which^ single Cossacks had been dc- 

eVe “" g U I aroffs a—h and 

joined hands withXV‘ 1 ' P r‘ * «*“. 

tars, In 1801 the u", “W T/T®"® the T “' 

the Turcoman hordes ' ^. c < i IK ed itself against 

The Cossacks : m I f" “ * Mme 
even broad rivers, ti * 111 Cross n S streams, and 
others, the Tartar mctlu ^ aV ?’ * U Edition to 
which consists of a T)l a | f ,° cross iag with the sala f 
which the saddle ;U)( | ° lm cou,struc ted of reeds, on 
Cossack with his horse ,] J * ne ate placed. Tlie 
tlie sala being tied to |° U ^^ Un o es * n to the water, 
to the J ij 10 Worse’s tail, whilst the 


<SL 


man holds on to the 10 ^ 

Dlill »e and 


swims across. 
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In the papers of the celebrated Hetman Dcnisoff 
we find the following narrative : — “ During the 
Polish rebellion of 1792, in the action of 18th 
September on the Visla, Ferzen, the conunaiider-in.- 
chief of the Russian army, decided to cross the river 
at a forest in which were the enemy’s troops and 
batteries. After a cannonade on both sides, two of 
the Cossack regiments, Ivan Karpoff’s and Serebrya- 
koffs received the order to cross the Visla directly 
on the enemy’s batteries. The Cossacks divested 
themselves of their uniforms and their horses of their 
saddles, rushed out of the forest with lances only in 
their hands, and, uttering fierce shouts, plunged into 
1 i Tlw> Poles were so alarmed at this attack 
th ° l Weed all points and fled.” 
that tl.o> a be] . 1809 PlatofTs advanced 

, . „ and Miloradovich’s corps met the Grand 
V”, ■. ■’« .irmv at Rasscvat l nncc Bagration, com- 
,y ' KI ' chief of the Russian aimy, directed the 
ma " <lcr n „. SOT1 Count PlatolFs journal i n the 
bUt , tlC ”of P thc Russian General Staff, tells us Z^ 

archives of the n (tho ,„ m) In 

front '“O ™ 1 “ „ 0,1,1,t Stroganoff Ussad «>. 

. . ° t irce columns, havi,J T* c “ me 

the infantry m three , mivmg Co l Urm • , 

mounted Cossacks and itagoons „„ tUe ^ 5 « 

C o 8S acks commenced the action 1,,, 1110 

horseback, and in P'“ es “ tta *ed with thciiV,, 

Ld soon heat hack the enemy's disordered crowd ’ 
a horse. Then the Cossacks retired to ther^Ind 
Hanks to breathe their horses, and the infant,.,, 
attacked in squares, i soon as the enemy was 
overthrown and commenced to retreat, the Cossacks, 
dragoons, and uhlans took up the pursuit. At the 
14 
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town of Beylik, eighteen versts from the field of 
battle, a portion of the Turks took to boats, and 
sought safety on the far bank of the Danube. But 
the Cossacks observed some Turkish sailing vessels 
higher up the stream filled with the fugitive enemy 
from Rassevat. Colonel Karpoffs six Don Cossack 
guns dashed ahead and sank four of the boats, whilst 
the remaining six managed to reach an island near 
the left bank of the river. Some Cossacks then 
swam across with incredible boldness, reached the 
other side, and, having slain all the Turks who had 
not yet succeeded in escaping from one of the boats, 
returned with six boats and the guns they con¬ 


tained.” 

After the occupation of Moscow by the French in 
1812, there was for a time a cessation of hostilities, 
during which the Cossacks closed in on all sides and 
established themselves in forests or ravines, whence 
they issued forth and harassed the enemy whenever 
an opportunity presented itself. The important 
effect of their operations was so well understood In- 
Napoleon, that he frequently issued special orders 
regarding tl.o measures to be token for warding off 
their attacks. © ' JU 

On 7th October 1812 Murat wrote ._» M v 
position is terrible. T f • • . iL ' iV v 

without great risk of 1 • 18 1 m possibl6 to forage, 

not a day passes £ T » 

men. Itow will this Ilr ’ f ) l° se soifts.vfcwo hundred 
state of affairs was ( ] Ul< ' ^his hopeless 

operations of the Co$ s . U( i a ^ ,llos ^ entirely to the 

that their operations i f ^°. Ilavo T et to scc 
successful, 11 'dure will not be equally 


minis 
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]n Germany military literature, writers of repute 
have been engaged in considering the question of the 
best mode of contending against Cossack tactics, to 
which considerable attention has lately been directed 
in Russian military circles. The Germans foresee 
o-reat difficulties, should occasion arise for their 
cavalry to meet the horsemen of the Don. And it 
behoves all those who contemplate such a possibility 
to devise a means for repelling the Cossack lava. 
Combined with regular cavalry, and employing 
their national tactics, the Cossacks may prove even 
more serious adversaries than they were in 1812 
for they may have a knowledge of the movements ot 
14 . « as well as then- own manoeuvres, 

regular trooF • rorahy> ^ them 

^ “S aCk and “disappear like a dream”; 

M .A oh ccs will I* *“ not mM ely “hare 
but 1,1 ‘ bir el -trees,” hut threatening squadrons of 

(“^ cavalry, and ready to attack the 

disordered and exhausted pursuers of their Cossack 


comn 
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CHAPTER XIII 


IIINGOLI AND PANTHER-SHOOTING 


ln o°li^-The Road to Cantonment — The Hot Weather at Hingoli— 
^ Shady Garden—The Khair River — Small Game — Wild-fowl 
Shooting — Green Pigeons — Panthers — Singhi Ghaut — Dacoits — 
1 anther shot by Night — Bear killed — Alind Trackers — Panther 
killed at Oundha — Two Panthers shot at Gadalla — Panther on 
the Puma River — Put to llight by Wild Bees — Unwillingness 
of Natives to give Information—A Stern Chase—Panther killed 
— To the Purna River again—Panther killed with Buckshot — 
Poona — March to Beder — Beder City and Fort — Fish swallowing 
Snake and Snipe. 


In September 1893 I left Russia, travelling home by 
way of Warsaw and Berlin, and February of the 
following year found me on the way to India, after 
an absence of nearly two and a half years 

In the meantime my regiment had marched from 
, lichpm m Berar, to the station of Himrnli „i 
a hundred and twenty miles distent ; ,i° ’ ,l >ou 

part of the dominions of the v ’ / 16 “ ortlleru 

Hingoli, situated , ,V 7 ° f Hyderabad, 

the railway llt Akoi/ ?? #f miles from 

Pein. Granga, where tl a ’ and twen ty miles from the 
is a small station «r ar !-V 1 marlfs tbe Berar border, 
one battalion of j n f ^ b 7 °ne cavalry regiment, 

artilleryof the iP dei 'T ? ^ a batter 7 of held 

less chosen as a mili ta^ ^ * on ting6nt. It was doubt- 
mity to the large to VVj ^ Sbl ^ 0ri ow big to its proxi- 

road from Hydeifd,. i * °* Zander and to the main 

ac to Nagpur, 
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In former times the people in these parts were 
turbulent and unruly; and the Sikhs, of whom there 
is a large eolony at Nander, gave a considerable 
amount of trouble to the Nizam’s Government, whilst 
the whole country was overrun by marauding bands 
of Rohillas and Pindaris. A sharp engagement took 
place in 1857 at Chichamba, near Hingoli, between 
our troops and a party of Rohillas, when a British 
officer and a number of men were killed. 

The country is now quiet, but so recently as 1894 
there were bands of armed dacoits in the district, 
and in that year a party of these marauders was 
dispersed by the troops, and its principal members 

kl " A rood - •*£*“"* f ke 11 

field’ connects Hingoli with the 

jungle-la.) Were it not for that lm s 

distant line fj ^ stagc -cart drawn by pairs of 
dusty i° a ’ ‘ daily winds along the weary w . lv 

outer world. As it *>. “f ““ ‘I 1011 - ot utter 


w ^ over the traveller \y]a 0ri r , 1 

loneliness, comes ove ' en f or ^ 

first time he ieat J ies 11 c i 0w l ln 

.. ..1 . 1 -;,,,,- the broad valley whero t-i, „ 


e of 


Mis overlooking the ■*«£% where the canton 

gl ?feaTis ^aBds,,.,. 0 ' 1,k<!a ^t ^ve. 

itwaS in the middle of March 1894 when I 
arrived there. Bo. .0 the r ai ^ 1 

oi-ass has sprung up and the trees h, 
their leaves, the little station wears , 
aspect; and the white, thatched houses, nestling 


1 the 
1 vc put forth 
very different 
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‘tinono neem, tamarind, and other trees, pleasantly 
piect the eye of the traveller after his long and weary 
journey. 

1'he broad Khair River, flowing by the eastern 
outskirts, and the two placid lakes fringed with 
feathery bamboos and thorny acacias, and covered in 
places with lotus leaves and bulrushes, add to the 
Jeauty of the scene; and, together with the back¬ 
ground of low bush-covered hills, behind which rise 
hgher lulls, blue in the distance, combine to form a 
surpassingly picturesque landscape. 

But how different it all is in summer ! No foliage 
is there to rustle in the wind and relieve the aching 
eye. If a breeze does stir the leafless branches of 
the trees, it scorches like a blast from Hades. The 
very birds gasp for breath with wide, gaping beaks, 
and all living things seek what shelter they may find 
from the rays of the scorching sun. There lies a 
dreary expanse of plain, with burnt-up red hills' nt 
the back. The river has shrunk to •> +; ' 

with here and there a pool scarce It - ^ ^ irea< ^ 
a buffalo to wallow in TV 1 A , tll & e enou gh for 
expanses of mud. with , , e beco “>« mere 

«■** -er r,,rf C “ edw “ te “ 

kingfishers hover at dawn and ** Wtoc ^ 

At noontide the fie “ V* *““« of 

SM ™. and 2:? * on the 

P“ ,ven «» ‘lie parched , , " 1,vin S togs, and 

numerable fissures |, . f ' , whleh cracks into 

ra > rs ; ,eiltb the tog, bur, 

1 have described ti 

and weary it is «»d to Hingoli as weary ; 

1 nough in the ,uail. c , (J taVe ^ er W ^ 10 corncs straight 

1 j spending twelve or more 


in- 


rmng 
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hours on the dusty way. In such case, in the hot 
weather, it is better to travel by night , for the heat 
during the day is well-nigh unbearable. But if one 
has a few days to Spare, it is not unpleasant to travel 
leisurely, halting at the little wayside rest-houses 
which stand invitingly amid shady groves of trees at 
every tenth milestone, and passing the day in pursuit 
of the antelope and other game that may be found 
on the cultivated plains or jungle-covered hills. The 
cavalry lines—long rows ot mud-built, thatched huts 
standing on the shore of the lake mark the northern 
boundary of Hingoli; beyond is the seldom-used 
racecourse, lying 011 ^ 1C ^ ar Slt ^ e °* t ^ ie high enclosure 
wall of the small cemetery, where stones and columns 
of various fashions mark the last resting-pl ace 0 f 

those who have died here in 

On the margin of the kike is a well-g rown an( j 
luxurious garden, where one can find shelter fro* ^ 
taming mu even m the hottest season, 
ranges and plantains cluster, and pomegranate 
peep out from their leafy canopies ; whilst vegetab] ' 
if all kinds grow in proton and some roods pW*! 
with sugar-cane afford an attraction to the wild ^ 

here from the neighbouring ; m , ' m l 51 g« 

G Jun |e. Here 
kui’quoise 
m emerald 
of screeching 

roost ing-plaee. looking like flights oFariw.s af*? /! 

cut the heated air. ‘ ome distance beyond "£ 
garden the river Hows m a shn.gly bed, reflecting * 
its glassy stream the tall palms standing OU the 
banks, and the storks and cranes that stand, each on 


or 

peep out 
of all 
with 

that come — j mjo-i 

bright birds, golden 0110 es, and roll ei , g , 

plumage, and paradise flycatchers dressed 
green, fiml a haven, whilst long l ines of 

green paroquets fl> *' nv ards evenin< 

’ 1 like t" - 

Some 
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one leg, gazing solemnly into the calm depths. In 
the cold weather, flights of wild-fowl, geese, duck, and 
teal of many kinds come to the lakes from beyond 
the northern barrier, whilst a fair number of snipe 
may also be shot. 

There is very good small-game shooting in the 
vicinity of Hingoli, the list comprising antelope, 
gazelle, hares, pea-fowl, grey partridges, painted 
francolin, sand-grouse of two kinds, and quail of 
various species. We used to make many good bags 
within a few miles of cantonments, and on a success¬ 
ful day the bag would contain most of the above- 
mentioned varieties of game. In addition to these a 
few florican weye sometimes shot, but they had be¬ 
come scarce, partly owing to their extermination in 
the breeding season. Sometimes I saw bustard, and 
on one occasion six flying together, but never 
succeeded in bringing any to bag. Once when I was 



<!l d 'al, garganey teal, whistling 
' and widgeon. Of these the gad- 
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walls were the commonest. The mallard, which 
is the (luck most generally met with in Northern 
India, does not appear to come as far south as the 
Deccan ; at least 1 never met with any in that part 
of the peninsula. 

At some places near Hingoli there were vast 
numbers of green pigeons—an excellent bird for the 
table, although not affording much sport; whilst 
most of the large and deep wells in the district were 
well stocked with blue-rocks. 

There arc a great many panthers in the vicinity 
of the cantonment, and I brought a fair number to 
ba< , durum the time of my residence there, although 
I did not 'exert myself much in their pursuit. In 
the month of May, hearing of the presence of panthers 
. cu n ohi a village some twenty miles off, I rode out 
and^ncampod there for a couple of days. Not 
lZnu« the country, I l.nd «omo difficulty i„ dis . 
0 the. whereabouts of the animals, f or tbe 


covering 
v 


infers would give w tetonttim, wj none of the 


coats tied up us bait wore killed. Bat for a fort 
S 0lir ' r would have returned to Hino^r • , lLc 

occurrence I woum u ningoh without 

firing a shot. 

The country was characterised by W 
hills covered with stones and intersected by 
ravines containing sparse lmsh-jnn^. s £ 

’... eaurp a narrow pass led throng,, the ,i “ 
thUnghi Glraut, celebrated as , ^ 

In f-t. some dacorts M been on p , Med ^ a *£ 

or two before, and a pointed out to me into 

which it was said the Sikh daeoits had been in the 
habit of casting their vie nns 

1 was sitting at breakfast the morning after my 
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ivnl in camp, when a large number of vultures 
appeared, circling over a small hill in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the pass. Scenting a kill, I sent 
my orderly on horseback to the place, and he soon 
returned with information that lie had found 
a young buffalo, evidently freshly killed by a 
panther. An inspection of the place showed that 
it was impracticable for beating, so 1 had a screen 
of bushes made against the side of the hill, and 
at night concealed myself behind it to await the 
panther’s return. 

Having missed several panthers at night with the 
rifle, I determined to try the effect of buckshot on 
this occasion. By nine o’clock no panther had come, 
so I went to sleep, trusting to the influence of the 
feline’s proximity to arouse me at the right moment. 
At ten o’clock I awoke. The moon had risen in the 
meantime, but was clouded over; however, it was 
light enough to see tlie buffalo moving, evidently 


°"’ing to some animal tugging at it. Just then the 


1,10011 shone out, and the head of a panther appeared 
? v ° r the kill, apparently regarding me intently. The 
Thy 80011 disappeared again, and the feast proceeded, 
p, ' 1 0ccu rred twice before my gun was ready, the 
( ),i || (J Pausing at intervals to look in my direction, 
of ] appearance the head received a charge 
‘h, n -,,| V 1,01 i" 11 11 1,1 the face, and, when the smoke 
’* e panther’s tail, the <>nl\ part <>!' the 


auiinni 

1'catin.r 


from behind the kill, could be seen 


‘ft tllpk ( 

w «s still U) ground convulsively, 
dead, wiu, * w ent out and found the panther 


Soon the tail 


it in behi n ,\ ^‘°le charge in its head ; so brought 

^ ^reen, and slept until morning. 
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This was a female panther, small although full- 
grown ; indeed the natives declared that she was 
twelve years old, because she had twelve lobes to 
her liver; at any rate, she had managed to kill a 
buffalo about five times her own size. 

Soon after the commencement of the rainy season 
in 1894 I again camped near Singhi, at a village 
called Jaum, where there is a good camping-ground 
and a famous jungle for bears, although these animals 
arc now much reduced in numbers. One night a 
panther seized a dog close to my tent, and another 
day this same beast was marked down in a ravine ; 
but he cunningly eluded the beaters, and broke 
about two hundred yards from me. On this occa¬ 
sion I shot no panthers, but killed a line bear that 
w „ driven from to 1“ at mid-day I stood wait _ 
for her on the top of a lull, and when she reached 


th? crest dose to * fierce growl, 


crcsL 01 • . i i n , ,-i ^ ^iowi 

hut dropped dead wrth a huUet through the head * 

a few paces distance. 

There was . t* of hunters here, and at other 
places in the den y of cantonments, called jy 

vl.o were wonderful trackers. Most of tl, ^ 

rusty old matchlocks or other primitive “ *~»y 
and they gain then- hvchhood almost LIT?’ 
hunting. Who., I s>ted .T llum . * ‘ely by 
later, these men tracked and marked ,Wf° 

. . ... . -t-fi-i.hK 

‘° to f 0 ' 1 ™"'-'' l 1 SWt two “*•*> panther, 
one of which walkci do,,,, glade t(nval ^ 

me when beating for pea-fowl near the village of 

Oundha, a place famous for these animals. The 
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otliei one killed one of my goats only six miles 
out of I ingoli, near tlie village of Gadalla, where 
I lnoug it another panther to bag the following 

..,, o o 

;ai. 


year 


hi 18.K> ] sll0t two panthers that nave better 
sport than these animals uslull ,, ^ 

T; t?r C g '" e '“ lly easily .W do not 

appear to lie very tenacious of life E-ivlv in 

November . 805 some Banjaras, a tribe akin'to the 
pps.es, brought me information that a panther C 
been comm.ttmg depredations P acir ' 

near the bank of the Puma River, “about 
„„Ies from cantonmnuts. Having a couple „f 4 “ 
to spare, i iode out one afternoon and pitched mv 

rm film TllfiJUnn rk-f J 


— ~x ; " pitched my 

camp OU the ma*gm of the rivcr-a considerable 


~ ~ cl considerable 

stream, with steep banks rising from a rooky hed 
On the far side of the river rose low, jungle-clad 
hills, with villages scattered at intervals aW tllir 

bases, where the hush joined the cultivated plain 
The lulls were intersected I.,, . i „ , 1 J ' 

the panther was “k f ■n.Ual.s, avl.icl. 

issued at night to 0 ‘oquei.t, and whence he 
hamlets. P '” 1 ro "“ d tllc neighbouring 

will be snid h^ftjT,"”? Nuttoo > of "'Ikm. more 
before, and on niv ar •' -T P recec ^ me the day 
seen the panther lyin^Y 10 P ortec ^ ^at they had 
miles off, on the far siff . ' l ’"' 1 ”. 1 a thicket some two 
to the place at once, and ” Ver ‘ P rocee ded 
banks overgrown bv ° LUl ^ a ^ mall nullah with 


banks overgrown by* tlii f L ° Unf a sma ^ mdlab with 
formed many a shady hiir'V - * ,US * )es ’ w J l0se branches 
sun. The panther had ^ °^ e( l from the beat of the 
h 


un. The panther had j S * Ie ^dfrom the heat of the 
ad seen it; so I n roc , i ! f ^ 1C place where my men 

c "1 cautiously up the nullah 


Ml HtSTffy 
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with rifle at full-cock, peering into every thicket in 
hopes of seeing the spots of the heast j but we could 
find no trace of it. Therefore we tied up four goats 
in likely places, and returned to camp by nightfall. 
Early next morning I went to look at two of the 
(mats, sending my men to see the other two. Mine 
were unharmed, but the other two were killed, one 
being partially devoured, and the other untouched 
save” for the fatal fang-holes in the throat. More 
than this, my old shikari Nuttoo had seen the 
n inther enter the nullah where the last kill lay, 
so there seemed to be every prospect of its being 


thei ? was soon organised, and I took up my 

‘. tree overlooking the nullah. The 

rf 10 " ‘L'on »■» " ild crics " Uli S0I1,H| of tom- 
olT Soon I »w the lithe form „f the spotted 
e outlined through the hushes as it spKm „ 
besst . . (te miUi* somc t llrt - v yards from m " 
.Tenure approached rapidly. and shor« y £ 

,00,y 

The panther tumbled haek to 

expected to see it lymg dead but. whe „ 
c ,eared, it «■»P ad 


the 


cleared, it was 

1 Evidently, it was Trussed 
.. ehn trucks revealr* 


and I 
smoke 


m ttA nullaJl beyond 

had the beast spoken to the shot. I then WCH( ’ no * 
to the head of the nullah liopmg that the panther 
might still be there and took up my position in a 
iJL tree beneath which the creature had evidently 
bc ; n in the habit of devouring its prey, for the 



n 

orround was 


Qt 
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strewn with the bones and hair of 

many goats. 

Lhe beaters were nearly up to me, when suddenly 
the} scattered like chaff before the wind, beating the 
air wildly with their hands and turbans. It soon 
became e\ ident that the cause of the stampede was 
a lU 'f C S " aim becs > disturbed during the beat. 

' 10 )aeS V ' eu ’ all ' ead y upon me, but, clambering 
«lown from my tree, I succeeded in beating them 
off after running the best part of a mile. I was 
badly stung about the face and neck, and would 
have fared much worse but for the devotion of my 
faithful shikaris, who remained behind me in the 
track of the bees, on purpose to draw the enraged 
insects on to -themselves, and so save their master 
After this adventure we beat all the nullahs in 
the vicinity, but the panther could not be found 
Certainly, he got the better of me on this occasion • 
but bis fate was sealed, as I shall presently relate' 
although he was destined to live for more than 
a,,0 ,C‘ year, and to slay many village goats and 

~o* 

A couple of months after this incident I happened 
to he encamped when „ , uuppenea 

of Saorgaon, f 0l mtee n “ T “ aroh> at tllc vi % e 

of Jalna, and a lmndnf ' milltai 7 station 

depicted. On arrivimr mi ® S from tlie scene j usfc 

had seen some villa*" 1 "T 11 men told mc the y . 

which was said to hay p"! '• ^ 1C rema * ns °f a S oat 

ing that a kill had tnk ’ 111 th ° j ungle - Sus P ect ' 

remains, and found t"" 1 seut for the 8 oat ’ s 

mistakabl}- provina t] ailg " lloles in the throat—un- 

prey of a panther. ° Ti*^ tJle ailimal had been thc 

hereupon a villager was found, 
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who most unwillingly took me to the spot where 
the o-o.at had been discovered. The unwillingness 
of the native to give any information under these 
circumstances is extraordinary, and I know not 
whether it arises from apathy or fear. A wild 
beast may be devastating their herds, yet the 
inhabitants will roundly deny the presence of a 
beast of prey, swearing by all their gods that 
there is no such animal in the vicinity, although 
one would til ink that they would be only too glad 
to assist in the destruction of the destroyer of their 

cattle. no ex ception. The villager declared 

1 .,,1 never been a panther m these jungles, 
that there u ^ ha( j died a natural death. But I 
and that t ic■ c ‘ tracks on a footpath, thus 

soon found ^ ^ 0 f the culprit. We then sent 

proving the ^ down to await their arrival 

for ’r^ciiunder, who is gifted with a persuasive 
My ahilow t0 question the villager, presented 

manner, n tol)ilcC o, and told him that he had 

]lim t Wlt !/ fear but would receive a reward if m 
nothing to ‘ ’ And at length, WO nd« <■ / C 

panther were--« £ admitted to 

relate, the man ot avcrrecl that he 7* ^ Was 

an would show US where 1 ^ 54 in 

"^ uisM, ' g hS 

" at The beaters shortly and j took 

jS£ 
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animal was breaking out to one flank. I ran to the 
place and saw him making oft' across the fields; so 
fired two shots, one of which cut the skin of his 
back. Then ensued a long, stern chase across the 
open fields. The panther ran, and I ran after him, 
keeping him in view for something over a mile, the 
direction lie was taking being marked by the scatter- 
Tr I" ^directions of alarmed cattle and herdsmen, 
null 1 I lan ^ 1C ^ eas f ^to a deep, bush-grown 

showers oTstotes • * 

yards' distance. 8 W ‘" Ul shouldCT - at sixty 

f'"' n0 ' V .’ 1 “ vi “8 sl ™ panther, let us return 
to the one o„ the banks of the Puma Diver, whose 
I,aunts had occasion to revisit in company with 
another sportsman in December of the same ye, 

I he beast «s ennnmg, and would not kill mv tied“n 
goa s; perhaps he connected them with the al r 

1 ( cpiipage and riZ to'j'tinnoii ^ 

bush-clad banks of h tlllt a ^ oun ded along tlie 

not so apathetic as usuT^T' r ^ villa » ers were 
anxious as ourselves t V • 1U * act seemed as 
bag, possibly because tl° ,Mn ^ ^ 1C s P°ttcd beast to 
of my rupees an 1 1 ^ a b'°ady received some 
rewarded. KUew that success would be 

. At two cVlot-k i tl tho ^ 

with news that ho ] • 1 a tternoon a Banjara arrived 
l< ,SCCI1 the panther lying down 


misr/fy 
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in the jungle, not far from the place where I had 
missed him on the previous occasion. We had no 
rifle or bullets, but fortunately found a few cart¬ 
ridges loaded with buckshot; so, having collected 
our beaters, in all only about a dozen, we proceeded 
to the place where the panther lay—a toilsome walk 
of some two miles over rocky hills. The panther 
lay in a broad valley covered with scattered bushes. 

I posted a man on each side of the valley, and sent 
the remaining natives round to drive the beast out, 
whilst we squatted behind a bush m a likely place. 
Soon after the beat began, a frantic yelling from one 
. t ] ic valley announced that the game was 

S1 , f , 11(1 ha d tried to break out but had been driven 
; lf °f ’ iW then suddenly the animal’s head and 
fk, ‘ appeared from Mm.4 ta* close to me. 

mrs T butIfired ®^ 

He “* ol „, expected to see him eommg through 

the smoke; hut, "he" the a,t r '““d the peuther 
the sme > 0U the ground i n it* /1 xl 

Hereupon the valiant shikari Huttoo^ 

throe • , )0 belabour the dying benst - xl au 

S Thf buckshot, tired at a distance of ^ his 

“ris, had proved most effects and d ^ 

panther on the spot. And so the beast p ai( , * ' 6 
penalty of his crimes, even after the l apse 
months from the tunc when I had first set 

his spotted skin. eyes ™ 

|„ October 1894 I spent son , e 

Poona, a l'>e“ nt St *T\ ,Uul «■» best 


little time 


Bombay Presidency. It boasts a club that 


m 


in 

the 


Bombay ' . T r. ™at is, i. 

believe, unsurpassed by any 111 India; and as there 
arc a l s o a Gymkhana and a boating-club, there is no 


iS 


<h 
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lack of amusement. The boating on the river is 
delightful, and when on the stream one could almost 
imagine oneself on an English river, for the land¬ 
scape, the green meadows On the banks, and groves 
of trees do not present such a tropical appearance 
as most Indian rivers. The cantonment is fairly 
healthy, and the climate is pleasant during the 
rainy season, but, as in most of our large stations, 
typhoid fever is generally very prevalent among the 
troops. 

In November 1894 we marched to Beder, in a 


southerly direction towards Hyderabad, to take part 
in a camp of exercise there. The march was through 
a most uninteresting country, nor was there much 
sport obtainable in the part through which we 
marched. Beder is situated on high ground near 
the bank of the Manjera River, a considerable 
tributary of the Godavery. It was formerly the 
capital of the Bahmani dynasty, which came to an 
cm) in the sixteenth century. It comprises, besides 
the cty, a great hastened fort overlooking the 
plains, and now m a dilapidated condition 
formerly have boon • on ‘ B must 

... rnstygun „f ' *o U gl.oM, and 

strength, hi “ » fr pristine 

mficance, celebrated , of com P ara tive insig- 
historical associations ' l0r lts met; al-ware and 

Whilst we were on hi 

fisii called a murrcl] \ - ^ niar< ^ ^ l om Beder a large 

cutting open the fi- j, 88 Cau 8ht \ n Khair River. On 
long was found entir* ^ SQa ^ e a ^ )ou t eighteen inches 
very voracious 1,1 ^ stomach. These fish are 
seen them take st' ^ ^ ^ lavc on two occasions 

had been shot and had 


misT^ 
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fallen into the water in the lake at Hingoli. This 
must have been a very large fish to swallow the long 
bills, feathers ancl all. We tried to catch him with 
a hook and line, and a swallow for bait, but the 
murrell was too canning for us, and would not be 
caught. 
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BISON-SHOOTING 


The Melghat revisited — Drive of One hundred and twenty Miles— 
Narnala Fort — Camp at Pirkhera — Jungle Sounds — Fine Prospect 
— A Bull Bison — Wild Dogs — A Herd of Bison — Death of the Bull 
A Tigress— A Midnight Vigil — The Construction of a Maelinn — 
Animal Life at Sunset — Night in the Jangle — Reflections — A Bison 
l>y Night— Dawn—Leopard and Hyena—Hyena killed—On the 
Track of the Bull—Wounded and Lost— A Jet-black Bull— 
Another Bison— Wounded—On the Blood-trail—Sambhur—A 
Family of Bears. 


After my long absence from India, entailing an 
almost total deprivation of all sport, 1 was naturally 
anxious to visit the jungles again as soon as possible 
So, having obtained a fortnight's leave, and not 
known, g the country in the vicinity of Hingoli J 

drawn by a ^ t ' V0 ') v]leelecl cart 

evening, I arrived next^ ^ °’ clock in the 
miles off, the chief t m ° rn . m S at Akola, eighty 
halting here an hour f^I 1 ° f Easfc Berar - After 
bullock-cart forty j^ji 01 )rea kfast, I drove on in a 
a prosperous town in ^^hward through Akotc, 
iug district, to the f 0( l! ni,lk ^ e the cotton-groAV- 
my pony awaited m ^°, ° f tIje Satpura lulls. Here 
moonlight, for nirdn ^ r °de U P the hills by 
* la ^ 2g already fallen. On the 
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heights where 1 rested was the old fort of Narnala, 
something like that of Gawilgarh, near Ellichpur, 
described in a previous chapter. The fort, which 
was in ruins, was entered by a fine and massive 
irateway, and it. contained a tank and a small 
bungalow, furnished by the civil authorities, where 
I passed the night. It was bright moonlight, almost 
like the light of day, and the deep shadows and 
fantastic shapes formed by the grey ruins might in 
imagination be peopled with the shades of the long- 
forontten dead, the warriors who once lived in this 
° 1 1/1 nnrl by force of arms levied contributions 

S 'ti- ofU.eic^v.neyofBe,, 

Vt m"'lit my bed was placed 111 the open, as it 
. lint to sleep inside, and when going to rest 
was too not ^ ^ a deadly species of bait, 

\ r* It U As .ny feet were bare, it wonli 

tove &»a badly “ e h * d 1 «* se “ the snake 

” ‘if Ben' hfd’rre^ 1 ™ wi ‘ U belong^ 

l L made .rraag-XMito with the villager “d 
tat of Hm W"s to come at daybreak and '* 
innts and other g°°d‘ s across a broad valW b 

with these forests, *heie years before 1 had spent 

some very pleasant days. Hie rustling of the wind 

among the trees; the scent of the blossoms of the 

\ 

0 ' 
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mohwa-tree; the short, sharp bark of the khakur, 
and the call of tlie jungle-fowl and pea-fowl,—all these 
struck upon the chord of memory, and brought back 
thoughts of bygone days, whilst they inspired hope of 
sport for the present expedition. Although scorching 
hot down in the plains, up here on the plateau a 
pleasant breeze was always blowing, rendering it com- 
paratfv ely cool at night and in the early morning. 

On ,inning at Pirkhera, I walked about half a 
nt.iu into the forest to some higher ground, 

r’T, ” .*•* ™ 1* obtained of deep, 

breed basin formed by tbc A small samblmv 

stag stood on the mountain-side for some moments 
staring at me, and then dashed into a neighbouring 
copse ; a khakur ran harking in alarm up the slope"; 
and when we reached the summit a fine prospect lay 
at our feet. There below us was waving grass, and 
sparse jungle, and thick gloomy forest; there were 
deep nullahs and open glades, and great giant 
banyans, and sweet-smelling mohwa-trees ; and on 
one small hillock a big black bison was croppinw the 

gras. As we watched him with eager eyl 
moved slowly on ° 1Je 

which lie pMentlr d T tillck i u "SH i**> 
intention of ] yin , “‘ 1>pe “ rcd ' a°ul.tlcss with the 

for the sun was V! i" k !° Se se d ues ^ered shades, 

ground. ^ eating fiercely on the open 

I hurried down in L 

the craclding of tj l(3 ?^ es 0 gating a shot, hut 
rendered silent still-- ' ^ak kaves underfoot 
heard us coming, nnd'^f * m P oss ible. The bison 
the forest, without (,-j v j * u(o thickest of 

d lls a chance even of seeing 
across to a rocky 


him again. We tho»» * US a <: lai] 

1(3,1 Pandered a 


mi$r#y 
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nullah, where some few pools of water still remained 
under the shade of the overhanging trees. Here we 
found the footmarks of a tigress in the soft mud 
on the brink of one of the pools, where she had 
evidently been to slake her thirst during the night. 
Having instructed my men to tie up a young buffalo 
here in the evening, I returned to camp to rest 
during the heat of the day. 

In the afternoon we went out again to look for 
the bison we had already seen, and were not long 
in finding him. But he saw us at the same time, 
and in a moment disappeared behind the crest of a 
hill. 1 ran to the top, but was only in time to leni 
him breaking his way through the thickly-wooded 
ravine below We then made a long detour, and 

late in the evening saw a u isuu, j 

bolted on seeing us, at a distance of a couple of 
hundred yards. I ran about half a male up and 
• down hill to cut him oft, and suddenly saw him 
standing in « deep, ravine only fifty yards below me ; 
but as only his haunches were- visible from behind 
the trees, I did not fire at lmn, and he was S00 n 
out of sight. This was hard luck ; and this bison J 
for it was no doubt the same one all throng 
.still destined to lead me a very long- chase, for he 
. « an "exceedingly — g W 8t , aIul ^ VjV* 
been hunted before. ) 

The second day was uneventful. Wo „ 

kliak „r ami sambhur bi„ ds , „„ ^ 

at, although we explored a great deal of very Hkely- 
looking country. One khakur was barking most voci¬ 
ferously itt the valley below, and, on going to find 
out the cause of Ids excitement, we found tracks of a 

<r\CA 

Q 7 ' 
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er which had evidently passed by. In the even¬ 
ing I put up a pack of wild dogs in thick jungle, 
but unfortunately could not get a shot at the 
vermin, which should be killed whenever oppor¬ 
tunity offers. 

Next day the sun was already appearing behind 
the hills when we left camp. At about seven o’clock 
I was going along a nullah, when a bison ran out of 
some long grass above me and rushed over the 
ridge. As he was end -011 to me all the way, I 
could not get a shot, for my only weapon was a 
•500 express rifle, and a bullet from such a small 
bore would be ineffective except for a broadside shot. 
1 thought this bison was our old friend again, and, 
following as fast as possible, arrived breathless at 
the top, but could see nothing. 1 then started track¬ 
ing, and in a few minutes my men came up, when 
suddenly there was a crashing noise in the nullah 
below, and a whole herd of bison broke through the 
jungle. It ^ useless to flie, as tire ball coufd not 
l.c distinguished, and m fact we could on ] y ,, ltc] , ’ ‘ 

szzz:.£££ 

chestnut colour, left the imlijli'I their Iight 
hundred yard "if S "" " P a 11111 
down to a Walk, and I - \ '° y soon slowed- 

animals with interest a* WatC ^ ed t,u ‘ m ag&ificeht 

hill-side, occasionally 1 S f 1< ’ 7WGUnd alon g the open 

clump of trees, or in tl, (l in tlle ' shilde of a 

1’hc remainder 0 f thV l ° W ^ ljy the llills - 
animals, including her 4 consisting of four 

which wound a long w .’ ^ °n down the nullah, 
soon disappeared, and ] Z r ° Uud a great hill. They 

H11 conceived the idea of 
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scaling the hill, on the chance of cutting them off on 
the far side. It was hard work, but in an hour we 
had reached the top and crossed the plateau to the 
other side. T sat down on the hill-side, and then 
saw four bison slowly emerge from the jungle, and 
come to a standstill in an open glade some two 
hundred yards off. It was a long shot, but the 
animals had already been alarmed, and it appeared 
to be my only chance. The bull came last. He 
Avas conspicuous by his shape and colour, eA r en at 
that distance. Taking a steady aim, I fired, and 
they all Avent off at the shot, but only three ap¬ 
peared in the distance, so Ave knew that my animal 
was down. In a few moments J sighted him stand¬ 
ing in a clump of trees, only about thirty paces from 
the place where he was hit. I hurried down, but he 
made off through the long grass. I here was no 
blood, but tracking was easy, and before long I came 
suddenly upon him not more than ten yards off, 
facing me and looking very fierce. 

fie seemed to be about to charge, but his great 
heart failed him ; another bullet behind the shoulder 
close to the first one knocked him over, and he f dl 
with a crash against a clump of bamboos and tl ° 
died. He was a noble creature, and it ' Sopn ? 
pity to have slam such a harmless an 1 i 
animal, but in his death the dream 7'“ 

realised: «d «■» »»*'** mo ^ 

,vos a line bull, and ‘t w, s all ^ four ^ ^ 
do to carry the head Jung on a pole to my camp 
whilst a number of men were occupied for six hours 
j„ taking off the skin and head. 

On arriving in camp we received news that the 
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tigress had killed my buffalo; two men, who had 
been sent to the place in the morning, reported that 
the tigress roared at them, so they naturally bolted. 
It was now mid-day: no beaters could be collected, 
for the Village of Pirkhera contained only four men, 
including the wrinkled old shikari, who had been 
guiding me about his native wilds in search of game, 
and there were no other people for many miles 
around. I decided that the only thing to be done 
was to construct a platform, or machan, in a tree 
over the kill, and wait for a chance shot at the 
animal should she return in the evening to regale 
herself a second time on the carcase of her victim. 
If she did not come bpfore sunset I might get a shot 
later on, for the moon would rise about an hour 
after dusk. To get a shot when sitting up over a 
kill is not a vei*y sporting method of bringing one’s 
game to bag, and is especially repugnant to most 
Europeans, because it is the plan usually resorted to 
by native shikaris. ]n this case, however ] could 
promise myself an interesting vigil, eye„ if the 
tigress should not put in 

jungle teemed with animal life and T'"”' TJ ' e 

that many creatures would appear i„ the 

the solitary glen where fl ° evenm g ia 

Jay, as it contained the onl ° f ^ 

round, and in the hot - ^ ' Vuter fof some distance 
congregates near water ^ ^ t,ie of tlle jungle 
In constructing a m , 

observe is comfort • W ; a<? <Cm ’ tlle S reat thing to 

... 9 1U * in An ° 


> j ^ - 0 

it is impossible to mainptjv unc °mfortable position 
sary to success i n this I*;, i V Crfect quiet neces- 

moting. In the 
sound puts wild 


penect quiet neces- 
depths of the forest ti ^ s h°°ting. in the 

e lightest 
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animals on the alert, and leads to the discovery of 
the dangerous intruder in their haunts. Therefore 
I obtained the largest charpoy, or native wooden 
cot, that could be procured in the village, and had 
it furnished with my cork mattress, blanket, and 
pillow, anti securely bound to a large tree about 
twenty fees over the kill, and surrounded by a 
screen of branches to conceal me from view. 

By four o’clock in the afternoon all was ready, 
and an hour before sunset I clambered up to my 
perch, taking my rifle and a leathern bottle of water, 
and settled down to pass twelve hours in the tree, 
although without much hope of seeing the tigress, 
as she had been disturbed in the morning. I sent 
all my men back to camp, and thus remained alone 
in the solitude of the woods; for it is a great 
mistake to keep a native with one on these occa- 
sions—he is sure to cough or move at a critical 
moment, and frighten away the game 

Gradually the sun sank towards the forest-clad 
ridge that bounded the western edge of tli c rd cn 
The wild animals of the valley began to move • fl,' 
birds awoke from their mid-day siesta, and n ’ T 
sun disappeared 1 heard creatures patterhm- n i 
among the dead leaves w.th Which the o VO m.f 
strewn. A great grey mong„ ose ^ ww 

and feet came up the nullah to drink ■ f 6 

fowl commenced to move i n a neiohlinm J , U " gI °' 

lod a cock crew loudly fr„ m thefe« ***. 

defiantly replied to by another that scom „i 
louder still. Ihen some pea-fowl 
o-ortreous cock walking proudly 

hens. 


came 
with a 


forth, 

bevy 


a 

>f 
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It was now the witching hour, when the tigress 
might be expected. The kill had not been visited by 
vultures, which work by sight, and probably in this 
deep and remote ravine it had been concealed from 
their view. A solitary crow pecked at the buffalo’s 
head. The stench arising from the carcase was not 
pleasant, but it had to be put up with, and I was 
becoming used to it. Suddenly there was a movement 
among tbe bushes above the pool. Was the tigress 
coming 1 Iler tracks led in the opposite direction, but 
ic might have made a detour. A heavy animal was 
evidently approaching, and the pea-fowl disappeared 

<l . S 1 mA p c ‘ ^ icn an u gly great hyena came to 
the water, drank, and was approaching the kill when 
I threw at him one of the stones with which my 
pocket was provided to drive off such vermin He 
looked up when the missile fell near him, and then 
ra „ off m the direction whence he came. Suddenly 

0 ur ,alM a ' wut a ^“dred yards down the 

; l ," lla S °°!' r nftcr "' orfs a sambhnr called from 
the lull-side. No doubt the tioress was ,W t 

those sounds were unmistakable evidence of if 
proximity of a hen of * T ience ot the 

and peered into the >" f ^ 1 * Ias P ed ra y rifle 
catlike form; v' No sign of 

beast must have steal % tread! The 

soon afterwards a j.i < .‘ UI,SC suspect something; 
long way off, and I MUl barke(1 continuously a 
a.?. eause ’U' luiled that if the tigress 

th » »lam, she was taking her 

: sun now diet 
iffused light in I 

>'len all soon became • track > ancl in this dark 

1,lv isiblc and quiet, for the 


was the 
departure. 


TJie 


faint diffused light h, ) Ls,l PP ear ed, leaving only a 
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animals “one by one crept silently to rest.” The 
shadows disappeared, and everything was lost in the 
dusk of night. I leant back in my machan and 
looked out into the gloom, trying in vain to pierce 
the murky depths, and listening intently for the 
approach of the expected tigress. But no sound 
save the whirr cf insect wings stirred the silent 
watches of the night. The moon rose and gleamed 
across the water like a ray of hope, shedding its rays 
on the surrounding scene, lighting up the silent pool 
and the remains of the unfortunate buffalo : but still 
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no tigress came. 


hills : d«i «th 


And then I became somewhat tired of my long 
Vigil and took to dreaming and star-gazing. The 
lonely night in the solitude of the forest, beneath 
the deep blue sky studded with stars, and the pale 
moon floating in the infinite distance Ion itself to 
soliloquy. AH was silent save fm the whirr of 
countless insect wings, causing that continuous 
screech which only seems to deepen the silence of 

a TlookS'out at the moonlit 
spectral trees, and gazed up at the myriad stars m 
their courses, and wondered at the absurd presunm 
tion of our forefathers, w 10 vamly imagined tlf 

those bright orbs, floating eternally serene I f 
dark vault above, influenced the ephemeral 1 ! 

us human beings in tins little world, who would? 
away into the Great ^Hence leaving Uo trace, whilst 

those bright luminaries would shine on through the 
countless ages to come. 

But I was rudely awakened from my dreams by 
a crashing noise in the jungle behind me, as of some 
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great creature breaking through the forest. Alert 
in an instant, I turned my head slowly towards the 
approaching sound, and saw a great bison emerge 
from the gloom of the forest. And even as he 
stepped forth from the shadows he halted and faced 
me, snorting affrightedly or angrily, and appearing 
to be of colossal proportions in the bright moonlight. 
I turned slowly round to get a shot at him, but 
lie heard or saw the movement, and dashed back 
into the forest. There he stopped for some time ill 
a thicket not fur off, snorting and pawing up the 
ground in his rage, but be did not come near the 
water again. Bison have very keen scent, and on this 
occasion the animal doubtless either scented me or 
the kill. I doubt, however, if the latter would have 
frightened him, for a live buffalo would not do so. 
A friend of mine told me of a curious incident that 
occurred in the Kinwat Forest Reserve, where one 
of the buffaloes he had tied up for a tiger was gored 
to death by a ball bison that happened to come 
across the unfortunate creature. The moon was 

D0W t,ght simmg brightly do,™ „„ 2 

noisome carcase that lay below, and on the pooT 

there -tilf some hop? '' a5 \ tl,lCC 0clock ’ and 

But I was doomed to r. 1 the tlgress comin g- 

came nearer than i « 1 appointment, for she never 
clown the nullah, wh^ S ° m ° ^ ree lmndred yards 
were found by t] M , ' Cre ll , exfc mor ning her tracks 

must have alarmed ti? ?' S CC ^ ge ’ and w ^ cre she 
evening. ’hakur that barked in the 

At five o’clock th e ]■ 1 

of day began to appear 
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in the east, outlining the dark trees of the gloomy 
forest, and gradually spreading over the vault of 
heaven. The moon had already sunk, and the stars 
now paled and disappeared, whilst the rising sun 
dispersed the nocturnal vapours that had gathered 
in the glen, lhen my men arrived, bringing re¬ 
freshments, and we at once started oft’ in pursuit of 
the bison that had visited me during the night, 
wdiich we decided must be the one we had already 
met with thrice on the first day. The Korkus with 
me knew the jungle well, and could point out the 
best places for game, but they were not good 
trackers; so w r e lost the trail, and returned to camp 
bv middav without further adventure. 


_a deed ne accuiup«»''», LO ms own satis¬ 



faction. 
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Next day we started with a fixed determination 
of coming to terms with the solitary hull bison 
which I had now seen four times. That animal 
haunted me, and disturbed my slumbers by night. 

We left camp at five o’clock in the morning, and 
traversed the crests of the hills surrounding the 
wooded basin already mentioned. The sun rose and 
shone on the distant peaks, and gradually the warm 
rays dissipated the night mists that had gathered in 
the valleys. We descended from the hills, and were 
walking along, keeping a sharp look-out, when one 
° my men pointed out the bison about four hundred 
yards oft’, where he was sitting on the side of a hill, 
and looking in our • direction. After a short con¬ 
ference, it was decided that 1 should try and get 
above him, making a long detour round the hills, 
whilst one of the men remained to watch the hull in 
case he should move off. 



The ground looked V 

hdll-side was very eteen a ^ >Ura ^ e ^ or diking * the 


to he sparsely scattered 
dry leaves. My hopes’ 


a: reel ftn 

,. ’ kere should not be many 
PCS ro * Wgh. Was this Dobio 
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come 


beast, now viewed for the fifth time, after defyi 
all my efforts to approach him, at last to cm 
within range of my rifle ? 

1 descended to the valley, and with difficulty 
scaled the hill-side, treading carefully, for the dry 
teak-leaves lay more thickly on the ground than we 
had expected. 

The bison could now be seen about a hundred 
yards off, but he was looking at me. Suddenly he 
jumped up and made for the top of the hill, but 
paused for a moment on the summit to look back, 
and stood half-facing me. That moment scaled his 
fate • but it was impossible to see where the Imllct 
struck him, ami I gave him the sccoml barrel as he 
topped the erest of the lull. On arriving at the top 
I saw the bison toiling along some distance ahead, 
evidently hard hit, with Ins hauml.cs covered with 
blood—the result, no doubt of ">y second shot, 
f„ the first one, which had brought him to his 
knees, had struck him someiil.eie about the chest 
redder. No Mood reached the ground. But. 

finally I nearly «",o «P mtb the . ,50UI >ded ani mal 
at the end of the hill, when he plunged down int ‘ 

a thickly-wooded ravine. 

J waited on the summit of the lull, thinking 1 
would emerge on the other side; but ° 16 

moments saw a bison walking on the side V f* 

on the other side of a broad, dry Watercourse • ” * 

an d this seemed almost impossible. This, however,’ 
did not strike me at the time, and I at once jumped 

- 6 \V\ 
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to the conclusion that he was the same, without 
taking into consideration the short time that had 
elapsed between my losing sight of the wounded 
one and seeing this one. 

We gave chase. We followed that bison for 
over an hour, partly by tracking, and twice catching 
a glimpse of him. Then we concluded that it was 
a fresh animal. My guide was convinced on this 
point, and declared that this new bison was the 
argev of the two. Back we hurried, but could not 
find the wounded one; and to this day I am 
not satisfied as to whether there were two bulls or 
only one I have no doubt my bison was mortally 
wounded. There wag much blood on him, and we 

would have assuredly found him with the assistance 
of good trackers. 

All this had been a l„„ g day's work, and wo 
started back to camp in the afternoon On the w 
hack, we were going through some thick ilu JT 

when an immense jet- black hull woll-ri i , J °’ 

“ *»“ f « I miglit t 'tl yaC1 ° SS 

shot hut did not Wish to ™ "““rtain 

followed „ short d r“ d '««• We 

and dashed off an< i ’ t’ HtC ' ' ut ^ lc ^■ li| ll heard us 
■Tost then a small Jri*" ‘ 00 we8I 7 *° give chase.' 

tr “ “'«t a hundred , T, f UK,i “S “nder a 
worth shooting. , t ds . <*; hit he was not 
auived in camp We . ° 111 * 10 a fternoon when 
been many hours on fj , foot80ve > for we had 
such rough ground that fi" 1 '' ° l a sun, over 

off my boots, and f 01 . tJ , sole « were quite worn 
callv bare looted. ^ e w miles I was practi- 

Next morning We 

Wenfc out to look for the 
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wounded bison. On the way to the place where 
he had last been seen, we saw a bull lying prone 
under a tree, and at first thought he was dead; 
but, looking through my binoculars, I saw him flick 
his tail, so started to stalk him. I arrived within 
thirty yards, when the great beast jumped up and 
stood facing me, and presenting a somewhat imposing 
appearance. A bullet an the chest made him turn, 
and another was fired as he bolted; but this last 
was apparently diverted from its course, as there 
were many branches between us. This was a new 
bison, of a darker colour than the one wounded the 
previous day, but not equal in size to the black one. 
We followed his tracks for over two miles, finding 
blood in small quantities smeared on the grass. 

I thought, and hoped, he was only sightly wounded ; 
at any rate he was going very strong over bad 

ground, across nullahs and up and down hill. After 
another two miles, we saw from the tracks that the 
bull had been joined by two other bison, and w e 
never saw him again. 1 then went to look f or the 
one first wounded; but we toiled all day in J* 
and in the evening returned to camp. * m > 

Doubtless, good trackers would have o-j V m 1 
results during this expedition. After hi i- ^ 
failure, I resolved to fire at no more bison 
they offered a fair broadside s l 10t f " U Unlesa 

express rifle « -* -icic 11% ^ ^ ™ 

game. Much has been said regarding the felJty 
of the bison, but in my expenence they are very 
m ild-tempered animals to encounter; and sportsmen 
who have written regarding their fierceness and the 
danger of hunting them have doubtless made the 



TROPICS AND SNOWS 


<SL 


most of their imposing appearance and occasional 
blind rushes. 

Next day I fired at a small stag sambhur, but 
missed him. It was a difficult shot, as only his 
head and neck were visible about a hundred and 
fifty yards off. I saw many stags during this 
expedition, but, with the exception of this one, all 
bad cast their horns. As a general rule, sambhur 
appear to slied their horns by the end of March, 
a though doubtless some few retain them all the 
year round. The antlers appear to be fully de¬ 
veloped again by the middle of October. 

On my last evening a piece of good luck brought 
the expedition to a close. We were walking along 
a hill, when we heard some bears on the slope below 
Descending the hill in the direction of the sounds' 
1 came upon three of these animals, playing 0 r 
fighting within a few yards of me. Two dimmed 
dead to a right and a left, but the third escaped 
into thick jungle before I could reload 1 

bagga^do d vI\ 0 ha r g l CO,leCted mCD t0 ca "7 -7 

hills; and 1 ^ deSCended fr °m the 

black buck en rout,l' T 'i t0 shootin S some 
to Hingoli. an< t,lcnce ^turned by tonga 
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Expedition after Tigers — Decrease of Game — Habitat of Animals— 
Nature of the Tiger—The Dangers of Tiger-shooting—Wounded 
Tigers— The Mahore Jungles— Virgin Ground — Camp at Kupti— 
My Shikaris — Bhima the Bliil — Work of Shikaris—Nuttoo Shikari 
— Chunder—The Pein Gunga— Haunts of Tigers— Sheik Farid’s 
Ziarat —A necessary Ceremony— A Midnight 1 raged} Death or a 

Tigress — Tiger killed in Chichkora-Tigers and P^cupm^-A 
xj. i T - . r ii Jungle — Sacrifices to the Jungle 

Hindu Shrine—Denizens of tl t S Xullah-Spotted 

Gods-Blue Bull shofr-Tiger killed ^ of ^ Fore#( ._ 

Deer — The Charm of t 1L ^ ' Bin pty Beat—Escape of a Tiger 
Cunning Tigers—Ganeshpur ju t]u , Beat _The Tiger again— 
near Lhona— Sunstroke b Lhona Tiger-March to Dhygaon— 
Marked down—Death ^ „.„ un ,led at Pipn—Panther killed— 
Tiger shot at C— - ” MoVC to Burgaon— A Cannibal Tieer 

Following a wounded t *o c 
_ Recalled to HingoB- 

It was not until March 1895 that I was a y e ^ 
make an organised expe .' ““ " ftCT tigers, when, 
having obtained »vcrd weeks leave, I started to 
explore the jungles m the valley of tl,e p ein Qm “ 
In these days w hen '> cra,sta n%-growi ug aetwo ° ti ; 

0 f railways «e spreatl over the land, the wild W* 

that formerly abounded m most parts of India are 
not. ns numerous as >o> «ed to bo, and the sports¬ 
man has nowadays to O o far search of game, 
whilst large bags of tigeis are seldom made. In 
addition to the iron roam, an increasing population, 
demanding an increased area of cultivation, has 
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further tended to drive the denizens of the jungles 
from their former haunts, and to confine them to 
limited regions where there still remains sufficient 
forest for their wanderings. It must not, however, 
be supposed that dense forests but seldom trodden 
by human footsteps are the most favourable to the 
well-being and increase of the ferae. naturae. In such 
secluded spots, indeed, the bison and elephant love 
to roam, far from the haunts of man, where no 
sounds save those of nature strike upon the ear, 

solitudes 0 can wan der in peace over untrodden 


vitorTr ! l ' C ^ Cei tllC antelo P e prefer more eulti- 
vated regions—the former generally aboundim- i„ 

forests bordering on fields whose crops tl,ey°can 

ravage at night, whilst the antelope frequent the 

ei.lt,rated plain. Consequently, the great beasts of 

j, oy follow their game to the borderlands of th 

“ “l S t h t n,aU - f ' Vl,e 7 ™„c to £ 

village, t/,c. Hv r r i ? i,erjs in “ ,i j "fc 

peculiarly Ld ^ h ° f *• »~n is 

”o villages ° ° f ^ “«•' 

bills, and perenni t “ ,lbu,lr, ™« ! 1 »»d wooded 
green bushes that ff over S row o with ever- 
the day, ’ nr< e0 °l shade in the heat of 

W;"S^ T°"“‘ ° f ' ioer-shooting in the 
have no very "'V be gg V stating that 1 

relate. With all t| H , hairbreadth escapes to 
f |: '■ rocity «-n M j ^ )at surr ounds him, 

invested, and {]„, ^ ^ 1 ;v dh which his nature is 
tlierne of most tig er ,! lr °. vv esc apes that form the 
' St0l ‘ies, it cannot be said that 
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the pursuit of the striped feline generally involves 
any great danger. On the contrary, from his safe 
perch on a tree or on the back of an elephant, the 
sportsman usually slays his tiger with an easy shot 
at a few yards distance, without exposing himself 
to peril. I have known some sportsmen aver that 
they have shot many tigers on foot, and one Indian 
official informed me that he had killed eighty in 
this fashion. But such statements are to be received 
with caution; not that there is necessarily any great 
danger incurred in shooting tigers in this manner, 
but, at any rate on the ground over which I have 
shot, such a method of procedure would generally 
be impossible. A tiger seldom looks up in the 
trees, but lie sees well ahead of him, and a man 
standing on the ground would seldom obtain a fail- 
shot, even if he saw the tiger at all before it per¬ 
ceived him; for there are not often convenient 
trees or other places where the sportsman can 
remain in ambush until his game arrives upon the 


scene. 


ae. 

Nevertheless, as in the hunting of all dano-er 
animals, there must at times arise occasion - r 
danger, when the sportsman must take hk Ve ° 
one hand and his rifle in the other, although* V* 
rule, there is less danger m shooting a ti™ ’ li a 
in encountering a crusty-tempered "bear on fooT 
But, however careful a sportsman may be n ’ 
mast be times wbea a wou tttW tigel . w > t( /<« 
followed up on toot, or an uuwoundod one, met 
with accidentally perhaps at a. few yards distance, 
has to be shot in the same manner. For, although 
much has been said of the foolhardiness of following 
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ounded tigers on loot, L do not see liow other 
wise they are to be brought to bag, and the so- 
called sportsman who has no stomach for such an 
undertaking should not (VO t,iap.i*-shnnt,in<r [ have 


called sportsman who has no stomach for 
undertaking should not go tiger-shooting. 1 have 
heard of a wounded tiger, thus left in the jungle, 
killing two unfortunate herd-boys who happened to 
pass by. For, although it is an error to suppose 
that a tiger when met with will attack at once, he 
, eco ™ CH when wounded the most dangerous and 
p 1 -' V 1Xatur ’ c t j lc world; his charge is then 
apnroacl ^ ^ an > r living thing that 

to meet 10 \v’rl lm t has only once been my fortune 

itw , T? a " u “T mded “s 01 ' 

although I have murdered over a large extent of 
country mfested by these animals. But the til 
has a great dread of man, and avoids him iustim 
lively, and therefore conceals himself im m ‘dh "m 
on the approach of a human beino ““Stately 

On 15th March I drove m,f % n * 
rough road, travelling in a bullo / ^ mi 08 ° Ver a 

‘O'™ eastern confincs'ofBonr K !° “ 'T 

at daybreak I ro( ] p . , ' iNexfc morning 

and encamped at tiir * -i. C< T trj tw enty-two miles 
* *> Peii ItZ ”*«"**&•<*** far hank 
the shadoof. « , teuts ^re pitched 

The snrroumliu &e ba “fe> trea 

Lahore district, ' verc situated in the 

6 , tnnds the fot „f of the hill 0 „ rvhieh 

sl, °* on ! intervals T° mm> - T % We been 
to be infested by ti 01 “*»y years, but continue 

* "If wb * k ocps „„ f al 'o« is the residence of 
1 I'fo'-o of :, ,t which, together with 

18 accounted sacred by 
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After leaving Mahore I passed to another district 
that had hitherto been unvisited by European sports¬ 
men. There are still some considerable tracts of 
jungle in India that arc virgin ground to the sports¬ 
man. I or most men .appear to follow year after 
year in the beaten tracks, where there is a certainty 
of finding some game, although not a great quantity. 
Personally, I prefer to strike out a new line for my¬ 
self, and explore fresh country, where, even if one 
does not find much game, there is always something 
new and interesting to be discovered. This system 
involves more labour, which only adds a zest to the 
sport. For the country is new both to the sports¬ 
man and his shikaris. The natives inhabiting it 
have not been used to hunting tigers, and uie not 
trained as beaters, like those in the well-known 
tracts which have been visited by generations of 
sportsmen. The haunts of the tigers have to lie 
discovered, and the beats on new ground arranged. 
But'all those difficulties only enhance the sport, 
which is not reduced to a move mechanical operation' 
as it is on the well-known skooting-g roilnds p ' ’ 
such frequented spots the exact haunts and ledvife v 
the tigers are known The viUag eK have J**- 

driven out many of these 1 leasts in the s mm i * 

year after year, for the. haunt of a tio Pr a 
vacant. The shikaris know the Cc t T “ g 
animal will in all 1-oUUi* ta k £ 
sportsman has to do is to take up his position i„ 
the usual tree fiom winch many tigers have been 
shot, and to pull the trigger when the beast is 
driven by. At Kupti 1 was met by my shikaris 
Bhi'nia, Chunder, and Nuttoo, who deserve more than 

t_ A 
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a passing nunw jhw - — — 

history, in which they are much concerned. Bliima 
was a fine old Bliil, of lofty stature. He does not 
reside with me, but lives here in his village of 
Kupti, where he tills his fields, and is said to occupy 
his leisure moments in committing dacoities or 
robberies in the surrounding country. Certainly 
be is a great rascal, but none the less useful when 
lie accompanies me every hot weather in pursuit of 
tigers; for be is skilled in jungle-lore, and in the 
wajs of the beasts, which never succeed in breaking 
out of a beat arranged by him. Indeed, if a tiger is 
marked down, and Bhima the Bliil is on the spot, 
the tiger is as good as dead. The other men do 
not like him, for he is grasping and overbearing, 
and they accuse him of cowardice.. “ For,” say 
they, “when the Lhona tiger roared durum the 
beat, did not his heart turn to water, and did lie 


not seek refuge in the nearest tree?” Yet 


I 


Lhona 


tiger 


ki„nv that lie drove 01l tiat sa]I|( , 

just ahead of him with a flourish of his 8 poar"°.i 
a lieuLsnmn dn vpa ln*o # 

rinns tn ‘ ‘ ’ iee P’ ancl lle is always 


accompany me in pursuit of a wounded 


of bit 


anxious to 
I »east. 

When he meets me hr • 

black retainers. S(>1 18 accompanied by a horde 

his village, wJi 0 ° n lom ^ le inhabitants of 
in all things. ff (; j s S lea t-ly, and do his bidding 
ease in camp when an (j 11U w ^ at — prone to sit at 
so, and make his attei^] USe ° aU f° UUt I for doing 
work until the tiger j s f^ Ult m y rm idons do all the 
With a spear over his fhenheis unrivalled, 

sion of beaters to the U \ 01 ^ ie toads the proces- 

Ill( ’ Posts the stops, brings 
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The beat, arid invariably drives the tiger out at 
the right place. 

And after ii successful day he demands a goat, 
which is duly sacrificed, and the greater part of 
which he devours, throwing only the head and feet 
to his followers. The goat is washed down by 
copious libations of country spirituous liquor, so 
that Bhima is scarcely fit for work on the day 
following such midnight revelry. 

I think most sportsmen will acknowledge that a 
great deal of their success in shooting—at least in 
the case of dangerous game such as tigers and 
panthers—is due to their shikaris. It is impossible 
for the sportsman to do everything him,sell, am 
arrange all the details of the hunt, especially in the 
hot weather. It is a physical impossibility for one 
man to visit all likely places for tigers witlim a 
considerable distance, say, seven miles ol his camp ; 
to tie up buffaloes as bait in all favourable spots ; 
and then next day to go lound and see where 
kills have taken place, and be in time to arrange 
one or more beats loi the game. Therefore it is 
that one’s shikaris contribute to success by their 
knowledge of the country and of the 
habits, and, not least by their ability to extract 
from the inhabitants the information that thev al¬ 
so loth to give. yai ’° 

Many sportsmen indeed, confine their part of 
the operations to pulling the trigger when the tiger 
is driven past them, all the preparations beforehand 
being made by the shikaris. But this appears to 


me to reduce the sport to a mechanical operation ; 
whilst, to my mind, almost the best part of it is 
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the searching for the animal’s haunts, learning its 
habits, and arranging as far as possible the details 
of the hunt. The actual killing of the.beast is not 
generally difficult, nor does it require any great 
skill, or usually involve any great danger. 

One of my shikaris is old Nuttoo, who has been 
following his vocation for over forty years, and is 
now somewhat beyond his work. Although not 
gifted with much intelligence, he is honest,—a great 
point in his favour,—and he is brave to a fault, 
despising all wild beasts, and ready to confront the 
fiercest tiger with nothing but a stick in his hand, 
lie is more useful after small game than in pursuit 
ol tigers, and is never so happy as when up to his 
neck in a weed-choked pond with the duck falling 
all around him. Blear-eyed he is, and of unpre” 
possessing appearance, but strong and lusty, and 
able to trudge along all day in the hottest sun ' He 

“ U,t " ge m Cr t0 ° plUGky ’ and 1 h;ive frequently had 
to late lam severely for approaching tigers that 

^ot a mnthe <1C ] d ? ° n ° De oecasioi) > when I 
still straggltg’o^tu" ” P * b « it was 
it on the head “: th gr0U “ tl > and be g“» belabour 

'>7 » panther and r “ '“ 3 bcci ‘ 

encountered many (1 • Up ^ a 1 31 &> an d has 

numerous <*xi h- ( 1 it n . * '“-y ad ventures during liis 
" r .- • 0 the jungle. On one occa¬ 


sion .1 was caution,],. f„n "■ J “" 6 ' 
hy myself, as I thought a Wounded tiger, — 
upon the beast lyj, lfr ’ W * ,C11 suddenly I came 
fired, thinking no one J!'! * d °' Se me - I had just 
ugly face peered 0Ver <1S near > when old Nuttoo’s 
following silently a s ^ J °ulder. He had been 

^ ards behind to see tlie 
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sport, and also—so he said—to protect me. But it 
is doubtful if the only weapons he carried—an eiglit- 
foot spear and a long knife—would have been of 
much service in a tussle with the beast. 

He is much addicted to the use of drugs, 
and is fond of a pannikin of rum, and holds high 
revel in the night when a tiger is slain. 

My other shikari, Chunder, whose vocation is 
nominally that of a policeman, is younger and more 
energetic, and is one of the most intelligent natives 
I have met with. Although a man of humble calling 
and low caste, he possesses a great heart, and is 
honest and faithful to the master whose salt he eats. 
He it is who takes from me a route of the country it 
is proposed to traverse, and, accompanied b/ Nut too 
and Bhima the Bhil, sets forth early in the year to 
.rather information for the coming hot-weather 
expedition. He is able to write, and talks many 
languages, and has a persuasive way with the 
dwellers in the jungle ; so that he is able to fi nc } 
tlic haunts of the tigers in hitherto unvisited 
and to write down the names of vi u 
description of the supplies obtainable ° ' aUcl a 

He hunts up the local shikaris, and 0 -r 

services by a judicious distribution of ^ their 
smoothing away many difficulties and thus 

path of many obstacles that li e i’ n t] ' clean »g the 
hunter of big game. • ^ VVa y of the 

He is especially useful in a new ^ 
the people are wild, and fear to give assistance or 
lend their services to a white man, never bavin o- 
seen one. It was Chunder who tamed wild I„dm 
the Gond, a mighty hunter, who fled on my 
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approach, having heard that white men were much 
addicted to beating the natives. But the next year 
Indru was caught, and became one of my most de¬ 
voted followers after receiving a supply of tobacco, 
rum, and rupees. Chunder is not less plucky than 
Nuttoo, although not so foolhardy; whilst he is even 
more keen on sport, and is delighted when the time 
comes to start on our annual expedition in pursuit 
of tigers. 

He is, unlike most shikaris, very abstemious, 
and is not to be tempted by rum or any other 
li,|Uor, but is glad to receive a plug of his master’s 
tobacco. Nor is lie useful only in bis capacity as a 
shikari, but in the skinning of wild beasts and the 
preparation of their pelts he is unrivalled — a most 
useful accomplishment, and one that has secured the 
excellent preservation of some dozens of skins. My 
camp at Bhima’s village of Kupti in March 1895 
was pitched close to the river, whose stream, shvm.l, 
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ceremony had to be performed. On a rocky 
eminence at the head of this valley, overlooking the 
surrounding country, is a Mahomedan ziarat, or 
tomb. Thither I repaired with my shikaris, and 
there a goat was slain in the orthodox manner, and 
a feast provided, at my expense, for all my followers 
and some twenty or thirty poor people of the 
neighbouring villages. The goat’s throat was cut, 
and its blood was spilt on the rock above Sheik 
Farid’s tomb. Without this ceremony, my supersti¬ 
tious followers assured me, I would have no success 
in shooting. “For,” said they, “ had not two salubx 
been here a few days ago, and not seen the hair 
of a tiger, although they had beaten the whole 
jungle and burnt much of it? And "hy ecau.se 
Ly had neglected the sacrifice at Sheik hands 

ZiaV Atthe conclusion of the feast we descended to 
the valley, and tied up our buffaloes near pools of 
water on whose sandy margins could be seen the 
imprints of the paws of a large tigress, distinguish¬ 
able from the square footprints of a tiger by their 
more oval form. By the time all this was done it 
was getting late, and we reached camp after dark 
somewhat tired from our long day’s work, which 
had involved a tramp of many miles over rough 
ground. 

Next morning I went up tl,c ,»Uey s „ 0 „ after 
the sun rose, and found that one of the buffaloes had 
been killed and drag get into a thicket. A broken 
rope, a small pool of blood, and the trail of a heavy 
body through the grass,—these were the evidences 
f the tragedy that had taken place in the dead of 
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night. The power of the tigress was apparent from 
the fact that she had dragged her prey across a deep 
and broad ditch some six feet wide, with steep 
sides. 

Towards mid-day, beaters were collected, and I 
took up' a position some two hundred yards ahead 
of the kill. Whilst waiting for the game to come 
on, I found the scorching sun very trying, and the 
barrels of my rifle became so hot that it was difficult 
to bold them for any length of time. At length the 
beat commenced; the crowd of natives advanced, 
uttering loud cries and beating drums; a few pea¬ 
fowl flew by, and a small stag dashed out, stood for 
a moment close to me, and then plunged into the 
jungle. And then the tigress came rapidly, seem- 
ingly with sinuous movement, through the lorn-' 
grass. As she approached I fired, and she stumbled 
but, quickly recovering herself, turned into a water- 
course close by Following the cornc of the nullah 
found her dead about twenty yards off. The 

shot through let y r' S ot more aftcr being 

For sr U rt ° r lllD S S - 
anee. Day after dnv m ° 1<3 t *^ ere made tl}cir appear- 
surrounding country f ° t) aversec \ tJie w bole of the 
game, and towards th T' miles in sear °b of 

was killed in the ChicL 0 ** ° f th ® Week a buffalo 
from camp. The tirr'.^^ Valle y. about four miles 
a small nullah leading - *** dra ££ ed bis prey up 
had there devoured t£, ^ tllc main stream, and 
doubtless disturbed bim^? ater P art °* ifc ; but. we 

’ 0r be did not appear in 
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the beat. He was, however, a bold and voracious 
animal, for he returned that night and slew another 
buffalo. 

This time I approached the kill with more 
caution. A crow was cawing vociferously on a 
neighbouring branch, and a few vultures were 
perched on the surrounding trees in expectation of a 
least. By two o’clock some two hundred beaters 
were collected, and I took up my position in a 
tree overlooking a nullah, a short distance from the 
kill. At the first shout of the beaters an enormous 
tiger appeared, heavy with beef, walking lazily 
along in my direction. I fired too soon, and missed 
him, and he sprang forward with a roar so appalling 
that two small boys, perched on a tree not fai off, 
fell to the ground in terror. The next instant the 
tiger dropped dead, for my second bullet struck 
him on the point of his shoulder passed through 
the heart, and lodged under the skm on the other 
side. He was a huge beast, very heavy and fat, and 
was with difficulty carried on to the road, and thence 
conveyed to the camp m a bullock-cart. On the 
back of his neck were a number 0 f suppurating 
punctures, from which 1 alter wards extracted several 
broken porcupine epulis, Ligers and leopards seem 
to have rather a liking for porcupines, f or I have 
frequently found the quills of these animals em 
bedded in their paws. 

After this success, it was now the turn of the 
Hindus to offer up a sacrifice to their jungle god. 
A short distance up the valley of Chichkora, where I 
shot this tiger, beside the narrow track trodden by 
the feet of many wild animals, stands a humble 
17 
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indu shrine dedicated to the local deity, containing 
a red-painted stone, and having on its summit a 
ragged Hag fluttering in the breeze. To this sacred 
spot my men took a goat I gave them, and cut its 
throat with due ceremony, spilling a little blood in 
front of the dilapidated wooden structure that 
formed the sacred edifice. Here, too, they hung up 
a foot of the sacrificial goat, which was carried back 
to camp and devoured. The path in Chichkora was 
interesting to see in the early morning, for it was 
always imprinted with the marks of many wild 
animals. Daily I observed the tracks of a panther, 
two hyenas, a porcupine, some four-horned antelope, 
and many smaller ‘beasts, whilst sambhur and blue 
bull had crossed it in several places. Wild animals 
like to walk on a beaten track, and all these used 
lyass to and fro in the silent watches of the 

It is strange what great importance my shikaris 

Cel" f?r flce of • ** t0 tbe local godg S 
. ' 1 temly believed in the efficacy of the 

V «“ <W» for Z 

well 3upplie ( U it j' JU . eilt yasked for a goat evcn when 


incidence that such ZZ V ° & 8tran S e C0 ‘ 
hy success - a fact ,, fices were frequently followed 
belief of the men i„ th naturall 7 strengthened the 
.jungle deities. ** manner of propitiating the 
0n 0110 occasion 0 t ; n 

without killing i t . ,^''7 paSSed ( ' lose to a buffalo 
he Jiad walked up t ‘ 0 * l see from the tracks, 
wretched beiist, and a few yards of tlie 

unaccountable eircim ' kere looki 


king at it—a most 
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that the jungle gocl had forbidden the tiger to kill, 
and that a goat must be sacrificed to appease the 
deity. I was of opinion that the beast had been 
hunted before, and was cunning in liis generation, 
know ing the significance of a bufialo tied up by the 
leg. This tiger, however, proved to be a most blood¬ 
thirsty and rapacious animal. A goat was duly 
sacrificed, both Hindus and Mahomedans taking 
part in the heathen rites; and two days later the 
tiger killed the very buffalo at which he had turned 
up his nose, and followed this by killing four more 
before I brought him to bag. 

After staying a fortnight at Kupti I moved my 
camp to Singhi, ten miles farther down the river, 
and there killed a large blue bull, and beat out two 
panthers, but did not get a shot at them. Lhe blue 
bull is an antelope of bovine appearance, standing 
about fourteen hands at the withers He is not 
generally worth shooting, except for the sake of his 
beef, whilst the trophies he carries m the shape of 
ten-inch horns are insignificant. 

There being no tigers here, my camp was moved 
a few miles farther on to l anclri, and pitched 1 
some lofty trees on the margin of the river m +1 
border of the Kinwat Forest Reserve, from which H 
spotted deer came down in herds to drink ! 
morning and evening. Tigers were fairly numorn, 
a»d "’ere in the l.alnt of nightly patvoljg tto 
roads and the hanks o the stream, but they were 
difficult to mark down owing to the vast quantity of 
o-ame in the vicinity, which afforded them an easy 
prey. R was some days before one of my buffaloes 
was killed and the marauder brought to bag. When 
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driven from liis lair in the Dili nullah the tiger tried 
to break out to one side, but was driven back by a 
man who had been posted there for that purpose. 
He then trotted along towards me and sprang down 
into the dry bed of a watercourse a few yards off, 
where he stopped and turned his head, listening 
intently to the noise that pursued him. A bullet 
behind the shoulder caused him to spring forward 
with a roar, and another rolled him over. Still he 
attempted to rise, growling and gasping horribly the 
while, until another bullet terminated his troubles. 

1 his tiger died harder than they usually do. In 
spite of all that lias been said regarding the tenacity 
ot lile of the great cats, I have seldom experienced 
much difficulty in killing tigers. A bullet from a 
•500 express rifle, weighing 440 grains and propelled 
by five drams of powder, lodged in any part of a 
tiger’s body, except of course the extremities, is 
a most invariably fatal. If the tiger so wounded 
does not drop dead on the spot, he will not generally 
r ‘ U L™ 0 f C A an a hundred 7 ards before collapsing. 

luck for ti m f t,US last tlger 1 had a run of bad 
But ’the c,m„ ™ ld , not s,10w Selves, 
time the pursuit of d ' ^ ca8unt onc > and for a 
diversion from th P h!l deer afforded some 

In a way,the pursuit ofd^ f- 1 “P iacticable U S ers - 
the poetry of sport • 1 10 r or spotted deer, is 

is easy to bring to’b a( /° U f h thc § ame > if numerous, 
the most beautiful B( !^' ^ ut ^ ,en ^ takes one to 
broad rivers, where |) ^ ’ ^ ie park-like banks of 
and the ground i.s ( . ur " lIOes f° rm beautiful glades 

It is pleasant indco 1 ^ vcrdure - 

t° wander at break of day 
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along the margin of the tortuous stream—to scan 
eagerly the banks that pen in broad reaches tinted 
by the rays of the rising sun, where the glassy sheen 
of the waters is broken only by the red and grey 
granite rocks that jut up through the surface. And 
as the light of day fills the forest and clears away 
the mists of night, spotted herds may be seen 
Jrowsing in the distance—some standing on their 
liiud - legs to pluck the leaves from the hanging 
blanches, others cropping the dewy grass or drinking 
at the stream. And should you tread upon a dry 
stick, how they all instantly spring to attention, and 
then, preceded by the alarmed bark of the hinds, 
vanish like spectres in the shades of the forest, 
perhaps leaving their antlered leader on the ground, 
if your aim has been quick and line, but it is a 
sport that soon palls upon one ; and, after securing a 
few good heads and dappled hides, I left the spotted 

O 

deer in peace. 

But in the forests where I sought these deer there 
is a charm beyond the desirability of the game, and 
the beauty of the scenery never palls. The iunof 
teems with animal life. I t is possible that a t.’<r ° 
may be met with, bent upon an errand siniil ^ 
that of the stalker; bison and blue bull m ‘, r i t0 
and the rough backs of crocodiles may lil 
logs in the water; or a family 0 f G tt ' <U lce 
observed disporting themselves and 
fish. ' ° 

And should the sportsman climb the neighbouring 
hills, that cast their long shadows down to the water’s 
edge, he may find a sambhur stag—game more worthy 
of the rifle than the spotted one ; or he may meet a 
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shaggy and crusty-tempered bear. And then—to 
rest°°on the hill-top and look down on the view 
below, a scene beautiful to behold. For miles the 
river winds its serpentine course through jungle-land 
and field, rushing turbulently through rock-pent 
channels, or flowing smoothly over a sandy bed. 
And from all sides resound the voices of the forest, 
where graceful forms can be distinguished moving in 
the glades below. The bark of the deer, the cry of 
the pea-fowl, the monotonous call of the cod, the 
Indian cuckoo,—all these and other sounds strike 
upon the ear, aud gladden the solitude of the 
woods. 

One evening 1 left my tent at Pamiri, ami crossed 
the river towards sunset. Deep in the solitude of 
the forest is a shady pool overhung with graceful 
bamboos, and surrounded by giant trees. Hither the 
beasts of the forest resort to slake their thirst; and 
here I took up my position in the branches of a 
pccpul tree, to observe the animals as they came 
down to drink. 




As the sun sank lower and lower, dark forms 

XL ° r n flittin S about in the neighbouring 

sle water! 80011 * “ of S P otted decr W’oachcd 
antlers Tl™ 10 ” 8 them a fine sta g with branching 

ami then toZkld rT® 

hanging branches of , b* 0 "’ °' t0 * )10wse ,m * ow ' 
game for me. Th ^ tloes ' ^ u t they were not 
made a slight move ( P Ut ° closc ’ and then I 

A doe gave the wnruh^’ ^ ^ deer looked up. 
niomci! bar h Oi 0, and in a 

Then a train ^‘“ttethfeket 

^ rc y monkeys with black faces 
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came swinging from branch to branch; and if was 


ludicrous to observe the fear and caution with which 
they approached the water. A monkey would come 
down and almost reach the water’s edge, and then 
dash back up a tree with a gesture of terror, although 
there was apparently nothing to alarm him. A 
gorgeous peacock came stalking over the dry leaves 
followed by a troop of hens, and a little four-horned 
antelope came forth on dainty footstep, and pushed 
liis soft muzzle into the pellucid pool. 

Then all disappeared; the sun sank behind the 
hills, and it became darker and darker until objects 
could with difficulty be distinguished. But barfed 
there is the sound of a soft but hea\} tic ad, u 
at times ceases, and then comes on. ^uic } ° ’ 

t01 . r 

blotted out in the gloom of night Scarcely even 
could 1 distinguish the glunmei of a solitary star 
reflected on the water. The great beast drank at the 
pool, and then passed on close, but invisible in the 
shadow of the trees. And then the moon rose and 
shone on the silent pool, and caused the trees to cast 
fantastic shadows around, and I whistled for my 
trusty followers, and walked back in the moonlight 
across the silver river to my tent. 

I lingered some days at this place, attracted more 
by the surroundings than by the hope of sport. For 
the tigers were vei\ " a1 } • A buffalo was killed one 
ni'dit, but the tiger left the place without eating any 
of°the carcase, as though driven off by the ghost of 
his feline predecessor, whose bones lay bleaching in 
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the sun. Then a tigress and two cuhs passed close 
by, and fled the haunted place, turning up their 
noses at my buffalo, no doubt preferring fiit venison 
to somewhat lean beef; and then we concluded that 
it was time to leave. 

Therefore I marched some miles down the river, 
making en route a good shot at a spotted stag on the 
far bank, and then turned off up a valley and pitched 




my camp under a tamarind-tree, where there had 
formerly been a village called Ganeshpur. About 
two miles farther up this valley, which was well 
watered by several streams, was the small village of 
Lhona, where a large tiger was said to have been 
carrying on extensive* depredations for some time. 

On the day of my arrival I went to explore a 
deep ravine, whose head was filled with bamboo jungle, 
about three miles from camp, and there found tracks 
of a large tiger and a tigress which had passed by in 
the night. We tied up three buffaloes in this ravine, 
where water was fairly plentiful. That night a great 
storm arose. The rain fell in torrents ; the thunder 
T ° v erbcratcd among the hills, whose rocky eminences 
' Vi ' lv ht up by frequent flashes of lightning. 

H 1,1 the morning the sky cleared somewhat, and 
h u , Vi J liu ceased falling; we went to look at the 
tige,. | i ' j and found them untouched. But the big 
"’ere vt Ml "^ed up the valley. His great footprints 
stopped the bed of the nullah, and he had 

Sl ‘eh a p <K water close to one of the buffaloes, in 
seen it. y,.'^ that it seemed certain he must have 
passed it by —an unaccountable 
f, .^'ikaris would have it that the 
it to kill, and that a sacri- 
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fice must be made to propitiate the jungle god. As 
I have already remarked, this sacrifice of a goat was 
frequently followed by success, and on this occasion 
the jungle god was eventually appeased. Two days 
later, the tigress whose marks we had seen killed one 
ol my buffaloes in a small nullah, but the beat was 
empty, lor she had left her prey after eating her 
fill. 

O 11 the following day a kill was again reported 
at a distance of some six miles from camp. It was a 
scorching hot day, and it was three o’clock before 
the beaters arrived on the scene of action. I took 
up my position in a tree in the middle of the nullah, 
thus making a mistake, as was proved by * iu, m M n< 11 * 
events. The tiger, which had been lying m a pool 
of water, soon showed himself. The sh.kans who 
generally ascribe something peenhar to every tiger, 
said that this one was in the habit of lymg m the 
l- like a fish, with nothing but the tip of Ins tail 
above the surface! He walked rapidly 


water 


showing w“''' — , . , ‘ 

ahum towards me through the long grass among the 

0 that grew thickly on the side of the water- 


trees, 

course. 


course. He was ail immense beast, with massive 
chest and monstrous head surrounded by a We of 
long hair, and his light-yellow coat, faded appar¬ 
ently by age, shone go < on m the strong sunlight 
Already I counted him as mine. On he came, then 
stopped some tvventy yards oil behind a dump ol 
trees. Then sudden y, as the beaters came on, he 
dashed up the bank ol the ravine with a muttered 
otowI and disappeared from view. 

° j t was a great disappointment, but the loss of the 
due to my mistake in posting myself in 


tiger was 
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the nullah, with no command of the surrounding 
ground. Had I been on the bank above, the tiger 
would certainly have been killed, and I would have 
been saved many a long and anxious chase. 

Farther up the glen we tried to beat the beast 
out again, but he broke to one side and crossed the 
mountains, going in the direction of the valley where 
he had refused my buffalo the first night. This tiger 
was a hold and voracious animal. Nothing daunted 
by being hunted, he, that same night, slew the 
buffalo which he had passed by before, and lay up 
beside his prey. The ground was open, and the tiger 
was disturbed before we were ready for the beat. 
He made off into some bamboo jungle, and I ran 
after him, hoping to get a shot, but only caught a 
glimpse of his stern going away through the thicket. 
1 then put in the heaters, but the tiger broke back 
with a fierce roar, and made off in the direction 

whence he came, and we returned disappointed to 
camp. 

lint my unsuccessful efforts to bag this tio- er onlv 

ZtVlTl d6 “ t0 ^ er¬ 
mine, and I determinedT C ^ Cl """" g agaillst 

grouml if ncws rcmam » “oatli on the 

at the kill of the • . r mormn & we WC£| t to look 
found the fresh nu^l' T i anc ^ 111 the nullah 

the kill during tlin°, °i* monsfcer - He had visited 
cautiously towards th ( , locking my rifle, 1 crept 
there, hut the swollen ■ Ce ' ^e tiger was not 

floating m a pool of wat Ca ! Case fc he buffalo was 
evidently cast it, proh-n’ IDto w hi°h the tiger had 
vultures. a - v to preserve it from the 
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Then I tried to track the 1 least down in hopes of 
getting a shot, but we lost the tracks on hard ground. 
The month of April was now drawing to a close; 
the scorching wind was blowing in hot blasts through 
the valleys, and the hard work of the last few days 
had begun to tell on me. On my way back to 
camp this morning I was suddenly knocked over 
by the heat of the sun, and, being unable cither to 
walk or to ride, had to send for a bullock-cart to 
take me back. 

Next morning another buffalo was killed by the 
big tiger at the head of the same ravine. Although 
very weak and ill, I hoped to be able to ride to the 
place ; so beaters were assembled, but I was attacked 
by a raging fever, and unable to move. N< xt da) I 
went in a cart to the valley where the kill was, and 
was hoisted into a tree; but the tiger did not appear 
in the beat, during which I was kept alive by Bovnl 
and brandy, and in the evening returned in an 

exhausted condition to tin < amp. 

Two days later the tigress killed a buffalo in the 
same place. In the beat that ensued she was comiim 
straight towards me, as 1 afterwards discovered from 
the tracks, when one of the natives posted in a tr > - 
foolishly made a noise and turned lier up the h lV 
so she went off without showing herself to me A 
few days later the big tiger came back miro ' 1 

and killed another buffalo. My 
i„g this to me, did ‘ell mo what 1 so'hso, 
discovered, that they had disturbed the beast at his 
kill, and that he had made off. I was still very 
weak, and not able to travel far, except in a cart, so 
had all the trouble of going out to the place and 

von 
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beatino- for nothin?. But I determined to make 
one more effort to encompass the destruction of this 
tiger. 

After the beat was over, I tracked him down for 


two miles into a deep ravine with precipitous sides, 
containing a pool of water in a basin hollowed out in 
the rocks. Here I tied up a buffalo, and returned to 
camp to await events. But other precautions were 
taken. Before daybreak the heights that crowned 
the valley were occupied by my shikaris, who had 
hy this time become as intent as myself on the 
destruction of the ti (T er 

o 

As the mists of niglit cleared away and the light 
oi day filled the valleys, they saw, from the heights 
above, the tiger lying down beside the remains of the 
buffalo, on which lie had gorged himself during the 
night. As the sun rose in the heavens and its rays 
sought the depths of the ravine, the tiger retired to 
rest in a thick pateli of jungle bordering on the 
watercourse, and a messenger was sent to camp with 


occuiTenec'cr! T “ * n0tbin S s °™ “fortunate 

h”r:*r Ul ' ef f °f t** creature that 

bullock-cart to * CmC '. 1 Went out a 

with difficulty dim !! 1 ,i mile ° f the kil1, and tllen 
overlooked the y 11 tke roc ^7 steep that 
which I descended iitT- ukeie tiger lay, into 
beyond the kill, ai ! ( j' Un a ^ out five hundred yards 
portion of the ravin e ^° Sted m y se ^ in a narrow 
bamboos. beyond a thick clump of 

Tl.e whole country.^ , . 
and a crowd of natives lad Elected to the beat, 

,Hnv mounted the hill-sides 
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nnd swarmed along the valley. The tiger soon gave 
notice of his presence, and a lusty roar, met by a 
responsive shout of the beaters, announced that he 
had tried to break out up the hill-side, but had been 
driven back. Again he climbed the precipitous 
slope, but one of my trusty men saw him coming up, 
and with fierce cries led the beaters on, who charged 
at the tiger like a body of infantry, and drove him 
grumbling down the hill-side. 

And now the great beast came sullenly along, and 
emerged from the bamboos in front of me. I knew 
him at once by his massive hair-fringed head and 
light-yellow body. He stalked slowly and majestic¬ 
ally for some distance, then suddenly dashed for¬ 
ward with a muttered growl, and as he passes 
dropped him dead in his tracks with a bullet through 

^ Thus ended one of the best, anti quite the most 
laborious, of all the tiger-hunts I have had. Next 
day the skin having been paiualh dried, I marched 
to a large village, where, finding no tiger-cover, we 
only halted long enough to collect supplies. Thence 
1 moved across a pass in the lulls to new Country 
marching some twenty miles to the village of Din/ 
g»ou. This Village was inhabited by refugee, J d 
their descendants who had fled f rom H i ,i 
1857. Sho headman of the village had resided 

near the cantonment, and told me that he, with 

others, had left owing to the seizure by Government 
of all their cattle lor purposes of transport during 

the sepoy war. From this place I moved to 0- 

vlierc the presence of tigers was reported. That 
^ several buffaloes were tied up, and next morning 
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0110 ' vas p " md to have been killed in the hills above 
d sum \ dlage some five miles from camp. 

v °ng walk and a steep climb brought me to the 
[ c, aiu soon after the beat commenced a fine 

^cr walked out along the bank of.the nullah in ray 
direction. As I , / 

the glint of the W„r yn ,“ C ‘ ! C tlSWS ° ye C ”' S lt 
x-• . ... ' ue ls, and with a roar he sprang 

and feared that ^7^ 1 tW ° rapid sh ° tS ’ 

1.4. _ n r le beast gone off unharmed, 

but, on iollowinor tlw* tmii r i 

rpi.p iuno-le ’ ’ found !l few s l>ots of blood, 

lhe jungle vas dangerously thick, but 1 followed on 

the tracks, keeping a sharp lookout, and a hundred 
yards farther eanre on the tiger lying stoue-S“ 
a nullah. He was hit by one bullet far back in the 
stomach, and it was » lucky shot. 

Next day 1 moved camp to the village of Pi™; 
a largo and prosperous hamlet, surrounded by a eon’ 
siderable area of cultivation. Here I was so fortunate 

We U i-T t,ger the da >’ ofcr my arrival. 

Wo had tied up a buffalo near a pool of water at the 

;"efo r 7 dv f yfiU6dwith, ™ gg ™^ 

burnt.' On ^ ““ W 

that the buffalo had £XT " *"* 

• lie beat was 

brindled tiger wil bn i 0as ^ one > and soon a great 
in which I was* ^ ° Ut strai S llt towards the tree 
between his slioii],] !^^ ^ ^ IC came a ^ ou g I fired 

soon, for the bullet Tt- i'^ p ’ lded t * ie trigger too 
failed to perictnu,, j lU<dc ft t a very acute angle and 
animal’s bade. jj’ e ! ( ||t a long wound in the 
bullet missed hj rn *1' G| hashed ou ; my second 
grass. I was Uiinki, ^ / i6 ^ un S e d iuto the long 
® J ow best to follow him up 
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into grass up to my waist, slightly wounded as he 
was, when a fine panther walked down the nullah 
below 111 c, and 1 shot it dead. 

Descending from my tree, I followed up the 
wounded tiger. A small nullah intersected the 
grass in the valley, and up this nullah the great 
beast’s tracks could be plainly seen. But to follow 
these tracks with long grass on either side, where 
any bush might conceal the beast, rendered terrible 
by his wound, seemed like courting almost certain 
destruction. I followed a hundred yards, and then 
left the grass, and skirted it by the bare, burnt 
ground that bordered the valley. A few hundred 
yards farther on, the nullah took a bend outwai^, 
and left the grass for a score f^ Mady> and 
I bent my steps, keq>in »\ tiger was at hand, 
alert to fire on JLnt. When 1 

c'ame^theCd of the nullah, here about two feet 
del the wounded beast appeared lying down in the 
shade of a tree within srx feet of me Fortunately, 
he had not heard my silent approach. He raised 
his head, and his gwen eyes flashed, and then I shot 
him through the heart. 

This was a satisfactory termination to a some¬ 
what dangerous adventure Some people say- 
wounded tigers should not be followed up on foot 
That is, of course, absurd; f or unless one has 
elephants, there is not nug else to be done. One 
cannot put in unarmed beaters to drive out a 
wounded animal, nor can such a beast be left in the 
• iole. Such procedure is not only unfair on the 
unfortunate tiger, but would also result in the death 

yo \ 
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of au 

° l ”‘ lu PPy persons who might pass near the 
1 C , > whilst one would imagine that it 

To abamtm fe “““ *° **“ f eeli,1 S s of «V s P° rtsma “ 

Tt i« i , ' , mc lu such a manner. 

Put tlio pV ^ Ul1 ^ Side s ^°°t a tiger from a tree, 
but the essence of +i,„ , . & 

follow a wounded T * P when 0116 has t0 

certainly, hut none tT ° U f ° 0t ' Dan § erous s P ort 

tigers may be driven n'T f* that * Wounded 

arc not always handv° U w +f dS ° f Cattle ’ but such 

-and small blame to th* T *** *** ttt W 

to follow up wounded tigers ^TheTsl 110 ^ 
themselves with less danneron* } ‘° U d content 

tbey B™ families “ 

But put * man m the jungle with a wounded 
ttger m front of Inn, and he is drawn after- itytd 
by yard by an irreststtble attraction. At each ste 
cautiously taken, but rendered bolder by ]„„„ 

pumty, the sportsman may say to himself il,at he wdi 
go no farther, but lea™ the wounded creature „n 
next day. But the blood draws him on to ftt ' 

There were no 1 ’ »*■■«-** or alive, 

soon moved on to Bur ° ^ S ° cam P Was 

off, at the foot of the ni° U ’ ‘l® ma11 viIIa ge ten miles 
ful nullah, well watered ^ i ^ W ® f ° Ulld a bea uti- 
cool haunts for ti gers and Wooded > containing such 
with. In the nullah w ** ad Dot P revi °usly met 
which appeared from the! 1 '! .t™ ks of a lame tiger, 
lie had probably hat] ° mar ks to have a broken foot, 
of his species, which hr!! encounter with another 
devoured; for I fom 1( j | U lad a PP aren % slain and 
a claw, of his havin (r ^f^^kable signs, including 

11 o° ( l in cannibalism. 
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Several buffaloes were tied up, but none were 
killed although we remained some days at Burgaon. 
the jungle was rather thick, and the tiger always 
seemed to pass by my buffaloes without seeing them 
in his nocturnal prowlings. One day he was joined 
by another tiger and tigress, and, with any luck, all 
three would have been brought to bag. But, unfor¬ 
tunately, just as these had taken up their abode in 
the nullah, a trooper mounted on a camel arrived 
with an urgent letter recalling me to Ilingoli, so 1 
had to march back as fast as possible and leave 
these tigers behind. 
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11GER-SIIOO 1 ING—( continued) 

March to Jalna—Wild Cat and Pea-fowl—Blue Bull killed—'The 
Lake of Lunar—Jalna—Aurangabad—Dowlatabad—Bcwa—Ellora 
—Spearing a Panther—Return to Hingoli—Expedition after 
Tj rs in *2890— Old Haunts—Ceremony at the Ziarat —'Tigress 
«hof and Panther missed- Lhona-Examining Kills-Fine Tiger 
t ed at Lhona—Heathen Rites-March to Dhy^on-Wild Dog 
shot—Cholera—R un after a Tigress-Bear killed-ligress and 
Cubs-Spearing a Cobra-At Burgaon aga.n-Telmgi Beaters- 
Tigress escapes—Beat for the Tigress-Fhght of the Burghers of 
Burgaon—Tigress killed by Sepoys—Behaviour of Beaters 
Return to Dhygaon—Hunt for the Patoda i iger The lv- 
River —Death of a Tiger and Tigress—The Patoda J iger killed 
—His Stronghold- Tigress stalked and shot at Lhona—Bullalo 
mauled by Tigress—Tigers killing Bears. 

Early in 189 G I received a temporary appointment 
on tiie stuff of the officer commanding the Hyder¬ 
abad Contingent, and accompanied him on a tour of 
inspection to Ellichpur, Jalna, and Aurunoabad 
The march of about ninety miles by road to°J a ]na 
was very pleasant. Starting every morning at six 
o clock, we rode twelve or fourteen miles to our next 

camping-ground and, after breakfast and my work 
were over, [ used to t a i™ , •> W01K 

ting, thus keepimr t i 1 ( 8 r n i an( ^ “* d g ° ° Ut 

b. At one ill, " t arder Wcl1 su PP liecl with 
when a great wild-,... . ,T“ beating for P ca " fow] > 
in its mouth, so I 8 } 1()fc vG( ^ out a psa-chick 

well. Near another vif Cat aud got tlie cllick as 

1 I killed -a very large 


shoot 

frame 
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bull with a good shot at about two hundred 
yards distance. My bullet struck him just behind 
the shoulder, but he went off at a gallop. Running 
on the tracks, which were plainly marked by great 
gouts of blood, I came up with the poor beast about 
half a mile farther on, and finished him off with 
another bullet. At the village of Saorgaon, one 
march out of Jalna, I shot a panther after a long 
chase; so a fair bag was made altogether during the 
expedition. 

Whilst on the march we encamped near the lake 




of Lonar, about half-way between Hingoli and Jalna. 
This lake, the water of which is surcharged with 
various salts, lies at the bottom of an enormous 

.0* 

& to it by a Stoop, wmdmg road, passmg a 
• i „ lir jnc the flow of which is said never 
to tlccrease eveibn the hottest season of the yeat. 
The lake swarmed with -synods of ^Id-fowl, but. 
having no boat. I only managed to B h 00t a fcw 

shoveller duck. 

Between Lonar and -Jalna we passed near the 
famous battlefield of Assaye, but unfortunately T 

bad no time to visit it. J 

We stayed only a few days at Jalna, and I had 
n . leisure to set much of the pl ac( , wh ‘ h ‘ “ 
formerly a large can omnent garrisoned by a brigade 
of all arms, but is now occupied |,y only one infantry 
pcoiment of the Hyderabad Contingent. 

° prom Jalna we rode in three marches to Aurung- 
bul where I remained a fortnight. It is a pleasant 


a 
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ho ' lltll y station, garrisoned by cavalry, artillery, 

■ i d “ tl y- The importance of this place and of 

'' 1 soon be enhanced, as a railway to them 
from Munmar is ’ . 3 

_ rr i 11 , 1,1 course of construction, and will 

the dose Of the pie- 

sent year. Tim n . 1 . 

intprput h ■ Clt T Aurungabad is of historic 
inteiest, bavins 1 JPP11 y - u , f , . 

powerful of the rs ,1*1 by Aurungzeb, the most 

centurv It '• Gdt ^°guls, in the seventeenth 
c y- it contains the ruins of a fine palace and 

•- 

h „*l of Aurangabad is rich iifpiL ] 
autiijuity. Whilst there I visited the fort of Dow 
ktabad-au apparently impregnable fortress, aeces- 

t! ronl fh >Y n " n , <Jerg T Ild **““*'• tllnt wi»Je 
tl i the solid rock in the interior of a hill risinir 

fr0m lK I’ 1 ” 1 ”*- At Eosa, near Dowlatabad 2 
An“u “Xl Kmtt ' ^ “ Se ° f by thc officeK ’<>f ‘ho 

t! r—, The ceiebraw «»s 

Buddhist caves of A if”. “ *1 tb ‘ S distri<;ti ' T1 lo 
five in number J un ; a > which are about twenty- 

Khandeish, and “ tb ° ^ vince 

side by almost incredil ^ V f r 0llt of the mountain- 
posed to have been P J ° a k° ur - They are sup- 
They contain a, v-py g ^ * n ^be eighth century, 
scfilptorea, which ^ fresco painting.-! and 

late Captain Gill, ;i ^p' ° S(T *bed and copied by the 
Company’s .Service °® cer The East India 
and was well known - ° res bled here many years, 

10 ‘he district. 
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TJie ruined village of Ellora is about a dozen 
miles from Aurungabad, not far from Rosa. It has 
cave temples of immense size, excavated out of the 
side of a hill, and ornamented with Buddhist 
sculptures, including one great temple of elaborate 
design dedicated to Siva, 

Whilst I was at Aurungabad, a panther, that had 
been caught in a trap in the neighbouring bills, was 
brought in and let loose on the open plain. To hunt 
this unfortunate creature a number of us were assem¬ 
bled, armed with spears, and started in pursuit of it, at 
a word from the master of the hunt. I could not get 
my horse near the beast, which was soon wounded 
by a spear-thrust from a native cavaliy offieci. t 
then trotted down a small nullah, where no one 
seemed to like to approach it, but at length the 
hapless animal mounted the bank and was there 
done to death by many spear-thrusts. Altogether, 
it was not an edifying spectacle, and could scarcely 
be dignified by the name of sport, especially as the 
unfortunate panther must have been cowed and stiff 
after being confined m a cage lor some twenty-four 
hours. 

Towards the end of February 1 retu , 
Hingoli, and about a month l atci , 
for the jungles in l>ursmf of tig \ 

March, aeeompa^ by my *• 

Lieutenant A. R- Burton, lode out forty miles 
Umerkher. It was a terribly h ot ride, for I had to 
(TO on parade for sonie 10Ura in the early morning, 
and was unable to leave cantonments until eleven 
o’clock, a time of day when the sun is blazing hot, at 
this season of the year. Next day we went on to 

no I 
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ni »ga, where olcl Blnma and Ins myr¬ 
midons met ns ti -iii 

, • ricre our tents were pitched under 

i , ° ' )ail ' Vau 'tree, whose innumerable tendrils 

‘3 7 , ,ni ever y side, whilst the huge gnarled 

L Irl UXnriMt “W combined 2, form a 

its stretches^ of sand and ir‘T W closc b 5 r - mth 
its deep pools and shrm and S ramte rocks ’ 

was an unusn ™ stref ™. For the season 

was an unusually hot one. The river, duriim the 

rumy season a rushing torrent some hundreTyards 
across was now shrunk to a silver thread, i ^ 
in and out among the granite rocks and boulders 
occasion a ly forming a deep pool or shady reach, but 
fordable at most places both for mail and beast ’ 
the day after our arrival we went up to Sheik 
au< b zictrat, where the customary ceremonies were 
per ormed, but it was not until the second day that 
a buffalo was killed. The place was in Chic ko m 

thoiZV n( ; to 80 wc »» of .tZ 

^2uSJ: h tr mthkaL 

the bank of a 8I J? 7, ™ 80011 a t] § ress came along 
seeing him, she tumpT-* 1 * towurcls brother; but, 
snarl, receiving a i V?*? t ie nu ^ a h with an angry 
The jungle was thiel ° ^ ^ ier ^ ank as she went, 

sight in a moment. 1 ' ^ tigress was oufc of 

a crashing noise anion ' l01d ^ afterwards there was 
dashed out like •, ^ dr 7 leaves, and a panther 
tremendous bounds ,%ht. He came with 
me, and I missed hjj an °P cn space in front of 
parting shot from \ n both barrels, whilst a 

' -burton was also ineffectual. 
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We then proceeded to follow up the wounded tigress. 
Some of the natives would have it that they had 
seen her going right away across the valley half a 
mile oil, hut we thought this exceedingly improbable. 
It was dangerous work, or might have beeu, for 
the grass was long and the jungle thick, whilst the 
nullah into which the tigress had gone had shelving 
banks, and turned and twisted every few yards. 
However, we came upon her lying stone-dead about 
yards down the nullah, and it is surprising that 
she got so far, for the express bullet had entered 
behind one shoulder and come out through the other 
one in two places. 

One evening at Kupti we 

bears, and chased one for some 

with it. On another evening my 
blue bull with a shot 


went out to look for 
distance, but could 


not come up 

brother knocked over ,, . . 

through the lungs. The annuals throat was being 
cut, when suddenly it jumped up and made off, 
running a long distance before it was shot again. 

Probably the cutting of the tluoat relieved the 
pressure of blood in the lungs, and so enabled tbc 
animal to breathe, giving it new vitality. Pi nc b no . 

no more tigers at Kupti, we moved camp to Pandvf 
and thence up the valley to Lhona,. where the tic . 
of the previous year had led me so long a chase ' 
This tiger’s place had now been taken by another 
large tiger, which had »een ravaging the herds for 
some months, according to the information given by 
the headman of the vj age. An inspection of the 
water-holes in the vicinity revealed the presence of 
a very large tiger and a tigicss, the latter probably 
the one I had left here in 1895. On the day after 
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l 11 : llrival 11 Buffalo was killed in the bamboo jungle 
A , " ' u ' a '* of the nullah near the Lhona village, 
saw'tl . 1CU brother went to look at the kill, he 
v-irl • " a' 1 ’ 01 Wallvill o bn the hill-side a few hundred 

ninmal^ni^tT ** T* We Wd tUat tlie 

event m-r ° 1 , iave 8een him and gone off, but the 

It 'fcZ ftat tl,is not tl,c case- 

before tbe* ?° Mu ' examine tte kills 

'vise tlie tii.er m-n-'i * '“C I" ll0riz0n . as otIie1 '- 
carcase, or h '' ?' tha sti " m the 

when, as is ‘C^ly Z “ t B "‘ 

up seven or eight m iL frommmZZ T ^ 
accessible to mounted men „ , 1 ’ Togles in- 

early, in order to get ,ews I’, "', 'T “i *»"* ^ 
of beaters and arrangement ^ftd^ lmnt^ coBec ^ on 
\ e took up our positions, one on each side nf 

(he watercourse the rocks fell witi , „ 

i j’"l " ,wh m %‘ r C0llW scramble. The beat 

*• Ogei- tried to 
turned bnel cTZ 7, ° f ** bnt '>» “ 

the nullah toward., ' U1< tllen took th e path down 

n 1,u 8 fi brindled monstefT aI ° ng Iazil 7> 

bair on the hack 0 f i\ ° a lfc colour > with long 
his mighty head ^ Peck, and a great ruff round 
counterpart 0 f ^ e W;ls > hi fact, a magnified 
previous year. \ s 1 ^ hilled near here the 

from me, | raised ^ < r ° S8ed tke nullah, fifty yards 
flank, but refrai, 1C( j n "„ l ' do and covered his golden 
straight toward, \ p ^’ ni bring, as he was going 
shot. On the | lf ,. (s ^ ■ >l,1 'ton, who would get a close 

' v< ‘ Q t through the long grass, 
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stopping once behind a clump of bamboos to listen 
to the noise of the beat. As he came aloug past my 
brother, the latter fired, but at that moment some¬ 
thing alarmed the tiger; probably he caught sight 
of one of the stops, or the glint of the sun on the 
muzzle of the rille. At any rate, he made a great 
spring in the air, threw up his tail and roared, 
and the bullet went under him. The next second 
I placed a shot behind his shoulder; my brother 
again fired, almost simultaneously, and the tiger 
subsided gasping into the grass, where he soon 
died. 


This was the finest tiger it has been m\ fmtum 
to meet with, both as regards size and ( < ' 

and the amount of hair round 
Measured in a straight hue from 

L, ,L the shikaris celebrated it hy sacrificing a 
bnt to the local deity. The goat was taken to the 
°,„t where a sacred red stone marked the shrine of 
the jungle god, and was there anomted with country 
spirit, manufactured from the blossoms of the mohwa 
tree, on the head and back, and made to bow down 
three times to the image of stone. When the sacri¬ 
ficial goat had pcrfmmef this obeisance his throat 
was cut, and in the evening it formed part of a 

feast provided for the occasion. 

Without waiting to try and bag the tigress 
remaining in this val ey, we moved on by rapid 
marches to Dhygaon, intending to look for tigers 

. ri _and in the bed of the Iv- River. 

above o > 
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P n the way I shot a wild dog, one of a pack of four 

I U1 ^ 1 " CU1 Ceding on the carcase of an animal they 
had killed. 

,' !' an out ^ 1C jungle, and made off on my 
JI, <,n ''' topped about a hundred and fifty 

neck 0 ° i°° b rouiK b ail d I shot it through the 
t rim ,o Ue * a ' <l Egress killed one of our buffaloes 

1 its *» b ° foi : e ' 

diction. I 1 

from there, and omvRi^i l ' v m ) nicn 

valley above the vilW e otl ?7 T to a br0ad 
some buffaloes in tbo hed ofa^R— p M ** 

On the evening of our arrival „ t Dhygaon"™ went 
on to look for spotted deer, and were about balf l 
mile >oin camp when a man on a barebacked ponv 
arrive,1 breathless with information that the shikaris 
bad seen a tiger lying down in the jungle. J um „. 

.Mg onto the pony, I galloped into the c-amp, A R 

Bm ?" ™f» me. There I found a guide 

::2st*:rci'" , 1 ‘ l,,l rr"'-* 

place where thev 1 1 K er ’ wIl ° lctl me to the 

however, heard uV - 86 ^ * ^ TllC ^ 

<mlyaghnip.seofherhTnd 8 ’ S' ivill g me 

among the trees [<• t ' c i uai ’ters as slie disappeared 
a tigress that had Hn U ^ 1U ( ^ oufc ^at the animal was 
been driven off th e i.m. a C0W tbc n ’ght before, and 
their usual apathv Vi tbe 'ullagers, who, with 
Next day a j’jjj 1( not ' t( dl us of the event. 

valley, but it. subse, L . " lS rc T )c, rted in the Patoda 
had not been kyi e< j Uen ^ 3 r appeared that the buffalo 
away. The h'Howi., H '! bad broken loose and gone 
to <a y a buffalo was killed by 
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the big tiger in the same place, but the beat was 
empty, for the creature had left after eating his fill. 
We could not find this tiger, although we tied up 
for him day after day. Nor could we get a kill 

in the K - River. One morning, after looking at 

the kills, 1 met a large bear in the river bed, and 
shot it through the body. Finding no more game 
at Dhygaon, we moved camp to Pipri, where there 
was a wandering tigress, but we could not get her 
to kill any of our buffaloes. Here we received infor¬ 
mation late one evening that a woodcutter had seen 
two small tiger-cubs lying in a hole among the 
rocks, but was afraid to take them, as the mother 
was prowling about. It was too late to go five miles 
to the place that night, but we stalled oft 

break next morning, only to nna ® 

had been alarmed, and had earned oil hereuU. hat 

the woodcutter's tale was true, was proved by the 
fact that there were a great many tigers hairs in 
the hole lie pointed out to us in ic locks. On my 
way down the nullah this morning a large cobra 
suddenly appeared, making oil letween the boulders. 
Seizing a spear from Chunder, 1 ran it through the 
reptile, which then reared up with expanded hood 
and stood hissing at me, looking very evil, until it 
was beaten to death with stones. 

At Pipri we got nothing but two four h™ 1 
antelope, whieM shot with » right „ wl 
soon moved on to burgaon, the village which had 
been my last camping-ground the preceding year 
when 1 had left three tigers behind me on being 
recalled to Hingoli- This year was a very dry one, 
■uid k) lC nullah, which had previously appeared such 
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sliad"' 00 * 1 ^ aUnt ^ or tigers, now contained but a few 
■iris } J ,laCCS and bttlc water. However, my shik- 

liad’Jaredt ( l 1 PreCed i ed me ’ re P orted that a 
buffaloes the • 1CU thcy went dowu to tie U P 
with the ZTy b , efore ’ and a man soon arrived 
been killed ° '° eUCe ^ lat two °f the buffaloes had 

far apart, 8^^ klllS ’ which were not vei T 

the work of cmo ° ^ tluit tlle daughter was 

Mahratta countrv an 1 ltua ' ^ 0 bad now left the 
found that the 1,11”' ™ tTOl Telin g™a, 'vherc we 
the game w ZT T*, “ ><*• Directly 

the tigress ^ « «* 

our direction. Next 2 ^ 

at the kills. I f„ und that * l00l j 

to the same carcase, and had draoued it dowHh 
liank of the nullah and across thoZt • ’ 
thick bamboo jungle on the far side ' S ° me 

would not XT, bUt ** “« Telingis 

break ^ “ N » <M the tigress 

jabbering T * ° ““ P ° StCl ' " S st0 P s began 
herself £££? * ^ *• <»»»»., finding 

hy, charged the b’ (1 A f'"! 110 outlet to escape 
Burgaon fled p reei ' J berceI 7- The burghers of 
small hlanie to th ^ 1 ° ^ ^ Sections; and 
armed. The ti<rj> f . ss ’ seebl 8 ^hat they were un- 
whom I had armed 7 * made for tvvo sepoys, 
to stiffen the ]j„ e case of accidents and posted 
her in self-defence* th f*? 7 Were ob %d to shoot 
ings to a most inisat; J ^ rin ging the day’s proceed- 
To give them th e - aet0r y conclusion. 

11 ( bie, 1 have generally found 
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that the natives are plucky enough 111 pursuit of 
dangerous game. Most men would feel some trepi¬ 
dation at starting to drive out a tiger, armed with 
nothing more formidable than a stick or an axe. 
let there is seldom any difficulty in obtaining 
beaters for this purpose, and each man will do his 
duty for the paltry sum of four annas, or sixpence. 
It is certainly the beaters who usually face the 
danger, and not the sportsman, safely ensconced in 
a t rce > and armed with the most deadly weapons 
that modern skill can produce. Without the assist¬ 
ance of the natives, the European hunter would 
obtain but little sport. From these remarks, it 
will be readily understood that such unarmed men 
should not be forced into unnecessary dangei. they 
should not be put in to beat out a wounded tiger, 
or made to go where the sportsman would be 
unwilling to go himself. If ;l fcl g er LS wounded, 
the sportsman should follow it by himself, or at 
least should take only those men who are provided 
with firearms and know how to use them. 


Finding nothing more in the vicinity 0 f B Uro . 
where the presence of wild dogs rendered it Ul rt°?’ 
that there would be much game, we decided Z, 7 
back in search of the Patoda tiger, pj 1o turn 
who went to tie up the buffaloes saw him ) S . ll ' viU ^ s 
a pool of water, and lie killed a buffalo 
But he did not appear m the beat, although 1 ^ 

devoured a great portum of his p , CJ . ^ ^ 
that the jungle t ,ere w “ too open,_fo r „ ti „ 0 ', 
must have shade during t ie heat of the day, — and 
this animal had, doubtless, some cool haunt that we 
had not yet discovered. Two days later he slew 
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another buffalo; but he was lying up some distance 
from the kill, and Bliima disturbed him when 
posting the stops. 

In the meantime we had been on the lookout 
oi a tigress whose marks we had observed in the 

rni' ° * K 'bver, about two miles from camp. 

ic course of the river, now reduced to a few pools, 
av m a cep bed, with rocky, precipitous sides, 
con <umn tt good cover of grass and jamun buslics, 
winch grew m luxuriance on the water’s edge, afford¬ 
ing amp c a e. In this place a kill was reported 
to have taken place one day when we returned from 
a long and unsuccessful hunt for the bio- t fo er in tllc 
Patoda valley. Before the beat commenced, sundry 
roars announced that the game was afoot, and soon 
an animal, which I took for the expected tigress, came 
trotting out of the bushes straight towards my tree 
and dropped dead with a bullet between neck anc 
shoulder. Shortly after, there was further roaring uj 
the nullah, and a tigress'came bounding through"the 
bushes, taking exactly the same line as her predecessor. 
11 iei j the dank, and she dashed on, receiving 
101 ™ llet ^trough the body from my brother; bill 

dead into a clump of f 7 i and therc fel1 

her with a branch ,|f b . U8he8 ’ where we fouil(1 

torn from the bush’jnf ^ betwcen her J aW8 > 

discovered that the fiJ^ <Jlng Wo then 

which I judged to , (o animal was a young tiger, 
two were much 0 f a f-,' U ' 0Ut fchree Y e&TS old 5 thc 

length. This was onoTf , b ° th undcr ci " ht fcet in 
which I have fo UU( | ' tlle °niy two occasions on 

During this hot season^ than one tiger in a bcat * 

1 °t the year they, evidently, 
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generally live singly; but in the following year I 
drove out a very old couple, which were shot by 
a friend who was with me. 

A couple of days later we at last tracked the 
Patoda tiger down into a glen that appeared to be 
his dwelling-place, lor old Bhirna came suddenly 
upon him lying under a tree there, and we found 
the tracks of many days, whilst the presence of 
pea-fowl proclaimed that there was water in the glen. 
A bullalo was tied up; and. next morning, being 
sure of a kill, we took beaters and repaired to the 
place, about seven miles from camp. The tiger’s 
stronghold was a rocky and precipitous ravine tilled 
with jungle, and having a pool of water lying a< d* 
head. The tiger had killed the bullalo and < lugget 
it into the bushes. In the beat that followed, I 
soon saw the beast stalk out of the jungle two or 
three hundred yards from mo He turned into a 
small branch of the main nullah, leading past my 
brother’s tree, and his fate was now assured. There 
was an interval of a quarter of an hour, during 
every moment of which expected to hear a shot 
from the other gun ; but it subsequently appeared 
that the tiger had lain down under some bushes 
with his head turned up-hill towards a tree who, ’ 
man had been posted as a stop.' X he beat L* 
coming on, and the stop feared that the tiger u- n 
make a rush up the hill, so at length he clapped his 
hands to drive n on. lm,, the great beast rose 
and crossed the nullah, stalking majestically through 
the bushes towards me. boon ho emerged not ton 
yards from me, standing up with fearless mien, and 
looking indeed the monarch of the forest in his 

-i \^f 
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mighty strength. 1 fired into liis shoulder, and lie 
spun lound and round, seeming about to drop ; but, 
su ' *. 11 ^ rec °vering himself, he dashed past me into 
* u t° U f- ® 1<lSs ' As he reached the bank of the 
nu <i i ns tail went straight up, and he pitched 

forward and disappeared. We walked up to the 

p^.c. \\iei ewe found him lying dead in'the grass. 
Although lying dead close to us, it was some time 
befoie we could make him out, so closely were his 

form and colours blended with t 

„ 1 . +1 . ca Wltil tlle surrounding; grass 

lca\ es , thus showincr wlmf a , i • 

following a wounded animal ' * a " SC ' Cre 18 10 

And now th.t-1 had slain this boast, which wo 
had hunted for so many days, my triumph was not 
un mingled with regret for the noble life that 1 had 
taken. He was a noble creature, and had probably 
wandered over these valleys for many years, as the 
place was far from the haunts of man, and had not 
been visited by other sportsmen. 

The glen in which the tiger now lay dead was 
strewn with huge boulders, and contained giant 

trees the growth of centuries. It had probably 
been a stronghold nf +,v ,1 , 1 

In the rainv f ^ thron 8 h C0lm tless ages. 

the diffs 2l.c e T 0n i a Waterfa11 had Poured down 
sheer to the w l^ i^ tlle ravine ’ "here they fell 
deep in the living ro J' V ’ “ d ^ WOni a ljasin 
this basin, now C ,L, • . lrom the rocks above 

glen, were suspended T* 8 ^ ° nly water in the 

have taken mons 0 f f staIactites > which must 
roundings the striped" 0 t0 fQrm> Amid fiuch sur " 

taken up his abode and ° f tlie f ° rest had 

forth to seek his pi ! ov • this iair he had issued 
A in the neighbouring valleys, 
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living his life, umnolcsting and unmolested, until 

« bullet stretched him dead at the entrance to 
his den. 

was WlWn " e , s! ' 0t th . is tiscr ' ™ c of 01,1 buffaloes 

a ov , 7 “ Sre T, m * distimt V>* of the same 
a y, but we could not find her or track her 

' movcJ southwards, hut, fi,„lin» no 
gome, and hearing that cholera was raging i„" thc 

suuouud.ng country, we returned to look' for the 
* rCSS - >Slie 80011 kiUed another buffalo, but went 
0tt as before > and her whereabouts could not be 
discovered. 

After a day or two we moved our camp by easy 
marches to Lhona, where a tigress and two large 
cubs were reported to be located. T lie day after 
our arrival a buffalo was killed, hut the beat was 
again empty. Owing to the great heat of the 
season, and consequent scarcity of water and cover 
it was now a difficult matter to find a suitable Sp J 
in which to tic up our bait; for the jungle ) be" 
parched and shrivelled, afforded but little* lS l /l'^ 
and shade and water are essential for a ^ , '' U 

However, I tied up another buffalo i u j’/ 8 lair - 
place, hoping that possibly the tigress mialT 1 . Sarne 
there the following day. ° nt Jle up 

Next morning, 011 going to look at 
saw from the bank of the nullah a tio-r f , s the kill > 1 
grown cub lying down near a poo , 0 V, . antl half - 
]ay the carcase of the buffalo they Ind^t! ’• WWe 
partially devoured. As there was little hope"); ’the 
animals remaining m thus unshaded spot, it hj 
been arranged that I should shoot the tigress if 
met with. She rose, and my first bullet pierced 
19 
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the skin of her armpit, inflicting a slight wound, 
whilst the second passed through both haunches as 
she made oft into the thick bamboo jungle. In the 
meantime the cub ran a little way up the nullah, 
and stopped for some time ; but I did not fire at it, 
having no wish to shoot cubs, — and this one was 

well-grown, and quite old enough to take care of 
itself. 

the tigress now made a sudden rush in my 
direction, and I knocked her over again, whilst at 
the same time it appeared that the bones of her 
hind-legs gave way, for they had both been broken 
by the second bullet, and she disappeared among 
the bamboo undergrowth. Soon afterwards A. R. 
Burton, who had been in camp and heard the firing, 
joined me. The tigress now raised herself on her 
fore-paws, facing us, wounded unto death, and unable 
to charge—a sight horrible to behold, with the blood 
streaming from her gaping jaws. Another shot in 
the chest put the poor beast out of her misery. The 
whole thing was rather bungled, owing to my first 
shot having been a bad one. Had the bullet been 
a couple of inches higher, it would have dropped 
t ie tigress dead, and after that the bamboos pre¬ 
vented my obtaining a clear shot. 

, 1 t( 1 We tad no more luck, although, on 
I-' * tU "tan we were encamped again at 

ci V Tf"? 1 1} y a sm all tigress above the 

, ,<• | , ,, I- She tried to kill a very large 

1 i ° i US ^ u *ght, but could not manage the 
r’ , , ,SUc cecded in clawing and biting the 

V i VH (1Ca ^ Ure ’ vvl >ieh subsequently recovered. 
NeXtmght "' 6 « lip a smaller Lima! which »l. e 


TIGER-SHOOTING 




killed, but we could not find her, and her tracks 
led right away over the hills towards Fort Mahore. 
On the hill not far distant from the fort we found 
the remains of a bear, which the local shikari in¬ 
formed us had been killed and devoured by a tiger. 

I have heard of similar occurrences on several occa¬ 
sions. In the Melghat I saw the skin of a bear which 
had been so badly mauled by a tiger that the villagers 
despatched it without difficulty ; but it is doubtful 
if tigers would attack bears unless driven by extreme 
hunger. Towards the end of May we returned to 
Hingoli. 


1 



WHISTS 



<SL 


CHAPTER XVII 

WILD ANIMALS— THE LAND OF THE GONDS 

Bolarum — Shamiapett—Sunset on the Lake — Panthers near Bolarum 
Magistrate’s Work —Oriental Veracity — Crime at Hingoli Pan¬ 
thers and Small Game — Four Days’ Shooting — Run after a Bear 
y>';‘vr missed — Bear killed, and Cubs caught— Death of Man-eating 
7>r s hot—JSh e-Bear killed—Tiger and Tigress— Escape 

M;u 7'nlv ^ V>< ‘: lv " vo ^nded— Fierce Animals — Panther attacks a 
Habits oVtl ^ Beasts — The Land of the Gonds — 

Ahoriuinf A t Hescviption of their Country- Timiditv of 

o-, , r ,„ . V 1 . r ’n,e (Jowl Rajah 

- Reputed Ito-eater-Al.onguial Hunter*— The Rajah’s Domain 
A . un-1e hlvsium-^ativc. Ollicials—Narrow Escape of the 

M^ l Droi^hu^ibilw^ejdch^ titi0n8 HsrrGwl— Famine 

IN July 1896 I went to Bolarum, the headquarters 
, tllc rrydcrahad Contingent, and remained there 
months. These months during the rains con-- 

for d uoT ‘ PS I W ° Kt India, 

Of h ack u !° g t0 bc “• an<J - in » country 

'^r ro “ nj «»»» 

is too soft Th ^ t ^ heav y rain > a ® the ground 
^ ^ «* round -Bolaram, however, is 

of the year; so \ V „ I i g ° 0< for ndin S at u]1 times 
foxes and ja (: ka| s 80nie excclIen t sport, hunting 
tin' plains in the • V 1 Scratc}l pack of mongrels on 
Bolarnrn is ool' ^lA ° f t,lc ean tonment. 
the largest militar/ *** m ^ es from Secunderabad, 

' s t fl tion in India ; so life there is 
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very different from what it is in the small out- 
stations of the Hyderabad Contingent, where society 
is generally limited to some twenty Europeans. 

There is very good snipe-shooting to be obtained 
in this part of the country from October to February, 
and doubtless there is also a fair quantity of other 
game in the neighbourhood. Sometimes tigers are 
found in the jungle about eight or ten miles out, 
whilst panthers are common all over the surrounding 
country, and occasionally even venture into the 
cantonment. The country is characterised by low 
rocky kills, clothed with bush jungle in which 
panthers abound; but they are very difficult to 

bring to bag, owing to the numbers of cu't* am » 0 
, , G Whilst I was at Bolarum, 

the rocks and boulders. '' am 

, . , hilled m a neJd a lew 

one of these animals was Luic 


hundred yards from out . , 

!„«, and^anotber was ace, on the road Ween our 
station and Secunderabad. lersonaUy, 1 obtained 
no shooting during my stay at this place. On 
several occasions I went out to Shamiapett, where 
a bungalow belonging to the Contingent is situated 
on high ground overlooking an extensive lake 
Here there were numbers of painted francolin in 
the surrounding jungle ; but. it was impossible to nut 
them up in the dense jus so I desisted from the 
attempt after a few hours. The bungalow was 
however, a pleasant resm 1, and quite a change from 
the cantonment. In tevening 1 often sat in 
the verandah ol t h. uingalow and looked out 
across the lake, the appearance of which at sunset 
ivas very beautiful. 

' The placid surface of the water was unrippled 

V8V ' 


of the cantonment bunga- 
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,\ en b\ the slightest zephyr, and unbroken save 
' lcle dlc black rocks jutted up above the mirrored 
am. In the far west the sun sank in a golden 
glory behind the distant hills, and coloured with 
t ison and green and gold the opaline clouds that 
r lu the infinite blue of the heavens. The 
nP / Vi C ° l0Urs °b an ged with every moment. 
77 l0< ’ kc ' , Uko » of molten gold, 

i i ii ; ou ’ Wlt, h purple, and with cold, 
and gradually the london ° ’ 

* T> nf L : 7 glcy of ni §bt assumed its 
sway But first a flood of crimson light was spread 

over the whole scene, turning the placid waters of 
the mere into a sen of blood, and the sky was all 
tinged with pink like the wing of a flamingo 4nd 
then the day died ; the shades of night rapidly 
descended upon the scene, and the stars alone were 
reflected m the flood. And on the flu- shore of the 
lake a bittern called harshly among the rushes 
I owards the end of October I returned to Hingoli 
t0 fi "? Work tha * ^lly occupied me ; so had few 

Sr f rr> ,)Uf ““^ to Haooup 1 e 

e ‘T 1 * -n game before 

penlotl sinl tl 0 7 Dur “S the whole of this 

magistrate of^thl’' ° f I8!>4 ’ f llal11,ee11 P olice 
which involved So Cantonmen t—an appointment 
although crime y a ?’ 0 “ 0t Ver >' agreeable work, 
dealings with the' VC1 ^ P revalent - But le g al 

unmitigated untruthf T® ° f lntlia ’ owing to their 
They woald > arc not very pleasant. 

of false witnesses w es ) * ram P U P cases, when crowds 

would lie in the m °! , ap P ear 011 citlier sid ?’ who 
° s Wei&ced manner. The un- 
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truthful character of the natives of India renders it 
most difficult for a magistrate in the East to arrive 
at the truth. Occasionally, serious crimes were 
committed at Hingoli. In two cases that came 
under my cognisance, children were murdered by 
being thrown into wells, after being stripped of their 
paltry ornaments, valued perhaps at a few rupees, 
for the sake of which they were brutally slain. 
1 his is a common crime in India. 


In February 1897 I managed to obtain four 
days’ leave, and went out shooting with Colonel 

M-, commanding the cavalry regiment at Hingoli, 

lie having kindly asked me to accompany him. I he 
colonel’s shikaris had sent in word that theie "tie 

several tigers, including a inan-eatei, an m lu 

able bears in the jungle, about sixty on es off; so, 
having sent our camp on so.no .lays before, we 
started at six one morning, and armed at our 
destination after a seven hours rule across country. 
News was awaiting us in camp that a bear had been 
marked down some two miles from the village, so 
we at once proceeded to the place— a deep roc k v 
ravine, overgrown with thick bushes. But Bruin 
would not wait for us to organise the beat 
made off over the brow of the lull, whilst I followo 1 
„ s fast as the rooky nature of the ground w ont 
pern,it. After ran,nog about half „ miU( °™ 
lull-tops, I dosened lire bear making off acres, ‘ 
broad valley below me. l)e swucIin ° g J 

hurried after the beast, nit. could not catch bii 


im up. 


niUJUW' VeULl U JUJU 

although I ran across the valley and up the height 
on p] lc far side, arriving there in an exhausted and 
breathless condition. 
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About half a mile farther on, a crashing noise 

l( < U <1 among the thick bushes some two hundred 

i. , l0bs a deep ravine; and soon a hairy 

-)f\ f . C °li t ' & i CeU now anc l then through the interstices 

Uc e h proclaimed that Bruin was on the 
mo\ o aomin v i , 

ineffectual • the | f 11 ' 0 ^ the thick busbcs waS 

the hill, and f mp f ared ovor the brow of 

coming on. 1Cturned to camp as night was 

two bears tint mormri g we organised a beat for 

S tlv * vvere marked down. One came out 
close to me, and I missed it m- , * , 

in a most mv.r ,, llt d biw yards distance 

most unaccountable manner. At least it an 
pcflred to l.e a miss; f„ r although „ (<)1 J£ “ 

troofa a ong way. neither blood nor boar r „ uM Z 

1 ‘ ’ " br \ mea “ tlmo tlic colonel bad followed 

up the other .car, and lost sight „f it, but came 
across a big she- bear with two cubs; he shot the 
old one, and caught the two little ones, which were 
lading on her back. Two more bears were also seen 
maun it evident that we had discovered quite -t 

z:ttL th ;rT- 

rounded by » f 1 C “ 11 ' W “ alm0St sor ' 
containim, V ° ™ C '7’ J™gle-«>vered hills, 
surrounding cIh'.^ nrum, whilst the 
of mango an, I mo] '™ JDt, 7 supported a quantity 
food for the * lee,s ’ W ^ 11C ^ afforded abundant 

morning f ■ , 

been killed in -i t )ii ° ,ln< that a small buffalo bad 
mile from camp t J|| Vovergrown nullah about a 
driven the bears ^ ace 011 1 of which we had 
marks to show tk ty. There were no 

panther, hut it sc ei|| ? tbe hill was by a tiger or a 
( ,1,1 1 ikoly that a panther could 


misr#y 



black bear and cubs. 
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/e dragged its prey away as this animal had done. 
After breakfast we went out to beat the place. 
Beneath me the nullah was choked with an almost 
impenetrable growth of thick bushes, but the ground 
around me was clear except for scattered trees” Soon 
after the beat commenced, such a roaring was heard 
as kept it no longer in doubt that the beast was a 
tiger, which had tried to break out of the ravine 
opposite to me, but was turned back. Soon the 
ioars came closer, and presently an immense tiger 
broke from the jungle below, and dashed up the hill¬ 
side straight towards me. He was very angry, having 
been penned in by the beaters, who were even now 
all round me, although I had succeeded in getting- 
most of them into the trees as they came up. The 




tiger staggered to my first shot, as he passed at a 
gallop; the second barrel caused him to pull 
whilst a third bullet knocked him over, ] H 

was not dead, and I had to put two more bulb t 
iu to finish him. I feared to have a Wounded 1 
about, for the beaters were all round, a f ew i 
still on the ground ; so it was advisable to 
lead ns long as the beast was alive. He v iUlQp 111 
fine tiger, with the best coat of any ] 1^ & Ver y 
being of a dark, burnt sienna colour win, sllot > 

stripes. The villagers declared he ^ 1)lack 
cater which W UM and ' thc man- 

dozen people- Certainly, the evidence o t ,7i" >0 
was less Obscure than ummJ, bnt , “ po.nt 
, T-wrims in 3 fbc people 


may have feta victims to panther tf 
were several in the neighbourhood. 

1 subsequently heard, however, that the man- 
eating entirely ceased alter the death of this tiger. 
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it is highly probable that he was the culprit. 

Rcpoits regarding man-eaters must be received with 

a certain amount of circumspection, for the natives 

of Italia are very prone to exaggeration in this 

respect, as in every other. The fact is that regular 

man-eaters are exceedingly rare, and in the whole 

0 11( ta it is doubtful if there are more than 

two oi tlnee such animals existing; at any one 
period. ° 

In the evening we went out after a bear in tbe 
same nullah where the tiger was killed. The noise 
of the bring and beat in the morning had not dis¬ 
turbed Bruin, and he was driven out near the colonel, 
who rolled him over with a shot through the body 
into the thick bushes at the bottom of the ravine 
where the tiger had been lying. Into this I followed 
the wounded animal, creeping along with some diffi¬ 
culty, sometimes on hands and knees, through the 
thick and thorny undergrowth. 

At length the bear suddenly appeared, where he 
lay m a thicket sucking his paw a few feet off. He 
was breathing heavily, and raised his head as 1 came 
up, oo mg at me with beady eyes, and curling his 

^ . <l SIla 'hng dog ; but he could not get up, and 

was quickly despatched. 

' ' J'*- 1 <m shg-bear and two nearly full- 

1 was rest i' Ue mar k e d down near the same place. 
1 was posted m 1 1 

I,ill. I..I tile "' St the brow Of 8 

only the simony i,.®" P ast t0 °" c side ' anf ’ 1 , saw 
backs. Rnnntgto L Wa V“ g “ " 

right of the hears ° dge of thc ravine ', 1 cau S h * 

the big one with? !! TT ™ UV ’“ , 

• good shot at about two hundred 
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yards distance. Not approving of the murder of 
cubs, 1 did not fire at the others, which were quite 
big enough to take care of themselves. 

On returning to camp, we heard of a kill having 
occurred at a village about twelve miles off, and at 
once rode oil to the place—a long, tliickly-wooded 
valley. Lliere were said to be a tiger and tigress in 
the beat, but we caught no glimpse of either, and 
had a long ride home through the dark night, which 
would have been a weary ride also, but that the 
colonel was such excellent company. Next morning 
a kill was reported at a place eight or nine miles off, 
in a different direction. O 11 arriving on the scene of 
action we found that the animal had left the kill, and 
had been tracked down into a nullah at some distance. 
Soon after the beat began, a tigress broke cover near 
the colonel and dashed past him, answering his shot 
with a growl. After she had passed him, ] fi rec \ at 
lier at a distance of about a hundred and fifty y aix j s 
and slie growled again, but tore on. W e found one 
spot of blood, showing that the tigress l lad Wli 
touched, but she was probably only slight 
for we never saw her again, although w e 1 { 

the whole jungle. ‘ 0 led 

Next day we beat a large extent of , 

another tigress which had killed on e of our buffi!* 
b„t we could not find her, and the ground 
stony hills was too hard for tracking* these 

The following day we had to ride back sixty 
miles to Hingolb but first of all wc went to b J 
up a bear that hai Jl U1 marked down two or three 
miles from camp* brum came out along the hill-side 
below me, but was allowed to pass unmolested, as he 

l 
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was making straight for the colonel, who was posted 
lower down. The latter got a snap-shot at the bear, 
which went of! lame, and soon could be seen labour¬ 
ing painfully up fhe steep hill-side nearly a mile off, 
stopping to rest at intervals. There was blood on 
the tracks at first, but we had no time to follow the 
animal far, whilst the blood stopped after a time, 
and the ground "as too hard to show any marks. 
Starting at. mid-day, we rode back to Hingoli, 
and arrived there at seven o’clock in the evenhig, 
having had one of the pleasantest short trips in my 
experience. 

Tin; animals in these jungles appeared to be 
unusually fierce. The colonel went there to shoot 
on more than one occasion subsequent to this expedi¬ 
tion, and shot several tigers and bears. One tigress 
which had not been wounded, mauled two of his 
beaters, whilst one of the bears lie killed charged at 
sight. A panther also kept up the reputation of his 
species for ferocity. On being driven from the jangle 
ie caag , t sight of a native officer, who was posted in 

for j 1 “ “ 6 SP ° rt ' Til ° P anther * once made 

am, y pran S "P toe, and seized Lira by the 

“r^f 1 m T' ty g °‘ “ e *an 

eventually recovered bot - fort “”»tcly, 

these animus am f.’ '! Wounds 1Ilf, «eted by 

putrid matter ad.owing to tile 

teeth and daws ''° UI1 ^ ^ ie ^ )ases °f the 

their lives fr 0m ’ g j- ! man y sportsmen have lost 
number of officers^ 0 / T° Un ^ s - Amon g others, a 
have been slain !,, . 10 Hyderabad Contingent 

generally had some ,)eusfcs - The fore# has 

0011 sportsmen among the 
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officers, so it is not surprising that some have 
been killed. 

In 18 Lieutenant L)oig was seized by a tiger, 
and died in a few days, although he was only slightly 
wounded. In 1882 Captain Whistler was terribly 
mauled by a wounded tiger near Asirgarh Fort, 
and succumbed to his wounds. His sepoy orderly 
behaved most pluckily on this occasion, running the 
tiger through with a spear whilst it was on his 
master’s body. In 1893 Lieutenant Harries died 
of wounds inflicted by a panther near Hingoli, and 
in the following year Lieutenant Sexton, when out 
with a shooting-party in the Godavery jungles, was 
charged by a wounded tigress, which seized him by 
the shoulder and inflicted wounds of which he died 
in the course of a couple of days. 


Before this short expedition I had already sent 
Bliima with Chunder and Nuttoo to explore Some 
ne w country beyond the ground over which I ] v i 
shot in previous years, and before the end , 
February they returned with favourable a, 0t 
of the presence of tigers in the Gond country ' 
lay adjacent t0 “ ll1 shooting-g round y ’ 
living an account of my expedition after 0re 
1897, I propose to give some de S crin ti „ g f S in 
country and people, which were new t 1 ° f tllc 
district I fbMff 1 "P">> was a „ 0 , T '«= 

region, unvoted by Europe, . , forest 

century, where the su e inhabit^ £ ]£* >»Jf 
villages scattered m the wOdcimow th ““J ' 

ing account is given hy horsyth in his Highlands of 
Central India, inhabit various tracts of country be- 
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t\\ een the Godavery and Nerbudda rivers, where they 
c principally in forest and mountainous regions, 
u tire part of the country I visited, where water 
is scarce and streams are not perennial, the people 
appear to wander considerably, frequently changing 
t ion nr stations with the seasons, as is testified by 
t re numerous remains of deserted villages met with 

“ thC f0rCSt Tl '« » poor, and wUl not vidd 
" <*»(. required to support 

the Goads, so that they are obliged to frequently 

m t.Z r SS tl10 forest P-rposes of 

oultiratron 11 ,om clearings are made by cutting 
down trees, which serve to build their huts with 
whilst the ashes of the burnt refuse fertilise tlm 
ground. \\ hen the ground is exhausted, the process 
is repeated elsewhere ; and this destructive plan, 
carried on through countless years, has led to a 
considerable depletion of the forest region. 

The higher uplands are for the most part desti¬ 
tute of water in the hot season, but contain small 
Milages which are inhabited at other periods of the 

year. In the rainy season the abundant grass affords 
limitless g®,„g to the , ^ „ f , s 

» the wandering tribes of Banja*, or 

take uinheir teninorom^] 7 ’ VU1 ° 

But in the monr o 7M r i eilgIierp]ateaUX - 

country, the hills W er 0 f mC *’ ? ' ICn v i«itcd this 

ing streams of water flow ^ N ° refresh ' 

no spot of green relieved^tl * tIle burnm g rocks > 

waste ; and both n lan , -, le c eso a ^ on °f the arid 

lower valleys, where the' K •° aSt ba< ^ to tke 
water to support life. l ° StlP remainc d sufficient 

Thither the attendant ,• 

bgers had followed the 
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flocks, so my operations were confined to the wooded 
plains, the shady beds of rivers, and the cool ravines, 
where game might be met with. Considerable diffi¬ 
culties had to be encountered. No grain for men 
and horses was obtainable in this desolate land, 
especially in this famine year, save in small quanti¬ 
ties and at rare intervals in the larger villages; so 
1 had t0 ean 7 nearly all the supplies that were 
letjiiiieel no small undertaking, seeing that there 
weie in my camp some thirty human beings, in 
addition to many horses, camels, and bullocks. 

Moreover, the half-wild Gonds were at first timid, 
and difficult to approach T y shikaris, who had 
preceded me to explore the land, declared that , if 
they went to the door of a (load's hut , the occupant 


I JIU UUUi Ui ii ^ --? 1- - 

would escape by the back of the house, it thej went 

i i uron 1/1 f>hmh nnt 


escape ny me ua civ m —-—> . 

to both front and back, lie would climb out through 
the roof. This was, doubtless, exaggerating matters, 
and I soon discovered that the people were amenable 
to rupees and reason, especially when we had 
enlisted the services of Indru the. Gond, the old 
hunter whose acquaintance I had made the previoi 
year when shooting on the confines of this f 
tract. This ancient man appeared to have 
influence among his fellow-tribesmen, so j V ° S * eat 
in my camp during my sojourn i n his countiT u 
must have been at least seventy y eai ,. nl ■, , l e 

iAmity rendered him eomewhat l*y“d Z 

«*•> “ imi1 ° r ',:, r ,,s ; ibi ° to 

useful information, an 1 to make use of his extensive 
influence with the others of ],i s tribe. He. had 
hunted these jungles for many years; had slain 
m any wild beasts with his rusty matchlock; and 
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among other adventures had been engaged in an 
encountei with a bison, which had inflicted a severe 
wound on the right side of his body. 

•1 n § behind us the more civilised country, 

r ^ i\ l UU ^ )een shooting tigers during the past 
,■ ... 1° ' ’ cntoi ’ed this terra incognita, and the 
IK . I ay ,uare| re ,i fourteen miles through the forest 

l ion. I,: l W "" !t built at tlic fout of the hills. 

fsh, lo v „ y ,T te “ tl,C TiciQit y ™ contained in 
a shallow muddy pool below the village • but one 

r muntrr 1 ”, un “ % 

«teri„ g :^hrh»!::“^«^ r ;' 

ants, whom I found very willing „ ivo ,„ si “ 

in collecting fodder for tho "horses anHX 
although no reliable information could be extracted 
from them regarding the game to he obtained in the 
country. 

The native of India is not generally remarkable 
for veraety but, of all liars I have met with in the 

the most nn“ tl,e ”° 8t P elsistcnt ' though not 
tho most skilful. On one occasion we were on- 

Th7hll“ r" Vi, ' a "° in t,K ,lcart ° f ««> jungle. 

gods (which were ' '" "’ lty : Hc s "' ore by all his 
beast of any hiiul inl.'l'b’ V" t 110 wild 

declaring, moreover, that 0 * * surro0lKiin g fores t. 
a radius of eight m ;j *. Was 1)0 Water within 
small pool from \v)ii,.j, j i’ exce Ption of the 

Knowing the truthful 1 ° ' J ^ a -? e SU PP^7 Was drawn, 
not take the man a t g aracfcw the Gonds, I did 
shot a four-horned M r + T " or ^’ ^ WCQ t out and 

°P e within half a mile of 
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camp, wliilst in the valley below was found a stream 
of limning water, ^sext morning I 'observed the 
tracks of a tigress and cubs on the road close to the 
milage, where they had walked by when prowling in 
the night. Perhaps the villagers feared that we 
vould discover these animals and require their 
assistance in shooting them, if they gave us any 
information ; but on few occasions, even when there 
appeared to be no object in lying, have I known a 
Gone! speak the truth. 

My shikaris had told me that 1 must obtain the 
assistance of the Gond rajah, who lived in a village 

r* t * . «i /"» .1 • 1 7 r . ..i. 4" li ^ 


j / ^ 

some fifteen miles farther on, in the heart of the 

and e n campe d a t 
domain. My men 
rer 


w 


-— V - - 7 

forest; so next day we moved on 
a small hamlet in the rajah’s domain. My me 
were exceedingly superstitious in asciibing po\At_ 
over tigers toVhc Gonds, who regard these animals 
as their deities. The Gonds, they assured me, could 
by magic rites close the jaws of the tigers, and so 
prevent them from killing the buffaloes which were 
tied up as bait. Moreover, they could render my 
shooting ineffective by tinning aside the bullets 
fired at tigers. 11 fere foie it was • necessary to > 
pitiate the King of the Gonds, in order that he m i<!w 
be induced to use his influence with both mo § i 
tigers. On my arrival in camp a mounter] l ^ 
was despatched to the monarch, with a requeT^ 
he would do me the honour 0 f p ayin< , J St ,f at 

the evening. At hw, k he arrived in a bullock- 
cart, accompanied by a horde of retainers, one of 
diom bore a muzzle- oading g lln belonging to his 
uister. I had expected to see a savage with but 


little clothing on in front, and less behind; but was 
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agreeably surprised to meet a well-dressed, quiet- 
spoken man. pock-marked, with only one eye, and 
exceedingly nervous, for he had but seldom seen and 
never spoken to Europeans. Our interview was 
satisfactory, for lie promised to render me all the 
assistance in his power to aid me in the pursuit ot 
tio-ers, and placed the services of all his people at 
my disposal. 

He informed me that there were several tigers in 
the vicinity of his village, as we had already discovered 
from the numerous marks in the watercourses within 
a few miles of camp. A tiger had killed and, it was 
said, eaten a man about two months prev.ous to my 
arrival, and report had, with Oriental exaggeration, 
magnified this beast into a man-eater that had slain 
and devoured twenty-five people; so m3 servants 
were in a state of considerable alarm. J^ate in the 
evening a great uproar arose in camp, with shrieks 
of “ Tiger \ tiger!” I feared that a man had been 
carried off, so ran out of my tent with a loaded rifle ; 
but it turned out to be only a false alarm, caused by 
the nervous imagination and groundless fears of one 
of Bhima’s followers, who had seen a man squatting 
by a pool of water close to camp, and mistaken him 
for a tiger, the man having imitated the growl of 
->ne of those animals on purpose to frighten his 

. d l The forest liei ’e was of vast extent, but wild 
ammas id not appear to lie very numerous. No 
,, ^ h.oiid hunters keep the game down, and 

U ! U l eXt< ' 1lt °f cultivation would further account 
r , ] U y tX <d "^‘1 beasts; for it is not in dense 

fmc t ar from the habitations of man, that wild 
animals exist in erpn* v t , ’ . , 

* * lumbers, but rather m those 
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wooded regions that border on extensive tracts of 
cultivation. 

ihe Gonds are nearly all hunters, and are de¬ 
pendent in great measure for their livelihood on 
the animals they kill. The morning after my 
aimal, when inspecting the nullahs for tracks of 
tigers, I found ambushes constructed near every 
pool of water, where the hunters concealed them¬ 
selves to shoot the wild animals that came down to 
drink in the evening; and whilst I was at this 
camping-ground a fine bull bison was shot by one of 
the Gonds of the village. Under one of the plat¬ 
forms, built in a tree as a place of concealment tor 
the hunter, was hung the skin of a monkej filled 
with sand, placed there as a sort of fetish to pio- 
pitiate the jtmgle god in favour of the occupants of 


the ambush. 

Two days later we moved camp a couple of miles 
to the rajah’s village. This village, the rajah in¬ 
formed me, had formerly been a large and prosperous 
town, containing some six thousand houses, but its 
population was now reduced to about a hundred and 
ifty inhabitants, whether by famine, pestilence 
oppression it is impossible to say, but probably bv ! 
•ombination of all three evils. •>' a 

The rajah’s domain stood on the shores nf 
intensive lake, forming one of the fairest scenes that 
t has )«» my fortune t., behold. On approachL 
he northern shore of the lake, I rode up a hid 
Lkment which penned in the glassy waters, 
lewhat shrunken bj the heat of the tropic 


approaching 
up a high em- 
, now 

newnub ;‘ v,H the tropic sun 

mads of wild-fowl were in sight, clustered 
lake, or winging their flight over its ~ 


upon 
waters .«iml 
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sonic crocodiles were basking on a green spit ot land 
that jutted out into the mere. The lake was 
bordered by giant trees—tamarind and banyan and 
mango and was set round with green meadows, 
where numerous herds of cattle were at pasture. 
Lehm the embankment lay stretches of bright 
emerald rice-fields, interspersed with tracts of jungle. 
On the far shore stood some grey, ruined temples, 
fashioned from stone by long-forgotten hands, and 
now fast crumbling away into dust. Beyond these 
temples rose the turreted walls of a fort, black with 
age, nestling amid a leafy canopy of tamarind and 
banyan trees, whilst the purpling hills formed a 
background to the whole. It was indeed an attrac¬ 
tive spot; and I have often thought how pleasant it 
would he to settle down there, and live in the heart 
of the jungle, far from the turmoil and trouble of 
the outer world, with no other companions than the 
wild men.and wild beasts. 


The rajah resided in the fort, which he told me 
was five hundred years old, and had formed a 

stronghold of his predecessors for many generations 
during the troublous times of the Middle Ages. The 
building was now but a shattered ruin, and the 

rajah received me in a small house which he had 

a - ^‘ U iS e precincts of the fort. This mon- 

A K no ^ mn 7 with it any power except 

."I"*” tlicGond. of In. tribe. He 

"““Sr 10 1" tuler of *e native state in which 

“yr V “<“% with other natives, 

liable to the c . 

Whilst I was a of A he cmi authorities. 

trict, an official „f hi „ f’ f* talu< ! d ^ f tie 

^ landing, visited the domain. 
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A day or two before bis arrival, it was noticeable 


that most of the herds of cattle and o*oats had dis- 

O. 


appeared. On inquiry, the information was elicited 
that the villagers had hidden their Hocks for fear of 
depredations by the taluqdars followers, who pass 
over the country like a flight of locusts, taking toll 
of the miserable inhabitants wherever they go. At 
one place where I encamped, the villagers had been 
directed to give me no supplies or assistance what¬ 
ever, having had orders to that effect from the 
taluqdar , who was himself by way of being a sports¬ 
man, and wished to prevent others obtaining sport 
The unfortunate villagers found themselves between 
the devil and the deep sea, for they feared the wrath 
of the taluqdar if I remained in the distract, whilst 
they could not force me to go. So, to .save them, I 
left their village and moved into another district. In 
this same division I was informed that the headman 
of a village had been removed from his p ost f Qr 
having taken the cards of a sportsman who proposed 
•to visit the place, and sent his cards for the informa 
tion of other travellers. On inquiring why the man 

did not go to the seat of government and lodge a, 

complaint, we were informed that, if he att * * 
dn so. his throat would probably he e„f. . , 1 10 


011 the way. 


Such is government in native states where r,,H 
officials are employed ; and those who would advotte 
the employment 0 native officials in British terri¬ 
tory would do well to examine the actions of such 
men in the native states of India. Why is it that 
the natives thenisehcs invariably prefer to go before 
an Englishman in a court of law or justice ? Because 
they trust in the integrity of the white man, and 
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know full well that those of their own kind are 
generally corrupt and untrustworthy. 

One day when we beat out and shot a tiger, the 
Gond potentate followed us to see the sport, and for 
his trouble was nearly caught by the tiger. The 
beast was a very fierce one. When driven out he 
walked about in the beat seeking whom he might 
devour; with a stroke of his mighty paw he tore 
down a waist-cloth that was hung on a bush to turn 
him, and then came down into the nullah below me, 
J ' Amt him through the body. He rushed off, 
hei'cely , and disappeared in a patch of grass, 
. C , 1 . 1" emntly died. In the meantime the 

1 a h l 1 1<u . ‘ x PI )cai "ed on the scene, all unconscious of 

danger, riding on a pony a hundred yards off; and 
he was only induced to* remain at a distance by the 
use of sundry objurgatory phrases, more forcible than 
polite. The tiger was soon found lying dead in the 
8 ia ° s ’ ^ut- h® must have lived some minutes after 
being hit, and would doubtless have slain anyone 
who was rash enough to approach him. 

The Gonds have some curious customs, showiim 

killed, the hfc *"£ Whei f»“ » *»“ is 

., brmgi m " Dd ? a,Ml d ° 0beis - 

ddreD t0 salaam to it, and 

jaws or on his stri t ,Jl V ° IU m ff0nt of tIie monster’s' 
our camp a panther h'TT' M ° UC vlUage n0ar 
dragged a Gond wonm " at<d ^ entered a llut > and 
on being driven off, |' ut ^ The beast, 
seizing an eight-yeaLu !° d lnto another hut and, 

)0 .y by the throat, carried 
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him off and devoured him. This tragedy occurred 
about ten days before our arrival; but my shikaris 
said that it was no use looking for the animal, as it. 
had left the neighbourhood, having been driven off 
by the incantations of the Gonds. These people, 
when a tiger or panther has been doing much 
damage to themselves or their flocks, sacrifice a 
bullock to the tiger god. and perform various rites 
and ceremonies to invoke his aid. On the night of 
the performance of these rites, the god of the Gonds, 
represented by a white tiger, perambulates the sur- 



will, and expressed his thanks to me for ridding the 
country of the tigers that had been decimating his 
flocks, whilst I presented him with a small tent to 
which lie had taken a fancy. 
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-‘ lC en< ^ °f May the effects of long drought and 
famine hegau to make themselves evident in the 
Ilingoli district, and hundreds of starving and 
emaciated people, mostly old men, women and cliil- 
c len, aovded into the cantonment, presenting a 
most pitiable spectacle. I managed to organise a 
oca ic lef v itlx the assistance of other officers, and 
about a hundred people daily assembled in front of 
my oungalow to receive a measure of grain, for 
wlnci each of them had received a ticket. Later 
on, a considerable relief-work was authorised by 
Government, winch kept the unfortunate starvelings 
alive until the welcome rain arrived, and a fall In 
prices relieved their most pressing wants. Some of 
the richer natives were most charitable, and daily 
distributed food to the famishing people; but the 
grain-dealers, on the whole, evinced their usual-, 
greedy spirit, and made corners in food-stuff's, thus 
keeping the prices of the necessaries of life up to 
starvation rates. 

Before the end of the hot season there was a 
gient < earth of water in cantonments, all the wells 

uawtkv' tlle , Ia . keS bci " g <I V, ''liilst only a small 

”1^ to r h i b i of * e *** Ei -> 

stream before , v . l( “ ’V ", 8 ‘I* 1 ’. “ ^ b ° d ° f tbe 

we water could be obtained. 

Jubilee was celebrated ^ ^ the Queen ’ 8 
sixty guns were fired in h ll0U ° Ur ol tlie occasi ° n 
the whole place ■ . movmn %> all(l at m S ht 

provided for many tl ’ Uminated - Aho food was 
the effect of the celeb,'!!^ 8 of P 00r P e0 P le ’ 80 that 
of the populace. ' ,0n reaclied the lowest strata 
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CHAPTER XVIII 

tiger-shooting 

Expedition after Tigers in 1897-Camp at Kupti again-Effeet of 
Drought—A Useless Seat— Tigress in Ohichkora—Narrow Escape 
0 -Nuttoo — S]3otted Deer-sliooting — Tigress shot above Lhona — 
Empty Beat — Eluding the Forest Guards—A Tiger killed -- 
Young Panther shot — Death of a Tigress — Horse, attacked by 

Colic — Tiger killed above C- — Tigers in the K-I?iver — 

Camp at S-Ten Blank Days— Lakes, Game, and Wild-fowl 

— Tigress shot — I miss a Tigress — A Fruitless Night "Watch — 

Death of a Tiger—Tiger shot at K-GomI Women and Tiger 

—A Cunning Tigress—March across the Mountains—Old Tiger 

and Tigress killed—Another Tiger shot—Tiger killed at S-. 

—Our Last Tiger—Game Preservation—The lulling 0 f Tiger 
Cubs—The Length of Tigers. 


Since my return from my shooting expedition ii 
189(3 I had been looking forward .to the time 1 
I would be enabled to revisit the jungles now 1- ' '' " 
to me so well, and also to explore those new . V , 1>0Wn 
inhabited by the Gonds, and described i ., V °^ ons 
viou.3 chapter. To those who h av - e t & le P re ' 
greater part of their lives in exile i u tl° tllC 

sport obtainable in Indian jungles n ff ^ aSt ’ tlle 
pensatory advantage for the ills tW i a Com ‘ 
undergone in this distant land ; and the hoZUr, 
with its scoieimg Mines and blazing sun, dreaded 
by most Europeans, is welcome to the sportsman, for 
it is then that the wild animals can be pursued with 
sonic hope of success. 
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», 1 «^> / At other seasons of the year the heavy jungles 
are very unhealthy, and are so overgrown with dank 
undeiglowth that one might seek for game in vain. 
But in the hot weather the leaves have fallen from 
t ie trees, the grass has been burnt or is dried up, 
* le . i°rest of the cold season is trans- 
iormei into a comparatively bare tract, whilst the 
nm .ec amount ot water confines the wild animals 
to cei <un tracts, and obliges them to resort to certain 
pools to slake their thirst, 

Eail) in March I made all arrangements for the 
expedition, and on the 6th of that month rode out 
forty miles from Hingoli, taking with me my brother 

A- ® urtou > an< i S- of the Royal Artillery. 

Next morning we rode on twenty-two miles to my 
camping-ground on the river bank at Kupti, undei 
the ^ old banyan-tree, where the tents had been 
pitched the two previous years, close to the tiger- 
haunted valleys I now knew so well. Here we 
were met by the old Bhima the Bhil with smiliim 
countenance, who informed us that there had been 
several tigers in the old places, but that, as far as lie 
knew, there was only one left. 

1 bt di incss of this famine year, and consequent 
Z72 °L m t 3Qd ^ -ter, had driven 
rivers,' where they ° f the S' reat 

abundance. The'di/ ' ^ C ° m> aud water in 
the jungle now and m the a PP earance of 

marked. The Pein fj ni "° 7W * P reviousl 7 wa s most 
in March, less water COUtained > even now earl 7 
the end of May ig 95 m . tliere liad 1,een i' 1 ifc at 

pools left in the Chia ] St there were lmfc fcw 
' ' llko «i and the Sheik Farid 


misTfy 



TIGER-SHOOTING 


,<SL 


valley, and the jungle was already burnt and 
bare. 

Soon after our arrival in camp, one of my sliikaris 
came in with a report that a buffalo had been killed 
in the Sheik Farid valley, about three miles from 
camp. The usual ceremonies at the ziarcit on the 
mountain-top had already been performed by our 
men, so there was no need to go all that distance to 
attend the heathen rites. We soon started off to 
beat for the animal — evidently a tigress, from the 
pugs, which I think were recognisable as those <>t 
one left the previous year; but, although ve beat a 
large part of the valley, the game could not je 

^ ounc * - , r , vc „t. up Chichk'Ora 

When the beat was o 1 ^ ^ ^ 

with Bhima to tic u b , j the sa me one- 

found marks of a tigress v\ /, 

which killed one of our annuals that night. By 
twelve o’clock next day we were m our places, and 
soon after the beat commenced a igiess walked up 
a narrow nullah far below me, and stopped about 
forty yards off, turning her green eyes upon me. 
Then, as she glanced away, I raised my rifle and 
fired, knocking her backward onto her haunches 
and she turned and rushed back down the nullah 
without uttering a sound. W e were soon on her 
tracks, and found much blood and a piece of a canine 
tooth, showing that she had been hit in the mouth. 
The nullah was deep and narrow, with shelving banks 
overgrown with thick us les and grass, where she 
obt he in wait for her foes ; so the sport was some- 

^Ht dangerous. Then S- and I crossed the 

ill ill on°the blood tracks, leaving A. R. Burton to 
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guard the farther bank; and 1 looked and saw the 
beast lying down, apparently dead, within live yards 
of u,. Lut she was very much alive, for suddenly 
•she jumped up and made off, followed by a useless 
bullet from my rifle. It was fortunate that she did 

not charge, or one of us would probably have been 

vl ''' ^ u ‘ n We climbed the bank, intending to get 
| 11,11 ^ le ^’8 less from above, and were shortly joined 
} } ni y 31 other, when suddenly the fearless Nuttoo 
appeare on the scene opposite to us, brandishing 
a stick, and breathing defiance to all the tigers in 
Asia, the tigress accepted the. challenge, and with 
a coughing roar charged the old man, who was 
lieai } P a } iug tlie penalty of Iris temerity with his 
life, for our combined fire only turned the enraged 
monster when she was a couple of paces from him. 
Nuttoo never flinched, but stood there with upraised 
stick, ready to hit the beast on the head. After 
getting back into the nullah, the tigress turned 
along by the bank and lay down and died, a few 
yards farther up. My first shot had knocked out 
some of the teeth and lodged in the back of her 
t iroat, whilst she had also been struck by three 
or four other bullets. 
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years. The following morning a man arrived 
from this party with news that a tigress had killed 
a four-horned antelope near the village of Nichpur, 
and had dragged it into a small, thickly-wooded 


% 


ravine. 

A\ e rode of! at once seven miles to the scene of 
operations, and found the faithful and indefatigable 
Chunder ready with the beaters. The beat was soon 
organised, for the ground was easy, and the tigress 
could not escape. The tracks and the mark of the 
drag led into a deep, bamboo-choked ravine, with 
a stony bed, whence there was but one exit. This 
time A. R. Burton got the best place, and shot the 
tigress without difficulty as she walked down the 
nullah. A bear then came hurriedly along above 
him, but did not offer a fair shot, owing to the 
dense cover that clothed the side of the ravine. 
It was a long way back to camp, through jungle 
and down a steep hill-side, wheie out horses found 
it difficult to keep their footing, and we did not 
i arrive until after dark, having had a hard day’s 
work. 


Next morning we found that a large tio ei - t i 
had been patrolling the banks of the dvei^f T 
previous two nights had killed one 0 f 0 ur 1 'll i 6 
in the Kinwat Forest Reserve. However 'n- 
appeared in the beat except a herd of * i 8 

a number ol pea-fowl, and a forest guard r> \ e °' ’ 

the tiger had been disturbed by tlm’forestlu T 

who are very zealous m trying to keep all the 
in the reserve for then master, the forest officer, 
although of course without his cognisance. 

Finding little chance of obtaining sport in the 


WMStyy 



TROPICS AND SNOWS 


<SL 


forest, we moved on to Patoda, where I had shot a 
large tiger the previous year. At the same time we 
sent a party to explore the jungle about Y end a 
1 enda, on the eastern confines of Kinwat. On this 
<)< casion \ye fortunately eluded the vigilance of the 
forest officer’s myrmidons, who thought that we 
had entiiely left the vicinity of the reserve, when 
\\ e w ere encamped eight miles from it. On the 15 th 
Maicli a kill v as reported to have taken place in the 
river bed near Bulja, where we beat out a fine tiger, 
which was killed by A. E. Burton without incident. 


Leaving a party of shikaris there to tie up for a 


tigress, we returned to our camp at Patoda, and 
next morning drove a couple of panthers out of the 
valley, one of which I missed with a difficult shot, 
whilst the other was shot through the stomach by 
my brother. The beast ran about a quarter of a 
mile after being hit, with its entrails hanging out, 
and then fell headlong down a steep bank into a 
nullah, where we found it lying dead. 

'I here were no tigers in the Patoda valley, so I 
sent Bhima and Xuttoo with the camp to Dhygaon, 

to look at the C-jungles and search the head of 

t ie Iv — River, whilst we that same evening rode 
over to Yenda, and bivouacked there on the bank of 
I ic mei. Next morning we entered the reserve, 

i-ii l V C ° U ^ e s l )0 tted deer, one of which I . 

, i 1 * 00 ^ shot while it was galloping across 
a glade a hundred a »rl fn i a n 
, . 1 an « fifty yards oft. On our 

return to camn « i,;u J J , , 

, „ • ,, 1 K I1 w as reported to have taken 

P t Intbebeat 

f f;;' '7" 1 ppearanee, ami tried to 

break out at several points^ l,ut was turned back, 
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and eventually came out just ahead of the beaters 
dose to A. R. Burton, who shot her dead. 

We then rode off twelve miles to Patoda, and 
bivouacked there for the night. Soon after dark 
my horse a valuable Arab, got a severe attack of 
colic; and it was an anxious time, but with the aid 
o rum and hot blankets the animal was fortunately 
brought round, and was all right by morning. 

Bay break found us on our way on an eight-mile 
111,1 u 1 ^cioss the hills, and by breakfast-time we 
arrived in camp at Dhygaon, to find that a kill had 

taken place in the nullah above C -, some seven 

miles from camp, where I had killed a tiger two 
years before. I posted S - in the tree from which 


I had killed toy tig'er, and, soon after the beat com¬ 
menced, the noise made by the stops and the angry 
responsive srrowl of the 


tiger 


ram' 


announced that 
to break out to 


the 

the 


© 

game was afoot, and try 
flank. He was turned by the artillery orderly and 

dashed past S-, who hit him far back with his 

first shot, and shot him dead with another bullet 
as he scrambled to the top of the bank forty y ards 
from me. 

This made the fifth tiger we had shot i n t ] Je 
ten days of our outing; but after this w e h v i° ^ 
of bad luck. On two occasions our shiw * ^ 
with tigers in the bed of the 
animals appeared to be wandering, and th ’ ™ 
happen upon any of our buffaloes; We encamped 
two days at Pipn, where numbers of people were 
suffering from terrible sores on their f ee t and legs, 
probably caused by bad water, and then we moved 
on to another v 


village. 


moved 

Here T was again disappointed. 
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nullah was very different to what it was in 
189o. It, was now dry, bare, and empty, containing 
no sign of tigers; so I resolved to plunge into the 
heart of the Gond country. AVe marched two days 
f"i thirty miles through dense forest, and pitched 
camp at S , in the vicinity of which the presence 
ti_i is had been reported by my shikaris when 
they visited the place in January. 

A\t had now endured ten blank days, without 
! VeU V 1 enliven the proceedings ; so we looked 
forward to finding some tigers at last in this land 
of piomise, which had never been visited by other 
sportsmen, and of which 1 have given some account 
in the previous chapter. 

The country through which we had just passed 
was all covered with dense forest, containing but 
little water atfd few villages. Consequently "there 
was scarcely any game;, and the place where we 
were now encamped, in the vicinity of which was a 
fail number of villages and abundant water was 

I* 6 an oasis in the Three miles beyond 

thc ; ^crable village, the residence of 

on till' 1 \] ° lhe Gontk Tllls vilI age was situated 
neighhr.u i° leS i ° f tW ° eXteDsive lakes > and in the 
but little ° W6re numerous favi »es, containing 

. 1 “ 0t at third£ 

courses showed +i’ , ny foot P nnts m these water- 
to the rajah and v ‘b tlgerS Were al)0ut Belonging 
affording an , ,, ’ a § ers ^ere large lierds of cattle, 

was also a fair , a ^ 10n to the ti S ers > whilst there 
deer, blue bull, ° f game ’ suck as s P otte<1 

lakes, although’ it- " 0lu '' hornecl antelope. On the 
Ax<ls n °w the end of March, were 
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countless myriads of wild-fowl, mostly cotton and 
whistling teal, but there were also some gadwalls 
and other migratory duck, whilst snipe were fairly 
numerous. Unfortunately, we had brought only a 
small supply of shot-cartridges, which were soon 
exhausted in keeping the larder supplied with wild¬ 
fowl and other game. It was reported that a man- 
eating tiger was in the vicinity, and that it had 
accounted for twenty-five victims, but, as is usual in 
such cases, the reports were greatly exaggerated, for 
we could obtain authentic intelligence of only one 
man having been killed. On the second day of <mr 
stay a buffalo was killed, only half a mile from oui 
camp. The kill was in a broad deep nullah, close to 
the road, where there was only one pool of water 
and but little shade. Before the beat commenced, I 
saw a large tigress emerge from the ong glass 
on the far side of the watercourse, and descend the 
bank, coming in my direction. She soon appeared 
oil my side of the stream, and then turned her flank 
to me, stopping behind some bushes. I fired too 
hastily, and hit her through the hind-leg, and she 
galloped out into the open between me and niv 
brother, who dropped her dead with a good shot 
through the heart; she went over like a rabbit 
struck with a charge of shot. 

Next morning a kill was reported to bn„, 4. 1 

place in the D- nullah, on the far side (-/ly 11 

lake. Soon after the beat commenced !• ie 

climo along U,c hank 6f the Waterw J-‘ S 
I was posted, and was walking strai.rhr + 1 

when one of the stop* fcdfehly £t ^ l "* 
,.„w. The tigress rtoppc.l, a nd then ^ ‘“.““tered 
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growl streaked past me through the jungle fifty 
}‘tnls 80 that I obtained only two difficult snap* 
S lots, and of course missed the beast. This was a 
gieat t isappointment, for she would have doubtless 
v.t vet slowly by had she not been startled, as she 
was gorged with beef, and the heat was intense. 

ie vas a bold animal, for she came back that 
same mg it and slew another buffalo that had been 
tied up m the same place, under a clump of trees, 
near a clear pool of water that lay among the rocks. 
This time she was disturbed before the beat com¬ 
menced, and went off without giving us so llluc ] l as 
a glimpse of her striped coat. 

That night S - sat up in a tree over the 

remains of the kill, but did not get a shot, as there 
was no moonlight. The tigress came in the middle 
of the night, and left before dawn, a crunching of 
bones in the darkness having been the sole indica¬ 
tion of her presence. The following night she killed 
'mother buffalo, lower down the nullah; but, as two 
other kills had taken place, we resolved to leave this 
( 1 _7 ,< ss ;t° 1 ' the present, she having doubtless become 
of tli('-'' lH ^“ V < uun “ 1 S- We rode out six miles to one 
the ll,;[ 1,Ct : The tragedy had taken place on 

certahi'th*^ ^ '’ road ’ ( by river bed, where it seemed 
were visil i s ^ ou ^ find the tiger, for his marks 

NeverthdU yWhere in tlie sand ’ 

buffalo bavin,, \ We were disappointed, for, the 
walked off a lo n ,! CCU a 6 tnall one, the beast lad 
picked it up "W w >th it. Tie seemed to have 
devoured it in t , l ca ^ carries A mouse, and had 
limits of the beat ^ P atc h of grass beyond the 

P- Burton and 1 then took 
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shikaris and beaters with us, and made all haste 
to the other kill, which had taken place seven miles 
up the nullah, at the same spot where we had shot 
the tigress, near the village of S-. As he had a 


o j - - * vji kj-. xxo 11 u hull u 

bad attack of fever, 'S-could not accompany us, 

and was obliged to return to camp. 

When we arrived on the scene of action the 
sun was. already sinking towards the hills, add the 
lengthening shadows had thrown the watercourse 
into shade when I took up my position in my old 
place, whilst my brother was posted on the far side 
of the nullah. The beat had scarcely commenced, 
when i heard the tiger roar fiercely on the other 
side of the watercourse. It turned out afterwards, 
that his anger had been excited by a waist-cloth, 

him towards the 


guns, 


hung on a bush to turn 
which he had torn down by a stroke o ns nn © 1 y 
paw. He then tried to break out of the beat, and 
was with difficulty turned by one of my sepoys, who 
was sitting in a tree, fortunately in a safe position. 

The tiger then came back towards the nullah, 
looking very evilly inclined, and descended into it 
some thirty yards behind me. I hit him behind 
the shoulder, rather far back, and he dashed up the 
bank and went about for some time, wounded unto 
death, for his lungs were pierced, and then he turned 
and dropped into a patch of grass. 

In the meantime the local rajah, who had been 
following us all day to see the sport, but bad onlv 
n [,w caught us up, suddenly appeared imnr, + i,„ 
scene. He was riding on 


appeared up on the 

. . • , a P 0n y towards the 

grounded tiger, all ignorant of bis dans 


light possibly have met with * 
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end had not A. R. Burton, who did not at first 
recognise him, fired such volleys of abuse as caused 
him to flee in the direction whence he came. After 
a careful search we found the tiger lying dead in 
the grass, and at nightfall he was carried into camp 
amid the acclamations of the multitude. 

Next day a kill was reported at K- ■, a place 

four miles off, which I had already visited, and 
found so favourable for a beat that I felt confident 




that the tiger would be slain. lie was, however, 
almost escaping, for, when coming straight towards 

S-, a four-homed antelope dashed across his 

path, causing him to swerve off and try to leave 
the beat to one flank. Fortunately, my brother saw 
the beast going off, and with a long shot hit him low 
down behind the elbow, rolling him over and causing 
him to turn back. 

1 was posted a long way off behind a small hill 
on the other side of the beat, so saw nothing of what 
happened, and was therefore somewhat astonished 
five minutes after the shot was fired, to hear 

the heavy tread 0 f » tiger approachjng me ^ 

s nhdT[ 1 Cmelge< ! f r * hc coming 

“ ° , towards >»c with alow and slouching gait" 

wounded u'“l aI r, g 1 Perceiwl that lre was sorely 
so the l C ,est beiIlg covered witl > Wood. And 
hanging J i,ead mt Came : “ lon S with painful step and 
1 dropped him fi," i ! “ KS&1 beneath my tree 
first shot had st! u ^ * l,ullet "> the neck. The 
part, and had inflL T ^ lo ' v to ‘"j ure aD y vital 
the beast would ,1 i ° T ’ 7 il su P erficial wound, so 
trouble had not Iff. havc given us much 

s la te brought him to one of the 
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The carcase was carried to the adjacent 
village, wliere a hen was decapitated in front of it 
hy the Goods, as an offering to the tiger god ; whilst 
.dl the women assembled and did obeisance to the 
monster, bringing also their children, and placing 
each a small coin on the tiger’s body or in front of 
its jaws. For these primitive people look on the 
tiger as their god ; and small marvel, seeing what a 
wondrous creature he is, with matchless symmetry 
of form and mighty strength, before which man 
seems an insignificant puppet. 

Next day we went to look for the tigress 1 had 

missed, now T the only animal of its kind remaining 

in the vicinity, but we could not find the beast. 

The day after that, she killed another buffalo—this 

time in the same jdacc where we had alicady shot 

two tigers. But the beat was empty, and it was 

evident that she had left very early in the morning, 

knowing full well the significance of a tied-up 

buffalo. So we tied up another, and went sadly 

home, determining to try a stalk the following day 

Next morning at daybreak we crept noiselessly 

up to the place, where we found this buffalo j 

dead, and the red flesh still reeking; but the cm * ^ 

beast had fled into the night, and all our l Q k 1U1U ® 

UU) our was 

in vain. 

We now decided to leave this tigress • 

search of more attainable game, so moved ^ g ° 111 

bills to P-, where the brother of mil the 

UI °ur Gond rajah 


resided. This rajah was quite a hum! 1 • v 
—a more savage in comparison with 1 \° m< lviclual > 
tive,—labouring in the fields i n p 118 au guJ rela- 

men; but he was a good fellow ^ his 

51 fitl, although there 

'\ < y r ) 
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were no tigers about his village, he gave me such 
information as enabled us to bring five more tigers 
to bag within the next fortnight. 

The new rajah told us we would find tigers at 
® > a village eight miles off; so I sent Bhima 

them with a party of followers, and next day re¬ 
ceived news that there were tigers about. Our carts 
and camels could get to B- only by making a 


<SL 


detour of forty miles, so I got out of the difficulty 
b\ ieducing the baggage as far as possible; and 
then, collecting all available villagers to carry it, 
about twenty Gonds, we inarched across the hills 
to the new ground. Our way lay through some 
very fine country, over tall hills with precipitous 
sides, and across deep rocky ravines. Some five 
miles from our .camp we arrived on a steep declivity 
overlooking the bed of the river, to which we de¬ 
scended with some difficulty. Our path lay through 
a dense forest, containing many giant clumps "of 
thick bamboos, and tall ebony and other trees. 
The bed of the ravine was strewn with huge 
boulders, as though torn by titanic hands from the 
locks above, and hurled with thunderous volume 
into the vale below. The stream was now dry in 
m0S 1 t 1)laces ’hut here and there were silent shaded 
!lli'ti Wll ° SC margins the refreshing verdure 
in ' ’ U ' e re y-brown colours of the burnt-up 

and ^sorTV 16 1)am h°os were all withered and dry, 

^ <* » P b y 

of bamboos, ll.L * gr0Uml A S eneral seetll ” S 
and after wbieh tuTa "” ly °" cc “ thirty 

dcntly taken f »>*<1 * e « 

a fortunate occurrence for tne 
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natives in this 


year of famine. No living thing 
stirred in the depths of the forest, save for the 
tree-crickets that screeched aloud with ceaseless 
whirr of wings; J>ut as we approached our desti¬ 
nation towards evening the jungle-fowl and pea-fowl 
began to awake the echoes in the neighbouring glen, 
and the silence was broken by the bark of the 
spotted deer. 

Our new camp was pitched beneath some tama¬ 
rind-trees near the village of B-, on the margin 


o 

of a broad, stony river bed. The river contained a 
considerable amount of water, distributed in pools 
throughout its length, and it was also shaded h) 
cool covers of jamun bushes and tamaiisk, vheie 
tigers could lie at ease during the heat of the cay. 


Next mornin 


o- 1 went to look at the buflaloes 


that hal been tied up, and found that one had 
been killed in the bed of the ravmc, a couple of 
miles below the camp. Wo managed to collect some 
thirty beaters, including those who had brought 
our baggage from the last village. Soon after the 

beat commenced a tiger walked out to S--who 

shot it through the heart. Shortly afterwards a 
tigress came through the cover in front of me, and 
trotted across some forty yards oft', giving vent to 
sundry growls, and then broke into a gallop I 
could easily have shot her, but saw that she was 
making straight for S , so left her alone She 
dashed by five yards from S-, who ahot 

through the body, and she tore on, but plunged 
wit h a crash into a clump of bamboos a hundred 
yards farther on, on the mar gm of ^ 

W e found her lying dead. 
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These were a very old tiger and tigress, with 
t leu coats faded by age to a light-yellow colour, 

Ti',T' 1 Can ' ue teeth worn and broken to stumps. 

"} >-'d infested these jungles and haunted the 

, lQ r many years, and had stolen 

f ' ? o i Ue ^ 10m ^' c tillage herds. So bold and 
v :ii <u they become from long impunity, the 

f l 1 ”r d " S - ti&t «'»>• would' frequently 

the inhabitants of the vil & i^ temS Wlth 
molested. ° ^ wllora they never 

Next morning we decided to move on b„f w 
leaving we killed ..otter tiger, ttat l,.,i 


71 thC tig ? r t ™ tti,, S “ l0 »g through 


, , „ .wui»wng along through 

clo e tree-forest towards A. R. Burton, who killed"; 

rv.tl. two bullets. On the same day we moved on 
to our next campmg-ground, lower down the river 
on the road found the tracks of a tigress 1 

“ C ° rae t0 «^ B~ *»i»g the night e Jfod we 


| Mm 7 cd «"** we would doubtless have Inou^ 

^ZZo^oft l Ci.“ ot amry tlmtsbe 

a lame"!dL°° thi “, g here ’ we raoved 011 to 3 - , 

where we were hi’ !n ° f * COns * derable stream, 
round by road ^ ° lU ' eam l ) > which had come 

in the vicinity |,i hgers were reported to be 
after our arrival tl - ^ " <lS 110 ^ un ^ hie second day 
in the bed 0 f f( * 0,10 0l11 ' buffaloes was Killed 

S-. Ju the l„.,!i lt | 1C ° U1Se ncar tIlc v ’ bage of 

on the shelving bank T CnsUec *’ 1 occu pied a plaej 

° flic river, where the shady 
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trees and bushes cast their shadows on the. sand and 
shingle below, and on a broad pool of water that 
covered half the breadth of the river bed. Before 
tin. beat commenced a herd of spotted deer came out, 
headed by a fine stag, and drank at the pool, but 
dashed oil in alarm on hearing the first shout of the 
beaters. 


Soon an immense tiger emerged from the bushes 
on the far side of the river. He looked around 
him, standing with fearless and majestic mien, then 
trotted across the sand, splashed through the water, 
and climbed the bank a hundred yards above me. 
It was indeed a magnificent sight, and alone worth 
marching all the way we had come. On arriving at 
the top of the bank the tiger was turned back by 
mv horse-keeper, who had been posted theic for this 
purpose. Uttering a fierce growl, he trotted along 
the shady bank straight towards me, and passed 
within two or three yards, rccci\ing a bullet as he 
went. He galloped oil into thick jungle, and we 
followed cautiously on the blood tracks, arid found 
him dead a couple of hundred yards farther on. 

A few days later, A. R. Burton shot our last 

tiger near the village of P-, about five miles r ff 

and the end of the week found us on our wa - } ° ' 
At one place 1 spent a day in pursuit of bison 
although tracks of a large solitary bull wV. / >Ut 
and I followed the spoor during the 
the day, I was unable to come U p 1, part of 
There were but few bison in the dim • ? le an “ na *‘ 
tracks of a ted of about seven „ , We f °™ d 

same l>la«s, and on another occ as i“,''o “ T' ''l 
Nuttoo came across a small herd uim c1 ' an< * 
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On the march back we found that but few tigers 
remained in the country we had passed through, 
file tigress was still haunting the same valley near 
the lajalis village, and at another place on the top 


of the mountain 


s we came across the tracks of a 


tigress and two cubs; but we did not wish to shoot 
cubs or their mother. And marching day after day 
we at length left the jungle, and, after a couple of 
days passed in antelope-shooting, arrived at Hingoli 
the first week in May. 

It may not he inopportune to make here some 
remarks regarding the killing of tiger cubs, a prac¬ 
tice that is very prevalent among some sportsmen. 
Although there is an abundance of big game still 


remaining in many parts of India, it is confined to 
a much more limited area than in days gone by. 
11ns may, no doubt, be ascribed in great measure 
to tlie increased population and to the spread of 
lines of communication over the land. Still, the 
extensive region of Government Reserved Forests, 
and the less accessible and more remote parts of the 
country, serve to afford a shelter for the wild animals 
'v'-e they c„„ increase and multiply, ” ic 

game laws f ore c iu certain ports of ti 
further conhil . . 1 m ot tllc country 

all kinds I I 10 pre8ervation of game of 
parts of the 'T'"'! 01 ’ m ^ le more accessible 
noticeable ?“ “ “““ the decre “> of game is 

game formerly . i° man y localities where big 
no wild animal jg | U ? ( C ^’ * >ut w % re m these days 
entirely due to t] u .° f . met ^nd this is llot 

shooting. T„ 1 . e , i( |. f | u,ses detailed above, nor to fair 
big-game shooting a ^ rQ0 ®f any old book on 

,lf! sees how cows, docs, and 
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funds, according to their kind, were indiscriminately 
slaughtered, whilst the young of all animals were 


considered fair game. 


Nowadays, things are better in some respects. 
The killing of females of the ungulata is considered 
unsportsmanlike, so also is the destruction of their 
young, which is consequently seldom indulged in. 
M hat I would urge is, with reference to deer, bison, 
and such animals, that the unlimited slaughter of 
males should also be discountenanced, and that 
sportsmen should be satisfied when a few heads of 
each species have been obtained. 

1 would further suggest that the immunity 
enjoyed by the young of harmless animals should 
be extended to the young of dangerous game, such 
as tigers and bears. Fair shooting does compara¬ 
tively little harm, but the promiscuous slaughter 
of females and young must m time bring a lout, a 
serious diminution, if not an entire destruction, of 
game. I fear that the practice of the slaughter 
of tiger cubs is, from my own observation during 
the last few years, only too prevalent. There can 
surely be no two opinions on this question aniono- 
true sportsmen ; and it may be presumed that, them 
retically, most men will agree that the practice is a 
reprehensible one, and should be discontinued in the 
same manner as the slaying of does and hinds and 
tlieir young. 


The pica that tigera are danger*,, and destru0 . 

tive animals, and should therefore be destroyed 
active of ago or sex, wU1 not ^ ^ 

a moment, l'oi it may be assum 0 <1 +-i , , 

shoot for the sake of sp„, t . >“ V*"™ 

3 aim not from motives 
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philanthropy. And as sportsmen deplore the 
decrease of game, it is to their interest to commit 
no acts tending towards that decrease, more than is 
rendered necessary by fair shooting. And the killing 
of the young of any animal, whether tiger or deer, 
cannot he termed fair shooting. The cub has no 
chance of escape, it is not dangerous to pursue, and 
it does not yield a trophy of any value. 

To what, then, must we ascribe a practice, wanting 
in every element of sport, which is as reprehensible 
aa it is prevalent? Beyond doubt, to the desire, 
among some men, of being able to boast of having 
obtained a big bag, regardless of what the bag consists, 
proxided the animals composing it mav be referred 
to as tigers. For the public is in such cases not 
genei all) informed that the bag consists of so many 
tigers and so many cubs. The animals are usually 
all referred to as tigers, irrespective of their size; and 
] have even heard it stated that one sportsman was 

“ f c , h f blt of “"“tog iu hi » log tigers yet unborn 
and of Claiming the reward for their destruction ’ 
t may be urged that cubs deprived of the 

rrf? r; ld ^ JE 

tention it" ^ ** themselves - But to this con- 
should not?" i let0lte ^’ tbat Egresses with cubs 
tigress be i? , m ° lested i wllilsfc , however, should the 

small to look kllled ’ and the cubs be to ° 

capture, it would l< f themselves and too large to 
than to leave them <: ° Ul ^ 1>C better to shoot tliem 
It is probably 0 nl r ° 1)ensb miserably of starvation, 
of sportsmen to thl ne . Cessai 7 to call the attention 
full concurrence with* 0 ?’ in . order to obtaiu their 

the justice of these remarks, 



;iml it i.s to be hoped that the wanton killing of 
tiger cubs will be so far discountenanced in future 
as to call down well-deserved obloquy on the per¬ 
petrators of such deeds. 

In a chapter devoted exclusively to tiger-shooting, 
it may be considered necessary to make some remarks 
on the length of tigers, but I have no wish to join 
m any such controversy. I therefore merely append 
the measurements, carefully taken in a straight line, 
and not round the curves of the body, of twenty- 
seven tigers brought to bag by me in the Deccan in 
the years 1895, 1896, 1S97. 


Animal. 


1. Tigress 

2. Tiger 

3. „ 

4. ,, 

5. ,, 

6 . ,, 

7. ,, 

3. „ 

0. „ 

10. Tigress 

11 . ,, 

12 . „ 

13. „ 

14. Tiger 

15. Tigress 
10. „ 

17. Tiger 

18. Tigress 
10. Tiger 

20. Tigress 

21. Tiger 

22 . „ 

23. ., 

24. Tigress 

25. Tiger 

20 . ,, 

27. » 


Length of 
Head and 
IJod.v. 


ft. in. 
5 0 


Lengt h of Total 

Tail. Length. 


0 


ft. in. 
3 0 


b 

4 
3 
3 
0 
8 

5 
9 
8 

3 ; 

2 
G 

5 
2 

10 
3 
8 
3 
1 

6 
0 

n 

5 11 

5 11 
5 


1 


2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

10 

0 

8 

11 

0 

10 

10 

0 

11 

U* 

11 

0 

0 

H 

H 

11 

1 

1 


| ft. 
8 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 

7 

8 
8 

7 

8 
9 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
9 
8 
9 
8 
8 
9 
8 


/ 

4 

3 

3 

0 

8 

7 

3 

6 

3 

10 

1 

0 

3 

0 

10 

9 

h 

2 

1 

6 

H 

4 

10 

0 

2 


Measurements 
of Skull from 
end to end 
and across 
Zygomatic 
Arches. 


inches. 

1 Hx 8 

mxs? 
13$ x 8$ 
13 x8$ 
13 x8i 

13 xS} 

14 x9.it 
13$ x p| 

11$ x S 

H»x7J 
ll$x8J 
14? x 9$ 

]\i*n 

IHxTfi 
18* x 4 
ll»x7i 
134 x 91 

13V x 9' 
124x81 
13ix9' 
111x84 

13Jx4 

13$ x 9jj 



A young tiger. 
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This expedition finished my big-game shooting 
for the present, with the exception of a bear and a 
panther which I brought to bag at Singlii, some 
twenty miles from Hingoli, towards the end of May. 
In November I obtained a year’s leave, and embarked 
for England, hoping to return some day and revisit 
those jungles where it has been my lot to meet with 
such good sport. 

And what recreation could be more desirable ? 
\\ hat greater pleasure can man have than this wan- 

( ( %v ^ P^ces, far from the track of civilisation 

and from the turmoil and trouble of the world, with 
Ins trusty slnkans, Ins rifle, and the wild beasts for 
companions? Such adventures give us somethin^ 
to think of, something to look back upon from the 
dreary .waste of the years to come, when the “ jun<de- 
call ” shall no longer sound in our ears. The grinnin- 
feline skull that stands upon the bracket, the striped 
skin that decks the floor, will bring back to the 
memory thoughts of glorious days. Such thoughts, 

whe„T T’ Wi " temain “ Dd S la<ldci > Wt 

the !„nLTf n gTO ™ t0 ° d ‘ m *° dR,w a bead, 
and » au lw° C ' ,Ie 40 r “ ise 11 lif)o «o the shoulder. 

and the co, t" S “ Ve tlle tro l ,hics of the chase 
° ““twplation of tlie past. 


misfy 
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A MONTH IN NORWAY 

Voyage to Europe—Brindisi—Naples—Pompeii—Pome—Voyage to 
Norway—Travelling in Norway—Bergen—The Sogn Fjord— 
Vadlieim—Sandc—The Viks Lake—Trout in Norway—A Fisher¬ 
man’s Cottage—Norwegian Hotels—Langeland—Ferde Hafstadt 
—Timber in Norway—Nedre Vascnden—A Land of no Night 
The Jolster Lake and Biver—Voyage to Skei—The great Jolster 
Glacier—Fishing at Skei—The Bredhcun Lake-Sombre Scenery 
—Absence of Fauna -Great Lake Trout-Otters --The Sandals 
T nl-n Tbp Bed Fiver—A Wonderful Valley—Remnants of the 

the Norwegians. 

At the end of 1897, having obtained a year’s leave, 

I left Bombay in the steamer Egypt, and arri\ed at 
Brindisi after a voyage of some twelve days, if 
possible a more monotonous journey than usual, for 
we had come from a plague-infected port, and were 
not permitted to land anywhere en route. Brindisi 
is not an interesting port, except from its associations 
to us Anglo-Indians, as being the ultima thule of 
Europe, the southern point whence w e sail for the 
East on our departure, and land again on our return 
perhaps after many years At this place we are 
inclined to look back through the vista of l on «, -Jars 
to the dny when we hint stood here, l„„ kin £'fo, 

-■ 
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tide of life for ever flows eastwards, and ever returns 
m essence! volume, for to how many has this proved 
a * t}gian shore, where they have embarked for a 

T-r° f - 0Sfc footefce P s > newer to return ! 
aMiig no inducement to remain at Brindisi, I 
joutnej C( .1 ong the western coast of Italy to Naples, 
and, having visited the lost city of Pompeii, passed 
on to see the wonders of Pome. But the attractions 
of the Eternal City were not sufficient to keep me 
there long, and I was glad to reach the shores of 
England again after some years of exile. 

The wanderer on the face of the earth soon tires 
of the calm joys of English country life, and the 
turmoil of great cities is apt to become wearisome 




to one who has been accustomed to pass the greater 
I )ai 't of his time' in the comparative seclusion of an 
Indian station. Yet one does not like to stray far 
from one’s native land during the short period of 
hard-earned leave, and Europe generally offers but 
few attractions. Still there is a country yet remain 
mg on the tourist-ridden Continent where m,„ ‘ 
travel free and untrammelled amid a. em ^ 

primitive civilisation, whilst the sport it T‘l n 
to ite attractions for most Englishmen. * 8 

t tak ° * b * 

less easily accessible "l'™ 11 P6nmsuIa arc more or 
steamers which run'! !•{ r ° ad ’ or b 7 tIie coasting 
sea whence the vik'h,', those arms of the 
excursions in th e LSSUe ^ 011 their predatory 
the whole of Europ,! tJje y overran almost 

10 country has not yet been 
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spoilt by tourists, although it is visited annually by 
ei-increasing thousands, but the people do not 
exhibit that rapacity which characterises the in¬ 
habitants of most Continental countries, who regard 
the British traveller as their lawful prey. The mode 
ol travelling, whether by steamer or by carriage, is 
fairly comfortable. The vessels are well-appointed 
and commodious, whilst the vehicles procurable at 
the posting-stations are well-horsed by sure-footed 
though somewhat slow ponies. The fishing to be 
obtained is excellent. The salmon rivers are all 
rented at high prices, but trout-fishing is to be 
obtained free of cost in nearly all parts of the 
country. 

Late in June 1898 I. made the voyage to Bergen 
in the Wilson Line steamer Eldorado from Hull, and 
arrived at my destination after a good passage in 
that excellent vessel. 

Bergen is situated at the head of a deep bay, 
enclosed by lofty mountains. There is not much of 
interest to be seen in the town, which is chiefly 
notable as being the oldest of the Hanse towns 
is said to be always raining there; and the short 
period of my stay was no exception to the rule f 
it poured incessantly. I remained there only 1 ^ 
enough to make the necessary arrangements f ° U ^ 
journey, and then took passage by coastiim- T. W 
up the Sogn Fjord to Yadheim. The vov ® 1 ' teamer 
fjord was not particularly interesting Up tllc 

on the coast is not as fine as it i s ,' c Soeuci T 

the country, being characterised by 1 luter * or 
cks, which remind one somewhat r ^ Un<1 ,jarreu 

rabia ; but farther up the fi\ i° , ® shores of 

• ,orcl the mountains 


hi 
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^ ere splashed with snow, and at times clothed with 
forests of birch and pine trees stretching down to 
the water’s edoe. 

» TT 

110U1 ' adheim a drive of nine miles through a 
101 k) gorge, and along the bank of a river which at 
times widened out into small lakes, brought me to 
’ aU( e , a hamlet situated on the bank of a fine 
stream that flows into the Sond Fjord. The river 
)e o\\ a fall about half a mile from the hotel is let 
m m fishing, but above that the proprietor has 

hc "f" ot fishi “S for some little distance. The 
turnt here are of small size, and are not worth 
casting a fly for ; the reputation of the river appears 
to rest principally upon a six-pound fish that was 
caught in front of the hotel some years ago. There 
is, however, a good pool in the river some four miles 
above Sande, -where twenty-two trout, the largest 
weighing four pounds, were killed on the evening of 
my arrival. ° 

Better sport is obtainable in the Viks Lake 
about five miles distant, where I had two days 
isnng with the Devon minnow, basketing some 

upward "7!^- “ ™ ght ^ “ a Ponnd 
miles Ion'. ^ ^ 1S a fine sheet of water many 
which fvf SUrr( ! Uncled h y § Teat ^rest-clad mountains, 

The trout^in^+f Sheei ‘ fr ° m the Water ’ 8 ed S e - 
greatly i u ^ 0rwa ^ lakes and rivers vary 

not considemd bt aDCe ’ alth ° U ? h the differences are 

separation into J Sufficient to justify their 

generally ascribed ^ Species ’ the varieties bein l 
strange, if this i s t j, t0 0cal conditions - But it; is 

and colouring are f! ' T ’ that trout of varied sha P e 
lnd riot only in the same lake, 

J 
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but in the same part of the water. I have caught 
iu one part of a lake trout of silvery hue, with no 
pink spots; and others more like English trout, 
with golden sides and pink spots, whilst the flesh of 
some ot these fish is white, and of others is salmon- 
coloured. However, that water has a great deal to 
do with the colouring of trout is evident from the 
fact that fish of an almost black hue may be taken 
o.ut of dark pools among* the rocks, whilst the red 
colouring matter of streams containing iron is im¬ 
parted to the inhabitants of its water, and those fish 
that live in the water flowing from snow and ice are 
generally of a light green colour, like the element in 
which they exist. 

At Viks I entered an old fisherman’s cottage, by 
invitation. It was a most primitive habitation, 
built, like all Norwegian edifices, of planks on a 
basis of stone some three or four feet high. I he 
roof was also of planks, with a layer of turf on 
the top, on which shrubs ot considerable size were 
growing. 

The hotel at Sarnie is exceedingly comfortable 
and its proprietor is a most courteous and obliging 
host, exerting himself in every way for the coin 
venience of his guests. Like nearly all bnildiuo" 
in Norway, the hotels are all constructed of w ^ 
and there is considerable danger of fi re ° ' 



•o v f 


worn 4° 



a notice 
occupant 
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to the effect that, in case of fire, the 
~r—*“ of the chamber should get out of the 
window and cross the sloping roof below, where 
lie would find a ladder descending to the ground. 
Generally speaking, the hotels in Norway are very 
<omfortable, and the proprietors are not grasping; 
indeed, the unmercenary character of the Nor¬ 
wegians, generally, is most noticeable. The usual 
i<ug( in the country hotels .is only four kvoncv 
( n about four shillings) a day, inclusive of every- 
t un 0 , so the cheapness of the country is another 


thing to recommend it to those whose means are 


limited. 

From Sande an uphill drive of seven miles brings 
the traveller to Langeland, where there is a posting- 
station and a farmhouse in which accommodation for 
a few visitors is available. There is said to be good 
fishing in the neighbouring lake, but I did not try 
it, and drove on seven miles farther to Ferde Haf- 
Gadt. This was a pleasant drive along a good road, 
that winds along the mountain-sides to the valley 

• 1 . 7 ' At ° ne time the road skirts tliG shore of 
^ »‘ l precipitous rocks at the side. Just 

1 .°ri» l f aC ^ D ^ our destination we passed above a 
u 111 lake studded with small wooded islets, and 

tlu- l-i}-c ^ moun f a i ns - The calm surface of 

the w‘V-. U<t> '' loken b y innumerable rising fish, but 

•r y | ,'Tpeared to be shallow, and it is doubtful 
31 it holds trom • 

Ferde H f aUy ' S1Ze ‘ 

on the bauk'/f 1 * 8 a ccm siderable village, standing 
PiniA i° a laver near its mouth on the Soncl 

The river is 

mon-fishings and a fish of fifty-one 
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pounds, killed here a few years-ago, is outlined on 
the steps of the hotel. 

1 10 m Ferde I drove on fourteen miles to Nedre 
asencen, on the Jolster Lake, passing en route 
through a dense forest of fir and birch trees. The 
tun jet in Norway, or at least in this part of it, is 
disappointing, the trees of all kinds being very 
small, and far inferior to English and Scotch woods. 

saw none of the tall Norwegian pines that one 
heaio so much about, for those that came under 

* m y observation were comparatively insignificant in 
• size. 




Nedre Vasenden is situated on the shore of the 
great Jolster Lake, an expanse of water some four¬ 
teen miles in length, and varying from one to three 
miles in breadth. The Jolster River, famous for its 
trout, rushes out of the lake close to the hotel, whilst 


a fine waterfall was visible from the window of my 
room. At midnight 1 sat at my window listening 
to the roaring of the torrent, and looking out at the 
waterfall and the snow-clad mountains. At this 
time of the year, early in July, it was light enough 
to read at midnight, and Norway is then j n 1 -i° 


although the ev 


land of no night 
rapidly towards the end of the month. 


/emn gs draw 


cl* 

111 


Vasenden is very comfortable, and can b e ^°^ ^ 
mended for a prolonged stay, as the ffo] • ' recom ' 
neigbbourhood is generally good. 111 the 

During my stay there the sport 
unfavourable weather, and I' cauo-ht hy 

pound in weight. The Jolster j ,^° ^ over a 
contains some immense trout, i <l doubtless, 


pounds was caught here last ve., , ° ne of fifteen 

Wt these great 
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fish seem to lie at the bottom of the deep water, and 
are seldom killed. 

The river at Nedre Vasenden holds good fish, 
and it affords the principal attraction to the many 
anglers who annually visit this place. It is a broad 
and rapid stream, with marshy banks, rand it is 
necessary to wade in order to reach the best pools. 

A steamer runs thrice daily across tire Jolster 
“ike to Skei, occupying about two hours on the 
'un age of fourteen miles, and on this I embarked 
a ew days stay at Vasenden. The journey 
.-(cross the U, affords one a good opportunity of 
observing and admiring the beautiful scenery which 
,s characteristic of this port of Norway. The Jolster 
Lake rs bright and open, with mountains sloping 
down to its shores, partly covered with forest and 
partly with open pasture and cultivated land, amidst 
which stand many picturesque hamlets. In the 
distance snowy peaks pierce the sky, and near Skei 
the steamer passes an arm of the lake, at the head 
Of Which the great Jolster glacier, the largest in 

the trt f See “,"' here 11 crops out from Sheath 

is crossed ° V "! ““"“‘“-tops. This glacier- 

tourists f " 7 '’ 7 3 COM »feraUe number of 

a distance! an,lT° M 7 1 preferre<1 to vicw ;t from 
mice with ' t ' sll ' ec t0 mal;e »o nearer acquaint- 
vanity that i lK eed ’ I cannot understand the 
for the vik, n ^ K * P eo ple to climb mountains merely 
At Skei / “ 7 "' 8 * hat have been there. 

good fish both in S °' 1 | SOme dft y s - and some 

head of the fj or ,l ake uear tlie and at the 

waters of the lake' Tr ^ glacier stream J oins the 

118 stream is some seven miles 


mtSTffy 
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rom Skei, and is therefore a good long pull; hut I 
used to take my lunch and go out for the whole day, 
whilst the journey was not wasted, for many fish 
could be caught on the way by trailing a minnow 
behind the boat. The trout here are of fine size and 
quality, and the icy water from the glacier appears 
to endow them with extra vitality, so they afford 
good sport. Large fish are caught here not infre¬ 
quently ; I myself was so fortunate as to capture a 
trout of six pounds weight, whilst two others of nearly 
nine pounds each were killed in the same locality. 

The great objections to Norway are the climate 
and the food ; but as regards the former the year 
was doubtless an unusually damp one, for it rained 
constantly during July, and when a cold wind was 
not prevalent the clouds hung low on the mountains, 
and sometimes descended to the surface of the water. 
Good meat does not appear to be obtainable in the 
country, and an everlasting diet of badh -cooked 
fish and eggs is apt to pall. 

From Skei I drove seven miles along the hank 

of a small stream to the shore of the Bredheim Lake 

and there embarked myself and baggage on a laro-e 

boat rowed by two men and a woman. They nulled 

across the lake to the village of Red, a voyage that. 

occupied us nearly four hours, although the dist-n ' 

was not more than six or seven miles ; hut + 1 , ' dUCe 
, i ^_ r , . ’ uu tile water 


was very rough, and a strong head wind 


Was blowing. 


•at, and 


On the way 1 trailed a minnow behind the b . 
caught a fine tiout and a grayling of ,, 
weight. Besides trout, grayling ,,ud k 6 l»»“ d 
only fish that exist in these wafers 7 Me thc 
to l,e scarce, and are seldom 11,1 t,le y * 


dcnn caught. 


appear 
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The Bredheim Lake is a vast and gloomy expanse 
of water, surrounded by sombre, precipitous moun¬ 
tains, rising generally sheer from deep water, and 
clad with dark pine trees which cling in groups to 
the poor soil of the rocky heights. In the cold and 
rainy weather experienced there, I found this lake a 
most depressing place, and its sombre scenery reminds 
one of nothing so much as a picture from Dante’s 
Inferno. Few villages are seen upon the shore, and, 
except at Red, but little pasture land or cultivation 
are on the margin of the lake. It is a great expanse 
of dark water, surrounded by overhanging rocks and 
gloomy forests, from which thin waterfalls drop into 
the lake, and even on the rare occasions when I saw 
a gleam of sunshine the scenery did not lose its 
sombre aspect.' In the vicinity are some tall moun¬ 
tains topped by eternal snow, and sometimes fresh 
snow could be seen falling on the heights 

Tke forests around the Bredheim Lake are of 
vast extent, and one would think that they should 
contain a considerable tjuantity of „ ame 1 , 

both “Oimal and bird lifo^d ‘ t uj ff 7 destltute of 
appears to be eh a * • ’. 16 a ^ sen ce of fauna 

of Norway 0 „r cte “ t,c ° f tlle ^ of this part 
see few sbr lls r tlave rse miles of forest and 
A few beaiS are "'*} d llfe stirring in the thickets, 
tains, or occasion^ !^’ S S6e . n ° n ^ ie higher rnoun- 
by making depred ^ ^ 1Ve eva: ^ ence of their presence 
are very scarce • ^ 10ns 011 the sheepfolds, but they 
said to exist. ^j ao ° llJ0 ij nx es, foxes, and hares are 
and an occasional^] 08 an< ^ ti eld fares arc numerous, 

C011 rnay be seen soaring over 


TAINfSfyjy 
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tlie precipices that skirt the lakes, but birds are 
generally scarce, ihe reason for this is not very 
evident. 1 here is a profusion of wild berries of 
various kinds growing on the mountain-sides, whilst 
insect life is everywhere abundant; so there is no 
lack of food for both furred and feathered denizens 
of the forest, whilst the mountains and woods offer 
innumerable secure retreats. 

It is most probable that there has never been 
an abundance of wild life in a country where human 
life is in many parts almost imperceptibly sprinkled 
over the earth’s surface, and where tlie inhospitable 
winter with its long nights is so unfavourable to 
existence. 

The fishing on the Bredheim Lake is not gene¬ 
rally good, the fish being generally small and few 
in number. There is no doubt, however, that it 
contains some immense trout, and one of twelve 
pounds weight was caught this year by a gentleman 
who some years ago hooked and lost a fLh which lie 
estimated to weigh thirty pounds. I found the best 
place for fishing to lie at some sawmills from four 
to five miles from the hotel, wheie mountain tor¬ 
rents emptied themselves into the lake. The fish in o* 
is doubtless much spoilt by “ otters/’ a poaehiim 
contrivance used by the natives. This 
structed of a weighted board, with 


attached, furnished with 


is con- 
long- li nc . 
great number of flip- 
The end of the line is held by a man in • . l t' 
the movement of which causes the flip* t f 1 ^ ’ 
Vitingly up and down, and thus l arae . ° “‘j 

fis h are caught. I have seen on one P V’, 

<* six ° f tllCSe “° tterS ” ^^ing the lake inf front 
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of the village of Red, and they must be the cause 
of the destruction of innumerable fish. 

About nine miles from Red, near the source of 
a river, is the Sandals Lake, lying at the foot of 
an offshoot of the Jolster glacier, and said to be 
very good for fishing. But I killed very few fish 
there, probably owing to unfavourable weather, for 
an icy wind was blowing off the snows the whole 
time that I was on the lake. I worked my way 
back to Red along the stream, which contained 
beautiful pools and broad reaches, but the trout 
were small, and, of some forty I caught there, very 
few were worth keeping. 

The valley through which the river fiowed 
appeared as if it had been subjected to some 
great cataclysm, being strewn with gigantic frag¬ 
ments of rock covered with the moss of ages, which 
looked like the remnants of mountains that had 
stood there iu bygone times. It was crossed in 
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o more impression on the course of time th 
stone cast into the river, which will How on wh 
countless generations of men come and go. 

The hotel at Red is a quiet place, as it is no 
much frequented by travellers, being off the main 
tourist route. The food there is even less invitiim 
than at most Norwegian hotels, sand the angler who 
makes a stay of any length there is recommended 
to provide himself with a good supply of tinned 
provisions. But it is not a very desirable place ter 
stop at, and the situation of the hotel, in the middle 
of the village, is not. pleasant, whilst the fishing, 
already inferior to that obtainable in the Jolster 
Lake, is likely to greatly deteriorate every year, 
owing to the poaching proclivities of the inhabitants, 
among whom the landlord himself is the principal 
offender. 

The scenery on the Bredheim Lake is indeed 

grand and imposing, and its gloomy and even awful 

asj)ect makes it distinct from that of the other lakes 

1 visited ; but a perpetual vision of gaunt precipices 

and dark forests and black waters becomes mono 

tonous in course of time, and one longs for 

brighter shores and surroundings of the J 0 j , 

Lake. Perhaps the Bredheim would be n m , . J 
. . , , . uu ie in¬ 

viting in sunny weather, but it was not my f 0 

to see it under such favourable circumstances Ulle 

From Red I turned back in rainy \ v 

Skei, and fortunately came in for a fine w . i ^ 

during which 1 had several good days’ t * lere > 

was fortunate in killing a six-pound t , S Un S> and 

was landed after a quarter of an hooi-’c !° Ut ’ which 

. 8 play. 

ll Pmense 
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There are said to lie some 
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great lakes, and fish well over thirty pounds- 
e certainly been caught; whilst tradition has it 
at a seventy-pounder was netted in a lake near 
•erde Hafstadt. The lakes are of great depth, and 
it may be conjectured that some monsters of the 
deep lie at the bottom, many fathoms below the 
surface. For good fishing one cannot do better 
than stay at the hotel at Skei, as the Jolster Lake 
is sure to afford excellent sport with both fiy and 
minnow, there are three or four small lakes in 
t ie vicinity of Skei, but they do not appear to 
contain many fish of a good size. There is also a 
sma I river running into the Bredheim Lake at 
kerde, but the fish in it are not large, and in seven 

mi es of it I caught only three or four trout worth 
keeping. 

Another day spent at Ned re Vaseuden was not 
productive of much sport, and the remaining week 
of my stay was entirely spoilt by a deluge of rain 
which poured incessantly. On the return journey 
I “gmn visited the Viks Lake near Sande, and 
i ,' C( a . 1 a y ^ ie pouring rain, killing some 
i ® nty f 10u L but none of them much over 
Jat a pound in weight. 

the 11 t l! e . ' vdl0 ^ e ’ ^ rora angler’s point of view,, 
a S u XpeitiQD eann °t he said to have been entirely 
end ori ° Xce P t ^ or the sport obtained at the Skei 
full of ■ 10 dcds * :ei hake. But the country is one 
surpassed n!' 6 ?’ WitJl gmnd scenei T> probably un- 

and few y ljUro P e > a nd with novel surroundings 

he attracte,r! nif0r L te ' The traveller cannot 
although qu J the c,laracter of tlie P e °l )le ; wh< £ 

1 and even morose, are simple an 
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honest, and contrast favourably with other 
tinental nations. The long and sunless wi 
doubtless affects the temperament of the peoj. 
and in a country with such a climate one canne 
expect to find the inhabitants as gay and joyous 
as those who live in brighter lands. 
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